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The  Ways  of  Women. 


CHAPTER  I. 


Their  Influenoe,  Magnetism,  Inborn  Intuitions,  and  Power  in  every  Age  and 

Conntrjr. 

Since  the  creation  of  Eve,  women  have  been  objects  of 
peculiar  interest  wherever  seen.  They  are  conscious  of  possess- 
ing a  controlling  influence  over  men,  whatever  their  social 
position,  and  they  wield  it  according  to  circumstances.  They 
assume  a  general  attitude  of  defence,  as  though  recognizing  the 
fact  of  being  physically  weak,  while  exercising  a  mysterious 
strength  which  no  man  has  the  energy  to  resist.  Whatever 
her  condition,  frona  a  pampered  lady  of  the  court  to  a  menial 
servant  of  the  kitchen,  every  woman  demonstrates  i»  her  inter- 
course with  the  world  the  truth  of  the  foregoing  proposition. 
Her  attractions  or  exhibitions  of  contempt  are  acts  of  volition. 
Both  may  be  exerted  either  for  good  or  for  evil,  according  to 
her  own  individual  determination. 

There  are  peculiar  inborn  properties  of  the  sex  which 
education  modifies  but  cannot  extinguish.  Beauty,  elegance 
of  form,  and  grace  of  manners  are  powerful  auxiliary  forces 
when  exercised  for  the  accomplishment  of  ambitious  designs. 
There  is  neither  spirit  nor  persistency  enough  in  the  whole 
range  of  masculine  humanity,  with  l)ut  a  few  rare  exceptions, 
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to  withstand  the  artillery  of  a  magnificent  woman's  charrafl^ 
when  sent  forth  in  all  their  potency  with  a  view  to  conquest. 

Kings,  princes,  statesmen,  theologians,  and  thoto  of  grave 
and  solemn  deportment,  are  alike  impressible  whc?n  subjected 
to  those  mysterioQS  influences  which  are  the  glory  and  the 
shame  of  womanhood.  Science  sheds  no  light  on  this  subject, 
since  it  has  not  yet  been  explained  how  female  organization  is 
endowed  with  snch  superior  force. 

In  the  Amotions  of  organs  essential  to  nutrition,  and  in  the 
form  and  offices  of  the  apparatus  of  the  special  senses,  there  is 
no  apparent  difference,  and  yet  men  and  women  differ  in  their 
natures.  Neither  one  is  a  perfect  being.  They  are  complete 
halves.     The  two  constitute  one  perfect  whole. 


The  Frame  0¥  Woman. 

There  are  about  two  hundred  and  forty-eight  bones  in  a 
human  skeleton.  More  are  often  found,  but  fewer  than  two 
hundred  and  thirty-nine  could  not  be  dispensed  with,  and  the 
individual  not  be  noticeable  as  organically  defective. 

When  extra  bones  appear,  they  are  usually  under  the  balls 
of  the  great  toes.  From  their  resemblance  to  fiesamum  seeds, 
they  are  called  sesamoids. 

The  production  of  those  split-pea  shaped  bones  may  happen 
at  any  period  of  life  about  the  articulations  of  the  thumbs, 
fingers,  or  toes,  to  meet  certain  contingencies  to  which  they 
may  have  been  exposed.  Their  development  under  flexor 
tendons  are  purely  a  mechanical  principle,  to  carry  the  cord 
farther  from  the  joint  to  increase  its  power.  In  some  cases  the 
introduction  of  those  extra  bones  is  a  temporary  provision,  and 
they  are  absorbed  and  taken  away  when  no  longer  of  service. 

The  knee-pans  are  of  the  same  character,  being  movable 
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fiilcrums,  rising  and  falling  in  the  flesion  or  extension  of  the 
limb.  Ey  placing  the  palin  of  the  hand  over  the  kuee-cap 
while  bending  the  leg,  the  eliding  motion  of  the  patella, 
up  and  down,  illastmtes  its  office  in  the  economy  of  that  joint. 
WlieTi  extra  burdens  are  imposed  for  a  ancceseion  of  weeks 
or  montlifi,  requiring  a  tinner  foothold  in  order  to  carry  the 
weight  steadily,  the  cordage  of  the  feet  will  increase,  both  in 
volume  and  tone,  to  meet  the  emergency.  Thne,  a  hodcarrier, 
climbing  ladders,  will  not  only  have  enlarged  feet,  but  sesa- 
moid bones  make  their  appearance  at  points  where  the  tendons 
have  the  greatest  amount  of  strain  npoii  them,  about  the  uiider 
side  of  the  toee. 


I 


Laws  to  Meet  Cases. 

Nature  exercises  &  discretionary  oversight,  as  it  were,  for 
the  comfort  of  the  individual  as  well  as  for  the  immediate  pro- 
tection of  a  most  exposed  part,  by  introducing  temporary  aesisb- 
tance,  and  removing  it  when  no  longer  necessary. 

Small  oeeitic  deposits  sometimes  appear  about  the  finger 
joints,  for  the  same  beneficial  purpose.  Should  they. become 
inconveniently  large,  when  the  cause  is  removed  which  quick- 
ened them  into  existence,  ordinarily  they  begin  to  diminish  ia 
size,  unices  the  individual  is  at  an  advanced  age,  when  vitality 
loses  much  of  its  former  force. 


Equal  Ncmbeb  op  Bones  is  both  Sexes. 

There  are  exactly  as  many  bones  in  the  female  as  in  the  male 
skeleton,  but  they  are  smaller  and  more  delicate  in  texture, 
with  slighter  depressions  and  less  prominent  eminences  upon 
them.  A  female  skull  is  smaller,  thinner,  and  beitrs  n^ion  its 
general  exterior,  peculiarities  indicative  of  mental  qualities,  it 
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there  is  any  reliance  upon  phrenology,  not  to  be  neglected  or 
overlooked  in  studying  osteological  arcliitectore. 

One  of  the  most  obvious  differences  is  a  gentle  arching  of 
the  female  head  from  the  forehead  upward  to  the  vertex,  which 
is  always  mon^  elevated  than  in  male  skulls.  Scarcely  one 
flat  head,  in  that  region,  can  be  found  in  a  thousand.  On  the 
contrary,  the  number  of  upwardly  arched  heads  is  small,  in 
comparison,  among  men.  They  are  more  commonly  quite  flat, 
or  slightly  raised  between  the  sinciput  and  occiput. 

*  This  characteristic  difference  is  considered,  by  experts  in 
sentimental  craniology,  as  proof  positive,  that  women  always 
have  more  elevated  moral  sentiment,  and  are  actually  better 
than  men,  because  they  possess  a  more  favorable  organization. 
Nothing  is  more  familiar  than  bones,  and  therefore,  little  or  no 
thought  is  bestowed  upon  them.  But,  when  carefully  ex- 
amined, they  are  rich  in  lessons  of  instruction.  They  are 
levers  for  the  attachment  of  muscles  or  movers,  by  the  con- 
traction or  relaxation  of  which  motions  are  effected. 

Every  animal  which  is  capable  of  making  a  motion  possesses 
muscles.  Most  of  them  have  skeletons  clothed,  with  flesh, 
and  that  is  an  aggregation  of  muscles.  In  the  simpler  forms 
of  aquatic  life,  as  in  lobsters,  crabs,  etc.,  etc.,  the  skeleton  is  on 
the  outside.  While  it  gives  attachment  to  muscles,  it  also  is  a 
coat  of  mail,  a  house  or  a  fortress  in  which  they  dwell,  secure- 
ly defended  from  the  assaults  of  enemies. 


FOBMATION-  OP  BOKES. 


At  birth  we  have  no  perfect  bones,  with  the  exception  of 
the  auditory;  but  they  soon  begin  to  harden  as  the  infant 
is  furnished  with  food.    Then  ossification  commences, — a  very 


gradual  prooees,  not  fairlj  completed  till  about  the  twentietli 
year.  I 

The  formation,  therefore,  of  two  hundred  and  forty-eight 
hard  bones  of  different  shapes,  densities,  and  positiooa,  out  of 
food  taken  into  the  Btomach,  is  a  marvel.  But  that  is  not  the 
whole  of  the  wonder.  When  feahioned  and  apparently  flail- 
ed, then  they  are  token  to  pieces,  particle  by  particle,  and  carried 
out  of  the  bi-dy,  a  new  particle  invariably  being  inaarted 
when  an  old  one  ia  removed.  i 

There  is  no  cessation  of  this  vital  process ;  it  is  perpetually 
going  on  from  the  hoar  of  birth  to  the  expiration  of  the  last 
breath.  It  is  not  nnlike  building  a  brick  edifice.  When  com- 
pleted, were  the  masons  to  commence  forthwith  to  remove  ft 
brick  in  the  wall,  and,  at  the  same  instant,  introduce  a  new  one 
in  ite  place,  and  never  relax  in  that  repetition  of  exchanging  new 
for  old  ones,  till  the  structure  was  destroyed,  it  would  represent 
the  process  always  going  on  in  a  living  being. 

Our  very  bones  are  many  times  renewed,  therefore,  in  the 
course  of  a  medium  lifetime,  although  tlieir  composition  is  a 
compound  of  phosphate  of  magnesia,  phosphate  and  carWnate 
of  lime,  manganese,  iron,  siles,  etc.,  in  definite  jiroportiona, 
which  no  chemist  conJd  more  accurately  weigh  in  hie  acalcs. 


Male  asd  Feualb  Skbletok. 

Although  cmstncted  of  exactly  the  same  materials,  in  the 
same  elementary  proportions,  having  the  same  general  forms, 
there  is  a  difference  in  the  skeletons  which  the  anatomist 
detects  very  readily. 

1  When  suspended  aide  by  side,  a  characteristic  difference' 
becomes  apparent.  The  pelvis  is  broader  and  deeper  in  the 
female,  which  throws  the  hips  further  apart,  giving  to  that 
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central  pivot  of  the  frame  a  feature  which  artists,  particnlarly 
flcalptors,  are  careful  to  note,  as  it  cants  the  knees  so  nearly 
together  they  almost  touch.  In  the  male  subject  the  thigh 
bones  arQ  nearly  paralleL 

Again,  the  necks  of  the  femoral  bones  are  longer  in  the 
female,  throwing  the  shafts  further  from  the  sockets  in  which 
they  are  articul&ted.  A  vertical  line  drawn  perpendicularly  to 
the  space  between  the  knees,  from  the  chin,  gives  the  most 
satisfactory  demonstration  of  this  very  curious  arrangement. 

The  distance  between  tha  articulating  heads  of  the  thigh 
bones  is  so  plainly  recognized,  as  to  enable  those  with  a  very 
limited  acquaintance  with  osteology,  to  determine,  with  con- 
•fliderable  accuracy,  to  which  sex  a  skeleton  belonged. 

This  drcumstanoe  may  be  of  considerable  importance  in  con« 
ducting  judicial  inquiries.  Public  anxiety  is  sometimes  pain- 
fully excited  when  human  remains  are  found  in  obscure  places, 
that  lead  to  the  suspicion  of  a  concealed  crime.  If  a  man  had 
mysteriously  disappeared,  and  the  discovered  bones  belonged  to 
a  female,  it  would  be  important  in  settling  a  mooted  question. 


CHAPTEE  n. 
Gbneealizatiokb. 

Beferencee  In  Constraction  to  Specific  Purpoees — Rudimentaiy  Organs — 
CuQstsDt  EvidotictB  of  Dc«igii — Urf^imic  Life  atid  Multiform  Objects  of 
Intcreal  in  the  Investigatiou  of  Lbwb  Be^Ating  EiiatcacB. 

Fbou  the  l)eguining  of  woman's  exiateuce,  a  reference  ia 
discoverable  in  her  mind  and  body,  in  regard  to  the  exact  posi- 
tion she  was  predestined  to  oecopy.  As  already  expressed,  her 
bones,  not  in  their  composition,  but  in  some  of  their  direcHon^ 
rather  than  in  their  forms,  indicate  a  reason  for  deviations  from 
.  lines  given  to  those  of  the  male.  They  mnst  have  bad  the  same 
condition  in  the  first  created  woman,  otherwise  the  architecture 
manifested  in  the  pelvic  construction  would  have  been  an 
imperfection.  Eve  would  have  left  no  posterity  on  the  earth, 
bad  the  carpentry  of  that  region  been  different  from  what  it 
DOW  is  in  her  feminine  descendants. 

Small  philosophers  have  dared  to  suggest  tliat  Adam  was,  ia 
his  own  person,  both  male  and  female.  Rudimentary  papa  of 
men,  monkiea,  dogs,  swine,  and  many  other  quadrupeds,  ar6 
cited  as  testifying  to  the  truth  of  their  theory,  that  they  were 
originally  hermaphrodites — being  in  their  present  state,  substan- 
tially, degenerated  females.  In  the  first  chapter  of  Genesis, 
they  find  a  declaration  respecting  the  first  man,  which  strength- 
eoa  their  convictions. 

Woman,  then,  in  the  peculiarities  of  her  bones,  presents 
evidences  of  a  design  which  oould  not  have  been  so  without  s 
designer.  She  did  not  fashion  herself ;  and,  therefore,  in  tha 
eommencement   of  our  inquiries,   are  irrefragable   proofs   of 
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a  Supreme  Intelligence  in  every  step  of  progress  in  these 
investigations. 

The  sexes  have  been  distinct  from  the  beginning. 

It  would  be  inappropriate  to  discuss  the  mental  attributes  of 
women  in  the  commencement  of  these  deliberations,  or  to  insti- 
tute comparisons  by  weighing  her  brain  in  patent' balances, 
measuring  the  length  of  her  muscles,  counting  the  hairs  on  her 
head,  or  dra¥ring  parallels  between  her  attainments  and  those 
of  giants  in  art,  literature,  and  science.  It  is  necessary  to  keep 
within  prescribed  boundaries  in  order  to  gain  accurate  know- 
ledge of  her  ways,  by  studying  carefully  what  is  alreadj  known, 
to  find  out  what  may  be  unknown,  that  would  enhance  her 
claims  for  better  treatment  and  justice  at  the  liands  of  those 
who  are  her  natural  protectors  and  associates. 

By  contraction,  muscles  bend  the  arm,  raise  a  shoulder, 
grit  the  teeth,  or  carry  a  spoon  to  the  month.  There  are  no 
surprises  excited  by  motions  so  common.  Women  walk,  run, 
eat,  drink,  sleep,  and  recruit  their  exhausted  vitality  as  men  do. 
By  analagous  mechanism  they  perform  on  musical  instruments ; 
think,  speak,  sing,  and  express  their  sensations.  Therefore, 
their  brain  is  the  same  in  form  and  texture,  but  smaller,  and 
hence  it  has  been  hastily  concluded  they  are  unequal  to  enter- 
prises in  which  men  excel.  Only  those  quite  incompetent  to 
comprehend  the  mission  of  women,  or  appreciate  her  many 
claims  to  distinction,  arrive  at  that  conclusion. 

• 

What  they  Have  Doke. 

By  hereditary  right  women  have  ascended  thrones.  History 
narrates  thrilling  military  successes  of  women.  In  strategy, 
they  excel  when  they  choose  to  exercise  their  ingenuity. 

They  have  risen  to  an  enviable  distinction  without  wealth, 
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by  tliu  practice  of  eeveral  arts,  and  also  by  varied  intellectual 
attainments.  A^ide  from  the  immenee  aid  of  personal  charms, 
■which  a  few  of  the  many  make  stepping-stones  to  en^inent 
positioua,  tlieir  bravery,  heroism,  and  indomitable  perseverance 
have  always  been  themes  for  admiration,  which  poets  and  hie- 
torians  seize  upon  with  avidity  for  illustrating  their  capacity 
and  tlieir  eminent  sncccss  in  all  ages. 

They  struggle  mightily  and  die  valiantly  in  defence  of  their 
honor.  Gnns,  swords,  batteries,  armies,  and  sbips-of-war  are  set 
in  motion  by  men  for  the  subjugation  of  an  enemy.  Women 
bring  conquerors  to  their  feet  with  the  magic  of  their  eyes. 

Philosophical  Reflections. 

Althongh  osteology  has  been  referred  to,  a  study  of  tlie 
bones  of  all  kinds  of  animals,  it  would  be  a  profitable  study  in 
female  schools  and  seminaries.  There  is  nothing  improper, 
revolting,  frightful,  or  disgusting  in  the  pureuit.  ^o  better 
opportunity  ever  presents  for  impressing  upon  the  plastic  minde 
of  youth,  properly  presented,  an  overwhelming  argument 
against  infidelity,  than  a  plain  demonstration  of  the  skill  and 
enperhuman  contrivances  exhibited  in  the  adjustment  of  tbo 
bones  of  a  bird,  a  carnivorous  beast,  or,  better  still,  in  the  con- 
Btmction  of  a  human  skull. 

Children  must  see  tilings  to  understand  them.  The  eye 
takes  in  a  group  at  once,  and  the  impressions  made  by  tangible 
illnatrations  of  the  rcsourc**  of  tke  Divine  Originator,  in  tlie 
examination  of  such  mechanism,  cannot  be  easily  forgotten. 
To  see  the  tnhular  bridge  spanning  the  Sti-aits  of  Menai,  the 
traveller  has  ever  after  a  vivid  recollection  of  its  appearance  ■ 
and  utility,  which  he  could  not  have  by  simply  reading  about 
iL    Anatomical  researche*  fwl  to  aliow  any  very  striking  differ- 
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CQceB  in  the  general  construction  of  men  and  women.  Bonei^ 
muscles,  nenres^  blood  vessels^  most  of  the  glands  and  viaoera, 
are  precisely  alike  in  shape  and  function. 

It  is  not  enough  to  state  explicitly,  that  all  the  internal  ap- 
paratus of  organic  life  so  much  resemble  each  other  when  de- 
tached  from  the  cavities  in  which  they  were  lodged  the  most 
experienced  student  of  a  dissecting-room  could  not  decide 
which  were  taken  from  a  male,  or  which  from  a  female.  Pro- 
ducts of  secreting  glands,  as  the  salirary  in  the  mouth;  the 
lachrymal  in  the  orbits;  wax  in  the  external  ear,  etc.,  «e  pre- 
cisely  the  same  in  composition.  In  short,  whaterer  is  necessary 
for  sustaining  life  in  the  one  is  equally  so  in  the  other,  and 
accomplished  precisely  in  the  same  manner. 

These  generalizations  are  neither  new  nor  equally  interest- 
ing to  all ;  nevertheless,  they  are  curious  fistcts,  and  not  un- 
worthy the  thoughtful  consideration  of  those  who  confess  their 
belief  in  the  existence  of  a  Being  who  alone  could  have  ori- 
ginated these  complicated  mechanisms,  and  established  laws 
which  secure  for  them,  as  they  do  for  planets  in  their  orbits, 
perfect  harmony  in  their  movements. 

Nothing  by  Chance. 

Two  deviations  in  the  bones  of  the  female  have  been  special 
points  of  interest,  not  on  account  of  their  texture  or  relations, 
but  because  they  indicate,  unmistakably,  an  office  which  the 
same  bones  in  a  man  were  not  to  have. 

The  collar-bones,  or  clavicles,  are  invariably  longer  in  women 
than  in  men.  Whether  she  is  short  or  tall,  those  bones  always 
maintain  the  observable  proportionable  length  to  the  rest  of  the 
skeleton  j  otherwise,  there  are  no  peculiarities.  Attachments 
of  ligaments,  muscles,  the  course  of  vessels  over  or  under  them, 
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are  no  way  different  in  the  sesea.  Wliile  women  inhAbit  the 
«arth,  tliose  collai^bones  will  have  the  same  relative  length, 
whether  mothers  niirae  their  babes  ae  they  should  or  not, 

By  their  extra  elongation,  their  ehonlder-blades  are  forced 
farther  back  towards  the  spine,  thus  making  a  broader  flooring, 
or  space,  for  the  lodgment  of  the  breaet*  in  front.  This  is  s 
reason  why  women  cannot  exercise  their  arms  gracefully  in 
throwing  &  balL  Rarely,  indeed,  can  they  hit  a  mark  in  that 
exercise,  even  with  hours  of  practice.  Their  awkwardness  in 
that  respect  is  proverbial ;  not,  however,  from  any  neglect  in 
the  education  of  the  muscles  of  the  arm,  but  from  a  congenital 
,  conformation,  are  they  less  expert  than  men  in  throwing.  The 
difficulty  lies  in  the  arrangement  of  the  ends  of  the  muscleu, 
farther  removed  from  the  shoulder-joint,  by  reason  of  longer 
clavicles. 

Vocal  Box.  • 

Tliat  protuberance  of  the  upper  part  of  the  throat,  vulgarly 
called  Adam's  Apple,  from  a  tradition  that  the  forbidden  fmit 
stuck  there — described  in  books  under  the  namo  of  larj'uxjor 
vocal  box— is  a  gemiinc  musical  instnnnont.  Within  it  there 
arc  vocal  chords,  which  vibrate  as  the  current  of  air  passes  their 
thin  edges.  The  sound  thus  produced  is  voice,  afterwards 
modulated,  and  by  systematic  practice  foniis  a  language. 

In  men  that  box,  at  pnberty,  becomes  enlarged  and  partially 
oBsifiea.  At  that  period  of  development  the  boy's  voice  is 
iiTcgtdar — a  vox  rauca — a  sign  that  he  is  passing  from  adol- 
escence to  perfect  manhood. 

With  females,  on  the  other  hand,  the  original  flexibility  of 
the  cartilages  of  tlie  larynx  remain  without  much  apparent 
alteration ;  thus  tliey  can  sing  in  the  same  tones  through  life. 
Tbeir  voice  remains  always  the  same.     No  such  physiological 
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metamorpbosis  occurs  in  them,  as  in  the  boy,  that  alters  tho 
shape  or  cartilaginous  character  of  the  vocal  box.  For  expan- 
sion or  development  of  the  larynx,  its  powers  were  very  slowly 
maturing  for  thirteen  or  fourteen  years,  and  when  the  voice 
changes,  Nature  announces,  in  that  sudden  evolution,  an  extra- 
ordinary physiological  .revolution  in  the  boy's  system.  He  is 
then  a  man.  His  beard  grows,  the  muscles  attain  more  volumoi 
and  all  the  powers  of  the  body  and  mind  are  exalted. ' 

This  law  perplexes  physiologists.     They  have  not  success^ 
fully  explained  vital  phenomena  which  still  await  elucidation. 

Why  some  organs  are  active,  and  otliers'  quiescent  for  suc- 
cessive years,  and  then  quickly  burst  into  vigorous  dcvelopnjpnt, 
waits  the  patient  researches  of  future  philosophers. 

In  height^  weight,  and  corporeal  beauty,  women  differ  from 
men  essentially.  In  their  moral  constitution  they  also  differ. 
Altliough  neither  so  tall,  so  heavy,  nor  so  strong,  they  are  not 
witli6ut  a  commensurate  compensation,  always  equal,  and  in 
many  respects  more  interesting,  according  to  the  progress  of  a 
refined  civilization. 

Laws  op  Limitation. 

In  comparing  the  physical  structure,  it  must  appear  obvious 
to  the  most  superficial  observer,  there  are  laws  in  force  which 
regulate  and  determine  animal  growth.  The  elongation  of  the 
body  of  a  man  much  beyond  the  stature  of  six  feet,  is  a  devia- 
tion from  a  normal  standard  in  nature.  An  inch  or  two  above 
or  below  the  ordinary  height  excites  no  particular  surprise,  as  a 
departure  from  the  ordinary  standard  of  humanity ;  but  six  feet 
and  a-half  or  seven  feet  are  anomalies,  arresting  our  attention 
as  abnormal,  and,  therefore,  extraordinary.  An  experiment  of 
an  eccentric  King  of  Prussia  for  rearing  an  army  of  giants,  by 
compelling  the  tallest  soldiers  to  marry  the  tallest  women  in  the 
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kingdom,  exclusively,  wliettier  they  were  willing  or  not,  is  a_ 
matter  of  history,  which  proved  singiilarly  nnsocceeeful.  The 
children  of  such  parents,  as  often  as  othorwiBe,  presented  all 
•tliose  intermediate  conditions  between  sliort  and  tall,  character- 
istic of  families  in  general.  In  a  group  of  six  or  eight  descend- 
ants from  those  unnsnally  tall  fatliera  and  mothers,  perhaps  ft 
majority  of  the  sons  were  six  feet.  A  few  were  even  taller 
than  the  parents,  while  the  remainder  fell  considerably  below. 

There  are  representatives  of  those  Anaks  in  various  parts  of 
Prussia,  at  this  time,  but  nowhere  are  tliere  either  families  or 
communities  which  have  perpetuated  an  unusual  altitude.  They 
degenerated  to  the  original  measure  determined  by  a  recognized 
law  of  hmitation,  and  there  men  and  women  will  remain. 

Tliere  is  a  seeming  predisposition  in  tall  men  to  select  short 
women  for  wives.  It  is  an  inborn,  inexplicable  fancy  of 
eseeediugly  tall  women  to  marry  short  husbands.  It  may  not 
be  either  universal  or  imperative,  but  it  is  so  frequently  occnr- 
ring  as  to  have  been  noticed  by  philosophical  writers,  earnest 
interrogators  of  Nature  into  causes  and  the  effects  of  causes. 
They  think  they  perceive  in  this  spirit  of  selection,  otherwise 
defined  to  be  an  impulse  of  affection  or  preference,  a  law  for 
equalizing  the  height  of  mankind.  Were  dwarfs  to  give  pre- 
ference to  the  marital  companionship  of  dwarfs,,  and  giants  to 
giantfl,  there  would  possibly  be  the  two  extrcaaes— pigmies  and 
Brobdingna^  dividing  the  habitable  portions  of  the  earth 
between  them,  instead  of  races  of  raticHial  beings  controlled 
hy  a  uniform  law  of  limitation,  standing  upon  the  same  plane, 
and  averaging  the  same  stature. 

Very  tall  men,  with  remarkably  tall  wives,  are  mot  with 
everywhere,  bnt  they  are  exceptions,  rather  than  illnstratione  of 
the  law  of  development. 
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CHAPTER  IIL 
CuBiosiTiBS  OF  Anatomy. 

Laws  of  Adaptation — Reference  to  Lactation — Pelvic  Carpentry— Expoeures 
to  Weather — Being  too  Delicate— Progrees  of  Sentimentalitj,  etc. 

Peouliabities  of  the  coIUr-bones,  the  width  and  depth  of 
the  pelvis,  lurticalation  of  the  thigh-bones  and  some  other 
deviations  in  the  female  skeleton  already  adverted  to,  are 
quite  sufficient  for  e^blishing  the  truth  of  one  important 
proposition;  viz.,  that  they  incontestably  prove  design,  and, 
therefore,  there  was  a  designer.  As  we  cannot  add  one  inch  to 
our  stature,  or  make  ourselves  either  handsome  or  ugly,  we 
are  at  liberty,  as  free  agents,  to  improve  our  condition.  The 
form  given  us  in  the  shape  of  those  few  bones,  proves  as  clearly 
as  grander  exhibitions  of  Omnipotence,  the  controlling  agency 
of  a  superior  Being. 

Let  us  analyze  a  little  further  those  few  specimens  of  design, 
to  gather  further  insight  into  the  object  contemplated  and  the 
results  to  follow. 

These  long  collar-bones  are  braces,  keeping  the  shoulder- 
blades  from  being  drawn  too  far  forward  by  the  pectoral 
muscles.  Were  they  to  encroach,  it  would  be  to  the  injury  of  the 
breasts,  crowding  them  out  of  place,  and  thus  interfering  with 
the  prescribed  function  of  lactation. 

A  female  breast  offers  a  more  inviting  pillow  for  the  infant's 
head  than  the  hard  flat  chest  of  a  man.  A  woman  who  has 
had  no  expeiiwee  la  the  ^ore  of  children  always  exhibits  more 
tact  and  success  in  managing  them  to  their  satisfaction,  than 
the  most  tender,  sympathiziiig  man.    The  softness  of  the  invest- 
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ing  tissues  of  the  chest,  the  wider  space  for  the  infant's  resting 
place,  and  the  delicate  cushioning  of  the  ribs,  forms  an  object 
contemplated  from  the  beginning,  and  indicated  beyond  ques- 
tion by  their  precise  position. 

The  out-spreading  hip-bones,  give  a  breadth  to  the  fe- 
male form,  which  is  striking  in  any  form  or  fashion  of  dress, 
compia:^d  with  the  hips  of  an  adult  man.  The  pelvis  is  built 
up  of  only  three  immensely  large,  irregularly-shapen  pieceSi 
constituting  its  walls.  The  key,  or  wedge-bone,  under  the 
ipiame  of  oe  sacrumj  is  the  b&se  on  which  rests  the  spinal  column. 
Its  prolongation  on  a  horizontal  line  in  animals  is  the  tail,  but 
which  in  the  human  skeleton  is  formed  of  several  distinct  pieces, 
gently  curved,  so  as  to  become,  at  the  extreme  tip,  a  flooring  of 
the  pelvis,  for  sustaining  the  viscera  above. 

This  particular  section  of  the  frame  of  the  female,  abound- 
ing in  curious  manifestations  of  means  to  ends,  is  complicated 
with  muscles  and  vessels,  and,  consequently,  cannot  readily  be 
describe^  in  a  wfty  to  have  the  mechanism  understood,  without 

drawings, 
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CHAPTER   IV. 
Social  Status  of  Wohbn. 

Custom  sanctions  the  treatment  of  women  as  though  thej 
were  nnable  to  bear  atmospheric  exposures,  or  meet  hardahips 
of  any  kind  with  impnnit j.    It  is  a  mistake. 

When  their  lives  are  cast  in  pleasant  places,  and  they  are 
sustained  by  a  conscious  independence  of  circumstanoeSi  which 
can  only  be  realized-  in  a  state  of  Christian  civilization,  they 
then  present  themselves  in  the  dignity  of  intellectual  character. 
Uneducated,  and  simply  occupying  the  position  of  a  slave  or  an 
out-door  laborer,  they  are  adequate  to  the  severest  test  of  servile 
employment. 

In  refined  communities,  where  contentment  prevails,  and 
where  she  is  contemplated  as  a  dependent  appendage,  rather 
than  an  efficient  assistant,  woman  physically  deteriorates. 
Kindness  may  degenerate  into  sickly  sentimentality.  Lamb- 
like and  gentle,  restless,  irritable,  and  presumptuously  exacting, 
are  the  poises  that  have  much  to  do  with  the  happiness  or 
unhappiness  of  the  sex. 

Industry  being  honored  as  a  virtue,  idleness,  consequently, 
tips  the  beam  in  an  opposite  direction.  Being  unemployed  ia 
no  mark  of  a  lady.  Those  who  imagine  it  degrades  them  to  be 
associated  with  pursuits  indicative  of  labor,  unfortunately  for 
themselves  lose  what  they  most  covet, — ^viz.,  the  admiration  of 
their  friends. 

In-door  industry  is,  by  general  consent,  commendable,  and 
there  it  is  supposed  that  woman  is  in  her  appropriate  sphere. 
The  cares  devolving  upon  them,  married  or  single,  relieve 
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them  from  tbose  exposures  which  bronze  the  features,  harden 
tlie  hands,  and  destroy  those  traits  of  gracefulness  wliich  lai^Iy 
contribute  to  the  withering  of  their  charms.  Oaring  for  chil- 
dren, presiding  as  the  spirit  of  order  in  the  domestic  circle,  or 
giving  the  products  of  the  field  their  preparations  for  the  table, 
are  not  incompatible  with  elegante  of  manners,  courtesy,  and 
the  handy  disposition  of  the  toilet. 

"When  she  steps  beyond  that  assigned  theatre  for  the  exer- 
cise of  her  powers,  whether  improved  by  education  or  displayed 
^n  the  rudeness  of  untutored  abandonment,  a  woman  is  out  of 
place. 

Wliether  wise  or  foolish,  learned  or  ignorant,  poor  or  rich, 
beautiful  or  ugly,  it  is  conceded  by  most  men,  not  by  reasoning 
but  by  intuition,  that  woman  sliould  he  favored,  and  not  sub- 
jected to  the  same  discipline,  in  any  department  of  industry,  as 
themselves.  On  this  sentiment  civilization  took  its  rise.  To 
some  extent,  savages  and  barbarians  concur  with  philosophers, 
that  females  cannot  endure  as  much  as  men,  because  they  have 
not  the  same  hardy  organization ;  so  they  alternately  favor  of 
oppress  them,  regarding  them  as  servants,  but  not  tlicir  equals 
or  companions. 

With  savages,  woman  bears  all  the  domestic  burdens,  suffers 
indignities  patiently,  and  rears  up  children  tenderly,  protecting 
thein  with  a  mother's  undying  love,  to  be  abused  by  them  as 
soon  as  they  have  strength  in  their  little  arms  to  give  them  a 
blow. 

A  tme  history  of  the  world  is  also  a  record  of  the  wrongs 
of  woman.  Her  happiness,  her  b<»tows,  her  influence,  and  her 
miflfortones,  are  not  estimated  as  they  should  be.  She  deserves 
heaven  as  a  compensation  for  her  bad  treatment  on  earth. 
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Equality  of  tub  Ssxia 

In  th^iy  it  sounds  well,  when  a  political  demagogue  prates 
loudly  before  a  multitude,  of  human  rights  and  the  equality  of 
thie  sexes.  A  millstone  hangs  ba  heavily  at  the  neck  of  a 
colored  woman  on  a  cotton  plantation,  as  it  would  suspended 
from  the  neck  of  the  orator's  wife;  but  circumstances  alter 
cases.  After  election,  nothing  more  is  heard  of  all  being  bom 
free  to  pursue  their  way  to  happiness,  till  preparation  for  open- 
ing the  polls  comes  around  another  year. 

Unfortunately  for  the.  best-contrived  plans  for  ameliorating 
social  distinctions  in  this  commercial  age,  it  is  necessary  to 
stand  on  a  pile  of  dollars  in  order  to  receive  the  same  attentions 
accorded  to  those  who  actually  possess  them.  Talent,  educa- 
tion, or  blood  of  martyrs  in  one's  veins,  are  no  recommendation 
to  an  acquaintance  with  property-owners,  because  revenues  are 
the  accredited  touchstone  to  respectability. 

.Every  city  in  Europe  and  America  has  its  philosophers  in 
rags,  splendid  women  in  poverty,  the  descendants  of  great  fami- 
lies without  a  shilling.  Who  cares  for  them  ?  Who  invites 
them  to  dine  when  they  entertain  distinguished  guests  ? 

Nobody  I  No,  they  are  not  asked  to  take  a  seat  in  the  broad 
aisle  of  a  church  erected  by  tlieir  ancestors  I  This  is -a  text  for 
reflection,  but  not  a  suitable  subject  for  a  sermon,  it  would 
so  shock  the  sensibilities  of  devout  hypocrites,  who  worship 
mammon  under  the  mistaken  idea  of  honoring  the  institutes 
of  religion. 

An  Ikcon&istbnct. 

A  glaring  inconsistency  in  the  present  order  of  society  is 
an  unwillingness  to  allow  females  to  sustain  themselves  by  in- 
dustrial pursuits  which  are  claimed  to  be  the  legitimate  avoca- 
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tion  of  men.  By  their  excluiiion,  tliereforoj  from  enterprues 
perfectly  witliin  their  sphere,  many  are  unemployed,  while 
another  portion  are  cruelly  overworkeJ. 

A  million  of  wonien  in  the  United  States,  and  pertiaps 
twice  or  thrice  that  number,  coutribiitB  nothing  to  the  common 
■weal.  Necessity  makes  no  demand  upon  them,  and  conse- 
qnently  they  are  not  only  nou-producers,  hut  are  sustained  by 
the  industry  of  others. 

One  class  of  unemployed  females  are  denominated  ladies, 
because  they  are  above  labor,  and  another  atiginatized  as  va- 
grants, if  scrutinized  legally,  on  accoimt  of  doing  nothing. 

No  woman  can  be  so  far  elevated  by  the  adventitious  cir- 
cumstances of  having  an  income  that  defrays  her  expenaea,  as 
to  be  exonerated  from  a  moral  obligation  of  doing  as  she  would 
be  done  by,  in  her  intercourse  with  those  less  fortunate  than 
herself.  Where  that  golden  principle  is  lost  sight  of  by  man  or 
woman,  deterioration  follows.  A  few  are  lulled  on  down  and 
pampered  on  delicacies;  others  have  measured  out  to  them 
bitter  draughts :  vexations,  disappointments,  blighted  expecta- 
tions, thwarted  aspirations  succeed  each  other  in  rapid  suc- 
cession. Their  pathway  in  life  is  through  darkness  and  personal 
sufferings. 

No  wonder  an  expression  of  despair  escapes  the  lips  of 
those  who  feel  theniselves  bom  to  misfortune,  in  contrasting 
their  condition  with  others,  who  never  had  an  nngratified  de- 
sire. They  cannot  see  why  they  have  been  forced  into  exist- 
ence to  be  miserable. 

God  in  his  wise  purposes  will  clear  away  the  clouds  which 
make  tlie  course  of  life  obscui-e  to  our  limited  mental  vision. 
A  law  of  compensation  exists  on  the  statutes  of  the  Sovereign 
ruler  of  events,  which  will  never  be  repealed  while  the  pillars 
of  justice  sustain  on  edifice  in  heaven  not  made  with  hands. 


80  THE  WATS  OF  WOMEN. 

Those  difficult,  social,  and  pecuniary  problems  are  not  for  na 
to  solve.  Why  sinDers  are  rich  or  saints  poor,  cannot  be  satia- 
factorily  explained  by  hnman  wisdom.  Divine  government  is 
impartial,  since  it  rains  npon  the  unjust  as  copiously  as  upon 
the  just. 

Might  and  Bight. 

Argue  as  we  may  to  persuade  the  favorites  of  fortune  to 
divide  their  goods  with  the  destitute,  they  will  not  do  it.  In- 
side passengers  pity  those  exposed  to  the  peltings  of  the  storm 
outside,  but  they  do  not  voluntarily  exdian^  places  with  them. 
Nor  do  the  poor,  when  unexpectedly  put  in  possession  of  an 
abundance,  manifest  a  grain  more  of  compassion  than  those 
they  before  envied  on  account  of  their  independence,  or  de- 
nounced for  their  cold-heartedness  and  want  of  sympathy. 

One  of  the  Greatest  Inventions. 

Money  was  as  potent  when  Abraham  wandered  with  his 
flocks  as  it  is  in  the  transactions  of  bankers  in  this  year  of 

grace. 

It  was  a  great  invention,  and  clothed  with  additional  inter- 
est, when  we  reflect  upon  it,  that  whoever  hit  upon  the  idea 
first,  of  having  a  piece  of  metal  represent  the  value  of  a  camel, 
a  horse,  goods,  chattels,  or  territory,  thousands  of  times  larger  in 
bulk,  and  then  succeeded  in  making  those  to  whom  the  scheme 
was  divulged  agree  to  it,  still  more  extraordinary. 

Antiquarians  cannot  decide  the  epoch  of  its  first  appear- 
ance in  trade.  As  far  back,  however,  as  sacred  or  profane  his- 
tory reaches,  money  was  quite  as  potent  as  it  now  is.  So  pre- 
cious was  it  very  anciently,  it  was  probably  counterfeited, 
which  is  inferred  from  a  transaction  mentioned  in  the  book  of 
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Genesis,   in  which  the  purchase  amounted  to  four- hundred 
diekels,  "  current  money  of  the  TnerckantP 

Civilization,  from  its  phases  in  the  orient  to  Anno  Domini, 
1873,  has  not  much  improved  this  universal  representative  of 
wealth.  It  also  represents  power.  The  mere  belief  that  an  in- 
dividual has  more  of  it  than  another,  gains  ascendency  for  him 
over  those  who  were  before  his  equals. 


CHAPTER  V. 

EXTEKIOB  OF  THE  SeXES. 

Why  the  male  lion  has  a  shaggy  mane,  a  lai^r  body,  or 
stronger  claws  than  the  lioness,  is  beyond  our  ken.  Throughout 
the  animal  kingdom,  with  a  few  exceptions  already  partially 
recognized  in  a  preceding  chapter,  males  are  larger  and  stronger 
than  females  of  the  same  race,  and  far  more  beautiful. 

Male  birds,  from  tlie  gaudy  peacock  to  the  ground  sparrows^ 
are  magnificently  ornamented  with  variegated  plumage,  difficult 
to  imitate  successfully  by  ^rt.  But,  on  the  ascending  scale,  on 
reaching  human  beings,  there  is  a  reversal  of  the  law.  Woman's 

• 

beauty  transcends  all  other  displays  of  beauty,  while  man  is  far 
less  engaging  in  facial  expression.  His  face  inspires  a  different 
kind  of  surprise,  admiration,  or  sentiments,  but  no  sentiment  of 
adoration. 

Man's  face  is  partially  covered  by  a  beard,  if  he  is  fully 
developed.  His  features  are  bolder,  harder,  and  his  build  and 
movements  are  indicative  of  strength,  vigor,  and  the  wildest 
exhibitions  of  impetuosity.  With  massive  limbs  and  regular 
deportment,  he  has  no  exterior  beauty  to  be  compared  with  the 
exterior  of  a  beautiful  woman.  A  handsome  man  is  handsome 
by  contrast,  in  possessing  those  harder,  bolder,  and  rougher  phy- 
sical signs  of  attributes  which  animate  him. 

Why  was  a  beard  bestowed  upon  man  ?  That  question,  many 
times  answered,  is  still  open  for  a  more  satisfactory  explanation 
than  has  yet  been  given.  If  it  serves  as  a  sieve  to  prevent  the 
inhalation  of  dust  into  the  lungs,  why  not  protect  a  woman  in 
the  same  manner?    She  crosses  the  sandy  deserts  of  Africa 
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with  her  bearded  nomadic  aesodates,  exposed  to  the  same 
^mooms.  His  cervical  glande,  a  priori,  require  no  moreproteo- 
tion  than  those  on  her  throat  performing  precisely  the  same  office. 

AJtemations  of  heat  and  cold  do  not  interfere  with  the 
functions  of  those  salivary  organs  in  her  exposed  neck,  any 
oft«ner  than  when  matted  with  a  bushy  beard.  Nor  do  we 
admit  the  cogency  of  the  argument,  that  a  beard  is  a  sign  to 
signify  the  perfection  of  manhood.  Those  fair-skinned  or  dark 
tribes,  or  the  red  Indians  of  this  Continent,  are  provided  with 
no  such  appendage.  The  Caucasian  has  a  beard.  "We  shave  it 
off  daily,  but  Nature  takes  no  hint — cares  notbing  about  the 
inconvenience  to  which  we  are  subjected  in  removing  it  with  a 
dull  razor:  it  continually  grows. ■  It  was  intended  to  subserve 
some  usefiil  purpose,  but  at  present  physiologists  cannot  agree 
what  that  is.  Were  non-bearded  men  mentally  inferior,  or 
those  persons  less  mnscuJar,  a  clue  would  be  found  to  a  solution 
of  the  question.  There  are  as  many  Samsons  without  a  beard, 
and  bald,  as  there  are  with  long  locks  and  a  disgusting  sheet 
of  tangled  l>eard  swaying  over  their  linen  bosoms. 

Straggling  hairs  on  the  chin  and  the  angles  of  the  mouth  on 
females  are  taken,  on  slender  authority,  however,  as  indications 
of  a  masculine  character  and  sterility.  A  Spanish  woman  was 
extensively  exhibited  a  few  years  since  in  all  the  principal  cities, 
who  had  a  prodigiously  black  bnshy  beard.  She  was  the  mother 
of  three  children,  neither  of  whom  appeared  to  have  inherited 
a  predisposition  to  its  mother's  anomalous  appearance. 

In  her  case,  the  development  of  a  beard  did  not  diminish  a 
womanly  expression  of  refinement  and  feminine  excellence, 
nor  did  it  interfere  with  any  maternal  relations.  It  was  thick, 
glossy,  long,  which,  with  thick-set  whiskers,  would  have  been 
the  delight  of  scores  of  beardless  bucks  who  have  vainly  coaxed 
for  a  show  on  a  smooth  chin,  through  costly  pots  of  perfumed 
bearVgrease.  3 
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When  women  have  paeeed  tbe  age  of  maternity,  it  is  qnita 
common  to  be  annoyed  with  straggling  hairs  shooting  out  on 
the  npper  lip,  and  about  the  lower  edge  of  the  chin ;  but 
attempts  at  removing  them  by  violence,  the  grip  of  tweezers,  or 
jerks  by  the  fingers,  by  creating  a  slight  local  inflammation^ 
furnishes  an  extra  determination  of  blood  to  the  locality,  that 
rather  augments  the  crop.  Depilatories  are  to  be  had  in  the 
shops  which  remove  them  without  inflicting  an  injury  to  the 
complexion. 

Female  Voice. 

A  particularly  sonorous  voice  is  ordinarily  associated  with  a 
beard  in  men.  The  tone  of  tlfe  female  voice  is  subject  to  none 
of  the  changes  which  the  boy's  larynx  produces  on  his  voice  in 
passing  through  a  pubert  revolution  of  his  system.  The  girl  of 
the  age  of  the  boy  is  more  mature,  and  shows  her  advance 
beyond  him  in-  the  contour  of  her  chest.  Both  remain  physi- 
cally stationary  for  many  successive  years.  At  forty-five  or 
fifty,  depending  to  some  ettent,  perhaps,  on  climate,  all  other 
circumstances  being^  equal,  she  passes  through  a  change  quite  as 
curious  and  inexplicable  as  any  phenomena  which  are  stumbling- 
blocks  in  science. 

With  all  her  faculties  in  maturity,  in  health,  in  capacity  for 
all  the  responsibilities  belonging  to  her  surroundings,  nature  is 
inflexible  by  declaring  she  shall  no  longer  exercise  the  functions 
of  a  mother — she  can  no  longer  bear  children. 

On  the  other  hand,  man  may  possibly  be  a  father  at  any 
period  from  youth  to  a  full  one  hundred  years,  if  reliance  is  to 
be  placed  in  the  statements  of  very  high  medical  authority. 

Some  men's  voices  are  not  essentially  altered  in  timbre  at 
puberty.  They  are  harsh,  unmusical,  or  squeaky,  which  is 
attributable  to  an  arrest  of  larynx  development  while  other 
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revolutionary  changea  are  taking  place  in  the  natural  otder  of 
events.  An  analogous  transition  in  the  vocal  apparatus  of  fowls 
is  noticeable.  Toung  cofks  make  laudable  efforts  at  crowing, 
whicli  are  ridicnlons,  compared  with  the  full  sonorous  voice  of 
A  fully-grown  chanticleer.  Wild  fowls  exhibit  no  very  noisy 
vocalizations  like  crowing.  Theirs  is  a  repetition  of  one  or  two 
notes  or  warbles.  A  sonorous  voice  is  due,  in  part,  to  an  evo- 
lution of  einuges  or  apartments  in  the  bones  of  the  elieeka  and 
frontal  bone,  in  which  there  are  large  chambers,  bearing  a  certain 
proportion  to  the  capacity  of  the  box  in  which  the  vocal  cords 
vibrate.  In  eunuclis,  these  eonoroua  rooms  for  the  reverberation 
of  sounds  are  hardly  perceptible.  There  are  none  in  children. 
The  plates  of  bone  begin  to  recede  fur  the  formation  of  ainnaea 
at  puberty.  They  are  extensive  in  the  skull  of  the  lion,  whose  ' 
roar  is  a  terrific  sonnd  in  those  dreary  regions  where  he  prowls 
a  monarch  over  beasts. 

Their  Ribs. 
From  iumiomorial  time  a  vague  impression  has  been  enter- 
tained among  those  most  susceptible  in  the  way  of  marvels,  of 
course  the  most  ignorant,  that  men  have  not  as  many  ribs  on 
one  sWe  as  the  other ;  and  the  reason  given  for  it  is  simply  this, 
viz. ;  that  Adam  had  one  taken  out  for  the  manufacture  of  Eve. 
A  very  ridiculous  notion,  without  a  single  fact  to  base  it  upon. 
Every  well-formed  man  has  precisely  twelve  ribs  on  each  side, 
twenty-four  in  all.  Seven  are  long,  articulated  to  the  breast- 
bone through  the  intervention  of  elastic  cartilages.  Five  on  eitlier 
side  are  short,  articulated  posteriorly  to  the  spine,  but  their  front 
extremities  float  luosely  in  the  fleshy  walls  of  the  abdomen.* 

•  A  tnononuuilac  In  one  of  the  Western  Slaleei,  In  May,  ISTl ,  undertook 
to  extract  one  of  his  own  ribs,  oat  of  which  It  was  liia  parpose  to  make  a 
wife  who  ahould  oome  up  to  his  ideal  standard  of  a  proiiet  coiapauion  lor  > 
bachelor  of  means  I 
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This  carious  arrangement  in  the  lower  ribs  allows  for  tlie 
enlargement  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  and  the  flexion  of  the 
body  forward. 

All  the  ribs  of  serpents  are  free  at  their  anterior  extremity, 
and  move  like  feet  in  crawling,  each  being  acted  upon  by  a 
complicated  attachment  of  muscles.  In  consequence  of  their 
peculiar  articulation  to  the  backbone  by  a  kind  of  rolling  ball 
and  socket  joint,  those  hideous  reptiles  are  enabled  to  swallow 
their  prey  in  one  piece,  even  when  the  mass  has  a  greater 
diameter  than  their  own  body ;  the  ribs,  being  pressed  off  either 
way,  react  back,  as  so  many  springs,  to  compress  the  contents 
of  the  stomach  into  the  smallest  dimensions  as  the  process  of 
digestion  proceeds. 

In  number,  situation,  and  use,  the  ribs  are  the  same  in  both 
sexes.  The  muscular  cordage  embracing  them  is  also  the  same, 
and  they  bear  the  same  names. 

Even  admitting  it  to  be  literally  true  that  a  rib  was  taken 
from  Adam,  which  we  have  no  right  to  doubt,  deformities, 
malformations,  or  defective  developments,  we  have  seen,  are 
not  transmissible.  If  they  were,  then  there  would  be  a  space 
for  a  missing  rib. 

An  excess  of  members  is  not  unfrequent,  but  in  a  majority 
of  instances,  when  there  are  supernumerary  parts,  as  an  extra 
finger,  extra  ears,  supernumerary  toes,  etc.,  they  invariably  ap- 
pear to  have  belonged  to  another  being.  In  the  commencement 
of  uterine  ei^istence,  there  were  two  germs ;  the  growth  of  one 
being  arrested,,  while  some  fragments  becoming  attached  to  the 
other,  in  the  progress  of  development,  were  nourished  and  be- 
came a  part  of  the  living  child. 

In  every  case,  supernumerary  appendages  are  considered  as 
having  been  the  property  of  the  blighted  twin. 
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Steanqk  Fbeaks  in  Natube. 

A  man  advanced  in  years,  awhile  since,  exhibited  himself 
extensively,  who  presented  tlje  strange  anomaly  of  the  lower 
limbs  of  an  infant  protruding  from  just  below  the  pit  of  his 
stomach.  To  the  spectator  it  had  the  appearance  of  a  babe 
half  hidden  in  his  abdomen. 

Originally  there  were  twins.  There  was  an  arrest  of  devel- 
opment of  one,  from  the  hips  upward.  The  other  portion 
became  atta^Jied  to  the  other  at  the  point  of  union  described, 
and  then  there  was  a  second  interraption.  The  limbs  had 
attained  their  present  size,  when  all  further  growth  was  com- 
pletely suspended.  Had  there  been  no  causes  operating  to 
interfere  with  the  uniform  law  of  utero-gestation,  there  would 
have  been  a  pair  of  twins  of  'equal  completeness  in  form  and 
development. 

The  babes  that  recently  died,  boni  at  the  We^t,  whose  bodies 
were  united  in  a  way  to  appear  as  though  lying  on  their  backs, 
with  their  heads  in  opposite  directions,  are  a  further  illustration 
of  this  melting  of  two  beings  into  one. 

Occasionally  twins  are  born  united  firmly  back  to  back. 
The  Siamese  twins  were  held  together  by  a  lai^  ligamentous 
mass,  the  division  of  which  might  peril  their  lives,  no  surgeon 
being  willing  to  sever  the  connection  for  fear  of  a  hemorrhage 
from  arteries  they  might  not  be  able  to  control. 

Where  there  are  two  heads  with  only  one  body,  as  seen  in 
the  colored  sisterB  who  have  been  throngli  the  States,  they  are 
two  distinct  persons.  This  is  certain,  because  the  two  brains 
porsne  different  trains  of  thought,  utter  words,  and  constantly 
•  show  in  their  mental  manifestations  they  are  distinct  in  soul, 
though  nourished  and  sustained  by  one  body.    It  is  quite  prob- 


88  THE  WAYS  OF  WOMEN. 

able,  however,  tliat  it  will  be  discovered  there  are  two  spines, 
and  two  distinct  spinal  cords,  hereafter. 

An  agent  who  appeared  to  hare  a  pecuniary  interest  at  stake 
in  this  double-headed  girl,  proposed  insurance  on  her  life  at  an 
office  in  New  York.  A  question  was  at  once  mooted,  whether 
there  were  two  or  only  one  individual  to  be  examined.  There 
were  four  lower  limbs,  but  only  one  set  of  bowels,  and,  as  it 
was  thought,  only  one  stomach.  A  paper  was  handed  in  from 
a  medical  gentleman  of  Boston,  who  gave  it  as  his  decided 
opinion  there  were  two  persons  in  the  one ! 

In  the  course  of  these  deliberations,  we  shall  endeavor  to 
show  that  defects  are  not  propagated  to  the  injury  of  a  race. 
Individuals,  but  not  families,  are  imperfect  in  form.  Nature 
is  conservative  and  corrects  deviations,  but  never  perpetuates 
them.  Accidental  circumstances  modify  conditions.  Hence, 
the  children  of  such  deviations  from  a  normal  standard  are  not 
like  their  parents.  One-arm  children,  children  with  only  one 
leg,  or  those  with  extra  limbs,  are  not,  as  a  natural  consequence, 
the  oflE^pring  of  parents  thus  defective  or  over-burdened  with 
useless  appendages. 

Pelvic  Constkuction. 

Notwithstanding  the  consideratioft  that  has  been  given  in 
preceding  pages  to  the  pelvis,  as  a  piece  of  mechanism,  unri- 
valled, curious  from  the  simplicity  of  its  construction,  and  the 
many  essential  offices  it  sustains,  it  would  be  unpardonable  to 
omit  pointing  out  to  parents^  instructors,  and  those  having 
charge  of  school-houses,  seminaries,  and  institutions  for  the 
education  of  females,  a  danger  that  should  be  avoided,  but 
which  rarely  receives  any  thought  beyond  the  lecture-room  of  a 
medical  college. 

In  a  sitting  posture,  the  weight  of  the  body  is  transmitted 
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to  the  Beat  tlirongli  the  lower  enda  of  two  bones,  having  an 
irregular  "knob-flhape,  called  ossa  iaohia. 

If  in  early  youth  those  thi-ee  bonea  compoeing  the  pelvis, 
are  foBced  out  o£  place,  or  gradually  distorted  by  pressure,  it 
may  not  only  produce  a  subsequent  life  of  misery,  but  abso- 
lutely be  a  cause  of  a  painful  death  to  a  woman. 

As  repeatedly  asserted,  the  bonea  are  alow  of  growth,  and 
not  completely  ossified  till  near  the  twentieth  year  in  females. 
A  neglect  to  provide  them  with  soft  cushions  or  elastic  cover- 
ings, instead  of  hard  benches,  bard  chairs,  or  harder  stools, 
while  pursuing  their  studies,  may  produce  such  deviations  in 
those  bones  as  to  be  ever  after  beyond  relief,  A  hard  bone  out 
of  shape,  or  forced  from-  the  line  it  would  have  taken  had  it 
not  been  for  habitual  violence,  cannot  be  pressed  back  to  the 
position  it  should  have  to  secure  the  benefits  of  a  perfect  organ- 
ization. 

TSo  school  for  female  children  should  be  considered  suitable 
for  them,  if  the  seats  are  not  as  generously  supplied  with  cush- 
ions as  the  pews  of  a  church. 

The  same  danger  does  not  threaten  boys  on  board-benches. 
Their  pelvic  bones  are  set  nearer  together,  are  stouter,  heavier, 
and  the  depth  from  the  pubic  brim  to  lower  margin  is  shal- 
lower. In  a  word,  on  the  perfect  form  of  that  bony  basin  de- 
pends the  existence  of  the  human  race. 

There  is  no  parallelism  between  female  savages  and  deli- 
cately nurtured  young  ladies,  the  pride  and  the  glory  of  dvili- 
sationi  The  latter  cannot  endure  the  privations  nor  snetain 
themselves  nnder  a  tithe  of  those  vicissitudes  which  are  inciden- 
tal to  nomadic  life.  Wliile  civilization  brings  out  the  moral 
and  intellectual  faculties  of  an  immortal  soul,  it  carries  in  its 
train  customs,  habits,  and  tendencies  which  sometimes  debilitate, 
undermine,  or  effectually  destroy  individual  constitutions. 
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We  cannot  dwell  on  all  the  points  that  present  themselves  on 
reflecting  npon  what  and  how  we  are  to  act  in  regard  to  favor- 
ing the  proper  development  of  joang  females.  They  demand 
far  more  attention  than  thej  receive  in  the  way  of  ^delicate 
attention.  There  is  a  public  duty  and  obligation  to  be  dis- 
charged, independently  of  parental  solicitude.  Providing  them 
with  soft  seats  in  schools  and  seminaries  is  indispensable,  and 
for  the  reasons  here  set  forth. 


CHAPTER  VL 
Impekfect  Development  of  Women. 

In  no  conntry  are  there  bo  many  imperfectly  developed 
females  as  in  this,  in  proportion  to  the  population.  Nor  are 
there  more  perfectly  formed  ones  on  the  globe, 

"Wlien  a  woman  is  defective  in  physical  development,  there 
is  sometimes  a  corresponding  imperfection  of  mind.  Exceseiva 
nervous  irritability,  or  any  deviation  from  an  uniform  expres- 
sion of  that  calm,  consistent  deportment  which  is  a  command' 
ing  element  in  the  character  of  a  lady,  may  be  due  to  some 
derangements  in  her  system. 

It  is  proverbial  that  women  of  the  Eastern  States  are 
spare,  sharp-featured,  and  wear  an  anxions,  restless  exprcs* 
alon.  There  are  smiling  faces,  and  fair  ones  too;  but  most 
of  thera  exhibit  an  air  of  haste,  nervous  agitation  on  slight 
occasions,  quite  at  variance  with  that  gentleness  of  manner, 
sweetness,  and  affability,  which,  properly  directed,  wins  more 
than  a  park  of  artillery  could  control. 

Climate  is  chargeable  with  many  influences  which  derange 
temperaments.  Nevertheless,  it  Is  sadly  to  be  lamented  thai, 
while  some  are  constitutionally  less  attractive  than  others,  it 
is  their  misfortnne  to  make  themselves  unnecessarily  repulsive. 
Assuming  they  have  a  presumptive  right  to  do  as  they  choose, 
and  all  men  are  bound  in  courtesy  to  bear  and  forbear  under 
a  galling  fire  from  their  batteries,  snch  women  are  more 
dreaded  than  loved. 

Women   who    are   resolved    upon   driving,   mistake   their 
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miBsion.  Weak  men  may  be  led  by  them ;  but  it  is  a  difficult 
imdertaking  to  drive  those  they  may  most  desire  to  have  at 
their  mercy. 

No  woman  who  has  arrived  at  eighteen  with  a  flat  chest, 
is  harmoniously  developed.  Prominent  signs  of  womanhood, 
the  absence  of  which  are  indications  of  a  defect  to  be  deplored, 
not  because  she  is  less  vivacious,  less  capable,  or  less  able  to 
fill  the  rdle  prescribed  to  the  sex  in  the  ordinary  pursuits  of 
life,  are  very  common  with  irritable  temperaments.  The 
ingenuity  of  dressmakers  and  india-rubber  manipulators  is 
consequently  invoked. 

There  are  young  ladies,  in  the  ratio,  perhaps,  of  ten  in 
a  hundred,  in  the  Korthem  and  Eastern  States,  on  whom 
there  is  no  mammal  elevation  till  they  become  mothers. 
When  that  event  occurs,  there  is  an  immediate  deposition  of 
fat  round  the  lactic  ducts  to  protect  the  breast  from  injury 
during  lactation.  At  weaning,  the  adipose  deposit  is  absorbed, 
and  the  vessels,  so  carefully  surrounded  by  elastic  tissue  against 
the  possible  contingencies  of  contusions,  while  the  fountain 
was  supplying  the  wants  of  a  new  being,  shrink  back  to  the 
surface  of  the  great  pectoral  muscle,  hardly  larger  than  fine 
threads. 

Fashionable  interference  with  nature  is  the  secret  of  this 
anomalous  condition.  To  an  extent  quite  noticeable,  the  cut 
and  fit  of  garments  suppress  the  mammal  characteristic  of 
perfect  womanhood. 

It  is  a  tacit  acknowledgment  in  trade,  that  art  takes  the 
place  of  nature  in  all  cases  where  show  answers  all  the 
purposes  of  substance. 

Artificial  limbs,  wigs,  cambric  breast-cups,  basket-work 
convexities,  wooden  calves,  etc.,  which  improve  the  appear- 
ance, are  neither  violations  of    statute    or  social  law,  and. 
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tlierefore,  will  not  be  ab&ndoned  while  one  sex  has  a  desire 
to  appear  well  made  to  the  other. 

60  artistically  are  mammal  appliances  put  in  place,  rea- 
piration  produces  all  the  movements  as  when  the  organg  are  in 
flill  maturity. 

An  imposition  is  practised  both  on  old  and  young  ladies 
of  non-mammal  development  condition,  tliut  should  be  exposed. 
There  is  on  sale  in  sliops  an  ointment,  exceedingly  precious, 
according  to  the  sliajneful  misrepresentation  of  proprietors,  for 
promoting  the  growth  of  the  breasts. 

Medications,  either  externally  or  internally,  for  that  pm-- 
pose,  are  positively  useless.  The  swindle  is  enormously 
profitable,  because  no  female,  after  wasting  as  many  dollars  as 
alie  has  teeth,  has  the  moral  courage  to  denounce  the  fraud. 
It  would  be  confessing  her  fiilure  in  the  experiment,  80 
the  sale  goes  briskly  on,  and  will  till  something  new,  repre- 
sented more  potent,  with  a  sweeter  odor,  takes  its  place. 
Empty-headed  bucks  and  beardless  fops  patronize  whisker 
fertiiizera  in  the  same  way,  without  ever  having  started 
three  hairs  where  none  were  designed  to  grow. 

Anomaues. 

"When  the  hair  bulbs  are  wanting,  or  are  but  imperfectly 
developed,  -which  are  hereditary  conditions  in  some  families, 
no  medications  are  effectual  in  quickening  them  into  activity. 
Wlien  they  are  imagined  to  have  been  serviceable  in  pro- 
moting a  growth  of  hair,  it  is  from  friction  in  rubbing  on 
the  article,  and  not  the  preparation  which  produces  the  change. 

Anomalous  pecuharities  show  themsel.ves  from  generation 
to  generation  in  families.  A  predisposition  to  baldness  is 
one;  a  beardless  chin   is  another.     But  such   departures  are 
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not  aniform.  Thus  one  son  has  a  full  beard  and  wliiakeni 
while  a  brother  is  deficient  in  both.  It  is  to  be  obeerved,  in 
regard  to  theae  deviations  from  a  normal  type,  or  inconstancy 
in  external  markings,  that  tlierc  are  no  departores  or  variationa 
in  organs  essential  to  perfect  nutrition. 

Through  the  entire  history  of  the  Kendalls,  as  far  as 
chronicles  refer,  a  child  is  occasionally  bom  ^  with  six  toes, 
on  one  or  both  feet,  or  with  an  extra  finger  outside  the  small 
one,  on  one  or  both  hands.  But  tliat  by  no  means  warrants  a 
belief  the  Kendalls  of  England,  or  their  relatives  in  America, 
are  the  lineal  descendants  of  extinct  Palestine  giants,  who 
were  thus  provided  with  additional  toes  and  fingers.  It  is 
rather  to  be  explained  on  the  philosophical  principle  tliat  has 
already  been  suggested,  viz.,  that  each  and  every  supernu- 
merary finger  or  toe  is  the  remnant  and  only  surviving  one 
of  a  blighted  twin,  that  would  have  been  bom  had  all  its 
parts  been  symmetrically  developed  in  time. 

A  female  dwarf  is  often  seen  in  New  York,  petitioning 
for  charity,  whose  anns  terminate  at  the  elbows.  Tliere  are 
no  fore-arms.  On  the  end  of  each  stump  are  fleshy  kernels, 
which  may  be  properly  considered  rudimentary  fingers.  This 
is  an  instance  of  arrested  development,  and  not  to  be  con- 
founded with  cases  of  excess  of  members.  Her  lower  limbs 
are  perfect  in  shape,  but  not  elongated,  which  indicates  a 
second  arrest  of  vital  force  at  the  period  usually  most  active 
in  children,  when  the  shafts  of  their  cylindrical  bones  are 
lengthened. 

There  is  a  much-respected  member  of  the  British  House 
of  Commons  who  never  had  arms  or  legs,  nor  are  there  any 
rudimentary  prominences  to  lead  to  the  supposition  they  ever 
had  a  germinal  existence.  Melancholy  as  this  extraordinary 
form  of  defective  external  organization  appears,  he  is  a  man 
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dietinguisbed  for  a  brilliant  and  cultivated  intellect.  With 
singular  ftdroitnoas,  be  writes  witb  &  pea  in  bis  moutb.  That, 
too,  abowa  to  what  yioariona  uses  musclea  ■  may  be  trained, 
and  bow  the  nerree,  even  tboee  emanating  from  ganglionic 
centres,  may  conduct '  volitions  or  carry  influences  widely 
different  from  those  assigned   to  them  by  the  ] 


Abnormal  Deviations. 

Tbe  subject  is  not  yet  esbausted.  Some  further  obser- 
vations on  the  fruitful  topic  of  deviations  are  appropriate. 
A  violation  of  a  natural  law  does  not  abrogate  it.  It  nuiy 
be  more  logically  expressed  by  repeating  tbe  words  of  another 
chapter,  that  a  law  of  nature  cannot  be  altered  or  abolished. 
In  those  singular  deviations  in  animal  fonns  from  the  tme 
type,  we  see  that  a  constant  effort  for  a  correction  of  the 
error  or  defect  is  apparent.  Nature  never  relaxes  or  aban- 
dons the  nndertaldiig  till  the  object  is  fully  accomplished. 

A  calf  with  two  heads,  a  pig  with  only  one  eye,  a  chicken 
with  ioQT  legs,  or  a  Nellis  without  arms,  is  a  departure  from 
a  prescribed  pattern.  They  are  aberrations,  and  tlierefore 
not  to  be  repeated  by  direct  propagation.  Wlienever  Uiey 
happen,  it  is  due  to  circumstances  wliich  we  have  not  bad 
the  sagacity  to  detect  by  scientific  resesrchea. 

Physical  defects  that  incapacitate  individuals  from  serving 
themselves  according  to  tbe  reijuirements  of  their  nature,  and 
for  aiding  and  assisting  their  offspring  till  they  are  in  a 
condition  to  take  care  of  tberaselves,  independently  of  the 
parents,  are  not  represented  in  their  progeny.  Monsters  are 
neither  the  fathers  or  mothers  of  monsters.  Were  it  other- 
wise, confuffion  wonld  follow,  and  no  two  animals  would 
resemble  each  other  in  form,  in  character,  or  habitc    The 
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world  would  teem  with  frightful  cFeatores,  more  hideouB  and 
terrible  than  the  prolific  iinaginatiouB  of  poets  muster  for 
their  most  daring  contests  with  strange  beings,  created  for 
special  occasions. 

Obiqixal  Forms  Pbsseryed. 

By  ingenious,  persevering  manipulations,  flowers,  fruits,  and 
even  animals  may  be  produced  wholly  unlike  those  from  which 
their  origin  was  derived.  But  they  cannot  be  kept  at  that 
point.  A  tendency  to  fall  back  to  the  form  and  condition  of 
the  original  type  cannot  be  effectually  suppressed.  A  gardenei^s 
treatment,  unrelaxed,  furnishes  the  market  with  uncommonly 
large  strawberries ;  but  a  relaxation  of  his  attentions  would  be 
taken  advantage  of  by  vigilant  nature,  to  turn  them  back  to 
the  size  to  which  the  law  of  limitation  had  assigned  them. 

Animals  may  be  so  amalgamated  by  interfering  with  the 
laws  of  reproduction,  as  to  bring  into  being  forms  that  indicate 
an  origin  from  mixing  races.  They  may  not  very  accurately 
resemble  eitlier  parent,  and  yet  there  are  characteristic  pecu- 
liarities which  belong  to  both.  Mules  are  neither  horses  nor 
asses.  Without  the  beauty  of  the  first,  or  insignificance  ot 
the  latter,  they  are  highly-prized  hybrids,  often  taller  than  the 
horse,  longer-lived  than  either  of  the  parents,  and  with  a 
hardier  constitution,  greater  powers  of  endurance,  and  immu- 
nity from  diseases  to  which  both  are  incident.  With  such 
excellent  properties,  mules  do  not  breed  mules.  Nature  is 
consistent  with  herself  in  the  enforcement  of  laws  for  the 
preservation  of  species. 

Obigik  op  Species. 

We  shall  not  meddle  with  the  engrossing  subject  of  evolu- 
tion, the  present  plaything  of  scientists.    Whether  we  are 
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degenerated  monkeyfl  or  the  cliildreQ  of  Adam,  is  of  no  conee- 
qnence  iu  these  inTcstigationa,  It  is  enough  that  we  are  here ; 
but  how  or  when  the  firet  human  being  assumed  the  preroga- 
tives of  a  man,  if  the  Mosaic  cosmogony  is  ignored,  cannot  be 
determined  by  quarrelling  with  thooristg. 

To  fortify  the  position  assnmed,  that  nature  does  not  allow 
of  the  reproduction  of  defects,  or  rather  deficiencies,  of  parts 
essential  for  individual  protection,  further  illustrationB  might 
be  collected  quite  as  cogent  as  any  already  cited. 

Of  a  large  collection  of  remarkable  examples,  two  more  only 
are  introduced,  not  so  much  on  account  of  their  novelty  as  to 
'  preserve  a  connecting  fact,  usually  omitted,  viz. ;  that  persona 
bom  without  a  full  complement  of  hmbs  feel  no  deprivation  on 
that  account,  nor  would  they  over  repine  over  the  misfortune, 
were  they  not  commiserated  and  educated  to  a  knowledge  of 
tlieir  condition. 

A  hank  clerk  resided  in  Boston,  bom  with  only  one  perfect 
arm  and  hand.  The  other  stopped  short  at  the  elbow.  Ex- 
ceedingly expert  in  handling  bills  at  the  counter,  he  could  not 
conceive  of  any  use  for  another  hand  if  he  had  had  one. 

Mr,  Nellis,  whose  name  was  once  familiar  from  Maine  to 
Georgia,  was  bom  without  arms,  Not  the  slightest  rudimentary 
elevation  at  the  shoulders  indicated  a  blighting  of  elementary 
limbs.  Ilis  skill  in  using  scissors  with  his  toes,  writing  legibly 
and  rapidly,  drawing,  handling  a  knife,  firing  at  a  mark  with  a 
bow  and  arrow,  was  very  surprising.  He  was  a  well-informed, 
intelligent  person,  whose  conversation  and  deportment  were 
those  of  a  gentleman  of  refinement.  Mr.  Nelhs  frankly  stated 
that  he  could  not  realize  that  he  was  defective  in  any  essential 
particular,  because  he  had  no  use  for  arms  if  he  had  them. 

Wliile  waiting  for  a  train  at  the  western  depot  in  Boston, 
some  years  ago,  a  tall  man  came  to  the  stove  to  warm  himself, 
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whose  hands  were  on  his  shoulders.  Thej  were  large,  and  the 
fingers  long  and  bon  j,  having  the  appearance  of  being  nsed  in 
laborious  pursuits.  The  arm-bones  were  there,  no  longer  than 
at  birth,  but  stout  and  strong.  The  case  is  without  a  parallel 
in  the  writer's  experience.  Had  he  been  questioned,  no  doubt 
he  would  have  said  he  experienced  no  particular  inconvenienoe 
from  the  deformity,  because  he  had  not  been  deprived  of  any 
better  arms. 

Induced  Modifications  of  Forms. 

Mr.  Charles  Brown,  a  native  of  Waltham,  Mass.,  died  in 
1871,  whoso  right  arm-bone,  between  the  shoulder-joint  and 
elbow,  was  absorbed  completely,  and  carried  out  of  the  system. 
An  injury,  inflicted  by  a  blow  from  the  horn  of  an  ox  he  was 
visiting  in  the  stall,  produced  inflammation,  which,  without 
much  pain,  and  certainly  before  there  was  apprehension  of 
danger,  resulted  in  that  most  extraordinary  removal  of  a  long 
cylindrical  bone,  without  the  escape  of  a  single  particle  through 
an  external  aperture.  The  brace  being  taken  away  which  kept 
the  muscles  extended,  they  drew  the  elbow  up  to  very  near  the 
shoulder,  bulging  out,  of  course,  in  shortening,  by  contraction, 
destroying  the  symmetry  of  the  arm.  When  his  fingers  grasped 
an  object,  or  he  lifted  a  laden  basket,  handled  the  reins  of  a 
harnessed  horse,  the  arm  was  elongated  to  the  original  length. 
On  letting  go,  the  muscles  would  instantly  contract  like  india- 
rubber  straps. 

With  animals,  when  there  are  anomalies  in  respect  to  limbs-, 
there  is  commonly  an  excess  rather  than  a  deficiency.  We 
have  seen  a  dog  without  four  legs  which  had  acquired  a  method 
of  going  ahead  with  a  degree  of  flcetness  quite  surprising. 

It  is  possible  to  very  materially  abridge  the  growth  of  parts, 
to  distort  bones,  and  to  promote  or  diminish  vital  force  in  the 
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rearing  of  children.     Civilization  is  imperfect  wlien  it  coufiictg 
with  nature. 


The  Dress  of  Littlb  Girls. 

They  shonld  never  wear  tight-titling  dressies  over  the  chest 
Entire  and  perfect  freedom  Bhould  invariably  be  given  to  tliat 
region.  Any  close  contact  of  clothing  over  the  pectoral  mus- 
cles, or  hatitnal  compression,  is  an  interference  with  a  series  of 
local  changes,  slowly  progressing  tliere,  of  incalculable  import- 
ance in  the  economy  of  female  life.  Perfectly  soft,  pliable 
fabrics  for  their  apparel  need  not  be  nrged  npon  those  who  seek 
for  tnowledge  in  reference  to  a  conscientious  discharge  of  paren- 
tal duties.  For  the  ignorant,  or  those  who  care  but  little,  for  those 
who  assert  there  is  something  more  to  learn,  before  we  have 
exliauBted  tlie  springs  of  thought,  these  comments  are  intended. 

In  the  anatomical  arrangements  of  the  female  chest,  there 
is  a  congenital  preparation  for  the  development  of  organs  at  a 
proper  time,  tlie  elements  of  which  have  been  quiescent  from 
early  infancy.  By  and  by  compact  cells  are  filled,  and  the 
manuna  rise  is  organic  completeness. 

If,  however,  compression  is  maintained  there,  regularly  and 
habitually,  when  an  increased  vital  activity  is  preparing  for  the 
development  of  those  organs,  the  contest  will  not  be  a  pro- 
tracted one  between  nature  and  opposition.  Arterial  energy 
will  diminish  under  restraint,  and  the  breasts  will  not  rise,  as 
they  would  have  appeared,  had  no  hindrance  to  the  developing 
force  been  operating. 

Even  when  there  is  a  considerable  adipose  fulness  uncon- 
nected with  the  mammary  apparatus  in  its  embrj-otic  Jorm,  if 
close-fitting  garments  are  habitually  worn,  the  roundness  and 
Kiftneae  will  be  reduced,  by  absorption  of  the  material  deposi- 
ted in  Uie  Hulscutaneous  tissnes. 
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Under  the  pretext  for  protecting  the  chest  from  cold,  aomo 
mothers  are  despotically  disposed  to  swathb  their  little  daugh- 
ters as  closely  as  bandaged  mummies.  It  is  wholly  wrong.  Noth- 
ing should  be  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  space  between  the 
shoulders  in  front  to  the  tip  of  the  breast-bone.  Harnessing 
them  in  stays,  corsets,  or,  indeed,  any  other  contrivances  of  fash- 
ioijable  acceptance  for  improving  the  forms  of  young  girls,  are 
abominations. 

By  mismanagement,  with  the  intention  of  improving  upon 
nature,  tliat  they  may  have  more  attractions,  and  more  arrows 
in  their  quivers  when  yotlng  ladies,  mothers  do  them  an  irre- 
parable injury. 

Development  of  Vital  Force. 

Friction  will  partially  raise  the  tone  of  vessels  that  minis- 
ter to  the  mamma,  but  medications  are  inert  and  powerless  in 
developing  them  where  violence  of  dress  prevented  their 
growth  at  first. 

Having  shown  the  uselessness  of  lotions,  unguents,  electric- 
ity, or  other  trumpeted  remedies  for  defective  mammary  devel- 
opment, and  the  grossness  and  unblushing  impudence  of  im- 
postors in  that  line  of  imposition,  we  proceed  to  another 
field  where  the  harvest  is  large  and  the  laborers  few. 

A  withered  or  partially  palsied  limb  may  be  improved  by 
rubbing.  The  hand  of  a  sound  person  is  a  thousand-fold  better 
than  a  fiesh-brush  or  hair-mitten.  Friction  accelerates  the  flow 
of  blood  where  the  circulation  is  sluggishly  carried  on,  owing 
to  the  defective  influx  of  nervous  influence,  which,  together 
with  warmth  and  the  electrical  current  from  the  officiating 
operator,  raises  the  tone  of  vitality  in  the  member. 

Women  imperfectly  developed  are  apt  to  be  excitable, 
apprehensive,  and  wear  the  look  of  being  cautiously  watching 
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for  sttrpriees.  Tbey  are  the  womea  who  are  restless  without 
cause,  and  unhappy  in  the  midst  of  pleasant  sniroundiiigs. 
■  They  represent  that  class  of  ladies  who  arc  not  treated  as 
they  consider  they  ought  to  he  by  their  hosbands.  Con- 
ditions of  the  mind  are  recognized  in  which  revolting  crimes 
are  perpetrated  by  women,  not  accotinted  for  upon  any  well- 
establiabed  principles  in  mental  philosophy,  which,  perhaps 
remotely,  Iiave  a  connection  with  some  of  those  abnormal 
conditions  of  organs  closely  in  sympathy  with  the  brain, 
about  which  we  shall  know  more  when  the  progress  of  science 
has  settled  other  questions  respecting  the  phenomena  of 
human  life. 

Mental  feebleness  may  have  been  caused  by  a  want  of 
force  from  sources  not  precisely  nervous  centres.  And  the 
other  extreme,  of  paroxysms  of  unbridled  rage,  arise  from 
an  excess  of  vitality,  driven  onward  to  engorge  parts  whose 
intimate  relations  to  the  encephalon  are  more  direct  than 
hitherto   supposed. 

Medical  Jukisphudenoe. 

Medical  jurispradence  is  destined  to  undergo  modifications, 
to  keep  pace  with  s  more  perfect  knowledge  of  the  brain, 
and  especially  the  female  brain,  acted  npon  as  it  is  by  inlQn- 
ences  peculiar  to  themselves.  When  lawmakers  have  been 
educated  to  a  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  origin  of 
nervous  power,  and  particularly  understand  the  phenomena 
of  the  pasdons,  they  may  more  reasonably  account  for  many 
ungovernable  freaks  of  an  excited  woman  than  are  made 
easy  of  comprehension  by  writers  on  moral  insanity. 

In  closing  these  monitory  BU^;e8tion8  in  reference  to 
dressing  little  girls,  it  is  hoped  that  no  one  may  be  so 
uncharitable  as   to   consider  it  is  impertinence  to   discuss  a 
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Babject  tliat  actaallj  has  an  important  bearing  on  tho  physical 
well-being  of  female  adults. 

Physicians  and  tormented  mothers  know,  by  painful 
experience,  of  the  origin  of  another  misfortune;  indeed  a 
considerable  one,  too,  which  is,  perhaps,  caused  by  tight 
dressing,  and  certainly  aggravated  by  it. 

Special  Orieyakces. 

Undeveloped  nipples,  far  more  common  than  supposed, 
are  an  interminable  source  of  trouble,  beoause  an  infaift 
cannot  apply  its  mouth  for  drawing  milk.  Artificial  means 
for  nourishing  the  child  must  necessarily  be  adopted,  always 
to  be  deplored;  and  in  the  next  place,  the  breast  is  injured 
by  over-distension  of  the  milk-ducts,  or  influenced  by  frequent 
applications  of  instruments  for  drawing  ofi  the  secretion  that 
would  have  been  extracted  with  pleasurable  suctions  instead 
of  painful  inflictions,  by  the  delicate  lips  of  her  darling. 

That  condition  which  gives  employment  to  wet-nurses  in 
the  most  fashionable  circles,  rarely  occurs  in  the  middle  classes 
of  society.  Nature  has  her  own  way  witli  children  of  the 
laboring  classes.  Little  girls  are  not  dressed  and  re-dressed  in 
starched  garments  half  a  dozen  times  a  day,  to  meet  tho 
requirements  of  dinner  etiquette,  the  tea-t^ble,  the  evening 
drawing-room,  and  various  other  specialties,  to  fit  them  for 
the  positions  they  are  presumed  destined  to  sustain  when  of 
a  proper  age.  Consequently  they  grow  up  in  health,  with 
the  form  they  ought  to  have,  and  which  the  millionaire's 
daughters  would  have  had,  had  they  been  simply  let  alone. 

Who  ever  heard  of  a  peasant  mother  requiring  a  wet- 
nurse?  Where  can  a  poor  man's  child  be  found  brought  up 
on  a  bottle,  in  consequence  of  the  impossibility  of  taking  its 
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nourishment  from  the  fomitain  prepared  for  it  before  birth, 
because  the  mother's  nipples  were  prevented  from  developing 
bj  the  indiscreetness  of  her  mother  ? 

In  the  frilness  of  our  civilization,  which  is  the  triumph  of 
reason  over  ignorance,  we  choke  ourselves  with  tight  cravats ; 
ligate  our  limbs  with  straps,'  bracelets,  or  something  equally 
objectionable,  to  check  circulation ;  mount  up  on  high  heels, 
that  force  the  feet  out  of  the  plane  of  comfort;  wear  patent 
leather,  which  prevents  evaporation  of  moisture;  cover  our 
heads  wi^  air^ght  hats  at  the  expense  of  our  hair;  sport 
with  glasses  that  spoil  our  e jes ;  fill  our  stomachs  with  com- 
positions  productive  of  gastric  derangements,  and  vainly  seek 
relief  from  self-inflicted  miseries  that  shorten  life,  in  gorging 
with  drugs  that  sfe  worse  than  the  diseases  they  were  expected 
toremovel 
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CHAPTER  VII. 
The  Dress  of  Womes. 

SniAll  WslBts — SufFeringa  from  Fashion — Local  Deformitiea — Compreaaloii 
o[  the  Chest — Development  of  Consumption — Uolieeded  Advice — Form 
of  BojB — How  Female  DreBeeb  ehould  be  Worn. 

Havisg  explained,  in  exteitao,  the  injurious  effects  resulting 
from  improperly  adjusted  garments  on  female  cliildren  when  . 
they  are  coming  into  womanhood,  lot  us  now  investigate  the 
positive  character  of  modem  female  dress  in  respect  to  the 
production  of  disabilities  traceable  to  that  source  in  adult  liie. 

Invention  isj  perhaps,  exercised  as  actively  in  the  produc- 
tion of  new  patterns,  or  modification  of  old  ones,  in  the 
garments  of  women,  as  in  any  department  of  human  industry. 
There  is  neither  loll  nor  suspension  in  that  most  prolific  field 
of  restless  variety.  There  is  no  stability  in  fashions.  It  is  not 
required ;  since  rest  in  that  direction  would  be  equivalent  to 
a  return  to  a  system  of  simplicity  and  comfort  identical  with 
demi-civilization,  if  not  barbarism. 

Complete  ease  and  freedom  of  the. muscles  seems  never  to 
have  been  contemplated  in  these  ever-changing  forms  of  their 
clothing ;  and  the  nearer  they  approach  the  borders  of  dis- 
comforture,  without  esactly  kilHng  themselves  outright,  the 
mora  agreeable,  measured  by  a  standard  of  the  votaries  of 
iashion. 

How  THE  Chest  is  Injuebd. 

It  ie  ungnlar  that  in  the  manifold  styles  of  dress  which 
encoeed  each   other  with  the  rapidity  almost  of  barometrical 
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variations  of  temperature,  not  one  of  tbem  f&vors  tlie  freedom 
of  the  thorax  or  chest.  That  ie  the  axle  to  wMcli  all  pieceB 
are  attached,  and  the  pivot  around  which  they  revolve,  if 
at  all. 

Small  Waists. 

A  small  waist  is  the  first  consideration.  It  ie,  therefore, 
the  study  of  those  who  conceive  they  are  too  large  just  where 
there  should  be  no  interference  with  the  reepiratory  apparatus, 
how  to  diminish  their  diameter.  This  desideratum  has  been 
the  premature  death  of  thousands  upon  thousands  of  the  fairest 
and  most  promising  young  ladies,  before  they  had  time  to 
learn  the  dangers  they  were  inviting  by  following  tlie  example 
of  those  who  teach  by  their  practice  that  they  prefer  conformity 
to  the  requirements  of  a  perverted  taste,  to  exemption  from  the 
penalties  of  being  out  of  shape,  in  the  sense  of  those  who 
exercise  no  Judgment  in  regard  to  this  important  matter.  The 
smaller  the  waist,  therefore,  the  better,  provided  there  is 
epace  enough  preserved  for  descent  of  food  to  the  stomach. 

Stays  are  the  instrumentalities  for  staying  the  development 
of  the  chest.  Beginning  early,  the  ribs  are  pinioned  closely, 
and  by  unrelaxlng  ligation — the  lacing  being  carried  to  the 
last  endurable  point  without  arresting  respiration  —  their 
growth  is  arrested  to  an  exteut  only  laniiliarly  known  to 
anatomists.  Their  function  is  nearly  destroyed,  aa  they 
become  anchylosed,  or  welded,  where  they  were  intended 
to  have  motion  up  and  down,  according  to  tlie  infiation  and 
collapse  of  the  lungs.  After  being  subjected  to  the  torture 
of  stays,  for  such  it  is,  however  eloquently  tliose  who  have 
lived  through  the  operation  of  having  tlieir  chests  kept  down 
to  the  capacity  of  a  child  of  twelve  years,  may  argue  to  tlie 
contrary,  breathing  is  with  them  an  abridged  function — or  it 
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may  be  arrested  without  hesitation.  They  have  counteracted 
nature,  and  in  various  ways  must,  and  do,  suffer  in  con- 
sequence. 

They  even  carry  this  violence  to  the  chest  still  further, 
and  interfere  lamentably  with  the  recti  muscles  in  front  of 
the  abdomen,  which  reach  from  the  pit  of  the  stomach  to  the 
pubic  arch.  These  are  strong  elastic  straps  for  keeping  the 
bowels  in  place  and  in  contact  Thus,  tight  lacing  forces  the 
intestines  out  of  place.  One  organ  is  driven  too  near  another, 
and  the  stomach,  instead  of  being  pendulous,  restrained  by 
its  own  ligaments,  is  pressed  down  out  of  place,  and  that 
drags  the  spleen ;  while  the  free  rise  and  fall  of  the  diaphragm 
is  limited,  which  strikes  at  life  itself,  because  the  lungs  cannot 
be  fully  inflated  when  such  displacements  exist. 

DlSPLACEMEUrr  OF  OfiQAKS. 

After  being  worn  till  all  these  disturbances  have  become 
bearable,  the  distorted  organs  having  been  adjusted  in  new  re- 
lations from  which  there  was  no  escape,  when  a  lady  removes 
her  stays  she  is  very  uncomfortable,  because  aU  those  internal 
parts,  acting  in  duresse,  have  a  tendency  to  return  into  those 
natural  relations  from  which  they  were  forcibly  driven. 

Those  abdominal  muscles  which  keep  the  abdomen  braced 
in  symmetrical  relations,  entirely  lose  their  contractible  energy 
by  being  for  a  long  while  relieved  from  duty ;  and  hence,  in 
taking  away  the  artificial  support,  the  mass  of  viscera  gravitates 
in  a  way  to  make  a  very  undesirable  abdominal  protuberance 
in  front.  Hence,  when  broken  into  stays,  the  harness  cannot 
bo  dispensed  with  without  discomforture. 

Chambermaids  imitate  their  mistresses,  as  far  as  their  cir- 
cumstances allow,  in  seK-impoeed  misery.    Fashions  and  cus- 
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lutliDe  Is  liere  prmcntcd  nf  rlio 
tioD  dT  Xl:e  bones,  us  Ctipy  nppcar  adcr  iIl-oiIi,   i 
worn  tigtitlf  drawn  stays. 

AH  tliu  raise  ribs  fVom  ilie  lower  end  or  tlie  lircastbone,  are  unnnturally  cramped 
inn-nnll^  tnvmnlt  tlie  fpine,  so  that  tli?  liver,  slomacli  mid  otiier  digestive  oivon* 
In  the  immediate  vlcinitj,  are  pressed  inlo  such  small  compasf,  that  iheir  ninetloiis 
are  Inlcmiptcd,  and  in  THrt,  all  the  Te?»e1s.  bones  and  Tiscera,  on  wliicli  the 
Individilnl  is  cooatsnllf  depeodiiig  fur  heaUli,  are  mora  or  lew  distorted  and 
corecUed. 
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toms  are  infectious.  Wlieu  endemic,  they  have  a  regular  run. 
Females,  tberefore,  in  the  coiistitutioo  of  societjr,  eirSer  more 
than  meo  by  the  mutations  of  fashions.  The  latter  make  them- 
selves ridiculous  by  the  cut  of  their  coats,  the  shape  of  their 
hats,  or  the  show  of  toggery  on  their  watch-chains;  but  they  are 
too  much  afraid  of  dying  before  their  time  comes,  to  kill  tlmm- 
selves  with  stays,  although  a  few  brainlesg  fops  make  them- 
selves extra  ridiculous  by  wearing  them. 


Who  to  Consult. 

If  it  is  desirable  for  women  to  have  convincing  proof  of  the 
injury  they  voluntarily  inflict  upon  themselves,  that  they  may 
imagine  themselves  more  attractive  in  the  estimation  of  others, 
let  them  consult  medical  authorities.  They  will  there  have  the 
collected  opinions  of  professional  men,  who  can  have  no  motive 
for  misrepresentations,  that  the  sacrifice  of  women  through  the 
vice  of  dress,  and  destruction  of  infantile  life,  through  malfor- 
matioQS,  displacements,  and  special  maladies  induced  from  the 
wearing  of  stays,  is  a  melancholy  comment  on  one  of  the 
demands  of  modem  civilization.  Ladies  thus  deformed,  and  in 
a  part  of  the  body,  too,  which  prevents  the  respiratory  organs 
and  the  heart  from  carrying  on  processes  of  importance  to  the 
vital  status  of  the  individual,  look  with  disgust  upon  the  little 
feet  of  a  Chinese  belle,  kept  down  to  the  size  of  an  adult  great 
toe  by  bandages.  They  are  cruelly  served — not  voluntarily.  It 
is  no  self-infiicted  torture ;  they  uncomplainingly  submit  to 
make  themselves  more  saleable,  but  it  is  forced  upon  them  by 
ambitious  parents,  that  they  may  bring  a  remunerating  price  for 
the  trouble  of  rearing  them.  Of  course,  with  such  feet,  they 
cannot  walk  with  steadiness  or  facility.  They  must  have  sup- 
port by  a  fan  against  a  wall,  a  parasol,  or  the  occasional  tonch 
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of  some  solid  resisting  body,  or  fall  to  the  floor.  And  this  is 
beautiful !  Nor  is  it  a  whit  more  absurd  than  disfiguring  the 
chest,  not  allowing  it  to  expand,  nor  half  so  injurious.  There 
are  neither  lungs  or  a  pulsating  heart  in  the  feet,  but  there  are 
both  in  the  pleural  cavities. 

Matsbkal  Ikterbst  IK  Daughtebs. 

Maternal  solicitude  for  the  position  and  happiness  of  a  daugh- 
ter is  manifested  very  differently  in  this  country  and  China. 
There,  no  mother  in  whose  bosom  there  is  a  grain  of  motherly 
affection,  would  be  so  lost  to  a  sense  of  duty  as  to  let  her  loved 
Ky-yan-6te  shoot  up  to  the  stature  of  herself  with  feet  as  large 
as  a  Christian's.  !No,  indeed,  that  would  be  barbarous  beyond 
foigivenesfiu 

Compreasmg  the  waist  with  stays  has  precisely  the  same 
effect  on  the  carpentry  of  the  bones,  that  bandaging  the  feet 
produces.  When  the  violence  is  completed,  the  first  cannot 
move  comfortably  without  her  stays,  nor  the  latter  hobble 
through  a  room  without  having  her  ankles  secured  by  many 
yards  of  firm,  strong,  inelastic  bandages,  which,  for  show,  are 
jnside  of  richly-colored  ribbons.  Thoracic  compression  alters 
the  figure  of  the  lungs.  The  chest  is  naturally  broad  at  the 
base,  becoming  narrower  at  the  top — ^a  cone-shaped  structure. 
Women  make  it  narrow  where  it  should  be  broad,  and  broader 
at  the  apex,  where  it  was  originally  narrow. 

Ikflatiok  of  Aib-Cells. 

The  lowest  air-cells  of  the  lobes  cannot  expand  when  air  is 
inhaled,  while  those  in  the  upper  region  of  the  lungs  are  pre- 
tematurally  put  upon  the  stretch,  in  order  to  provide  surface 
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for  the  creatiun  of  blood.  One  end  of  each  long  is  compelled 
to  do  more  towards  maintaming  life  than  it  was  organized  to 
do,  while  the  lower  part  is  prevented  from  giving  mueli  more 
than  a  feeble  degree  of  aagistance. 

Favored,  as  many  robust  women  are,  with  a  fine  organigation 
in  other  respects,  they  can  live  out  a  long  life  in  i  omparative 
health  and  comfort ;  but  they  are  few  compared  to  the  vast 
number  who  fall  sliort  and  die  before  tliey  have  attained  all 
they  might  have  had  on  earth. 

The  first  or  topmost  rib  on  either  side,  just  under  the  collar- 
bone, is  short,  thin,  and  sharp  on  its  inner  curvature.  It  has 
no  motion,  being  a  brace  between  the  dorsal  column  and  the 
breast-bone.  Jt  is  immovable  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
large  arteries  and  veina  belonging  to  the  arms  on  eitlicr  side  of 
the  neck.  Such  is  the  construction  within  the  horizontal  arch 
of  that  rib,  the  upper  portion  of  the  lungs  rise  up  through  the 
space  above  the  levej  of  the  bone.  In  cases  where  the  chest 
has  been  manipulated  till  the  lungs  cannot  expand  downwards, 
they  are  forced  up  above  that  rib.  Hising  and  falling  above 
and  below  that  rib-level,  the  lobe  chafes  and  frets  against  the 
resisting  curvature.  It  is  inflamed  at  last,  and  the  organ  becomes 
diseased.  If  that  chafing  is  not  relieved,  but  in  each  respiration 
the  serous  covering  of  the  lung  is  irritated  continually,  the 
inflammation  is  apt  to  extend  quite  into  the  body  of  the  organ, 
increased  and  intensified  by  exciting  emotions,  lahorions  pur- 
suits, or  unfavorable  exposures.  Finally,  the  mucous  lining  of 
'  the  air-cells  within  the  lung  sympathizes  and  becomes  inflamed 
also. 


COUUEKOBlTEin'  OF   CoNSDHPnOS. 

In  this  condition  we  may  trace  the  commencement  of  pul- 
moDary  consnmption.    It  would  be  denominated  sporadic,  and    , 
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widely  different  from  pulmonary  disease  by  inheritance.  But 
the  possibility  of  deranging  the  fmiction  of  the  lungs  by  simply 
distorting  the  chest,  cannot  be  doubted,  nor  would  any  anatomist 
presume  to  say  such  treatment  does  not  do  violence  to  those 
much-abused,  delicately-constructed  oigans.  Being  forced  from 
their  normal  place  in  the  pleural  cavities,  is  dangerous  in  the 
extreme. 

C!onsumption  is  not  only  developed  by  tight  lacing,  but  a 
multipUcation  of  cases,  where  the  original  conformation  of  the 
individual  was  favorable  for  a  comparatively  long  life,  is  beyond 
question.  Medications  cannot  stay  the  onward  march  of  dis- 
organization, when  ulcerations  eat  the  tissues.  Once  destroyed, 
they  can  never  be  reproduced.  Therefore,  if  prevention  is 
better  than  cure,  less'  expensive  and  always  more  agreeable,  why 
not  profit  by  these  suggestions  t 

No  compression  of  the  base  of  the  chests  of  men  being 
induced  by  tight  dressing,  a  chafing  of  the  upper  surface  of  the 
lungs  rarely  occurs  with  them.  If,  by  constant  effort  to  dis- 
tend the  lungs,  the  lobes  extend  where  there  is  the  least  resist- 
ance, the  tissues  covering  the  space  between  the  inner  curve  of 
the  superior  rib  and  cervical  vertebrae  gradually  relax,  and  are 
convexed  upwardly  at  each  breath.  This,  therefore,  explains  the 
mechanical  results  of  thoracic  compression,  and  women,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  are  the  most  frequent  subjects  of  a  diseased 
condition  of  the  lungs  from  that  cause. 

Unheeded  Advios. 

In  a  blaze  of  hygienic  light,  admonitions  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession are  unheeded,  and  death  and  stays  act  in  unison,  deci- 
mating the  fairest  flowers  of  intellectual  womanhood.  A  warn- 
ing voice  is  lost  in  the  distance  when  it  refers  to  this  subject. 
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Not  one  mother  in  a  thousand  doubts  the  truth  of  wliat  phy- 
Bictans  proclaim  in  respect  to  this  painful  invasion  of  the  chest, 
yet  she  continnes  the  practice. 

Great  men,  giants  in  any  department  of  busy  life — those 
who  make  the  world  conscious  of  their  influence — tliose  who 
quicken  thonght  or  revolutionize  public  sentiment,  and  leave 
the  impress  of  their  genius  in  the  history  of  the  age  in  wliik^ 
they  flourished,  were  not  the  sons  of  gaunt  motliers  whose 
waists  resembled  the  middle  of  an  hour-glass. 


TftANSMISSIOK  OF  DEFEcra. 

Mothers  certainly  transmit  their  own  physical,  if  not  their 
moral  and  other  qualities  to  tlicir  children.  A  feeble  organiza^ 
tion  is  perpetuated  through  successive  generations,  terminating 
at  last  in  the  extinction  of  a  family,  unless  there  is  a  rcvivifica^ 
tion  of  vital  force  by  an  intermixture  of  a  healthy  stock. 

Intermarrying  among  relations,  with  a  view  to  a  selfish  pur- 
pose of  keeping  estates  always  within  the  same  control,  or  from 
a  spirit  of  pride  that  looks  with  contempt  on  alliances  with 
other  blood  as  contamination,  cannot  be  sustained.  There 
most  be  crossings,  and  an  infusion  of  new  elements.  Utter 
extinction  of  a  family  may  safely  be  predicted  that  tolerates  no 
affinity  with  otiier  blood. 

Nature  asserts  the  law,  and,  if  not  respected,  a  race  cannot 
conceal  its  deterioration.  A  feeble  intellect,  supported  by  an 
imperfectly  developed  body,  is  a  notification  of  a  sovereign 
decree — the  disappearance  of  a  family — only  to  bo  saved  by  the 
•  formation  of  new  relations  with  those  who  have  vitality  if  they 
have  not  property. 
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Pbedispositiok  to  Maladies. 

Oompetent  medical  authority  has  decided  that  a  predis- 
position to  certain  maladies  are  transmissible  from  parents 
to  children.  Seeds  of  disease  may  remain  quiescent  many 
years,  and  then  suddenly  burst  out  into  destructive  activity. 
Clmnges  of  weather,  variations  of  temperature,  when  an 
individual  in  whom  they  may  exist  is  exposed,  together 
with  the  peculiar  susceptibility  of  such  persons,  produce 
slight  inflammatory  turgescence  of  the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  throat,  which,  creeping  down  to^  the  interior  of  the  air 
cells  of  the  lungs,  assumes  a  very  grave  aspect. 

The  next  phase  in  the  progress  of  incipient  pulmonary 
derangement  is  a  cough.  Purulent  matter  is  excreted  over 
the  bronchial  mucous  lining  of  the  air-tubes,  to  defend  them 
from  irritation  from  the  direct  contact  of  air  on  the  inflamed 
mucous  membrane.  Violence  in  the  attempt  to  raise  that 
matter,  which,  of  itself,  is  another  source  of  aggravation, 
from  its  weight, — the  thin  partitions  of  the  cells  are  often 
ruptured  by  spasmodic  paroxysms  of  coughing.  K  not  re- 
moved, the  accumulation,  remaining  in  a  mass,  ulcerates  the 
membranes,  and  pus  gravitates  downwards.  Abscesses  are 
formed.    Thus  the  integrity  of  the  whole  lobe  is  involved. 

Emaciations,  in  consequence  of  organic  derangement  and 
imperfect  oxygenation  of  the  blood,  is  the  result.  Debility 
marks  the  onward  destructive  progress  of  ulceration.  Neither 
tonics,  the  modification  of  diet,  or  a  change  of  climate,  can 
arrest  the  further  destruction  that  must  inevitably  terminate 
in  lieath,  when  the  mechanism  by  which  respiration  is  con- 
ducted is  destroyed. 

This  .is  a  mechanical  delineation  of  the  phenomena  of 


■   THE   WATS  OF   WOMEN.  63 

iDduced  polmonaiy  dlBease,  bj  violations  of  the  lawB  of  health. 
DresB,  where  it  interferes  with  a  perfect  expaaeioQ  of  the 
lunge,  certainly  tends  to  the  shortening  of  life. 


Not  Curable. 

Pulmonary  consumption,  in  the  form  here  described,  can- 
not be  cored ;  nor  can  it  be  ranch  relieved.  How  absurd 
then,  on  the  face  of  it,  to  fill  the  stomach  with  drugs,  with 
an  iirpectation  of  regenerating  parts  that  have  been  completely 
dciBtroyed,,  Nostrum-vendera  thrive  by  the  sale  of  consump- 
tion-remedies, but  they  are  the  only  persons  benelited  by  their 
falsely-represented  panaceas. 

FcKTHEB   InTEETIEWING  OV  STATS. 

"Women  are  not  expected  to  lay  them  aside.  Wliile  it 
is  miiversally  admitted  by  them  that  their  taste  is  superior 
to  nature,  stay  and  corset-making  will  be  a  profitable  branch 
of  manufacturing  business  in  comuig  years.    * 

Why  do  not  hoys  require  snch  appliances)  Without 
them,  left  to  themselves,  they  _  grow  up  with  full,  rounded 
diests,  and  their  proportions  are  admirable.  Kare  examples 
of  feminine,  beardless  exquisites  in  stays  are  known  at 
fashionable  places,  tlie  straws  on  the  ripples  of  society,  but 
they  are  invariably  regarded  as  brainless  butterflies  who  are 
neither  men  in  character  nor  women  in  form. 

Criticisms  on  female  dress  are  not  the  ontpourings  of 
an  envious  spirit,  when  they  emanate  from  professional 
writers.  Life  is  a  boon  so  precious,  they  fain  would  per- 
suade women  to  preserve  it,  and  not  sacrifice  it  to  the 
caprice  of  fashion. 
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How  THEiB  Dresses  Should  be  Worn. 

Were  all  their  lai^  garments  suspended  from  the 
shoulders,  the  consequences  resulting  from  confining  them 
round  the  waist  with  the  grip  of  a  boa  constrictor  would 
be  obviated. 

In  addition  to  the  dose-lacing  of  stays,  each  lower  garment 
is  bound  tightly  on,  over  the  same  region,  to  keep  them 
up.  This  is  all  wrong.  Closely-pinned  waists  of  petticoats, 
bands,  belts,  and  buckled  ribbons,  girdles,  or  straps,  posi- 
tively stand  with  firm  resistance  to  the  development  of  the 
base  of  the  chest.  So  it  is  perfectly  clear  without  a  labored 
dissertation,  that  the  mischief  habitually  practised  to  the 
positive  injury  of  the  whole  internal  economy  of  the  female 
body,  might  be  avoided  by  simply  suspending  garments  from 
the  shoulders. 

Very  young  children  are  thus  dressed,  a  mode  only  to  be 
abandoned  before  the  bo^es  of  the  chest  begin  to  ossify  at 
their  distal  extremities.  Moral  and  mental  circumstances  in 
a  little  girPs  fivery-day  life  are  overlooked,  comparatively, 
in  the  effort  to  improve  their  forms. 

Of  the  amount  of  disturbance  produced  in  the  basin  of  the 
pelvis  by  constantly  tying  on  garments,  a  detailed  description  is 
given  in  the  lecture-room  where  diseases  oJ  women  are  ex- 
plained. It  is  difficult  to  popularize  the  subject,  and  that  is  one 
of  the  reasons  no  more  progress  has  been  made  in  revolution- 
izing their  costume.  If  a  cord  were  daily  wound  around  the 
body  just  above  the  hips,  the  bowels  would  be  forced  down- 
wards, interfering  with  another  set  of  organs.  That  is  the 
true  cause  of  a  painful  catalogue  of  maladies  to  which  women 
are  incident.  Displacements  cannot  be  inflicted  without 
suffering  and  real  danger.    Multitudes  of  females  reach  an 
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advanced  age  who  have  survived  tLe  misfortunes  entailed 
upon  tliose  who  poeeessed  leee  tenacity  of  life,  from  being 
subjected  to  tlie  ligatlng  discipline  of  tlie  waiet.  But  that 
ig  no  valid  reason  for  continuing  a  practice  bo  destructive  la 

it6  tendencicB. 


Pkoop  by  Analogy. 

Some  men  escape  injury  in  severe  battles,  where  the 
ground  is  strewn  with  tiie  dead  and  the  dying.  Is  that  a 
proof  that  others  might  escape  algo,  expoiied  to  showei's  of 
flying  balls)  Where  one  woman,  apparently,  has  had  no 
inconvenience  frpm  a  diminiBbed  waist,  more  than  one  hun- 
dred have  died. 

Tlie  weight  of  heavy  clothing  suspended  from  the  shoul- 
ders is  not  as  burdensome  as  when  suspended  from  above 
the  bips.  Still,  with  that  fact  before  ttiem,  ladies  have  made 
no  alteration  in  their  mode  of  dressing.  It  is  a  favorite  way 
of  demonstrating  the  looseness  of  their  garments  oi^ut  the 
waist,  that  tlieir  fingers  can  be  pushed  under  their  belt. 

Tliat  is  quite  possible,  but  tlie  e.ttreme  ligation  is  in  the 
girded  skirts  that  are  worn,  pinned,  or  buttoned  as  closely  as 
tfaey  can  be  drawn. 

Brigades  of  physicians  thrive  profeasionally,  because  women 
persist  in  making  themselves  sick.  Specialists  find  their  com- 
'  plaints  a  profitable  field  for  culture.  Female  doctors,  too, 
Have  not  been  unmintlful  of  the  advantage  tliey  possess  in  gain- 
ing the  cohfidenoe  of  their  own  sex,  by  turning  their  folly  to 
good  pecuniary  account.  .^ 

Oriental  females  keep  their  garmeiwl^tlacc  by  a  scarf  or 
shawl,  according  to  their  means^  Their  trowsers,  imraeusely 
large,  soft  and  pliable,  are  easy  for  the  limbs,  and  graceful  in 


66  THB  WAYS  OF  WOMEN. 

appearance.  They,  however,  are  by  no  means  exempt  from 
contingencies  which  belong  to  girding  the  waist.  Although 
pretty  severely  ligated,  they  are  not  injured  in  the  same  way 
that  civilized  women  suflfer.  If  they  were  as  energetically  in- 
dustrious, they  would  be  equally  exposed.  Their  habitual  in- 
dolence, especially  the  higher  classes  of  ladies,  the  stars  of  the 
harem,  is  favorable  for  them.  They  have  no  chairs,  but  recline 
on  elastic  cushions.  Were  they  obliged  to  exert  themselves  in 
lifting  or  carrying  heavy  children  in  their  arms,  they  could  not 
escape  those  mechanical  displacements  which  are  intimated, 
without  being  specifically  described  in  these  observations. 

With  them,  their  scarfs  are  not  quite  as  terrible  as  stays. 
Instead  of  compressing  the  base  of  the  chest,  Turkish  ladies 
make  the  ligation  lower.  They  spare  the  lungs,  but  in  stooping 
or  rising  suddenly,  they  are  frequently  ruptured.  The  bowels 
are  forced  to  a  point  of  least  resistance, — the  groins,  where  her- 
nial  protrusions  are  common. 

Hernial  Protrusions,  how  Produced. 

Greek  women  have  more  freedom ;  and  engaging  in  domestic 
pursuits  of  all  kinds,  in  consequence  of  keeping  their  clothing 
together,  precisely  as  their  Turkish  sisters  do,  they  are  exten- 
sively and  badly  ruptured.  Perhaps  no  country  in  the  world 
funu^^ '-'jcn  ^qual  number  of  ruptured  women. 

.  W^fiierfiare  subject  to  indispositions  peculiar  to  their  organ- 
izations, which  may  be  made  worse  by  neglect,  or  perpetuated 
by  continued  violence,  however  gradually  inflicted.  On  the 
whole,  leaving  Nature  to  herseK,  the  sexes  possess  equal  advan- 
tages for  health  and  longevity. 


natmw^*  o» 
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SiHPLiciTT  uj  DaBsa  Security  foe  Health, 


Permit  little  girls  to  pass  their  youtli  untrammelled  bj  gar- 
ments that  would  either  compreea,  or  in  the  least  degree  inter- 
fere with  the  chest  or  abdomen. 

Distortions  of  the  pelvis  would  be  avoided  by  providing 
Bttitable  seats  at  school,  and  also  at  home.  No  bone  can  be 
pressed  out  of  line  without  interfering  with  some  function  that 
sooner  or  later  may  be  a  source  of  suffering  or  sicknesa 

While  learning  to  write,  their  positions  should  be  frequently 
varied.  If  .they  habitually  sit  in  the  same  place,  taking  the 
same  posture,  there  is  danger  of  swaying  one  shoulder  or  warp- 
ing it  to  one  side.  Young  girls  are  more  prone  to  have  their 
shoulders  distorted  than  boys.  The  latter  are  nervously  using 
all  their  muscles,  especially  those  of  the  arms,  which  secure 
symmetry  to  their  shoulders.  Girls  are  restrained  from  playing 
ball,  climbing  trees,  or  engaging  in  exercises  that  force  the 
muscles  of  the  spine  to  extra  action.  If  girls  are  left  too  long 
at  the  desk,  one  set  of  muscles  relax,  while  the  other  set  are 
kept  too  long  contracted,  inducing  weariness.  Curvatures  of 
the  spine  have  their  origin  in  not  sufficiently  varying  the  pos- 
tures they  fall  into  by  occupying  tbe^me  seat,  the  same  deak, 
or  receiving  light  from  the  same  direction  always. 

Where  a  scrofulous  habit  exists,  there  should  be  even  greater 
caution  in  varying  the  position  often.  Narrow  chests,  a  breast- 
bone pressed  inwardly  at  its  lower  end — two  sad  conditions — 
may  be  avoided  by  the  simple  process  of  having  the  books  on  a 
high  desk,  which  would  compel  the  pupil  to  sit  up  straight. 

With  these  statements  and  recapitulations  of  what  parents 
and  instructors  should  do  to  secure  the  health,  vigor,  and  beauty 
of  young  girls,  it  is  not  pretended  that  perfect  success  will 
crown  their  efforts.     Some  of  the  most  faultless  in  form  die 
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prematurely ;  but  that  they  are  wronged  out  of  vitality  they 
might  have  had,  treated  as  boys  sij^j  in  respect  to  clothing  and 
outdoor  exercise,  is  mournfully  true  and  lamentable.* 


*  In  those  pans  of  Fruioe  in  which  stajs  have  been  laid  aside  as  injoiiooB, 
it  is  stated  the  mortality  of  females  has  decreased  eighteen  and  a-half  per 
cent  According  to  the  same  aothoiitj,  chignons  increased  cerebral  fereni 
serentj-two  per  cent. 


CHAPTEE    Vin. 

EXEBCIBB    OB  WOMBN- 

Feet  were  intended  for  use,  yet  there  are  women  qnite  nn* 
willing  to  exercise  them  in  any  other  way  than  dancing.  Some 
scarcely  feel  able  to  walk  from  a  dresaing-room  to  a  dinner- 
table  after  completing  an  elaborate  toilet.  Elegant  idleness 
cannot  be  persuaded  that  it  is  not  vitlgar  to  move  about  on 
one's  feet.  Airing  in  a  carriage  is  genteel  and  without 
&tigne. 

Anybody  can  walk  who  is  not  a  cripple,  bat  all  cannot  ride. 
It  is  ebarming  to  take  a  pleasant  drive,  provided  the  weather  is 
perfectly  agreeable.  Greeting  choice  friends  from  the  windows 
of  a  splendid  coach,  in  passing,  is  infinitely  superior  to  plodding 
along  on  foot  at  the  risk  of  rude  contact  with  disagreeable 
people  ignorant  of  the  rules  of  good  breeding. 

An  apprehension  of  damp  feet  by  touching  mother  earth,  is 
a  common  excnee  for  not  promenading  like  those  who  never 
owned  an  equipage.  The  sneceptibility  to  cold  is  qnite  eurpris- 
ing  with  some  ladies  who  could  once  trip  through  the  wet  grass 
when  they  resided  in  their  country  homes  with  impunity. 
Moonbeams  become  too  ponderous  for  their  fragile  nerves  since 
coming  to  the  city  and  into  the  magic  circle  of  fashionable 
exactions. 

There  are  occasions,  notwithstanding  snch  acquired  delicacy 
as  passes  for  an  nneqnivocal  sign  of  social  elevation,  when  even 
such  zephyr-like  humanity  rises  in  the  dignity  of  heroic  resolu- 
tion, to  mingle  with  the  world  in  crowded  asserablicfi,  waits  all 
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night  for  charitable  purposes,  retiring  at  daylight  the  following 
morning,  satisfied  with  themselves  in  having  discharged  a  relig- 
ions duty. 

If  it  is  too  fatiguing  to  trudge  on  foot  like  servants,  how 
much  more  to  ascend  long  flights  of  stairs,  unless  they  lead  to 
the  exquisitely  fiimished  apartments  of  a  friend.  In  their  own 
dwellings  they  are  not  unfrequently  carried  in  a  chair  or  borne 
in  the  coachman's  brawny  arms  from  the  doorstep  to  a  carriage. 

Extreme  Delicacy. 

It  kills  some  ladies,  in  court  language,  to  exercise  in  any 
ordinary  manner.  This  is  a  common  complaint  of  very  sensi- 
tive beings  who  were  once  chambermaids  or  milliners.  To 
ap})ear  perfectly  well  is  to  acknowledge  themselves  rather  ple- 
beian. In  their  early  days,  glowing  with  freshness,  vigor,  and 
the  best  elements  of  a  sound  constitution,  it  was  the  good  for- 
tune of  many  who  now  converse  most  about  remedies  to  have 
captivated  a  prosperous  groceryman,  a  thrifty  tailor,  or  the  rich 
son  of  a  retired  leather-dealer,  who  was  accepted  as  a  lesser  evil 
than  remaining  at  service.  Exchanging  a  cot  in  the  garret  to 
become  mistress  of  an  elegant  establishment  on  an  avenue,  is 
not  to  be  despised.  Their  husbands  pursue  the  tenor  of  their 
ways,  multiplying  goods  and  chattels,  and  becoming  million- 
aires, while  their  wives  develop  into  model  patients,  patrons  of 
music,  the  drama,  art,  select  dinners,  the  opera,  and  tract-distri- 
butions to  the  poor. 

Before  marriage  thus  advantageously  secured,  every  close 
observer  has  known  spirited  young  wives  who  could  once  run 
from  the  basement  to  the  skylight  without  complaining.  Now 
cologne  out  of  a  phial  would  not  revive  their  exhausted  spirits. 
A  few  years  of  technical  luxury,  surrounded  and  enveloped  in 
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comforts  and  elegancieB  to  wluch  they  were  unaccustomed  in 
the  elastic  dajB  of  joutb,  they  decline  to  an  abyss  of  chronic   ■ 
indolence. 

Most  Exercise  Feeelt. 

The  less  we  nae  onreelves,  the  more  rapidly  we  deteriorate. 
When  mnscles  remain  inactive,  they  lose  their  tonicity.  They 
cannot  be  strengthened  by  taking  drngs,  but  by  proper  exercise- 
Pedestrians  derive  advantages  from  facing  the  breezes,  and 
communing  with  nature  in  the  open  highway,  which  the  occu- 
pant of  a  carriage  does  not  receive  so  advantageously.  Her 
locomotive  cordage  is  at  rest  while  riding.  The  walker  puts  all 
the  contracted'  fibres  of  his  body  in  motion  at  the  same  moment, 
and,  therefore,  every  organ  feela  the  impulse,  and  is  benefited 
accordingly,  becauee  there  is  an  increased  activity  in  the  circu- 
lation and  the  secretions  and  exhalant  vessols. 

No  form  of  exercise  has  been  pursued  which  is  productive 
of  health-giving  vigor,  to  be  compared  with  habitual  prome- 
nading on  foot,  regardless  of  weather  or  season. 

If  men  delight  and  enjoy  pleasant  walks,  why  should  not 
women  ?  Alternately  balancing  the  weight  of  tlie  body  on 
one  foot  and  then  on  the  other,  brings  every  muscle  to  its  fall 
bearing.  Each  one  of  them  has  an  antagonist,  and  thns  > 
tension  and  relaxation  create  a  demand  for  nutrition,  propor- 
tioned to  tlie  force  they  may  be  called  upon  to  exert.  An 
appetite  is  created  to  meet  the  wants  of  each  and  every 
tissue ;  and  in  pro%'iding  for  a  hungry  stomach,  we  simply  feed 
each  one  of  those  muscular  threads  which  assisted  us  in 
stepping  off  briskly. 

Witliout  appetite,  strength  fails,  temperature  diminishes — 
the  extremities  being  cold — and  direct  debility  is  the  next 
condition.     Every  limb,  or  section  of  one,  may  have  its  form 
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increased-  simply  hj  exercising  it.      InsnfBeient  food  rednces 
Tital  force.* 

Bearing  burdens,  hauling  ropes,  working  at  a  pump-handle, 
lifting  kettles  from  a  range,  swinging  a  broom,  etc.,  gives  the 
female  cook  beautifully  rounded  arms,  the  envy  of  her  mis- 
trees,  whose  bony  apologies  for  arms  cannot  be  made  attractive, 
even  encased  in  diamond  bracelets.  Dancing  develops  the 
lower  limbs.  Biding  on  horseback  brings  out  the  full  propor- 
tions of  the  chest  and  abdomen,  but  does  not  round  up  the 
muscles  of  the  legs  like  walking.  Ladies  do  not  reap  as  much 
benefit  from  that  exerci^  as  men ;  because  only  one  limb  has 
opportunity  for  bracing,  while  the  former  press  equally  on 
the  stirrup  with  both  feet. 

Next  to  walking,  a  bracing  morning-ride  on  horseback  is 
incomparably  superior  to  an  airing  in  a  carriage.  Efforts  are 
unconsciously  made  on  the  saddle  in  maintaining  a  perpen- 
dicular position.  That  is  what  calls  out  an  extra  effort  of  the 
muscles,  and  hence  they  increase  in  size  and  power.  When 
a  la^ly  drives  out  for  the  purpose  of  refreshing  her  debilitated 
system,  simply  inhaling  the  fresh  air  does  not  accomplish  for 
her  all  tliat  an  uncontaminated  atmosphere  certainly  would  do, 
were  her  muscles  set  in  active  motion  at  the  same  time. 

Ah  lx>at-rowing    is    wonderfully  conducive    to    a    broad, . 
rounded  chest,  we  are  surprised  that  it  has  not  been  urged 
upon    narrow-chested,    feeble,    consumptively-inclined    young 
ladies.     They  would  realize  all  the  sanitary  advantages  from 
an  elegant  and  extremely  popular  gymnastic  exercise,   that 


•  Four  ot  the  wealthiest  gentlemen  in  the  city  of  New  York,  dis- 
tlngninhed  for  their  milUoni,  dined  together  the  last  Sabbath  of  Jane,  1871. 
They  were  famishing  for  want  of  appetite.  The  rich  viands  were  scarcely 
tasted.  If  each  Uved  on  sixpence  a  day,  and  earned  it  by  labor,  they  would 
not  have  complained  of  want  of  appetite. 
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those  do  who  figure  in  clubs  and  rowing-matches.  They 
present  the  finest-formed  cheets  and  the  best  breathing 
apparatoB  of  any  class  of  men. 

A  hint  might  be  taken  from  the  parauitB  of  professional 
bargemen.  Thej  have  prodigiously  large,  fully-developed 
chests.  Diseased  lungs  in  their  calling  must  be  rare.  WiU> 
these  views,  the  result  of  carefully  surveying  the  tendency  to 
invigorate  the  pectoral  mnscles  and  expand  the  thorax  by 
handling  oars,  we  strongly  recommend  boating  for  ladies  of 
the  description  referred  to  in  these  observations  on  exercise. 
They  might  count  upon  having  splendidly-ronnded  arms  by 
that  graceful  amnsement,  and  improved  cheats,  if  they  would 
be  sure  to  remove  their  stays  before  seating  themselves  at  the 
rowlocks. 

A  side-saddle  is  very  well,  aa  far  as  it  goes ;  but  inferior  to 
the  man-saddle,  inasmuch  aa  the  bracing  is  made  exclusively 
by  one  foot,  aa  already  mentioned. 

NCTEITION. 

Nntrition  of  the  body  is  a  very  interesting  subject,  not 
,  generally  understood,  although  a  very  frequent  topic  of  con- 
versation among  those  knowing  the  least  about  it.  IIow  few 
comprehend  the  phenomena  of  digestion.  When  food  fidls 
into  the  stomach,  it  is  lost  sight  of,  in  the  ordinary  way  of 
speaking.  At  that  point  a  scries  of  vital  activities  and  changes 
commences,  that  have  given  rise  to  researches  of  peculiar 
interest. 

While  an  animal  is  growing,  it  is  taken  for  granted  that 
food  fnmishes  materials  for  completing  that  process.  When 
full  proportions  are  attained,  the  body  is  apparently  stationary; 
but,  by  eating  and  drinking,  materials  are  furnished  for  keep- 
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ing  it  in  ropair.  A  waste  all  the  while  ia  going  on.  *If  that 
daily  wear  and  tear  were  not  met  by  a  new  supply,  there 
would  be  immediate  loss  of  weight  and  inmiediate  debility. 

Now  comes  into  view  the  economy  of  nature,  by  which 
•    appropriate  elements  are  elaborated  from  food  in  that  mem- 
braneous bag — tlie  stomach — which  are  floated  along  in  tubes 
to  places  where  new  matter  is  required  to  take  the  place  of  old 
substance  which  has  just  been  removed. 

Arteries  may  he  compared  to  canals,  through  the  aid  of 
whicli  freighted  boats  carry  every  imaginable  product  of  the 
country  for  meeting  the  necessities  of  the  people. 

Blood  runs  through  these  vessels,  in  which  there  is  held  in 
solution  whatever  is  required — such  as  lime,  glue,  phosphorus, 
etc.,  too  numerous  to  mention — which  is  carried  to  the  re- 
motest fibre,  whore  each  takes  up  what  it  needs,  and  no  more ; 
and  wliutcvef  remains,  after  being  thus  selected  from,  passes 
on  to  other  stations,  where  freight  is  discharged,  according  to 
tlio  demands  of  the  body. 

The  mechanical  part  of  digestion  is  simply  this.  After 
being  reduced  to  a  greyish  pulp  in  the  stomach,  by  being  mixed 
with  a  variety  of  products  which  have  their  origin  in  glands, 
food  gradually  enters  the  intestinal  canal,  a  thin,  strong,  curi- 
ously constructed  tube,  about  six  times  the  length  of  the  indi- 
vidual. In  childhood  it  is  nearly  eight  times  the  length  of  the 
body. 

Laoteal  Vessels. 

From  the  descending  mass  of  food  urged  through  the  intes- 
tinal tube  by  its  contractions  from  above,  a  milky  fluid  is 
formed  called  chyle.  On  the  inner  surface  of  the  long  tube 
are  millions  of  minute  openftgs  of  hair-like  tubes  which  ter- 
minate in  flesliy  masses  of  different  sizes,  lying  between  the 
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duplication  of  mesenterj.  Tliose  little  oritices  suck  up  tlie 
chyle  88  it  passes  by,  and  convey  it  to  tlie  mesenteric  glanda. 
It  remains  in  tliem  bat  a  short  time,  when  it  goes  out  througli 
another  set.of  minute  tubes  on  the  opposite  side  o£  the  gland,  to 
be  conveyed  to  a  small  white  tube  lying  in  contact  with  tho 
back-bone,  known  as  the  thoracic  duct.  In  its  exit  from  the 
gland,  probably  something  is  added,  or  some  chemical  alteration 
takes  place  that  improves  ita  quality. 

Tlie  thoracic  duct  ascends  by  the  side  of  the  vertebne,  not 
much  larger  than  a  wheat-straw,  till  it  reaches  the  root  of  the 
'  neck,  where  it  corvee  and  enters  the  jngular  vein  of  the  left 
eide. 

How  THB  Blood  la  Peoddced  fkom  Food. 

At  the  angle,  the  white  fluid  produced  in  the  bowels,  the 
essence  of  food,  as  it  were,  mingles  with  venous  blood.  The 
current  of  blood  and  chyle  mingling  runs  across  the  top  of  the 
chest  just  back  of  the  breast^bone,  and  empties  into  the  right 
auricle  or  upper  chamber  of  the  heart. 

As  soon  as  that  apartment  is  full,  the  walls  contract  and 
force  the  contents  through  a  ronnd  opening  into  the  next  cav-  . 
ity,  the  ventricle,  whicli  contracts  and  dri\'es  the  fluid  onward 
through  the  pulmonary  artery  into  the  lungs.  Tliat  great  ves- 
sel flulidividea  in  the  substance  of  the  lungs,  infinitely,  into  fine 
branching  vessela,  where  each  air-cell  receives  a  twig  that 
spreads  around  it  like  net-work. 

Air  is  next  inhaled,  inflating  those  cells,  and  in  the  act  of 
inflation,  the  oxygen  df  the  atmosphere  comes  in  contact  with 
the  newly  arrived  fluid,  spread  like  a  film  around  the  cell.  At 
the  same  moment,  carbonic  acid  is  thrown  oflt.  The  Imbiba- 
tdon  of  oxygen  changes  the  mixture  of  old  and  new  blood^ — 
which  arrived  together,  as  described  in  the  jngnlar,  into  a  ricli 
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scarlet  color.  It  ia  then  a  vitalized  fluid,  arterial  blood,  and 
ready  for  general  distribation  by  the  contractile  energy  of  the 
left  side  of  the  heart 

Effete  matter,  that  which  remained  in  the  system  till  it  had 
imparted  all  its  serviceable  properties,  is  evacuated.  Thus  an 
explanation  of  the  reason  for  eating  and  drinking  is  made  plain 
enough  for  the  comprehension  of  a  child. 

OUT-DOOB  EXEBOIBBS. 

I 

Exerdde  accompanied  by  pleasurable  emotions,  as  from  the 
view  of  verdant  fields,  mountain  scenery,  flowers,  or  refined 
social  intercourse,  is  eminently  calculated  to  sustain  and  im- 
prove our  health.  It  should  be  encouraged  by  those  having 
the  care  of  children.  Public  teachers  should  give  it  their 
approval.  In  all  institutions,  educational  especially,  frequent 
opportunities  should  be  given  pupils  for  free  out-door  contact 
with  the  air,  regardless  of  the  season.  Air  was  designed  for 
breathing.  Those  who  have  the  privilege  of  being  exposed  to 
it  most,  will  appreciate  its  sanitary  value. 

Laborers  have  a  compensation  for  their  toil  beyond  a  pay- 
ment in  money,  in  the  sound  condition  of  their  bodies.  They 
are  not  always  under  the  doctor's  care.  They  have  no  fear  of 
an  east  wind,  the  dampness  of  a  napkin,  a  hard-boiled  egg. 
They  nieither  have  dyspepsia  or  go  to  the  White  Sulphur  Springs 
on  account  of  ailments  generated  by  idleness.  Women  above 
^  industry,  gently  driven  in  a  close  coach,  lest  a  ray  of  light 
should  imprint  a  bronze  hue  on  their  pallid  cheeks,  envy  the  mar- 
ket woman,  strong,  hearty,  and  well,  unconcerned  about  the 
shade  of  silk,  or  the  lace  trimmings  to  be  worn  at  the  next  opera. 
Being  used  and  not  used,  are  very  different  conditions.  Not 
only  health,  but  even  the  length  of  the  thread  of  life  are  deter- 
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mined  by  the  tise  or  the  neglect  of  our  variooB  powers.  Pm^ 
Boita  wbicli  put  the  long  mnscles,  as  thoBa  of  the  back,  clieBt^ 
abdomen,  and  extremitieB  into  freqaeat  actton,  are  most  con- 
ducive to  eontinned  good  healtli. 

Ilaving  particularized  tbe  benefits  to  be  realized  from  horse- 
back extircise,  it  will  be  found  that  those  on  foot  gain  more  than 
riders.  They  are  longer-Uved,  and  are  freer  from  attacks  of 
disease,  either  acute  or  chronic. 

Peasants  in  Europe,  and  females  of  the  limnbte  orders  in 
Oriental  countries,  who  carry  heavy  jars  of  water  on  their  heads, 
make  no  complaint.  Each  and  every  muscle  is  bruught  into  a 
tasto  of  tension  in  the  act  of  balancing  burdens  thiiE  transported. 
They  are  exempt  from  spinal  difficulties,  being  subject  neither 
to  dropsical  effusions,  spinal  irritation,  incurvations  or  caries  of 
their  bones. 

Remedtinq  Distoetionb. 
An  orthopedic  institution,  which  copies  the  Nilotic  water- 
girls,  requiring  fragile  female  patients  to  support  weights  in  the 
same  manner,  instead  of  requiring  them  to  pass  hours  on  an  iii- 
cUncd  plane,  and  the  remainder  of  the  day  to  be  imprisoned  in 
stiff,  unyielding  apparatus,  would  succeed  far  more  satisfactorily 
than  in  the  old  way  of  going  counter  to  the  best  indicationa  of 
Nature.  A  weight  on  the  head  would  immediately  call  into 
play  the  doreal  muecles,  which  would  increase  in  volume  and 
strength  with  repetitions.  Strapping  frail,  slender,  imperfectly- 
developed  girls,  as  commonly  practised,  to  boards,  a  hard  bed, 
or  lacing  them  in  metallic  corslets,  with  an  e^cpectation  that  a 
distortion  is  to  be  overcome  by  it,  is  entirely  wrong.  Gradually 
brining  into  use  neglected  apparatus,  as  muscles  of  the  bock, 
chest,  arms,  etc.,  and  with  appropriate  attention  to  diet,  relief 
may  bo  reasonably  expected.  Tonics  will  not  give  the  wished- 
for  relief,  unaccompanied  by  exercise. 
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Young  ladies  of  a  lymphatic  temperament,  not  dlBpoeed  to 
exert  themfielves  beyond  what  may  be  perfectly  agreeable,  who 
delight  in  lounging  away  the  precious  hours  of  opening  life  on 
elastic  couches,  or  languishingly  reclining  in  a  luxurious  coach, 
for  an  occasional  airing,  when  the  weather  is  unexceptionably  fine, 
receive  but  little  advantage  from  scientific  treatment,  when  dis- 
torted, simply  on  account  of  the  extreme  tenderness  with  which 
institutions  treat  them. 

Scrofulous,  sallow,  indolent,  lachrymose,  sentimental  ladies, 
whose  circumstances  are  ample  enough  to  warrant  them  in 
gently  descending  to  the  grave  in  all  the  pomp  and  circumstance 
of  fiishion,  would  not  submit  to  such  manipulations  as  might 
turn  the  shadow  a  few  degrees  back  on  the  dial  of  Ufe. 

Social  Phases. 

Oondition  modifies  circumstances.  Some  are  unhappy  be- 
cause they  cannot  compass  unreasonable  projects;  and  others 
complain  of  being  wretched  on  account  of  neglected  claims  to 
social  position.  A  disgust  of  life  is  not  s^  unfrequent  apology 
for  suicidal  acts,  which  are  charitably  imputed  to  derangement 
of  mind  consequent  upon  ill-health.  There  may  be  a  form  of 
mental  depression  that  so  lowers  the  vital  mercury  as  to  make  it 
appear  easier  to  die  than  live  in  neglect  or  hopeless  uncertainty 
of  ever  being  appreciated. 

There  is  another  order  of  female  despondents  who  are 
socially  miserable  by  mistake,  entertaining  an  idea  they  have 
not  all  an  ungrateful  world  ought  to  give  them,  while  they  are 
revelling  in  the  midst  of  phantoms  and  vanities.  In  a  moment 
of  desperation  they  swallow  a  dose  of  opium  and  slumber  into 
eternity.  This  is  a  woman's  way  in  distraction.  Men  blow  out 
their  brains  with  a  revolver,  or  with  a  razor  tap  their  jugulars. 


I 
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Ladies  in  poor  health,  who  cannot  be  miraculously  felieved 
— the  broken-hearted  from  nnrequitod  love,  vio-tims  of  dissipa- 
tion and  the  ignorant,  who  conceive  themselves  of  more  im- 
portance than  others  admit,  tliose  who  are  always  trying  new 
remedies  from  irreBponsible  sources,  certified  to  by  persons 
whose  word  is  worth  no  more  than  their  bond,  those  who  con- 
sult qua*;ks,  have  the  blue  devils,  and  refuse  to  be  comforted, 
and  require  watching,  there  being  a  suicidal  tendency — would 
each  and  all  of  them  receive  permanent  relief  from  regidar 
employment,  coarse  nutritious  food,  and  daily  walks  that  would 
invite  sleep  from  fatigue,  instead  of  taking  medicine  or  consult- 
ing clairvoyants. 

WoMES  or  Enebot. 

Hardy,  resolnte,  energetic  women,  who  rarely  ride,  re- 
quire no  medical  assistance,  mineral  water,  or  soothing  com- 
poaitiona.  It  is  so  common  and  perfectly  genteel  to  be  most  of 
the  time  an  invalid,  that  it  operates  very  unfavorably  for  the 
prospects  of  those  who  imagine  it  gives  them  an  interesting 
appearance  in  the  estimation  of  sensible  men.  They  are  unwil- 
ling to  open  a  private  hospital  in  entering  upon  the  responsi- 
bilities of  matrimony. 

Robust,  clear-complexioned  women  are  not  nsnally  natives 
of  cities.  Those  who  have  the  true  elements  of  that  kind  of 
womanhood  which  will  best  sustain  them  in  city  life,  are  trans- 
ferred from  the  country.  They  bring  with  them  a  stock  of 
vitality  which  resists  the  effects  of  a  vitiated  atmosphere  and 
the  debilitations  of  luxury,  rather  longer  than  those  "to  the 
manor  bom." 

But  warm  apartments,  eoal  fires,  gas  lights,  late  hours,  rich 
food,  strong  coffee,  and  the  pride  of  wealth,  wear  upon  them 
after  awhile.    Women  in  health  are  the  hope  of  a  nation.    Men 
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who  ezercifie  a  oont3X>lling  inflaence — the  master  spirits — ^with 
a  few  exceptions,  have  had  country-bom  mothers.  They  trans- 
mit to  their  sons  those  6tdts  of  character — ^moral,  intellectual, 
and  physical — ^which  give  stability  to  institutions  and  promote 
order,  security,  and  justice.  When  there  have  been  remarkable 
deviations  from  this  law  of  descent,  the  mothers  of  city  nota- 
bilities, in  whom  talent  has  been  the  lever  of  eminent  success, 
had  opportunities  for  alternating  between  town  and  the  life- 
bestowing  coontty: 

City-bom  women,  affected  by  morbid  desires  and  corporeal 
deterioration,  jealously  reared  within  those  centres  of  exclusive- 
ness  which  know  neither  merit,  accomplishments,  nor  respect- 
ability, not  supported  on  all  sides  by  golden  props,  cannot  boast 
of  the  superiority  of  their  children.  An  influx  of  pure  blood 
from  the  country,  to  replenish  knguid  fountains  in  cities,  is 
the  salvation  of  a  family. 

Frpm  whence  came  those  ladies  who  are  pillars  in  the  temple 
of  Christian  benevolence?  From  whence  come  the  men  of 
mark  in  these  United  States?  From  the  country.  None  of 
them  were  bom, in  a  brown-stone  palace.  Such  structures  were 
erected  by  enterprising  capitalists  who  commenced  their  career 
in  market  stalls,  jobbing  shops,  before  the  mast,  or  po^bly  in 
an  oyster  house.  A  widow's  son,  or  an  orphan  boy,  who  left 
his  village  home  in  search  of  employment,  are  those  who  build 
cities,  control  conmierce,  erect  factories,  sustain  themselves  in 
places  of  honor,  and  are  a  credit  to  the  age. 

Developing  a  Sound  Female  Constitution. 

A  decided  way  for  receiving  a  permanent  benefit  from 
mineral  springs,  is  to  visit  them'  on  foot,  without  reference  to 
distance.    Those  who  might   receive  some  advantage  from 
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reputed  medicionl  wntcre,  are  generally  tmablo,  from  want  of 
means,  to  remain,  were  they  to  reacli  them.  Pbyelcians  assure 
us  that  poor  women  have  fewer  complaints  requiring  profes- 
sional treatment,  than  those  who  are  exempt  from  constant  toil. 
They  have  occasional  chronic  ailments,  and  suffer  from  inci- 
dental expoBiirea  and  accidents ;  but  more  women  in  comfortable 
circumstances  are  sick  than  might  be  expected,  as  an  impression 
is  entertained  that  domestic  comforts  are  eafegnards  against 
indisposition.  How  ranch  of  it  is  to  be  charged  to  perverse 
habits,  escesees  at  table,  and  a  derangement  of  the  syslera  from 
having  too  much  assistance  in  doing  what  they  should  have 
done  for  themselves,  may  be  found  in  the  writings  of  plain- 
spoken  physicians. 

Allow  yoimg  girls  free,  open,  ont-door  exercise  in  their  pas- 
times and  romping  frolics,  aceording  to  their  disposition  for 
such  active  gambols.  Give  them  good,  plain  food,  especially 
milk,  fresh  vegetables,  and  fruits  of  all  kinds,  in  unstinted 
abundance.  Do  not  limit  their  appetites.  When  they  have 
had  what  their  bodies  re(jnire„they  have  had  enough,  but  not 
before.  In  loose  garments  and  opportunity  for  putting  in  play 
all  their  muscles,  they  exhaust  their  pent-up  accumulation  of 
animal  spirit,  which,  if  restrained  by  hackneyed  old  maxims, — 
that  it  is  unladylike  to  be  frank,  spirited,  and  alive,  they  will 
degenerate  into  dawdling  nonentities,  who  may  have  the  forms 
of  angels  without  their  attributes. 

Permit  young  girls,  without  reference  to  their  age,  to  nm 
through  fields,  chmb  over  fences,  swing,  under  the  trees,  gather 
nnta  in  the  forest,  and  pick  berries  in  pastures,  if  they  incline 
to  do  so.  If  they  racket  through  tlie  hall,  overturn  chairs  or 
break  broom-handles,  in  their  innocent  sports,  they  are  laying  a 
snre  foundation  for  health,  elegant  fignres,  blooming  cheeks, 
and  brilliant  intellects.    That  is  the  way  nature  proposes  ta 
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fashion  lovely  woman.    It  is  a  course  of  discipline  which  brings 
out  in  rich  perfection  graces  that  no  treasure  could  purchase. 

Exercise  which  results  from  the  pursuance  of  some  kind  of 
industry,  above  all,  should  be  warmly  encouraged,  as  being 
most  conducive  to  the  health  of  body  and  mind.  A  door  that 
is  always  closed  will  have  rusty  hinges,  and  creak  when  opened. 
Indolence  is  an  enemy  to  felicity.  Keep  busy,  therefore.  A 
wise  mother  will  find  employment  for  her  daughters.  If  they 
are  idle,  then  they  will  be  unhappy. 

Were  our  limbs  rarely  set  in  motion,  they  would  become 
thin  and  feeble.  The  skater's  legs  increase  in  size  by  the 
service  iraposed^upon  them.  If  the  brain  were  not  employed, 
poverty  of  thought  would  expose  the  neglect  of  that  organ  in 
exhibitions  of  ignorance.  Decay  follows  neglect,  and  neglected 
opportunities  cannot  be  retrieved.  Every  faculty  must  be 
exercised,  if  possible.  Effort  becomes  a  pleasure.  Progress, 
and  prosperity  have  no  intimate  connection  with  pain  or 
misery.  Great  thinkers,  like  fleet  horses,  must  be  kept  in 
constant  training.  Great  things  are  not  achieved  by  main 
strength.  Occupation  is  one  of  the  first  elements  of  happiness. 
As  it  is  a  woman's  mission  to  smooth  the  rough  ways  of  the 
world  by  the  influence  of  her  character,  the  power  she  wields 
is  strong  or  weak,  according  to  the  culture  she  has  received. 

Commence  seasonably,  then,  with  young  girls,  by  allowing 
them  all  possible  freedom,  not  inconsistent  with  purity  of 
heart.  The  best  gymnastic  school  for  them  is  all  over  the 
premises ;  and  when  their  bodies  have  taken  the  form  nature 
contemplated  in  their  organization — ^whicli  is  always  beautiful 
— then  teach  them  whatever  may  be  requisite  for  sustaining 
themselves  with  propriety,  dignity,  and  honor,  in  all  the  social 
relations  to  which  they  may  be  called. 


CllArrJSH  IX. 
Neevocb  System  op  Woven. 

Different  Nerves— Their  Functions — Anslomlcally  alike  in  both  Seies— OM 
Ag«— Children  Noreed  by  M«n — Arrest  of  Palmoniiry'  Conaumptioti  by 
LactalioD — Too  Much  Heetmint — Exercise  EBseotiK). 

Familiar  as  medical  gentlemen  Buppoee  tLemselves  with 
the  etructare  of  the  body,  s  woman's  instincts,  and  the  laws 
which  govern  her  nervous  system,  are  still  veiled  in  mystery, 
which  tlie  acutenesa  of  physiological  research  has  not  cleared 
from  obscnritiee.  Assumptions  are  not  demonstrations.  The 
curtain  must  be  raised  higher  before  we  can  explain  phenomena 
which  belong  eschiavely  to  female  life. 

Considered  as  an  animal,  man  is  not  affected  by  revolutions 
of  the  sun,  tlie  moon,  or  planets,  nor  have  conjunctions  had 
any  inf  ncnce  over  his  organization. 

In  women,  on  the  contrary,  there  are  periodical  changes 
occurring  with  an  orderly  regularity  which  popular  opinion  sup- 
poses is  wholly  due  to  an  influence  of  the  moon,  far  ofl'  as 
it  is.  Before  science  had  tliat  ascendency  it  now  has,  there  were 
Bncli  precise  and  inexplicable  functions  performed  from  puberty 
to  about  the  fiftieth  year,  it  was  natural  enough  to  suppose  a 
power  in  the  sky  that  made  the  tide  rise  and  fall  twice  in 
twenty-fonr  hours,  also  moved  fluids,  wherever  tliey  were,  pro- 
portioned to  the  volume  upon  which  tlie  lunar  influence  was 
exerted. 

"Whether  the  nervous  matter  is  fluid  or  solid,  within  the 
sheathe    called  nerves,  is  not    satisfactorily  settled.      Those 
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flexible  white  cords,  from  the  size  of  a  pipe-stem  to  filaments 
too  attenuated  to  be  seen  without  a  magnifier,  and  which  reach 
every  fibre,  being  the  telegraphic  wires  through  which  volitions 
are  sent  from  the  brain,  and  through  which  sensations  from 
without  are  forwarded  to  the  soul,  have  their  origin  within  the 
head  and  upper  part  of  the  spinal  marrow. 

The  Braik. 

Nerve-cords  are  precisely  alike  in  both  sexes,  have  the 
same  relative  locations,  and  sustain  the  mme  office.  A  nerve 
in  a  female  arm  in  no  way  differs  in  composition  or  in  function 
from  a  similar  one  in  a  male  arm  ;  yet  the  brain  of  a  woman 
differs  from  a  man's,  not  in  composition,  nor  in  the  proportions 
the  white  bears  to  the  gray  matter,  so  far  as  we  can  discover, 
but  in  its  manifestations.  There  is  a  difference  between  the 
two,  not  at  all  easy  of  explanation.  Side  by  side,  detached 
from  the  skulls,  it  would  be  impossible  to  decide  which  was 
the  male,  or  which  the  female  brain. 

Education  is  simply  a  development  of  the  faculties ;  and 
when  the  process  is  conducted  precisely  alike  for  both  sexes, 
tliere  are  manifestations  totally  different,  which  have  their 
origin  from  impressions  made  exactly  from  the  same  sources. 
Therefore,  there  is  a  constitutional  endowment :  the  why  or  the 
wherefore  our  philosophy  fails  to  explain.  Woman's  instincts 
differ  very  widely  from  man's.  She  is  naturally  more  reserved, 
more  moral,  and  more  sympathetic.  Their  thoughts,  their 
dreams,  and  the  activity  of  their  imaginations,  are  certainly 
influenced  by  the  same  agencies  which  leave  impressions  on  a 
man's  mind ;  still  she  has  neither  the  instincts  nor  the  charac- 
teristic impulses  of  man  in  the  concerns  of  ordinary  life. 

Whether  the  moon,  the  planet  Neptune,  the  seven  stars,  or 
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tlie  wLole  combined,  govern  the  fltuda  in  a  woman's  body,  or 
unite  their  forces  with  those  of  the  heart,  it  would  not  be  wise, 
to  discufls.  Certain  it  is,  physiology  has  further  room  for 
explanation  where  there  is  both  darkness  and  guessing,  rather 
tlian  liglit,  in  regard  to  the  nervous  system  of  women. 

The  structure  and  nervous  expansion  of  sltinder  twigs  set 
the  microscope  at  defiance.  Their  extreme  minuteness  caimut 
be  followed,  and,  therefore,  we  must  acknowledge  our  inability 
to  pursue  them, 

CtTRiosiTiEa  OP  Life. 

Wlieu  the  ago  of  child-bearing  is  past,  tlie  milk  ducts 
aliriuk  and  almost  wholly  disappear;  but  they  may  be  revivi- 
fied by  simply  manipulating  the  nipple  occasionally  a  few  days. 
The  increase  of  blood  is  directed  to  the  partially  obliterated 
breasts,  and  the  erectile  tissue  receives  an  increased  iufiux  of 
nervous  exaltation.  By  allowing  a  nursing  babe  to  draw  upon 
the  dried-up  fountains,  the  functions  of  these  organs,  as  in  the 
vigor  of  youth,  will  be  ret'stablished.  Should  the  powers  of 
nursing  be  renewed  and  continued  at  regular  intervals  a  few  days, 
milk  will  be  secreted  abundantly.  Children  have  actually  been 
nursed  in  this  mamier  by  aged  women,  who  were  fully  restored, 
in  that  particular,  to  the  prominent  conditions  of  maternity. 

It  will  be  conceded,  therefore,  that  there  are  mysteries  per- 
vading the  female  system,  when  such  phenomena  are  presented, 
ThuB,  tlirough  the  reflex  influence  of  extremely  minute  thoracic 
nerves,  a  lost  function  may  be  retstabUshed.  Glands  which 
have  been  dormant  for  years— the  sleep  of  old  age — ^yield  nour- 
ishment abounding  in  elements  which  are  the  appropriate  food 
of  an  infant,  out  of  which  its  solid  body  is  bnilt  up  in  health, 
etrength,  and  beautiful  proportions. 

Medical  books  furnish  the  case  of  a  poor  Italian  who  posi- 
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tivelj  nursed  his  own  infant  seven  months,  on  milk  secreted  in 
his  own  breast.  For  the  purpose  of  quieting  the  starving 
babe,  whose  mother  had  just  died,  the  afflicted  father,  unable 
to  provide  a  nurse  for  the  wailing  infant,  allowed  it  to  nestle  at 
his  flat,  hard  bosom,  which  was  instinctive  on  the  part  of  the 
little  famishing  sufferer,  where,  finding  a  rudimental  nipple,  it 
was  permitted  to  draw  upon  it  without  interruption.  It  quieted 
the  screaming  motherless  babe ;  and  the  father,  discovering  that 
it  was  an  easy  method  of  procuring  rest  for  himself  also,  offer- 
ed the  remedy  as  often  as  the  dependent  little  one  demanded 
it.  To  his  astonishment,  it  was  soon  found  that  milk  was  there, 
and  the  child  receiving  actual  nourishment.  For  seven  months 
he  officiated  in  the  capacity  of  a  wet-nurse  and  saved  it. 

Young  heifers  may  become  milch-cows,  precisely  in  tlie 
same  manner,  by  the  efforts  of  a  hungry  calf.  This  has  been 
resorted  to  for  gaining  time,  rather  than  patiently  wait  a  natu- 
ral process.    However,  it  ought  not  to  be  practised. 

About  forty  years  ago,  a  young  lady  in  Massachusetts  was 
accidentally  the  subject  of  neighborhood  sensation,  which 
would  have  been  a  valuable  contribution  to  a  medical  journal, 
had  it  not  been  for  a  fear  of  damaging  the  reputation  of 
both  the  living  and  the  dead,  because  it  would  be  difficult  to 
make  even  medical  men  believe  the  possibility  of  what  has 
since  been  fully  established  as  a  physiological  phenomenon ;  viz., 
that  lactation  may  be  induced  without  being  a  mother : — 

An  accomplished  young  woman  in  that  stage  of  wasting 
pulmonary  consumption  which  indicated  a  speedy  dissolution, 
such  was  the  severity  of  her  cough,  and  the  copiousness  of  her 
expectorations,  was  residing  in  the  family  of  a  married  sister, 
the  mother  of  a  babe  she  was  trying  with  considerable  difficulty 
to  wean.  Being  advised  to  leave  home  a  few  weeks — it  was 
thought  the  weaning  might  be  more  easily  accomplished  than 
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while  she  was  continually  ia  tlie  society  of  her  crying  child —   ' 
the  mother  departed.  | 

The  firet  night  after  her  departure,  the  moanings  and  tin-  ' 
ceasing  crj-ing  of  the  child  had  such  a  disturbing  etfwet  upon 
the  debilitated  aimt,  who  could  get  no  rest  in  sleep,  that  she 
begged  the  nurse  to  bring  it  to  her  bed,  suggesting  she  might 
succeed  better  in  quieting  the.  poor  thing,  tliaa  the  woman  in 
charge.  By  tender  attentions,  wlucb  in  fact  consisted  in  folding 
it  to  her  bosom,  without  particularly  restraining  its  movpments, 
and  falling  into  a  slumber  from  exhausting  efforts,  the  little 
visitor  found  a  pap.  On  awaking,  and  ascertaining  that  the 
infant  was  industriously  endeavoring  to  nurse,  she  removed  it.  ' 
But  its  renewed  screams  induced  her  to  take  it  back  again,  and 
let  it  have  ite  own  way. 

Thus,  day  after  day,  and  nights  particnlarly,  the  weaning 
babe  was  bushed  into  sweet  repose.  But  what  was  tlte  astonish-  - 
ment  of  the  emaciated  invalid,  to  discover  she  was  not  only 
reheved  of  some  of  her  painful  difficulties,  the  cough  being  leas 
severe,  her  appetite  improving,  and  the  child  thriving  on  a  full 
breast  of  milk ! 

A  mortifying  discovery  to  the  aunt  was  this  secretion,  and 
that  she  was  nursing  a  babe  seemed  miraeulons.  Oo  consulting 
her  physician,  a  discreet,  philosophical  gentleman,  he  advised 
that  she  shonld  continue  the  course,  it  being  evident  she  was 
rapidly  improving  from  a  condition  of  prostration  quite  hopeless 
before  the  baby  was  taken  into  favor,  and  suggesting  tlie  possi- 
bility of  perfect  restoration  to  health,  if  the  pulmonary  irritation 
conld  be  thus  favorably  subdued. 

With    encouraging    prospects,    and    obviously   irapmving 
rapidly,  an  event  occurred  that  blasted  the  expectations  of  the    i 
medical  attendant. 

On  the  return  of  the  mother,  unprepared  for  such  gratifying 
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prospects  of  a  reoentlj  almost  dying  sister,  and  astounded  at 
what  was  related  of  the  child,  it  began  to  be  whispered  im&- 
chievouslj,  by  meddling  village  gossips,  that  the  putative  mother 
was  not#the  mother,  as  had  been  supposed,  but  that  the  innocent 
babe,  doing  so  well  for  itself,  was  actually  the  child  of  its 
reputed  aunt  I 

When  the  cruel  slander  reached  the  ears  of  tlie  sensitive 
patient,  the  shock  agitated  her  almost  beyond  pacification  by 
sympathizing  family  friends.  However,  she  resolutely  refused 
ever  to  receive  the  child  again,  much  as  she  loved  it.  Argu- 
ments and  appeals  were  alike  unavailing,  althougii  it  was  plainly 
explained  to  her  that  a  sudden  suppression  of  the  lactic  secretion 
would  seriously  damage  her  case.  Nothing  could  alter  her 
determination.  By  the  time  the  milk  disappeared  she  was  in 
the  grave,  a  victim  of  a  wounded  spirit. 

It  is  not  certain  that  the  young  lady  would  have  finally  re- 
covered, for,  as  has  been  already  shown,  where  the  structure  of 
organs  essential  to  life  are  destroyed,  new  ones  cannot  be  re- 
generated. But  violence  of  symptoms  may  be  abated,  and  life 
very  considerably  prolonged,  even  when  the  lungs  have  been 
extensively  ulcerated,  and  abscesses  formed  in  the  body  of 
the  lobes. 

Domain  of  Obqanic  Sympathy. 

There  is  an  unfathomable  sympathy  existing  between  the 
pelvic  viscera  and  the  mammary  glands ;  and  because  we  cannot 
explain  it  satisfactorily,  it  is  better  not  to  dwell  upon  a  subject 
of  so  much  importance  in  the  successful  practice  of  medicine, 
which  cannot,  to  any  advantage,  be  discussed  in  a  popular 
treatise  on  the  laws  of  health. 

With  peculiar  delicacy  of  mechanism,  woman  has  also  a  cor- 
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responding  nervous  susceptibility.  Her  perceptJona,  her  intui- 
tions, and  lier  moral  tendencies  ai'e  her  own  excloeivelj,  and, 
though  allied  to  those  of  the  male  sex,  her  nervous  system  is 
peculiar,  and  difiera  from  that  of  man. 

Jlen  may  be  refined,  conscientious,  timid  and  retiring,  but 
Btill  fall  infinitely  below  a  woman  in  those  attributes  which  give 
dignity,  grace,  and  loveliness  to  her  character. 

Women  faint  more  easily  than  men,  aud  weep,  too,  artiati-   I 
cally  when  occaaions  require  it ;   hut  no  familiarity  with  cniel 
practices,  no  outrages  or  wrongs"  are  perpetrated  so  frequently  ! 
in  their  presence,  as  to  deaden  their  sensibilities  to  suffering,  to   i 
appeals  to  the  heart  and  tlieir  characteristic  sympathies. 

They  recoil  at  the  sight  of  blood,  scream  at  tlie  approach  of 
a  mouse,  yet,  in  defence  of  their  children,  face  the  mightiest 
array  of  force  with  a  heroism  that  death  cannot  invest  with   | 
.horrors  of  sniBcIent  magnitude  to  divert  them  from  maternal 
exhibitions  of  moral  courage  absolutely  sublime. 

Hcason  m  wo  may,  and  rear  arguments  mast-head  high,  with 
an  expectation  of  making  the  world  believe  phrenology  is 
nothing  more  than  ingenious  sophistry,  quite  unsupported  by 
fHcts,  there  is  one  circumstance  obtruding  just  where  it  is  most 
unwelcome  to  the  opponents  of  that  much-abused  seienee,  viz., 
that  a  large  brain  has  more  power  than  a  small  one. 

HuuAif  Heads. 


Small  heads,  it  is  assumed,  are  never  distinguished  for 
generating  great  thoughts.  Further,  there  is  a  consciousness  in 
coming  into  the  presence  of  persons  with  large  heads  and  broad 
open  countenances,  that  an  engine  or  a  battery,  call  it  by  what 
name  we  may,  is  inside  those  strong  boxes,  which  are  a  power. 

On  the  contrary,  a  pin-headed  individual,  whether  man  or 
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woman,  whose  cranium  scarcely  riyals  a  cocoannt  in  size,  with- 
out breadtU — ^there  is  nothing  commanding  about  it  which 
impresses  us  with  a  conyiction  of  superiority  in  or  about  the 
individual. 

That  placidly  received  doctrine,  that  all  enter  upon  the 
stage  of  human  activity  upon  equal  terms,  and  with  equal 
aptitude  for  being  qualified  by  education  to  act  the  hero  or  be 
a  knave,  according  to  circumstances,  is  more  charming  in  a 
Fourth  of  July  oration,  than  true.  Cash  and  circumstances, 
especially  the  first,  as  society  now  stands,  carries  more  votes  than 
talents,  and  buys  positions  which  modest  merit  could  not  acquire 
by  the  practice  of  all  the  moral  virtues. 

Some  are  bom  to  command,  as  others  are  to  be  commanded. 
This  is  exempUfied  in  every  form  of  government,  from  the 
nursery  to  a  throne. 

Notwithstanding  an  array  of  reasons  advanced  for  giving 
women  political,  and,  indeed,  all  other  privileges  which  men 
glory  in  possessing,  reference  is  not  unfrequently  made  to  their 
mental  capacity,  genius,  and  other  cerebral  attributes.  They 
are  not  exactly  underrated  or  undervalued,  but  there  is  a  mean 
attempt  at  both,  when  impudence  passes  for  argument.  That 
they  are  inferior  to  men,  just  because  they  have  not  their 
staunch  bones  or  do  not  chew  tobacco,  is  a  slender  cord  for 
binding  up  absurdities. 

That  the  skulls  of  women  are  smaller,  on  an  average,  than 
male  crania,  cannot  be  denied.  But  that  fact  does  not  neces- 
sarily imply  an  incapacity  for  high  pursuits.  If  they  are  small, 
there  is  a  compensation  in  the  quality  for  what  may  be  wanting 
in  the  quantity.  There  are  neither  ganglions  nor  nerves  in  one 
that  are  not  also  existing  in  the  other.  Science  or  education 
will  ultimately  demonstrate  that  a  female  brain  has  a  capacity 
for  the  reception  of  any  knowledge  men  may  or  should  acquire. 
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£<Iacation  is  a  mirade-worker,  especially  wben   it   takes  I 
female  piipUa  in  cliarge.     That  comnjon  notion,  that  woman's  ' 
sphere  is  one  in  wliich  there  is  no  need  of  knowing  much  of 
anything  besides  sewing  on  buttona,  rocking  cradJes,  or  dusting 
fomiture  in  the  drawing-room,  cannot  have  many  advocates,- 
certainly,  none  of  sense. 


Respossibility  Somewhere. 

Fathers,  brothers,  and  husbands  are  guilty  of  a  great  wrong 
if  they  neglect  to  elevate  woman  to  the  extent  of  their  pecu- 
niary resources,  in  giving  her  all  attainable  advantages.  Her 
mission  on  this  fair  globe  js  sucli  that  she  must  have  intelh'gent 
training.  All  her  faculties  should  be  developed,  and  directed 
to  meet  tlie  responsibihties  of  her  position. 

"Women  are  under  too  muuh  restraint.     They  have  been  I 
guarded  in  selfish  ignorance,  till  a  common  sentiment  has  crept  I 
into  our  civilization  that  they  still  ought  to  have  fewer  privi- 
leges and  less  freedom  than  men. 

Extreme  reserve,  seclusion  from  avenues  to  a  familiar  knowl- 
edge of  what  is  transpiring  in  the  world  in  which  tliey  have  a 
being,  is  making  prisoners  of  those  who  contribute  all  that 
is  really  refined,  elevating,  and  heavenly  in  our  sojoum  in  life.  • 
Reserve  may  be  carried  too  far,  and  freedom  degenerate  into  | 
vulgarity.  That  system,  however,  which  inculcates  self-respect, 
baa  intimately  incorporated  with  it  dignity  of  carriage,  gener- 
osity of  soul,  frankness  of  manner,  chaf^tened  by  the  liigheet 
sense  of  propriety. 

Wliere  there  is  too  mach  ecmtiny — ^too  much  fear  of  being  J 
too  common — it  is  impossible  to  h&ve  a  full  gushing  out  of  a  ' 
woman's  real  nature.      Contracted   views,   hypocritical   reser- 
vations, and    concealment    of    motives,  are    always   referable 
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to  a  famished  mind.    The  brain  must  be  exercised,  or  it  will 
perish. 

A  woman's  nerves  are  cords  of  a  delicate  instrument — a 
^  harp  of  a  thousand  strings — which  will  not  keep  in  time  if 
rudely  handled.  Whatever  may  be  a  success  in  the  primary 
education  of  boys,  should  also  be  adopted  in  the  primary  instruc- 
tion of  girls.  Quite  into  their  thirteenth  year,  they  should 
stand  upon  the  same  neutral  level.  Whatever  is  proper  for 
one,  is  equally  of  value  to  the  other. 

Boys  and  Oibls  ik  Childhood. 

Boys  of  a  corresponding  age,  owing  to  their  innate  disposi- 
tion to  frolic,  and  who  in  their  boisterous  pastimes  put  in 
action  every  thread  of  a  muscle  in  their  agile  bodies,  invariably 
have  larger,  stronger  limbs  than  girls.  Besides  the  circumstance 
of  having  larger  bones,  too,  males  of  all  the  higher  order  of  mam- 
malia possess  an  original  endowment,  in  the  general  size  of  the 
whole  body,  above  the  female. 

Were  girls  permitted  to  exercise  as  boys  do,  unrestrained  by 
maxims  and  trammels  which  ignorance  imposes  at  home  and 
abroad,  in  the  nursery  and  the  school-room,  they  would  become 
nearly  as  muscular,  and  much  more  expanded.  Their  chests 
would  be  broader,  but  an  instinctive  delicacy  never  forsakes 
them  under  the  roughest  usage,  or  the  most  vulgar,  demoraliz- 
ing associations. 

Ovbr-Educatinq. 

A  mistake  in  female  education  that  will  have  to  be  rectified, 
before  women  have  their  true  position,  is  over-doing.  They  are 
educated  too- much.  Their  ductile  minds  are  developed  prema- 
turely, to  the  positive  injury  of  their  bodies,  before  they  have 
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fairly  began  to  live.     This,  too,  ia  all  wrong,  and  one  of  the 
causes  of  nervoos  irritability  and  excitability  peculiar  to  females 
in  the  Northern  States.    They  are  made  learned,  withont  being  ' 
practical, 

A  discoQTso  on  astronomy,  or  criticisms  on  a  mnsical  eom- 
poeition,  make  an  accomplished  daughter.  When  she  becomes 
a  wife,  she  is  at  the  mercy  of  servants,  and  her  husband  quite 
undervalued,  if  he  knows  nothing  beyond  providing  boimtifully 
for  the  comfort,  lienor,  and  respectability  of  his  family. 

Thousands  of  ladies  are  too  erudite  to  be  of  any  use  any- 
where. They  look  with  contempt  upon  those  who  have  not  had 
equal  advantages  for  being  made  useless  beings  lite  themselves, 
and  yet,  when  examined  by  the  test  of  common  sense,  they 
have  never  contributed  a  new  thought,  or,  with  their  accom- 
plisliments,  enlarged  the  circle  of  human  happinesB, 

It  is  not  a  crime  to  laugh  at  the  rural  habits  of  a  plain 
farmer,  but  it  is  a  disgrace  to  a  fine  woman  to  ridicule  the 
simple  manners  of  country  ladies.  If  they  could  see  themselves, 
occasionally,  as  sensible  people  see  them,  there  would  be  a 
change  for  the  better. 


pEETBN-STOSa  TO   ADTAXOBD  KNOWLEDGB. 

Some  city  ladies  entertain  exalted  views  of  their  ( 
superiority  over  their  country  friends.  When  the  well-meaning 
Mrs.  Baker,  the  grocer's  widow,  retired  with  a  competency,  she 
purchased  a  pleasant  domain  of  forty  acres  in  the  town  where 
she  was  bom,  one  hundred  miles  from  the  city.  Her  head  was 
stocked  with  scientific  agricnlture,  gleaned  from  the  best 
treatises  on  farming  made  profitable.  Sliehad  not  been  two 
weeks  at  the  new  home,  which  was  undergoing  astonishing  re- 
pairs, before  she  discovered  the  extreme  ignorance  of  her  neigh- 
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bors  in  respect  to  rural  pursuits.  Not  one  of  them  had  ever 
read  a  page  of  modem  agricultural  literature, — fascinating  books 
for  a  cultivated  mind«  She  resolved  to  revolutionize  fanning, 
by  showing  the  world  generally  what  could  be  done  by  a  city 
woman  with  a  will  and  money  combined. 

For  the  purpose  of  extreme  accuracy,  Mrs.  Baker  liaving 
further  resolved  to  report  her  successes  in  experimental  farm- 
ing, she  had  a  leaf  in  her  diary  ruled  off  for  profits.  She  ex- 
plained, in  the  kindest  manner,  to  her  coarse  neighbors — in  lier 
opinion  the  most  wooden-headed  creatures  she  had  ever  known 
in  the  shape  of  men — ^that  each  bean,  before  planting,  should  be 
weighed  in  Professor  Pollock's  patent  agricultural  scales.  In 
that  way  an  exact  register  of  the  increase  could  be  determined. 
Fertilizers,  purchased  in  tin  canisters,  which  could  be  carried  in 
a  vest  pocket,  contained  the  virtues  of  a  cart-load  of  nasty 
manure.  Instead  of  delving  with  a  hoe  to  clear  away  weeds,  a 
pair  of  Sly's  patent  vegetable  tweezers  were  worth  a  dozen  hoes 
— ^with  that  instrument  the  operator  could  extract  weeds  with 
gloved  hands. 

All  this  was  novel  intelligence,  really  quite  new  to  Mrs. 
Baker's  astonished  auditors,  who  said  nothing  beyond  express- 
ing uproarious  wonder  that  a  great  lady  had  known  so  much 
about  a  subject  they  had  generally  supposed  did  not  come  under 
the  catalogue  of  book-knowledge.  They  noticed  she  expressed 
herself  in  long  terms,  not  in  all  the  dictionaries. 

It  was  revealed  to  Mrs.  Baker  that  some  of  her  most  re- 
spectful listeners,  in  appearance,  actually  laughed  behind  her 
back.  "Never  mind,"  replied  the  philosophi^l  reformer, 
whose  zeal  had  not  degenerated  into  lunacy,  "  let  those  laugh 
who  win." 

When  harvest  arrived,  those  ignorant  farmers  had  excellent 
crops  without  having  consulted  an  encyclopedia,  while  Mrs. 
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Baker's  manager  gathered  less  than  lind  Iteen  bowii.  She 
opened  her  eyes  with  smazeiaent  to  the  Bolemn  realization  of  a 
eingular  fact,  viz.,  that  too  much  science  is  nnprofitable,  if 
one  intendfi  to  live  by  farming. 

Female  education  maybe  deplorably  defective  when  women 
are  taught  too  much  of  what  ia  of  no  earthly  value  to  them,  at 
the  espenee  of  their  health,  and  equally  so,  wlien  they  assume 
to  know  what  they  do  not  know.  Their  aystems  may  be  de- 
stroyed by  over-taxing  the  brain,  while  the  machinery  of  organic 
life,  on  which  mental  excellence  depends,  is  considered  either  of 
secondary  importance,  or  quite  overlooked. 

Uksound  Women. 

It  is  a  national  calamity  that  tlie  women  of  this  conntiy 
are  eo  generally  unsound.  Those  distinguished  for  brilliant 
intellects  are  the  most  common  invalids.  To  be  under  medical 
treatment  is  not  only  necessary,  bnt  very  genteel. 

A  gentleman  of  ample  possessions  and  of  excellent  social 
position,  gave  it  as  a  reason  why  he  did  not  marry,  that  he 
did  not  feel  able  to  keep  apothecaries  and  doctors  continually 
under  pay  1 

Women  would  not  be  so  nervously  excitable,  slender, 
fragile,  sharp-featured,  and  petulant — ^as  too  many  of  them  are, 
for  the  happiness  of  their  households — if  they  had  not  been 
wronged  in  the  beginning,  through  a  mismanaged  education. 
They  would  not  have  been  so  universally  predisposed  to  dys- 
pepsia, neuralgia,  paroxysms  of  depression — whicli  throw  a 
gloom  through  a  pleasant  home,  and  discourage  jndulgent 
husbands — had  they  been  generously  pennitted  to  breathe  out- 
door air,  subsist  on  plainer  fowl,  rise  earlier,  sit  fewer  lionrs  at 
a  piano,  and  read  something  superior  to  sensational  magazines 
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devoted  to  exaggeration,  moonshine  sentiments,  love  in  a  bower, 
and  other  kinds  of  nonsense  calculated  to  mislead  and  over- 
excite  their  jonthf ul  imaginations.  This  is  the  misfortune  of 
what  sodetj  is  pleased  to  call  the  better  classes. 

The  best-informed  young  ladies — ^those  whose  educational 
advantages  embrace  whatever  is  supposed  will  fit  them  for  the 
highest  positions  which  refined  society  has  at  its  disposal — 
are  the  poorest  wives.  Matrimonial  disagreements  and  wretch- 
edness are  not  found  in  the  middle  classes,  but  just  where 
the  refinements  of  tKe  lady  of  the  establishment  enable 
her  to  discern  imperfections  where  she  has  fondly  hoped  to 
find  a  companion  who  would  sigh  perpetually,  recite  poetry, 
and  buy  cosmetics  by  the  gallon. 

Their  petulancy,  curt  answers,  despotic  rule  of  servants,  and 
dissatisfied  expressions  toward  those  who  are  devotedly  endeav- 
oring to  promote  their  happiness,  cannot  be  cured  by  pills, 
soothing  powders,  strengthening  plasters,  annual  jaunts  to 
Saratoga,  or  the  attendance  of  a  high-priced  doctor. 

Liberty  to  exercise  in  childhood,  without  being  constantly 
reminded  that  it  is  unladylike  to  run,  vulgar  to  eat  enough  to 
satisfy  a  moderate  appetite,  and  wicked  to  be  natural, — ^but 
channing  to  cultivate  hypocrisy,  improving  to  be  fastened  in 
garments  that  restrain  the  growth  of  the  chest,  and  glorious 
to  be  in  misery  for  the  sake  of  dying  a  real  lady,  is  the 
lamentable  cause  of  many  of  the  common  woes  of  elevated 
domestic  life. 

Men  and  women  were  designed  for  each  other  on  the  high- 
way of  the  world.  They  are  destined  to  the  same  length  of 
days ;  and,  above  all,  it  was  not  intended  in  the  original  con- 
stitution of  humanity  that  they  should  be  strangers  to  each 
other,  unless  formally  introduced,  after  having  carefully  in- 
spected a  pedigree. 
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Nbevocs  Cehtbbs. 

Besidee  injuries  originating  iu  tlie  vice  of  dress  prejudicial 
to  health,  euggestione  ought  to  have  been  made  respecting  the 
violence  inflicted  on  nervous  centres.  Just  under  the  line 
where  the  preeeure  is  most  Bevere  in  girding  on  the  waiets  of  ' 
dresses,  are  the  solar  and  semilunar  ganglions.  They  are  waj- 
stations  into  which  nerves  ent«r  and  others  go  out,  whicli  hold 
control  over  the  stomach,  liver,  spleen,  etc  They  are  tLe 
brains  of  the  abdominal  viscera.  They  surround  a  short, 
horizontal  artery  that  shoots  off  from  the  trunk  of  the  aorta, 
the  great  arterial  tube  from  the  heart.  The  cotflie  artery—not 
over  an  inch  in  lengtli^-aubdivides  into  three.  One  goes  to 
the  stomach,  a  second  to  the  spleen,  and  the  third  to  the  liver. 
Any  compression  of  the  waist,  therefore,  besides  disturbing 
those  nervous  centres,  interferes  also  with  a  free  circulation 
of  blood  to  three  important  organs  in  the  abdominal  cavity. 

Mandates,  or  volitions,  are  sent  from  the  brain,  but  the 
way-etations — those  ganglia — repeat  the  eommamla.  Unim- 
portant transactions,  when  everything  is  progressing  in  tlie 
nnual  way  in  the  viscera,  are  not  transmitted  to  tbc  principal 
office, — the  brain.  When  there  is  unusual  disturbance,  pain 
and  inflammation,  then  word  is  sent  forward,  and  the  judgment 
determines  how  to  act. 

8imple  irregularities  of  digestion  may  occur,  but  unless  tbere 
is  a  grave  condition  of  things,  the  brtiin  has  no  immediate  knowl- 
edge of  it.  It  is  not  always  nocessaiy  to  communicate  what 
may  be  transpiring  in  any  one  organ,  onleas  its  functions  are 
Beriously  impaired :  then  a  dispatcb  is  sent  upward  to  the  brain. 

There  are  many  considerations  connected  with  the  subject 
of  the  nervous  excitability  of  women,  which  have  called  forth 
eEpostolations,  bat  to  no  purpose. 
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Were  physicians  to  write  plainer  tlian  ever,  and  addreaa 
themselves  to  parents,  instead  of .  preparing  elegant  essays  for 
journals,  walled  in  by  so  many  barriers  of  technical  phrases, 
which  nobody  understands  who  is  not  an  expert  in  half  a  dozen 
dead  languages,  no  change  of  system  would  follow.  Fashion 
IB  antagonistic 

Social  Belatioxs  of  Childbek. 

When  boys  and  girls  are  brought  up  together — ^in  large 
families,  sitting  at  the  same  table,  mingling  in  each  other's 
society,  sharing  in  amusements  and  intellectual  pursuits — they 
invariably  go  forth  with  better  principles,  stronger  convictions 
of  what  is  duty,  and  live  purer  lives,  than  those  who  are  taught 
that  it  is  sinful  to  look  each  other  in  the  face,  unless  in  the  pre- 
sence of  a  watch-dog  of  a  parent,  or  a  dilapidated  old  duenna, 
whose  eyes  can  be  covered  with  a  ten-dollar  bill  to  oblige  her 
young  mistress. 

Important  Caution. 

It  should  be  taught  children,  that  the  pit  of  the  stomach, 
as  it  is  called,  is  nearly  over  those  ganglions,  or  nen'ous 
centres,  and  that  they  must  be  favored  in  swathing  the  chest. 
A  blow  there  is  almost  instant  death.  Life  explodes,  as  it 
were,  by  any  rude  approach.  A  kick  of  a  horse,  or  the 
weight  of  an  angry  man's  fist,  at  that  spot,  is  almost  invariably 
fatal. 

There  are  numerous  glands  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
ganglions,  which  compression  disturbs,  and  any  interruption 
in  their  appropriate  oflSces  affects  the  general  health ;  espe- 
,cially  those  connected  with  the  function  of  chylification,  if 
pushed  from  their  natural  relations,  or  in  any  way  interfered 
with.     They  may  become  scirrhous,  enlarged,  hypertrophied  ; 
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and  a  fioftening  of  the  bones,  too,  is  sometimes  referable  to 
a  similar  canse. 

Mendicant  children  of  both  sexes,  common  in  public  streetSi 
scarcely  covered  decently  in  tattered  loose  garments,  which  are 
the  cast-offs  from  persons  twice  their  size,  are  in  robust  health, 
with  splendid  forms,  sound  white  teeth,  thick  hair,  round  limbs^ 
and  good  brains  for  cultivation*  The  rich  man's  daughters  are 
forced  into  being  ladies  before  they  know  the  meaning  of  the 
word,  by  a  system  of  unnatural  discipline  that  kills  them  by 
inches. 

Excessive  fear  of  mingling  with  persons  with  a  small  rent- 
roll,  or  with  none  at  all,  and  harboring  the  opinion  that  men 
are  monsters  seeking  whom  they  may  devour,  are  productive  of 
nervousness  and  feebleness,  traceable  to  the  present  system  of 
female  education;  and  which  has  also  inmiensely  multiplied 
maiden  ladies,  to  the  detriment  of  their  own  happiness  and  the 
best  interests  of  society. 


CHAPTEB   X. 
Amusements  of  Women. 

YouDg  Animals  in  Sporta—Blind  Buffaloes — Reptiles — Brain  Yolmne — ^M»- 
•  chanical  Ingenoitj — Ck>nver8ation  with  diildren — Theoretical  Schemes 

"  .  of  Female  Education — Dancing — Entertaining  Distinguished  Guests- 
Theatres — Always  have  Existed,  and  Probably  always  will — ^Labor— 
Children  Overworked— Philanthropie  Efforts— Playtime  a  Sanitary 
Measure^ Why  Sleep  is  Necessary. 

Ko.  suggestions  can  be  made,  or  plans  proposed,  for  the 
innocent  amusement  of  youth,  that  will  not  meet  with  oppoai- 
tion  from  some  source. 

The  absolute  severity  of  some  parents,  who  believe  they 
have  the  special  approbation  of  heaven  for  malring  their  chil- 
dren wretched  by  interdicting  amusements,  is  very  surprising, 
since,  in  their  own  youthful  days,  many  of  them  were  distin- 
guished for  reckless,  rollicking  lives.  It  can  be  explained  on  no 
other  principle  than  by  a  common  observation,  that  the  greatest 
sinners  become  very  exacting  saints. 

All  young  animals  have  their  sports  and  festive  gambols. 
It  is  a  natural  way  of  exercising  muscles,  while  under  the 
excitement  of  pleasurable  emotions,  to  act  as  they  were  intended 
to  contract  and  relax  when  matured.  Thus,  they  run,  turn 
short  comers,  and  seize  each  other  with  a  tender  grip  precisely 
as  they  will  hold  their  prey  when  urged  by  the  stimulus  of 
hunger. 

Such,  certainly,  are  the  characteristic  manoeuvrings  of  car- 
nivorous quadrupeds.  Cattle,  sheep,  horses,  etc.,  till  their  teeth 
.  are  fully  grown,  are  particularly  playful,  when  they  become 
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grave  and  caiitiotia.  The  lion's  whelps,  young  tigers,  foxes, 
bears,  and  those  of  s  similar  type,  are  extremely  playful  while 
nursing ;  but  as  soon  aa  their  stomachs  crave  more  substantial 
food,  the  ferofity  of  their  nature  is  manifested.  Puppies  are 
very  sportively  inclined,  nor  do  they  express  their  canine  enei^ 
till  they  have  had  a  taste  of  flesh.  They  then  begin  to  quarrel 
among  themselves,  on  the  slightest  provocation,  vpliieh  termi- 
nates in  terrific  fights  for  the  possession  of  a  bone. 

Grass-eating  animals  rarely  give  such  vehement  displays  of 
irritability,  even  when  goaded  by  pangs  of  extreme  hunger. 
Colts,  calves,  fawns,  kids,  rabbite,  etc.,  delight  in  the  freest 
exercise  of  their  limbs,  if  in  sight  of  their  mothers.  The  males 
only  engage  in  combats. 

When  battles  are  suspended,  and  renewed  at  short  intervals, 
it  is  solely  for  the  purpose  of  recuperation.  A  contest,  once 
terminated  by  the  submission  of  one  of  the  belligerents,  suffices 
for  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  The  victor  ever  after  walks 
abroad  in  the  consciousness  of  being  withont  a  rival.  Stallions, 
dogs,  and  bulls,  when  once  conquered,  remain  in  subjection 
while  the  conqueror  lives. 

Blind  buflaloes  are  actually  leaders  of  immense  droves,  by 
virtue  of  their  prowess  in  youth,  which  is  respected  by  hun- 
dreds of  brave  bulls,  stronger  and  younger,  demeaning  them- 
selves peaceably  in  the  herd  while  the  acknowledged  ruler  is 
able  to  move. 

Skeletons  of  bocks  are  often  fonnd  in  deep  recesses  of  the 
forest,  with  their  branching  antlers  so  inextricably  interlocked, 
that  the  combatants  must  have  died,  in  that  painful  condition, 
of  actual  starvation. 

In  these  illustrattous  of  the  youthful  propensities  and  habits 
of  animals,  the  law  of  might  is  allowed  to  predominate.  There 
are  no  rights  a:!knowledged  among  themselves.    Puny,  feeble, 
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imperfectly-developed  males  cannot  compete  with  the  lai^  the 
Btrong,  and  the  highest  type  of  the  race  to  which  they  belong. 
Oonseqaently,  nature  secures,  in  perpetuity,  all  the  best  proper- 
ties for  a  succeeding  generation. 


Where  there  are  no  Axuseiients. 

Neither  birds,  reptiles,  nor  insects  appear  to  have  amuse- 
ments or  periods  of  sportive  relaxation.  From  birth,  they  are 
sedulously  devoted  to  habits  of  industry,  in  providing  for  their 
own  necessities  and  the  wants  of  their  offspring.  There  is  an 
instinct  always  making  reference  to  successors,  but  the  sentiment 
of  parental  affection  is  not  long-lived  with  them. 

Pigeons  and  domesticated  doves  fly  about  in  groups,  forag- 
ing, but  they  never  visit  each  other's  cotes,  nor  engage  in  sports. 
The  attachment  of  the  parents,  when  once  paired,  might  be 
advantageously  imitated  by  reasoning  beings,  who  find  more 
relief  in  the  laws  of  divorce,  than  comfort  in  dove-like  matri- 
mony. 

Their  attentions  to  their  yoimg  are  of  short  duration,  and 
quite  at  variance  with  some  other  traits,  which  have  been 
poetically  lauded  as  worthy  of  consideration. 

Fishes,  crabs,  lobsters,  turtles,  prawns,  etc.,  seem  never  to 
have  sports  among  themselves.  Serpents,  frogs,  toads,  and 
lizards  are  solitary  as  oysters,  each  intent  on  selfish  pursuits. 
Whenever  they  do  huddle  together  on  the  mar^ns  of  pools  or 
in  cliffs  of  submerged  rocks,  they  never  indicate  the  slightest 
gratification,  or  hold  any  intercourse  with  each  other,  more  than 
with  other  inhabitants  swimming  in  the  same  element. 

While  young  birds  are  being  fledged  in  a  nest,  they  lie 
quietly,  without  the  slightest  show  of  playfulness.  Chickens, 
turkeys,  goslings,  ducks,  prairie-hens,  partridges,  quails,  peacocks, 
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and  caged  songBters,  pross'togetlier  for  mutual  wanntli  or  pro- 
tection, without  maoifesting  tlie  remotest  bIiow  of  a  disposition 
for  sport.  Of  tlie  attachment  of  mother  birds,  nothing  can  bo 
more  demonstrative  for  a  sliort  period.  They  brave  all  dan- 
gers for  the  protection  of  tlieir  little  ones,  and  die  in  unequal 
struggles  for  tlieir  safety. 

Affecting  Rccnea  are  described  by  arctic  navigators,  of  the 
attachment  of  polar  bears  for  their  nursing  cubs,  and  the  bloody 
enconnters  they  have  been  known  to  maintain  against  rifle- 
balls,  in  unequal  efforts  to  save  the  objects  of  their  affection. 
Usually,  the  male  is  leather  an  indifferent  spectator.  Pairing 
birds,  and  perhaps  a  few  of  the  pairing  qiiadru[-edB,  make  some 
show  of  interest  in  the  young,  in  their  most  helpless  infancy, 
and  join  with  the  mother  in  defending  the  lair;  bnt,  as  soon  as 
tliey  are  old  enough  to  run  and  look  out  a  little  for  themselveB, 
the  father  loses  all  interest  m  them.  Warm-blooded  animals 
are  those  wliich  have  pastimes,  rude  to  be  sure,  but,  nevertlielesfl, 
they  actually  enjoy  social  recreations. 

The  Beais. 

As  the  volume  of  brain  angmente,  a  disposition  for  play- 
fulness is  more  apparent.  Boys  and  girls  scarcely  do  ranch  else 
from  the  cradle  to  adolescence,  than  play  in  some  manner  that 
promotes  their  happiness.  The  fabrication  of  toys  of  any  con- 
ceivable description  for  their  amusement  is  a  branch  of  mann- 
facturing  interest  that  has  always  been  profitable,  and  gives 
emploj-raent  to  large  nnmbers  of  ingenious  mechanics  in  every 
country,  civilized  or  not.  Very  large  commercial  Iiouses  are 
exclusively  engaged  in  the  importation  of  playthings  for 
children. 

Jo  the  catacombs  and  mummy-pita  of  Egypt,  and  the  cem- 
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etories  of  extinct  nations,  tojs  have  been  found  in  abundance, 
•bowing  that  the  ^demands  of  childhood  have  always  been  re- 
cognized in  every  age  and  country  where  humanity  has  had  a 
being. 

The  disposition,  tendencies,  and  irresistible  demands  of 
their  nature  for  objects  proper  for  exercising  their  juvenile 
brains,  is  a  necessity,  and  has  been,  from  the  first  formation  of 
human  society.  Savages  tax  their  ingenuity  in  making  rude 
tbys  for  their  children. 

This  may  be  thought  a  small  matter,  but  it  is  of  importance. 
Toys  asHist  them  in  forming  opinions',  correcting  their  judg- 
ment, and  in  classifying  muscular  action.  Distances,  weight, 
(liiiicnHions,  form,  color,  etc.,  are  insensibly  acquired,  to  be 
applio<l  in  other  ways,  and  for  far  different  purposes  as  they 
advance  in  knowledge. 


Give  them  Facilities. 

McM'lmnicftl  Hkill  and  a  genius  for  invention  is  very  early 
manifcHtocl  in  some  boys.  They  should  always  be  gratified  with 
the  i>(>sH(\sHi()n  of  implements  for  perfecting  their  designs.  Too 
goTUM'Hliy  tlioy  are  denied  facilities  which  would  give  them 
grout  iidvantiv^os.  Tools  are  invariably  coveted  by  such  as  have 
a  nioclianical  turn,  but  nothing  is  more  common  than  to  deride 
tht^ir  plans  and  ridicule  their  machinery.  Let  them  have  hftm- 
nujrH,  sawn,  (•hirtels,  files,  and  by  all  means  a  turning-lathe,  even 
if  tlu^y  break  some  of  them  and  lose  the  remainder.  Cliildren 
lirtV()  wants,  real  ones  too,  which,  when  not  positively  preposter- 
ous, Hhould  1)0  indulged.  It  may  lead  to  proud  results.  Every 
one  who  has  had  experience  with  children,  knows  what  a  treas- 
ure a  gimlet  is  to  a  boy.  A  jack-knife  is  something  above 
ri(;bes.    AVith  it  he  converts  shingles  into  wind-mills,  carves 
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lioreea  ont  of  turaips,  bnilda  edifices  with  blocks,  and  makes 
happiness  for  himself  with  it  in  a  garret.  With  a  box  o£  twjla 
he  leama  the  nse  of  instraments,  while  exercising  both  brain  and 
moBcles.  With  tools,  boys  can  amTise  themselrea  in  the  dullest 
weather.  While  mending  their  broken  deda,  or  conetnicting  a 
miniature  wagon,  they  are  creating  something,  which  is  always 
a  pleasure.  The  little  miss,  in  dressing  her  doll,  finds  unspeak- 
able enjoyment.  It  is  teaching  her  how  to  use  the  needle,  the 
thimble,  and  her  scieeors  ;  therefore,  it  is  not  a  waste  of  time, 
but  a  regular  course  of  iuBtruction,  in  which  practice  makes 
perfect. 

If  girls  and  boys  are  benefited  in  no  other  way  with  tools 
appropriate  for  each  in  the  sphere  in  which  they  have  been 
designed  to  move,  it  is  in  being  kept  out  of  misehiof  while  they 
are  permitted  to  use  them.  They  always  love  and  honor 
parents  who  indulge  them  in  the  line  of  their  social  propensi- 
ties. Constantly  forbidding  them  to  do  this  or  that,  because 
they  themselves  dislike  it,  makes  disobedient  children.  If  men 
and  women  are  but  children  of  a  larger  growth,  they  snrely 
ought  to  sympathize  with  youth,  and  not  exact  of  them  sedato- 
nesB,  or  the  solemn  expression  of  tkoughtfulness  that  belongs 
to  mature  age. 

Abbociate  with  Children. 


Those  parents  who  never  allow  themselves  to  mingle  with 
their  children,  or  "express  an  interest  in  their  little  pursuits, 
have  no  foretaste  of  heaven.  Conversation  with  them  gives 
them  encouragement  in  what,  to  their  inmiature  minds,  seems 
of  the  highest  importance.  Ridicule  is  a  hateful  weapon  in 
damping  the  ardor  of  ambitious  children.  Help  them  on  with 
their  inventions;  assist  them  in  their  rude  drawings;  suggest 
improvements  in  their  constmctions ;  for  a  great  architect,  a 


*106  THE  WAYS  OF  WOMEN. 

splendid  artist,  or  a  distinguished  engineer  may  bo  hidden  in 
the  rough  combinations  of  blocks,  old  bricks,  or  snow-balls  rolled 
together  at  recess  in  front  of  a  country  school-house. 

Young  women,  like  young  men,  must  have  amusements. 
It  is  an  inborn  necessity  of  their  nature,  and  hence  the  question, 
What  may  they  do  or  not  do,  after  passing  through  rattles  and 
dolls? 

A  host  of  propositions  emanate  from  all  sorts  of  people  in 
regard  to  the  question,  which  is  thought  more  momentous  in 
reference  to  girls,  than  the  question  merits.  There  is  a  plain 
way  of  settling  the  matter,  in  accordance  with  the  acknowl- 
edged rules  of  Christian  propriety  and  benevolence. 

It  is  curious  that  more  schemes  for  rearing  young  ladies  to 
be  what  society  expects  and  demands  them  to  be,  emanate 
from  persons  who  never  had  daughters  of  their  own,  than  from 
those  who  have  had  many  to  perpetuate  their  memory.  Let 
them  have  the  confidence  and  intimate  society  of  their  parents- 
That  is  one  of  the  first  lessons  for  improving  them. 

Theoretical  schemes  on  the  culture  of  female  youth  almost 
always  have  their  origin  with  sour,  opinionated  old-bachelor 
teachers,  or,  worse  still,  rej:ired  maiden  ladies. 

Ikfluencb  of  Music. 

Nothing  more  instantaneously  quickens  nervous  excitability 
than  instrumental  music.  Some  airs  have  such  inspiration  in 
them  that  we  can  hardly  control  our  feet,  which  is  a  very  direct 
mode  of  conducting  off  what  the  brain  is  taking  in.  If  octo- 
genarians unconsciously  beat  time  with  their  gouty  toes,  what 
electrical  ecstasies  get  the  ascendency  of  young  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  when  the  thrilling  tones  of  a  violin  break  in  upon 
their  ravished  ears ! 
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Dancing  is  one  of  those  natnral,  epontaneous  oiitlinrstg  of 
yonth,  which  can  hardly  bo  Bnppressed  by  efforts  of  the  will.  It 
is  not  to  be  first  learned  before  a  disposition  to  dance  la 
developed.  Those  who  know  nothing,  artiatically,  of  taking 
Bteps,  or  ever  saw  others  dance,  can  scarcely  restrain  tbemaelves 
from  a  endden  display  of  sprightly  antics,  when  music  rouses 
them  to  a  state  of  exultation,  which  cannot  be  produced  by  any 
other  means. 

"Why  have  we  ears  for  music,  or  miisic  at  all,  if  it  is  wrong 
to  listen  to  it?  Why  is  Old  Hundred  any  more  acceptable  to 
that  Divine  Intelligence,  who  is  the  author  of  harmony  and  the 
contriver  of  our  acoustic  nen-es,  than  the  College  Hornpipe? 


Dancing  is  an  admirable  exercise  for  all  the  cordage  of  the 
body,  and  erahiently  conducive  to  health.  It  quickens  the  oir^  i 
culation,  while  promoting  all  the  glandular  secretions.  Nothing 
else  compares  with  that  exercise.  Nature  intended  it  for  a 
peculiar  sanitary  pleasure.  Although  young  aninmls  do  not 
srtistically  dance,  they  taper  and  display  their  agility  under 
the  exhilirating  excitement  of  exuberant  health. 

We  dance  to  sounds  that  stimulate  a  more  highly-organized 
brain  than  animals  possess,  till  weariness  succeeds,  which  is  an 
evidence  that  no  further  excitation  is  required  for  that  time. 

Let  hard-faced,  dilapidated  casuists  reason  as  they  may  on 
the  moral  torpitude  of  dancing,  it  is  perfectly  in  harmony  with 
those  hygienic  laws,  the  observance  of  which,  never  carried  to 
excess,  tends  to  health  and  longevity.  King  David  danced 
before  the  Ark  of  tlie  Covenant,  for  which  he  was  severely 
criticised  by  one  of  his  pious  wives,  whose  pharisaical  hypocrisy 
WAS  of  a  piece  with  the  moral  shock  the  sensitive  objectors  to 
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a  very  innocent  recreation  pretend  they  feel  when  a  ball  is 
proposed. 

Beligious  intolerance,  from  immemorial  time,  has  been  at 
open  war  with  the  Yotaries  of  the  dance.  It  is,  indeed,  remark- 
able that  the  clergy  of  some  denominations  never  fail,  when 
opi)ortnnities  present,  of  thundering  anathemas  against  that 
odions  so-called  sin,  as  though  it  were  a  dreadful  crime  in  the 
sight  of  heaven. 

Under  the  shadow  of  those  edifices  where  fearful  denuncia- 
tions are  annunciated  against  that  shocking  vice,  and  where 
solemn  pronunciamentos  are  regularly  promulgated,  dancings 
schools  flourish  with  undiminished  success.  Dancing  has  never 
been  abandoned  in  any  community  where  those  great  ecclesias- 
tical guns  have  been  levelled,  nor  ever  temporarily  suspended  on 
account  of  the  bigoted  hostility  of  bilious  sour-krouts,  who  are 
never  happier  than  when  they  have  made  some  lady  wretched, 
in  obedience  to  their  interpretation  of  the  Divine  Will. 

Government  officials  and  municipalities  greet  distinguished 
guests  with  cordial  attentions,  which  usually  embrace  festivities 
in  which  dancing  is  a  prominent  feature. 

Moral  Sentiment. 

Those  self-constituted  instructors  in  moral  excellence,  who 
presume  to  assert  what  is  most  pleasant  and  satisfactory  to 
themselves  as  being  also  most  satisfactory  to  the  power  above 
they  represent,  gain  nothing  for  morality  by  their  hostility  to 
innocent  amusements.  Ecclesiastical  cannonading  avails  no- 
tliing,  since  people  will  continue  to  dance  while  they  have  feet 
and  music  is  heard  on  earth. 
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Theatki 


Theatres  are  univerBally  denounced  by  flie  same  eelf-consti- 
tnted  interpreterB  of  divine  precepts,  as  tlie  focus  of  demoraliza- 
tion; bnt,  notwithstanding  the  unrelaxing  bombardment  to 
which  they  have  been  subjected,  tliey  are  multiplying  with  the 
extension  of  civilization.  Delighted  crowds  throng  them,  and 
they  will  coutinne  to  do  so,  while  society  exists  in  its  present 
form. 

Were  it  true  that  scenic  representations  of  the  foibles  or 
the  gracee  of  mankind  on  the  stage  were  as  bad  as  ranting  re- 
formers represent,  a  second  deluge  would  have  been  required 
centuries  ago,  to  wash  away  their  pollutions. 

Dancing,  music,  and  theatres  will  be  sustaiued  while  men 
have  ears,  music  charms,  and  the  stage  represents  the  passions, 
hopes,  fears,  love,  and  hatred  engendered  in  the  hmiian  heart. 
No  legislation  could  arrest  either,  or  suppress  them  so  effectually 
as  that  they  would  not  reappear  in  some  form  essentially  the  • 
same. 

Appeals  to  the  conscience  have  been  as  ridiculous  as  sliootn 
ing  at  the  moon  with  an  expectation  of  forcing  it  from  the 
orbit  in  which  it  moves.  Persecution  is  ineffectual.  "When 
legal  enactments  are  sustaiued  by  a  force  strong  enongh  to  stop 
public  amusements,  of  which  dancing  and  theatricals  are  most 
prominent  and  universal,  because  they  are  considered  a  nuisance 
or  a  sin,  then  moral  reformers  mnst  interdict  music  also,  in  the 
same  bill.  After  tliat,  to  be  consistent,  ears  must  be  cut  off, 
whenever  it  can  be  proved  before  an  impartial  jury  of  self-con- 
stituted saints,  any  man.  woman,  or  child,  wickedly,  and  with 
malice  aforethought,  listened  to  prohibited  strains  of  melody, 
against  the  dignity  and  majesty  of  an  offended  law.  There  are 
in  Europe,  at  tlie  present  moment,  fourteen  hundred  and  eighty- 
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two  theatres.  In  France^  three  hundred  and  thirtj-sevcn ;  in 
Italy,  two  hundred  and  eight ;  in  Spain,  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  ;  in  Austria,  one  hundred  and  fifty-two ;  in  Prussia,  sev- 
enty-six ;  in  Eussia,  thirty-four ;  and  in  England,  one  hundred 
and  fifty-six.  In  the  United  States,  where  they  are  numerous 
and  constantly  on  the  increase,  the  Canadas,  Mexico,  South 
America  and  the  West  Indies,  make  a  very  formidable  list  for 
the  New  World. 

MoBE  Becbeatiok  Dexaiidsd. 

The  opposition  which  narrow-minded  people  manifest 
against  dancing,  is  perfectly  unaccountable.  In  the  New  Eng- 
land States,  there  are  not  recreative  amusements  enough  for  the 
proper  relaxation  of  body  and  mind.  Public  sentiment  was 
formed  by  Puritan  ancestors,  who  were  compelled  to  work  in- 
cessantly for  their  preservation.  They  had  no  opi)ortunity  for 
relaxation  or  social  enjoyment.  Their  ecclesiastical  teachers, 
in  whom  they  reposed  implicit  faith,  and  to  whom  they  yielded 
servile  obedience,  were  careful  to  instil  into  their  crude  con- 
gregations the  heinousness  of  levity.  The  wickedness  of  laugh- 
ter, and  blind  devotion  to  the  gloomy  teachings  of  a  church 
that  fled  from  oppression  to  become  an  oppressor,  was  incul- 
cated by  saintly  men  who  vigilantly  superintended  their  flocks. 
Labor  was  necessary,  but  they  were  over-taxed  with  cares  which 
gave  a  fixed  gravity  of  countenance  that  has  been  transmitted 
to  their  posterity.  This  accounts  for  the  haggard,  gloomy  faces 
which  predominate  there  to  this  day.  They  are  taught  to  do 
everything  from  a  sense  of  duty,  and  never  to  allow  any  out- 
gushing  impulses  of  hilarity.  It  is  quite  remarkable,  that  with 
the  progress  of  society  in  art,  science,  literature,  and  humanity, 
there  are  still  many  renmants  of  the  good  old  times  referred  to 
in  their  chronicles,  who  deem  any  deviation  from  their  stand- 
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Brd  of  faitb,  a  near  approach  to  an  abyss  of  misery  in  the 
world  to  wliich  offenders  are  hastening  with  railroad  speed. 


OVEB-TAXISG   CUILDBEN. 

Children  are  over-worked — far  beyond  their  powers  of  en- 
dnrance.  It  ie. discoverable  in  their  imperfect  physical  develop- 
ment. With  us,  their  brains  are  over-taxed.  Schools  of  every 
grade,  from  primary  infantile  to  normal  institntions,  require  too 
much.  Under  the  impression  they  are  having  rare  facilities  for 
acquiring  knowledge,  the  poor  things  break  down  under  a  pres- 
sure of  too  much  instruction. 

Force  of  circumstances  compels  parents  to  place  their  chil- 
dren too  soon  in  factories,  where  they  are  wronged  out  of  their 
share  of  vital  air  to  which  all  ai-e  entitled.  Phiianthvopists 
have  appealed  to  the  legislature,  but  in  vain.  There  is  law 
enough  for  their  protection,  without  a  corresponding  earnest- 
ness to  execute  it.  Though  all  are  bom  free,  and  have  equal 
rights  in  the  pureiiita  of  health,  wealth,  and  happiness,  only  few 
of  the  many  secure  either.  Poverty  connot  compete  success- 
fully witli  wealth. 

There  in  another  field  for  culture  where  the  harvest  might  be 
large,  but  the  laborers  are  few.  In  private  families  where  cliil- 
dren  are  loved  and  watched  over  with  paternal  solicitude,  there 
is  a  culpable  ignorance  in  obliging  their  little  ones  to  do 
too  much,  under  the  mistaken  ides  of  giving  them  superior 
advantages. 

Precocious  cliildren  disappoint  the  ardent  expectations  of 
their  friends.  When  they  arrive  at  an  age  at  which  they  are 
fondly  supposed  to  be  ready  to  blaze  with  extraordinary  mental 
brilliancy,  their  feeble  light  goes  out.  Slow  and  sure  is  a  true 
eafing.     Gradually  evolving  an  intellect,  as  a  flower  unfolds  its 
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beauty,  is  a  safer  process  tlian  bursting  open  suddeni  j,  to  wither 
under  the  first  rays  of  a  morning  son. 

.  Cihildren  oaght  not  to  be  taught  inuch  of  anything  more 
than  moral  duties,  till  they  have  reached  at  least  six  years. 
Their  brains  are  in  no  condition  for  concentrating  thoughts 
before.  They  should  have  x>erfect  liberty  to  act  out  their  ex- 
uberant playfulness  with  as  little  restraint  as  possible,  consistent 
with  proper  discipline  in  the  lessons  of  good  manners,  courtesy, 
truth,  and  order.  Time  is  not  lost  in  giving  them  such  scope 
for  exercising  body  and  mind.  Their  activity  and  ever-varying 
amusements  are  but  so  many  ways  of  tutoring  their  muscles, 
their  organs  of  sense,  and  in  preparing  them  for  the  places  and 
responsibilities  of  the  future. 

Public  schools  are  over-working  pupls,  goaded  by  fear  of 
disgrace  or  punishment;  over-excited  by  promised  rewards, 
their  inmiature  nervous  systems  are  forced  at  the  expense  of 
their  vitality.  When  pale,  delicate,  frail  little  girls  are  flattered 
into  a  morbid  ambition  in  a  Sunday-school,  to  commit  to 
memory  long,  dry  chapters,  to  them  without  meaning,  it  is  re- 
prehensible. It  is  a  violation  of  a  physical  law  that  has  broken 
down  and  spoiled  many  a  bright  and  promising  child. 

Allow  children  all  the  play-time  tliey  wish.  They  will  stop 
at  a  seasonable  period  for  disciplining  their  innate  powers, 
voluntarily,  to  conmience  a  higher  series  of  employments  which 
will  be  also  enjoyments. 

It  is  a  lamentable  mistake  to  keep  young  misses  several  suc- 
cessive hours  at  the  piano.  Dragooning  them  into  accomplish- 
ments is  a  i)oor  policy.  Besides  deranging  the  minute  structure 
of  the  brain  by  long-continued  practice  at  a  single  sitting,  if 
attended  with  fatigue,  the  continued  attitude  presses  painfully 
on  certain  bones.  Curvatures  of  the  spine,  and  a  droop  of  a 
shoulder,  are  traceable  to  such  circumstances. 
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Recollect  the  boiies  of  young  girls  are  not  conipletflj  oeeified 
till  near  their  twentieth  year.  They  are  not  hard  and  firm.  A 
fixed  attitiide,  therefore,  eo  as  that  the  weight  of  the  body 
presses  directly  on  the  pelvic  frame-work,  may  warp  them  out 
of  the  line  in  which  they  ■«honld  have  development.  Nature 
has  inspired  all  young  animals  with  a  restless  spirit,  on  purpose 
to  keep  them  moving.  A  love  of  change  is  simply  giving  each 
and  every  fibre  and  organ  a  chance  to  perfect  its  organization. 

While  children  sleep,  which  is  about  all  tlie  rest  their  active 
limbs  requii-e,  processes  are  then  rapidly  going  on  for  the  phy- 
aieal  completion  of  their  bodies.  That  is  the  reason  why  they 
require  so  mnch  repose.  Internal  artisans  then  labor  with  in- 
tense energy  while  they  are  quiescent  in  slumber. 

Growth  is  suspended  when  they  are  awake,  but  renewed  the 
instant  their  eyelids  are  closed. 

TJnOcilged  birds  in  the  nest  sleep  nearly  all  the  time,  after 
leaving  the  shell,  till  their  feathers  are  suffivientlj  developed  to 
sustain  them  on  the  wing.  Their  perfect  quietude  favors  vital 
processes,  so  that  in  a  very  few  weeks  they  are'  complete  in  all 
their  proportions. 

When  the  brain  is  large,  the  procew  of  growtli  is  slower. 
Allow  young  girls  and  boys  as  much  sleep  as  they  desire.  It  is 
not  from  indolence,  or  a  sluggish  nature,  that  they  are  so  uni- 
formly disposed  to  drowse  to  a  late  hour  in  the  morning.  If 
they  retired  earlier,  they  would  rise  earlier.  But  Nature  de- 
mands both  time  and  opportunity  for  completing  tlieir  bodiC'S 
according  to  a- prescribed  pattern.  If  we  interfere  with  that 
law,  and  interrupt  processes  instituted  for  that  purpose,  they 
will  have  nnfinished  bodies,  weak  brains,  and  poor  health. 


CHAPTEB  XL 
Their  Mode  of  Liyikg. 

Pickles  —  Dentists  Benefited  —  Hereditary  Tendency  —  Mountaineen  — 
Digestion — Sngar-eating — Character  of  Food — Food  of  Animals — Camels 
— Artificial  Teeth — Must  Vary  oar  Pnrsuits^ — Rural  Diseases — Neuralgic 
Pains — Sallow  Complexions. 

With  digestive  organs  requiring  the  same  kinds  of  food  that 
instinct  and  custom  sanction  for  man,  there  is  a  special  refer- 
ence made  in  favor  of  some  women,  on  account  of  a  supposed 
delicacy  of  constitution.  They  imagine  they  could  not  subsist 
on  ordinary  diet.  What  they  have  must  be  very  concentrated, 
so  as  to  occupy  but  little  room  in  the  stomach. 

Unfortunately,  it  is  ungenteel  to  have  much  of  an  appetite, 
especially  for  young  misses,  destined  to  circulate  in  fashionable 
orbits,  whose  ignorant  mothers  commence  early  with  giving 
them  practical  lessons  in  personal  elegance.  To  dine  heartily 
would  carry  with  it  an  extreme  air  of  vulgarity :  hence,  the  less 
a  young  lady  takes  at  table,  the  higher  her  preparation  for  re- 
finements that  are  appreciated  among  those  who  think  more  of 
a  fine  form  than  of  intellectual  accomplishments. 

Light  soups,  rich  cakes,  choice  fruits,  and  tea  always,  is  held 
to  be  the  dietary  range  of  an  exquisite  woman.  Articles  that 
would  meet  the  requirements  of  her  system  are  quite  inadmiss- 
ible, at  least  in  the  presence  of  satirical  judges  of  propriety. 

Food  most  approved,  and  that  which  carries  with  it  the 
endorsement  of  manoeuvring  mothers,  anxiously  looking  for- 
ward to  the  establishment  of  their  children  in   commanding 
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eocial  positions,  eTen  if  the  intended  hnsband  is  a.  baboon,  ia 
ft  dice  of  dry  toaet,  weak  black  tea,  and  an  occasional  tea- 
Bpoonfnl  of  sweetmeats. 

HoKRoa  OF  Fat. 

Nft  calamity  is  more  dreaded  than  fat  in  an  aspiring  yonng 
lady.  Consequently,  on  the  presumption  that  partial  starva- 
tion ia  the  legitimate  way  of  keeping  it  at  bay — that  horrid 
destroyer  of  female  ejmmetry  and  female  ambition,  of  which 
very  many  are  in  painful  apprehension — no  eflbrts  are  left 
untried  to  preserve  a  slender  form. 

There  are  two  methods  extensively  in  repute  for  keeping 
off  the  enemy,  which  marketable  belles  manage  with  dex- 
terity. One  is  vinegar,  drunk  often ;  and  the  other,  pickled 
cucumbers. 

Those  in  comfortable  circnmstanfres,  nnsophisticated  in 
the  ways  of  acquiring  extra  attractions  througli  the  resonrces 
of  art ;  thoee  under  no  restraints  from  a  dread  of  fatness ;  who 
satisfy  a  normal  demand  of  the  stomach,  and  breathe  and 
exercise  in  an  nncontaminat«d  atmosphere — ^happily  are  re- 
moved from  the  temptation,  the  trials,  disL-ipIine,  and  excitement 
of  artificial  life.  But  they  are  commiserated  on  account  of 
their  robustness. 

Gaudily-dressed  bntterfly-misses,  who  are  on  exhibition 
in  the  street,  at  eclectic  churches,  if  the  weather  is  favorable 
for  the  display  of  featliers,  diamonds,  and  streaming  ribbons, 
are  most  frequently  addicted  to  tlie  vice  of  vinegar-drinking. 
A  dread  of  fat  is  a  misfortune,  when  it  degenerates  into  an 
insane  determination  to  be  the  shadow,  rather  than  the  eub- 
etanco,  of  a  live  woman. 

The  consumption  of  pickles  gives  employment  to  many 
bands,  and  hundreds  of  broad  acres  are.  annually  ptAliled  with 
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cucumbers,  to  meet  the  mercantile  demand — the  consumen 
being  principally  ladies. 

Gardeners  and  dentists  are  benefited  by  a  trade  that  en- 
riches both,  while  the  effect  is  directly  opposite  on  the  health 
of  that  order  of  patients. 

This  is  the  country  of  poor  teeth.  A  full,  perfectly  sound 
set  is  an  anomaly.  There  are  many  with  beautiful  teeth ;  but 
there  are  ninety  in  every  hundred  young  ladies  whose  teeth 
are  in  a  hopeless  condition  of  premature  decay.  Brush  and 
cleanse  them  as  they  may,  the  progress  of  caries  cannot  be 
arrested. 

No  doubt,  the  quality  of  their  food  may  have  some  influence 
in  injuring  them;  especially,  if  taken  either  too  hot  or  too 
cold.  But  large  numbers  inherit  a  predisposition  to  an  early 
crumbling  away  of  the  enamel,  which  exposes  the  bony  part 
to  the  direct  action  of  agents  that  blacken  and  destroy 
the  entire  body  of  a  tooth  thus  denuded  of  its  protecting 
covering. 

This  diathesis  is  propagated  and  shows  itself  from  one 
generation  to  another.  Sound  teeth,  strong  enough  to  resist 
influences  that  act  unfavorably  upon  others,  are  also  an 
inheritance. 

Wliere  an  early  predisposition  to  decay  is  recognized, 
there  is  the  more  need  of  supplying  in  food  those  materials 
which  are  appropriated  for  those  organs  in  their  growth,  as 
well  as  preservation.  With  that  tendency,  acids  hasten  their 
destruction. 


Commercial  Pickles. 


Pickles  are  but  vehicles  for  carrying  acids,   and,   hence, 
those  who  consume  them  excessively,  especially  those  with  an 


THE  WAYS  OF  WOMEN.  117 

hereditary  tendency  to  premature  decay,  quicken  the  process 
of  decompoeitioti. 

Puri!  apple  vinegar,  or  that  macutactured  from  wine,  ib 
Blower  in  its  action  than  commercial  vinegar,  which  is  made 
of  sulphuric  acid.  Wlien  diluted,  it  seizes  upon  the  lime 
of  the  teeth  with  such  activity,  that  the  enamel  gives  way 
to  its  intense  chemical  agency. 

Cider  vinegar  is  too  expensive  for  manufacturing  pickles  on 
a  large  scale.  Sulphuric  acid,  therefore,  is  the  basis  of  that  of 
which  common  market  pickles  are  made.  It  ]&  not  imcommon 
to  find  a  cask  of  pickled  cucumbers  converted  into  a  thick, 
polpy  mass  of  green  gelatinous  material,  witliout  any  remaining 
resemblance  to  the  vegetable  from  which  it  was  formed.  If 
too  strong,  this  result  is  to  be  expected,  kept  barrelled  eight  or 
ten  months,  without  being  opened  to  the  au-. 

Piekles,  therefore,  made  from  that  acid,  cannot  be  brought 
in  contact  with  the  teeth  without  doing  an  injury.  Thus,  in 
the  expectation  of  preventing  grossoess,  which,  no  doubt,  is 
partially  accomplished  by  acids,  aided  by  a  span  diet,  caries 
and  toothache  may  be  anticipated. 

Sound  Teeth. 

Travellers  comment  on  our  national  tendency  to  defective 
teeth.  Bad  teeth,  however,  in  the  country,  are  not  so  common 
as  in  cities.  There  the  food  is  not  seasoned,  usually,  so  highly, 
and  is,  therefore,  freer  from  elements  that  undermine  them. 

In  new  countries,  especially  in  wheat-growing  districts, 
where  lime  is  largely  combined  with  the  soil,  men  and  women 
are  tall,  and  the  females  particularly  noticeable  for  their  sym- 
metrical proportions  and  admirable  teeth. 

Tennessee  and  Kentucky  are  celebrated  for  their  splendidly- 
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developed  specimens  of  humanity.  Their  out-door  exercises 
and  plain  fresh  food  provide  nature  with  materials  for  com- 
pleting her  labors  according  to  established  laws. 

When  the  soil  is  poor,  thin,  and  barren  of  bone-making 
constituents,  the  people  are  short,  broad-chested,  with  lower 
limbs  disproportioned  in  length  to  the  superior  parts  of  the 
body.  There  are  tall  and  short  persons  everywhere,  in  every 
community;  but  the  average  height  is  below  that  of  the 
inhabitants  of  places  where  the  composition  of  the  soil  favors 
their  development  to  the  utmost  limits  of  the  law  of  growth,  as 
in  the  new  Western  States. 

Lime  is  scarcely  appreciable  by  chemical  tests  where  some 
cereals  are  raised  successfully,  and  where  families  are  remark- 
able for  their  strong,  fine  teeth.  Yet  there  are  those  among 
them  who  have  decayed  ones;  but  the  majority  are  favored 
with  sound,  well-formed  teeth. 

Vermont,  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  and  the  adjoin- 
ing Northern  States  present  an  illustration  of  this  fact  in 
regard  to  bad  teeth  bearing  a  certain  relation  to  the  agricul- 
tural resources  of  the  soil.  There  wheat  cannot  be  raised  as 
at  the  West,  and  there  dentists  are  required.  They  are  almost 
as  numerous  as  physicians.  Dental  operators  appear  very  much 
disproportioned  to  the  population  of  the  cities  and  towns  in 
which  they  settle.  But  that  is  accounted  for  in  the  facilities  by 
railroads  for  their  customers,  who  reside  in  the  interior. 

Dentists  are  multiplying  in  the  Western  States,  where  once 
the  profession  was  hardly  known.  Their  patrons  are  represen- 
tatives of  the  Eastern  States,  in  large  proportions, — emigrants 
from  the  worn-out,  exhausted  soil  of  the  Atlantic  States,  who 
carry  with  them  the  hereditary  tendency  to  an  early  decay  of 
their  teeth. 

Estimated  by  the  good  they  do  in  a  sanitary  relation,  den- 
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tista  are  eiumently  entitled  to  all  the  honors  and  pecuniaiy 
iudependenee  tliey  secure.  When  teeth,  provided  by  nature, 
fail  prematurely,  art  fumishes  substitutes  equally  useful  for 
mastication  aud  speech. 

The  ingenuity  of  American  dentists  is  not  surpassed  any- 
where, in  meeting  tlie  diiEeultiea  that  present  iu  thousands  of 
irregularities  ui  the  jaws  of  the  toothless. 

Cereals  are  most  abundant  iu  phosphate  of  lime,  Indian  com 
is  not  to  be  despised  or  underrated  as  food,  because  it  is  deficient 
in  certain  elements  in  larger  measure  in  wheat.  Wherever  that 
gnun  is  used  extensively  for  food,  good  teeth  are  in  the  majority. 

With  the  loss  of  teeth,  not  only  the  voice  is  considerably 
modified,  but  less  distinctly  articulated ;  certain  sounds,  essential 
to  the  perfect  enunciation  of  language,  cbmiot  be  given  without 
them.  Deprived  of  teeth,  the  expression  is  deranged.  By  a 
loss  of  the  incisors,  the  mouth  is  out  of  shape,  ouly  to  be 
restored  by  the  substitution  of  artificial  ones. 

When  teeth  have  been  long  removed,  an  absorption  of  the 
gnma  invariably  takes  place,  which  brings  the  lips  together, 
shortening  the  face,  and  very  much  altering  it — giving  an 
appearance  of  age.  When  the  original  level  of  the  gums  is 
restored  by  art,  sunken  cheeks  are  again  distended,  and  the 
moBcles  of  espression  immediately  bring  back  the  original 
characteristic  outlines. 

Because  millions  of  teeth  are  blackened  and  eaten  away 
by  snlphuric  vinegar,  with  a  view  to  perfecting  the  form  of 
the  lady,  by  removing  or  preventing  a  superfluity  of  fat, 
paina  and  penalties,  disastrous  to  tJie  teeth,  have  been  dwelt 
upon  with  a  hope  of  wakening  those,  who  are  blessed  with 
sound  organs,  to  the  nature  of  the  disaster,  the  evils  of  which 
they  may  avoid  by  abstaining  from  factitious  vinegar,  and,  if 
they  can  be  persuaded,  from  every  kind  of  pickle. 
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Unbolted  Floub. 

Oood  flonr,  that  most  esteemed  on  account  of  its  whiteness, 
is  the  poorest  for  food  in  those  qualities  which  furnish  tooth- 
matter.  In  bolting  out  the  bran,  there  goes  with  it  the 
materials  indispensable  for  the  .formation  of  bone,  and  par- 
ticularly teeth.  Those,  therefore,  who  subsist  on  coarse 
brown  bread,  made  from  unbolted  flour,  take  into  their 
stomachs  precisely  those  elements  that  another  class  of  good 
livers  exclude,  and  they  consequently  have  strong  teeth  and 
strong  bones ;  while  those,  whose  bread  is  of  the  finest  and 
wliitest  quality,  with  their  aching  teeth  to  be  filled  or  finally 
extracted,  are  the  best  patrons  of  dentists. 

When  Graham  bread  was  introduced,  a  dietetic  reform  was 
needed.  The  bread  in  general  use  among  good  livers  was 
too  much  concentrated.  The  flour  was  deprived  of  parts 
that  should  accompany  it,  in  order  to  give  distension  to  the 
stomach  and  bowels.  The  Graham  flour  retains  the  bran — 
the  very  thing  of  all  others  in  the  composition  of  wheat, 
which  contains  the  phosphate  of  lime.  When  stablers  feed 
their  horses  on  that  article,  they  give  them  something  far  better 
than  flour.  It  is  providing  them  with  materials  for  keeping 
not  only  their  teeth,  but  their  bones,  in  good  condition. 

Ladies  ordinarily  subsist  on  food  too  concentrated.  That 
is,  it  is  too  fine,  and,  therefore,  does  not  distend  the  stomach 
enough  to  keep  its  walls  from  coming  in  contact, — a  cause  of 
many  forms  of  indisposition,  to  which  the  poor,  living  on 
coarse,  bulky  food,  are  rarely  predisposed. 

Diet. 

There  is  a  medium  courge  to  be  pursued  in  diet,  which 
entails  no  disasters,  but  favors  health  and  exemption  from 
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incidental  indispositions,  tlmt  oftener  have  an  origin  in  strong  ^ 
coflEee,    strong    tea,   and    fine    flour,    than    from    any    other 
canse. 

Too  cold  or  too  hot  are  extremes  in  tuking  food.  By 
cooking,  all  food  is  not  only  softened,  and  therefore  made 
easier  for  digestion,  bnt  it  defitroys,  by  frying,  baking,  stew- 
ing, etc.,  parasites  whioh  abound  in  meats,  fruits,  and  garden 
vegetables.  Their  eggs,  too  small  to  Le  seen  without  a 
microscope,  are  spread  over  and  through  almost  every  edible 
from  the  market,  by  nullIouB.  Savages  who  take  their  food 
raw,  or  in  a  very  crude  state,  are  subject  to  a  variety  of 
intestinal  difficulties.  But  their  white,  even,  sound  teeth 
show  that  tliey  never  have  lieen  subjected  to  the  destructive 
action  of  hot  drinks,  concentrated  acids,  or  beverages,  which 
attack  the  enamel. 

Perhaps  the  characteristic  ferocity  of  savages  is  due  to 
an  almost  esclueive  meatrdiet.  Fishing  and  the  chase,  for 
supplies,  is  their  principal  employment.  Fruits  and  vege- 
tables are  uncertain  resources.  Those  they  have  are  usually 
of  spontancoua  growtli,  with  the  exception  of  Indian  core, 
which  is  never  cultivated  in  sufficient  amount  to  supersede 
the  necesmty  of  ran^ng  the  forests  for  wild  animals. 


The  Method  ov  Litino. 

Having  explained  the  dangers  to  which  young  ladies  are  ex- 
posed, who  deal  too  freely  with  vinegar,  we  now  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  the  true  way  of  living,  for  seeming  sound 
health  and  beauty  of  fonn. 

Fish  is  both  wholesome  and  nutritious.     From  very  req>cct- 

able  authority  it  has  been  taught  that  the  brain  is  especially 

8* 
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benefited  by  it.  Whether  iodine,  phosphate  of  lime,  or  pore 
phofiphoruB  ig  taken  from  it  by  the  absorbents,  and  carried  to 
that  particular  organ,  requires  more  decided  evidence  than  has 
yet  been  adduced. 

In  the  history  of  fisheries,  fishermen  have  been  distinguished 
for  their  bold,  hardy,  adventursome  spirit,  good  nature,  and 
indomitable  force  of  character.  They  brave  storms,  breast 
dangers  of  the  sea,  and  in  ships  of  war,  their  spirit,  gallantry, 
and  reliability  are  acknowledged. 

Mountaineers  are  another  representative  class.  They  are 
lovers  of  liberty,  fearless,  and  the  best  of  soldiers.  Fresh  air, 
plain  food,  and  few  wants,  easily  supplied,  are  excellent  founda- 
tions for  a  vigorous  constitution  and  mental  activity. 

Food  has  very  much  to  do  in  the  formation  of  character. 
With  a  strong,  well-developed  body,  there  is  usually  a  corre- 
sponding spirit.  A  purely  vegetable  diet  is  not  conducive  either 
to  a  sound  body  or  an  active  mind.  Starch-yielding  roots,  as 
potatoes,  arrowroot,  etc.,  will  support  life,  but  they  fur- 
nish neither  corporeal  nor  mental  power.  Combined  with  ani- 
mal aliment,  com,  wheat,  barley,  beans,  fresh  or  dry,  etc., 
fiimish  just  those  elements  required  in  temperate  zones  for 
developing  the  best  intellectual  and  physical  capabilities  of 
man. 

There  is  neither  strength  of  body,  nor  vigor  of  mind,  when 
an  individual  is  kept  upon  one  article  of  food  long  enough  to  be 
loathed.  The  stomach  must  have  variety,  out  of  which  are  taken 
those  substances  required  for  keeping  each  and  every  organ  in 
working  condition. 

Each  particle  elaborated  by  the  vital  chemistry  of  the 
digestive  apparatus,  is  carried  to  the  place  required,  as  attend- 
ants  on  bricklayers  transport  mortar  to  the  spot  where  brick 
is  to  be  laid.    When  the  new  particle  arrives,  absorbents  carry 
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away  an  old  one  whieli  liad  been  in  rektion  witli  otliers  a 
Bufficient  time  for  imparting  its  epecilic  vitalitj.  As  soon  as 
that  has  been  extracted  and  appropriated,  another  should 
arrive  to  take  its  place. 

Law  of  Assiuilatioh. 


Thna  the  body  is  constantly  undergoing  a  change.  "We  are 
reconstructed  many  times  in  a  single  year.  Even  the  eoHd 
bones  are  gradually  removed,  particle  after  particle,  so  gradually 
and  cautiously,  that  the  fabric  is  neither  weakened  nor  left  ex- 
posed to  dangers  on  tliat  account. 

Many  times  in  an  ordinary  life  of  seventy  years,  the  skele- 
ton of  every  one  reaching  that  age  has  been  repeatedly  re- 
newed. This  perpetual  removal  and  introduction  of  new 
materials  explains  the  rationale  of  eating  and  drinking.  It  ia 
simply  fumiahing  a  crude  moss,  from  which  are  selected  Biidi 
parts  as  can  be  introduced  into  a  living  system  vitalized  and 
assimilated. 

A  custom  prevails  of  serving  rare  or  uncooked  meats,  under 
an  impression  that  they  are  more  easily  convertible  into  uourish- 
ment.  If  cooked  too  much,  the  quality  is  imagined  injured. 
Thus,  underdone  expresses  a  condition  that  favors  digestion, 
while  overdone  means  that  it  is  not  readily  dissolved  in  the 
stomach,  and,  therefore,  is  not  as  nutritious. 

Neither  extreme  expedites,  or  efesentially  retards,  digestion, 
since  the  solvent  properties  of  the  gastric  juice  act  with  equal 
potency  on  either.  By  habit,  if  a  person  has  been  accustomed 
to  hard-cooked  meats,  the  stomach  is  prepared  to  receive  that 
kind  of  preparation,  and  that  which  is  rare  would  not  be  acted 
upon  so  readily ;  and  vux  versa. 

Soft-boiled  eggs  are  osuftlly  served,  because  a  notion  ia 


124  THE  WATS  OP  WOMEN. 

extensively  entertained  that  the  stomach  sooner  reduces  them 
to  chyme.  But  a  hard-boiled  egg  dissolves  just  as  quickly,  and 
yet,  the  egg-eaters  are  astonished  at  the  suggestion  that  it  is  of 
no  kind  of  importance  whether  eggs  are  hard  or  soft.  Either 
way,  they  are  quickly  disposed  of  in  the  interior  of  that  mar- 
vellous organ, — a  human  stomach. 

Civilization,  among  other  advantages  over  barbarism,  re- 
quires that  cooking  should  modify  articles  of  diet.  Cooking, 
too,  destroys  parasites  which  infest  almost  every  thing  in  the 
catalogue  of  food.  When  introduced  alive  into  the  alimentary 
canal,  the  consequences  are  graver  than  when  their  ova  are 
swallowed,  which  may  not  remain  long  enough  for  incubation. 
.  In  raw  food,  especially  meats  so  rare  as  to  be  hardly  warmed 
through,  eggs  of  the  tapeworm  and  th^  trichinus  are  actually 
introduced  into  the  system.  Hare  meats,  therefore,  are  objec- 
tionable on  that  account.    Well-cooked  food  is  safest. 

Butter  and  Sugab. 

Butter  contains  materials  for  the  reparation  of  teeth.  Chil- 
dren are  notoriously  importunate  for  it,  urged  on  by  instinct, 
too  frequently  interdicted  by  model  mothers  on  the  unfounded 
presumption  it  is  too  hearty  for  them.  That  it  spoils  their 
teeth  and  their  complexion,  are  reasons  given  for  denying  it  to 
them. 

They  would  have  bettei^teeth  for  having  as  much  butter  as 
they  desire.  Egyptian  taskmasters  were  told  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  make  brick  without  straw,  and  it  is  equally  difficult 
to  have  good  teeth  without  phospate  of  lime,  which  belongs  to 
the  composition  of  butter. 

Sugar,  too,  is  usually  withheld  from  children,  who  invariably 
crave  it  in  far  larger  amount  than  it  is  given  them.  No  demand 
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of  the  eystenr  is  more  urgent  than  a  desire  for  sugar.     It  can- 
not be  overeome.     Locking  pantries,  threatened  pnnishment  for 
invading  eugar-bowk,  never  overcame  the  relish  for  it  in  small  , 
children. 

The  body  requires  sugar,  and  it  must  be  had  from  some 
source.     It  is  provided  li^ierally  in  a  mother's  milk  for  her  nurs- 
ing babe.     "While  thus  fed,  the  infant  is  plump,  round,  and  cer-   ! 
tainly  lovely.     When  weaned,  its  dimpled  cheeks  fall  awaj, 
the  flit  limbs  lose  their  form,  diminish  in  size,  and  the  whole  ] 
figure  becomes  more  mnscular. 

Put  upon  a  new  diet,  the  quantity   of  sugar  ia  much  less  ^ 
tlian  they  had  been  receiving  from  a  maternal  6omv;e.     So  i 
perative  is  the  appetite  for  sugar,  that  if  not  supplied  in  their  ' 
food  in  the  quantity  required  for  the  purposes  of  nature,  a  sugar 
mill  is   set   in  motion  in   the  abdomen  of  land  animals,  and 
especially  so  in  ooraelvee,  to  make  up  for  the  deficiency.     This 
is  one  of  the  curiosities  of  organic  life. 

Every  animal  requires  sugar.  Some  in  larger  quantities  I 
than  others,  but  not  one  of  thera  can  do  witliout  some.  Grass, 
hay,  grain,  rice,  potatoes,  beets,  carrots,  etc.,  contain  it.  By 
chewing  and  mixing  with  secretions  in  the  month  and 
throat,  food  is  prepared  for  digestion ;  and  when  the  essential 
properties  finally  mix  with  blood,  there  is  extracted  from  it  ■ 


In  the  liver,  dark  venous  blood  is  redistributed.  While  pass- 
ing through  the  vesBele,  there  is  extracted  from  it  bile.  This 
was  long  supposed  to  be  the  specific  office  of  the  liver.  But  it 
is  made  certain  that  the  liver  is  a  sugar-mill  also.  It  supplies 
sugar  rapidly,  and  the  quantity  made  in  a  given  time  is  perfectly 
amazing.  , 

Whenever  tlie  supply  is  not  equal  to  the  requirements  of 
tlieir  system,  the  deficiency  ia  made  up  by  a  more  active  elabop- 
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ation  of  it  in  the  liver.  It  is  necessary,  therefore,  and  must 
come  from  eome  Boarce,  or  a  disturbance  ia  the  balance-wheel 
of  life  will  Boon  be  perceived ;  bnt,  unfortunately,  the  true  cause 
of  waning  health  under  Buch  circumstances  is  not  often  un- 
derBtood. 

Food  should  not  be  too  compact.  It  is  really  an  important 
iroint  that  it  should  have  bulk  enough  to  distend  the  stomach. 
The  stimulus  of  distension  is  a  condition  required  in  tlic  econ- 
omy of  life,  because  it  facilitates  digestion.  That  solvent  fluid, 
the  gastric  jniee,  oozing,  as  it  were,  copiously  from  tlie  lining 
membrane  of  the  stomach,  cannot  act  so  advantageously  on  its 
contents  in  a  fine,  compact  mass,  as  when  loose  and  more 
readily  permeable.  Maceration,  that  is,  simply  being  in  contact 
with  that  secretion,  is  not  perfect  digestion.  When  there  is 
bulk  BuiBeient,  at  least,  to  press  the  membranous  walls  of  the 
stomach  asunder,  it  quietens  the  muscular  fibres  to  contact, 
which  rolls  the  ingesta  from  one  part  of  the  sac  to  the  other, 
and  thus  brings  new  surfaces  to  the  more  direct  action  of  the 
eolvent. 

Health  of  Laborers. 

Laborers,  sustained  on  coarse  nourishment,  have  far  better 

physical  development,  more  strength,  richer  blood,  and  a  far 

.  higher  condition  of  health  than  their  opulent  employei-s,  whose 

tables  are  laden  with  delicacies  their  servants  and  dependents 

may  never  have  had  the  gratification  of  tasting. 

Neither  horses  nor  cattle  can  be  sustained  on  concentrated 
food  witliout  seriously  injuring  them.  Carnivorous  animals 
have  more  compact  aliment,  but  in  them  distension  of  tlie 
stomach  is  requisite  for  successfnl  digestion.  Feeding  oats, 
barley,  or  any  other  grain  to  horses,  exclusively,  would  soon  be 
/ollowed  by  gastritis,  that  would  terminate  fatally.     Tlie  walls 
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of  tlieir  stomach  must  be  alternately  distended  and  eontracted, 
to  beep  it  in  working  condition.  Heal  alone,  withoat  hay, 
husks,  or  some  equivalent,  would  not  sustain  a  cow  or  an  ox. 

A  dog,  imprisoned  in  the  cabin  of  a  ost-away  vessel,  which 
floated  about  at  random,  after  being  abandoned  by  the  men, 
■was  found  ahve  on  the  twenty-tliird  day.  Although  the  poor 
creature  had  not  a  particle  of  nourishment  in  all  that  time,  hia 
life  was  preserved  by  the  thick  covers  of  a  Bible,  whidi  he 
gnawed  ravenously.  But  they  afforded  no  nourisLment.  He 
lived  on  his  own  fat  and  marrow,  which  kept  the  lamp  of  life 
flickering,  while  the  stimulus  of  distension  which  the  Bible 
coverB  provided  saved  the  prisoner. 

A   BEPEBR!fCE  TO   CoSTISOESC'IEfl. 


In  the  anatomical  coustruetion  of  animnlB,  it  appears  as 
though  a  special  reference  was  made  to  a  poasible  contingency, 
in  regard  to  a  temporary  supply  of  nourishment,  by  filling 
hollow  bones  with  marrow,  and  cavities  among  muscles  with 
fat.  Tljis  ie  more  marked  in  some  tlian  in  others,  which  really 
seem  to  have  had  in  view  the  possibility  of  the  danger  of  star- 
TBtion  in  the  circuit  they  were  predestined  to  act.  Thus,  a 
camel's  life  is  considerably  prolonged  in  their  dreary  voyages 
through  deserts,  where  neither  food  nor  water  can  be  procured, 
by  the  absorption  of  fat  from  the  hump  on  the  back.  Their 
ability,  too,  for  carrjing  a  fiupply  of  water  that  serves  from  ten 
to  fifteen  days,  is  an  illustralion  of  the  fact,  that  an  animal  may 
temporarily  feed  upon  itself,  till  relief  is  fonnd. 

Birds  die  of  starvation  sooner  than  Quadrupeds,  beeanse 
their  bones  being  lioUow  for  the  purpose  of  being  tilled  with  air 
instead  of  marrow,  are  not  storehouses  igainst  a  time  of  need, 
B  in  the  other  case.     The  buoyancy  of  feathered  bipeds  ia  due 
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to  the  long  bones  being  filled  with  air.  They  communicate 
with  the  tip  of  each  and  every  quill,  so  that  the  barrels  of  all 
the  feathers  are  filled  with  it  also.  If  marrow  was  there  instead 
of  air,  they  could  not  fly.  -They  could  not  have  the  same  aerial 
freedom  and  levity. 

Warmth  of  the  body  rarifies  the  air  thus  inclosed,  and  with 
motion  the  temperature  is  raised,  which  still  further  rarifies 
it,  so  that  the  longer  they  are  on  the  wing,  the  easier  they 
move.  A  wild  goose  is  said  to  fly  more  easily  the  second  day, 
on  one  of  their  semi-annual  migrations  from  south  to  north  and 
back,  than  when  the  flight  is  commenced. 

There  is  a  designing  Power  recognized  in  all  tliese  varied 
provisions  for  the  preservation,  not  only  of  individual  life,  but 
also  for  the  perpetuity  of  races. 

EECRUiriNQ  Cities, 

Cities  are  largely  recruited  from  the  country.  New-comers 
arrive  in  the  freshness  and  earnestness  of  liealth.  Thev  leave 
homes  where  they  breathed  a  pure  atmosphere,  and  subsisted 
on  plain  wholesome  food.  With  what  is  conceived  to  be  a 
bettering  of  their  circumstances,  on  changing  locality,  they  in- 
dulge in  seasoned  dishes,  anomalous  soups  and  delicacies  quite 
unknown  to  the  family  from  whence  they  came.  A  morbid 
taste  is  soon  engendered,  which  craves  repetition,  till  the  rosy- 
cheeked  clerk,  or  the  blooming  young  lady,  transported  from  a 
residence  in  a  distant  village  to  become  the  presiding  goddess 
of  a  palace,  have  uneasy  sensations.  Their  conversation  is 
principally  devoted  to  the  discussion  of  what  is  good  or  bad  for 
digestion,  and  they  soon  begin  to  discourse  upon  what  may  or 
may  not  be  eaten  with  impunity.    Next,  medical  advice. 

There  follows  a  physical  deterioration  of  women,  on  their 
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tranfifu^Teiicc  to  cities  from  rural  lioues  in  the  country.  When 
they  pass  half  the  night  at  an  opera,  dine  near  their  original 
bed-time,  admire  clmnipagne  ae  a  beverage,  taking  no  open-air 
exercise,  except  in  a  carriage,  formerly  enjoyed  on  foot  over 
green  fields,  cliatting  with  pleasant,  unsophisticated  neighbors, 
as  lovely  as  themselves,  they  fail.  At  last,  with  all  their  pros- 
perity in  social  position,  they  are  clianged  into  pale,  sickly,  feeble 
fashionables,  whose  fingers,  once  round,  full,  and  flexible,  are 
rednced  to  the  appearance  of  birds'  claws.  Sparkling  diamond 
rings  are  not  an  equivalent  for  what  they  have  lost.  Artificial 
teetli,  and  perhaps  a  wig,  made  of  the  hair  of  some  poor  wretch 
who  sold  it  to  keep  from  fltar\'ation,  shows  what  influence  city 
life  may  have  in  the  transformation  of  a  beautiful  woman  to  a 
pining,  complaining,  sickly  lady. 

Should  they  become  mothers,  their  children  are  direct  in- 
heritors of  their  infirmities,  the  penalty  of  im^ularitiea  not 
catalogued  as  dissipatious,  bat  which  are  conditions  invariably 
resulting  from  violations  of  the  laws  of  health. 

Without  dwelling  on  the  importance  of  abstaining  from 
highly-seasoned,  concentrated  aliment  for  young  ladies,  it  is 
obvions  that  they  would  have  finer  forms,  liealth,  and,  conse- 
quently, brighter  mental  development,  by  subsisting,  on  plain 
food.  It  is  surprifiing  that  parents  cannot  be  persuaded  to. 
adopt  a  system  that  promises,  with  moral  certainty,  to  seenre  for 
their  daughters  sound  health,  the  foundation  for  happiness. 

Reformers  are  pointedly  severe  against  some  of  the  conrseB 
which  we  maintain  are  to  be  encouraged  in  the  rearing  of  young 
girls.  They  are  opposed  to  many  exercises  which  are  not  asso- 
ciated with  some  kind  of  productive  industry.  In  their  short- 
siglitedne^,  they  discover  no  utility  in  a  simple  promenade  for 
exercise,  imless  a  miss  is  armed  with  knitting-needles,  or  is 
reading  some  solid  work — like  their  own  stupid  productions. 
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Street  janiH^iiming  is  not  Biiiful.  It  is  profitable  to  walk 
the  streets  and  see  new  objects.  While  all  the  mnseles  are 
in  play,  shop-window  impressions  call  into  action  all  parts  of 
the  brain,  which  is  as  necessary  for  its  good  condition,  as 
wholesome  food  is  for  the  stomach.  If  the  eye  is  con- 
tinually greeted  with  the  same  objects,  or  the  ear  has  only  a 
repetition  of  one  class  of  sounds,  neither  of  them  will  have  the 
power  they  would  have  by  varying  both  sights  and  sounds.  If 
the  brain  is  always  acting  in  one  direction,  millions  of  its  fibres 
are  lying  idle. 

The  whole  of  us,  as  often  inculcated  in  this  work,  must 
be.  used,  or  we  caanot  be  developed  into  what  we  may  have 
been.  Notwithstanding  the  severity  with  which  street- 
walking  for  exercise  is  treated  by  those  who  cannot  appre- 
ciate the  value  of  it  in  training  body  and  miud,  streets  liave 
not  been  depopulated  by  the  cogency  of  their  arguments. 
Streets  of  cities  are  inviting  pathways,  and  those  windmill 
warriors  who  have  discovered  that  woman^s  appropriate 
sphere  is  in  the  house  exclusively,  will  never  succeed  in 
debarring  them  from  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  spin- 
ning street-yam. 

Exercise  is  so  essential,  it  should  always  be  encouraged, 
.especially  on  foot.  When  neglected,  medicines  and  profes- 
sional attentions  are  pretty  sure  to  be  in  request.  Sedentary 
employments,  or  no  employments,  are  equally  pernicious, 
and  are  certain  to  be  followed  by  derangements  which  would 
not  have  occurred  had  there  been  a  sufficient  amount  of 
labor  for  the  locomotive  machinery.  Simply  passing  through 
the  air,  reclining  at  ease  in  a  carriage,  does  not  meet  all  the 
requirements  of  a  living  being. 
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Ikcbbase  0?  Benai^  Diffiodltiss. 

Keunl  complaints  ioereaae  in  proportion  to  the  neglect  of 
moving  nbout  on  foot.  The  kidneys  have  a  epccial  office 
aeeigned  tlieiu,  of  selecting  out  o£  the  blood  wlmtever  is  unsafe 
to  be  circulated  throughout  the  B>'steni. 

There  is  but  one  direct  and  prompt  v&j  hj  which  noxiooB 
elements  taken  with  our  t'uod  can  bo'  conveyed  away  and 
thrown  out,  the  retention  of  which  would  be  injui-loua.  It  is, 
first,  to  dissolve  tliein.  Mixed  with  the  chyle,  they  are  thus 
introduced  inio  the  circulation,  and  sent  to  the  kidneys. 
Whatever  ouglit  not  to  go  further  Is  intercepted  by  them,  and 
separated  from  arterial  blood,  to  be  conveyed  to  the  bladder, 
from  whence  it  ia  voided.  Therefore,  the  function  of  the 
kidneys  is  to  be  always  in  action,  and  never  at  rest.  As  the 
blood  never  ceaeee  flowing  in  the  veseela  while  there  is  life, 
the  kidneys  are   always  laboring  without  cesEation. 

By  free  foot-exercise  the  kidneys  are  very  much  assisted 
in  their  Miors.  Indeed,  all  secretions  and  vital  processes 
are  facilitated  by  it.  Esceseive  indulgence  in  all  malt  or 
spirituons  liquors,  which  are  but  too  apt  to  stimulate  the  organs 
unduly,  or,  indeed,  in  any  of  those  beverages  palmed  off  on  the 
unreflecting  public  aa  genuine,  although  really  poisonous  imi- 
tations, is  very  often  the  cause  of  a  diseased  condition  of  the 
renal  glands. 

The  kidneys  arc  vigilant  eenlinels  that  never  slumber  on 
their  post.  They  carefully  separate  and  send  away  that  which 
woald  positively  lead  to  derangement  of  other  functions,  if 
allowed  to  remain  unseparated.  Even  when  collected  in  the 
bladder,  the  necessity  of  relieving  that  receptacle  soon  be- 
comes urgent ;  showing  that  what  it  holds,  even  thus  secured, 
cannot  be  retained  there  mora  tlian  a  few  hours,  without 
producing  immense  disturbance. 
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Over-wroaglit  brainB,  like  over-worked  kidneys,  miglit 
have  been  avoided.  Abstaining  from  drinks  that  excite  the 
kidneys  to  excess,  is  an  indispensable  condition  to  the  health  of 
those  organs. 

A  repetition  of  the  lesson  we  are  desirous  of  inculcating  is 
pardonable,  on  account  of  its  importance  to  youth.  Simplicity 
in  diet, — that  is,  plain  wholesome  food,  thoroughly  cooked, — 
is  best  for  young  girls,  because  it  will  secure  for  them  a 
sound  frame,  and  a  clear  intellect. 

K  they .  would  adhere  to  those  early  habits  which  are 
usually  customary  in  the  country,  after  a  removal  to 
spheres  of  excitement,  characteristic  of  what  is  thought, 
unfortunately,  to  be  elevated  social  relations,  they  would  be 
incalculable  gainers.  If  they  expect  to  escape  neuralgic  paina, 
a  sallow  complexion,  loss  of  hair,  decay  of  teeth,  a  wrinkled 
brow,  waning  vision,  yeUow  moth-blotches  where  formerly 
there  were  tints  of  beauty,  they  riiust  avoid  the  causes  that 
produce  those  dreadful  misfortunes.  Whatever  vitiates  or 
impoverishes  the  blood,  or  over-excites  tlie  brain,  diminishes 
the  capacity  for  rational  enjoyment ;  and  a  weak  body,  a 
debilitated  mind,  and  premature  death  are  the  penalties 
annexed  to  the  violation  of  the  ordinary  laws  of  health. 


CHAPTER  XIL 
How  Thet  Should  Slxbp. 

Sleep  Necessary  to  all  Animals — Bleep  of  Insects — SomnwnboIiBm — No  Rest 
for  llie  Glandular  System— Bepoae  of  Children — Should  Sleep  Alon^- 
Transfer  of  Vitality— Marriage  of  Old  with  Young  Persons — Should  Iw 
near  of  an  Ago — Reason  Why — Females  in  Factories,  etc 

LnTLE  or  no  thought  is  bestowed  upon  sleep,  although  a 
conditioQ  necessary  for  the  health  of  every  aniinated  being. 
Man  Bleeps;  beasts,  birds,  reptiles,  fishes,  insects,  and  even 
plants  sleep.  It  would  be  quite  inipoasible  to  live  without  it. 
While  unconscious  and  in  perfect  repose,  a  recuperation  ie  going 
on,  rendered  necesaaty  from  fatigue  and  a  waste  of  vital  force 
expended  while  awake.  Ij  is  only  in  sleep  there  is  a  perfect 
recovery  of  something  of  that  essential  part  of  life  which  haa 


I 


How  or  why  we  sleep  excites  no  particular  attention ;  but 
the  place  where  repose  is  sought,  and  its  snrronndinga,  ia  an 
important  enbject  for  consideration. 

Nearly  one-third  of  the  allotted  span  of  existence  ia  passed 
unconsciously,  with  closed  eyes.  The  body  should  be  in  a 
horizontal  position  to  have  the  full  benefit  accruing  from  it. 

The  lower  animals  sleep  rather  more  than  one-third  of  their 
lives.  Reptiles,  according  to  the  climate,  even  more.  Hiber- 
nates, in  a  sort  of  apoplectic  repose,  sleep  heavily  in  northern 
latitudes,  three  or  four  months  in  snccession.  Alligators  hare 
a  long  slumber  in  the  mud  tbrongh  a  season  most  favorable 
for  maturing  their  eggs,  to  bo  extruded  on  the  return  of  a 
genial  vernal  sun. 
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Insects  have  their  period  of  sleep,  as  profound,  while  it 
continues,  in  a  'house-fly,  as  an  after-dinner  nap  of  an  alderman 
who  engorges  himself  at  the  expense  of  his  fellow-citizens, 

SOMNAMBULISK. 

Somnambulic  unconsciousness  is  an  irregular  working  of  the 
brain,  which  calls  muscles  into  orderly  action  without  the  con- 
trolling will-power,  necessary  for  conscious  relations  to  time 
and  place,  for  the  security  of  the  individual.  Volition  is  par- 
tially suspended,  and  yet  acts  are  performed  while  in  that 
anomalous  state,  which  so  nearly  approximate  true  volitions, 
that  it  perplexes  philosophers  in  their  attempts  at  a  rationale  of 
what  transpires  during  its  continuance. 

Occasionally  somnambulists  perform  extraordinary  feats  of 
daring  without  knowing  it,  or  rarely  having  even  a  dreamy, 
confused  recollection  of  what  they  may  have  done  during  a 
night  ramble,  in  safety,  where  they  would  have  feared  to  tread 
in  waking  hours.  This  happens,  as  frequently  as  otherwise,  in 
the  darkest  part  of  a  moonless  night. 

There  are  cases  on  authentic  record  in  which  a  lady  carried 
a  lighted  candle,  and  cautiously  walked  over  a  rapid  stream, 
where  she  would  not  have  dared  to  venture  in  full  possession  of 
her  senses. 

Some  faculty  of  the  brain,  yet  to  be  discovered,  is  in  action 
during  such  exhibitions.  Vision  guides  the  footsteps  of  the 
somnambulist  through  dangerous  passes,  and  the  motor  nerves 
obey  the  commands  of  the  encephalon.  When  locomotive 
muscles  receive  a  message,  another  set  of  nerves  express  back 
to  the  central  station,  within  the  skull,  the  reception  of  the 
order,  followed  by  the  required  movements.  All  this  tran- 
spires without  consciousness,  as  though  an  independent  mind 
were  directing  the  machinery  while  the  ^ther  was  slumbering. 
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The  immortal,  indeatructible  entity — the  soul — aleo  rsposei. 

Thia  is  inferred  from  the  simple  fact  that  imconaeiousneBB, 

•  reallj  and  unquestionably,  is  sleep.     We  are  obliged  to  express 

that  condition  by  the  word  »lwp,  since  no  better  term  can  be 

found  that  carnes  with  it  a  more  comprehensive  meaning. 

Ohoakic  Lif& 

Wliile  the  organic  mechanism  by  which  life  is  sustained 
remains  unimpaired,  the  current  of  vitality  flows  on  nninter- 
mptedly,  independent  of  volition,  To  a  limited  extent,  it  ie 
quite  beyond  its  control.  Thus,  the  heart  beat^  from  the  first 
moment  of  fietitl  existeitce,  months  before  birth,  till  the  last  ex- 
piring brciith,  not  iin frequently  one  hundred  years ;  and  tlii'oiigli 
that  long  period  no  effort  of  tlie  will  can  arrest  its  pnlsatiutis. 

Wc  may  hold  the  lunge  from  inflating  hy  cupelling  the  air 
a  few  moments;  and,  by  practice,  pearl-divers  enspend  respira- 
tion an  incredibly  long  time,  bat  vital  neeeasily  obliges  them  to 
come  to  the  surface  in  about  five  ininuteB. 

In  sleep,  the  mind  has  no  directing  influence  over  the  infla- 
tion or  expulsion  of  air  from  the  lungs.  The  circulation  of 
blood,  the  contractions  of  iJie  heart,  and  the  return  of  venous 
blood  from  the  extremities  for  revitalization,  cannot  be  checked 
or  accelerated  by  will-force.  A  sudden  surprise,  painful  intel- 
ligence, or  pleasurable  communications,  however,  stngnlarly 
quicken  or  retard  arterial  action. 

Neither  the  heart,  stomach,  kidneys,  nor  any  of  the  gland- 
nlar  bodies  interspersed  through  the  abdominal  cavity,  are 
supposed  to  liave  any  rest  or  siisponsion  from  Ubor.  They 
work  continually  without  relaxation.  Muscles,  on  the  contrary, 
must  have  rest.  The  brain  must  have  relaxation  in  sleep ;  and 
the  Boul,  too,  if  confidence  is  to  be  placed  in  the  deductions  of 
eoience,  demands  undisturbed  periods  of  repose. 
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In  ^dreams,  the  mind  doeB  not  have  perfect  repose.  It  is  not 
refreshed  under  a  state  of  emotional  disturbance,  and,  hence,  we 
complain  of  not  haying  had  a  refreshing  slumber.  If  tlie  mind ' 
is  not  as  completely  quiescent  and  oblivious  in  sleep,  as  the 
voluntary  muscles  which  it  controls,  then  it  is  but  imperfectly 
recruited.  Long-continued  seasons  of  imperfect  sleep  lead  to 
grave  consequences,  such  as  impaired  vitality,  nervous  debility, 
and,  if  no  relief  is  had,  to  insanity. 

Travellers  describe  the  punishment  inflicted  in  China  on 
criminals  sentenced  to  be  kept  awake  till  they  die,  as  the  most 
terrible  punishment  ever  devised  by  tlie  diabolical  ingenuity  of 
man,  for  tormenting  a  fellow-being.  The  closing  scenes  of  the 
shocking  condition  to  which  the  unhappy  prisoner  is  reduced, 
are  painful  in  the  extreme.  lie  finally  becomes  insensible  to 
almost  every  form  of  torture  that  can  be  inflicted  to  keep  him 
awake,  and  dies  at  last,  about  the  fifteenth  day,  in  awful  misery. 

Two  criminals  in  Russia,  not  many  years  since,  were  made 
the  subjects  of  a  scientific  experiment  in  regard  to  the  value  of 
sleep  in  the  maintenance  of  life.  They  were  kept  awake  with 
the  utmost  difliculty,  after  eighty  hours.  Wliat  fiendish 
cruelties  were  practised  on  the  wretched  creatures  beyond 
wedging  their  heads,  so  as  to  be  continually  receiving  droppings 
of  cold  water,  has  not  been  revealed ;  but  on  the  nineteenth 
day,  death  mercifully  terminated  their  misery.  Such  punish- 
ment is  a  disgrace  to  any  country,  and  too  shocking  to  be 
tolerated  where  Christianity  is  the  religion  of  the  rulers. 

Constitutional  Stamina. 

A  sound  constitution  must  have  its  beginning  in  childhood. 
Small  girls,  anywhere  from  three  years  to  ten,  should  sleep  in 
good-sized  airy  rooms.     It  is  not  always  possible  or  convenient 
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to  provide  them  spacioaa  apartments,  bnt  it  is  possible  to  ren-  1 
tilate  their  dormitories  tboroDghlj  daily,  in  a  houee  with  doors 
and  windows.  On  a  free  introduction  of  air,  vital  elasticity  and 
recuperation  of  the  sleeper  mainly  depends.  Of  the  value  of 
an  uncontaminated  atmosphere,  no  one  entertains  a  doubt; 
therefore,  the  diBcnasion  of  a  subject  so  frequently  before  the 
public  aa  ventilation,  is  passed  over  in  silence,  its  importance 
being  understood,  and  everywhere  appreciated. 

When  too  many  persons  occupy  the  same  apartment,  even  if 
of  large  dimonsionB,  the  vitality  of  the  air  is  ultimately 
diminished  very  considerably,  which  is  recognized  by  an  in- 
creased temperature,  perspiration,  and  physical  exhaustion. 
Small  rooms,  in  the  occupancy  of  two  persons,  are  soon  in  a  i 
similar  state,  if  no  fresh  supply  is  regularly  admitted. 

Two  children  sleeping  in  separate  beds  thrive  better  than  I 
when  togetlier  in  the  same  bed,  even  in  a  spacious  room,  high  ] 
studded,  and  iu  other  respects  appropriate,  because  they  are 
kept  from  inlialing  each  other's  breath,  hardly  to  be  avoided  in 
their  unconscious  relations  in  sound  sleep. 

Expired  air  is  charged  with  elements  deleterious  to  other 
lungs,  and  especially  so  if  from  a  person  indisposed  or  sick. 
Expired  air  directly  from  the  mouth  or  nostrils  is  deprived  of 
all  its  vital  properties.  If  inhaled  into  tlie  lungs  of  another,  it 
is  particularly  injurious.  No  doubt,  many  painful  forms  of 
sickness  in  children,  which  cannot  be  accounted  for  on  famiUar 
principles,  have  an  origin  in  the  baneful  inhalation  of  another'a 
breath. 

A  lady  expOBed  to  incidental  inhalations  of  the  .offensive 
breath  of  a  smoking  husband,  or  one  whose  expirations  are  laden 
with  alcoholic  odors,  is  liable  to  various  forms  of  indisposition, 
the  residt  of  Nature's  efforts  to  drive  out  of  her  system  the  caiue 
of  dieturbanee.  .  , 
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Expired  air  h  deprived  of  oxygen,  the  pabulnm  of  life, 
while  carbonic  acid,  destructive  to  life  in  its  highest  forms,  con- 
stitutes the  volume  of  breath  thus  expelled  from  the  hmgs, 
mixed  with  aqueous  vapor  and  impurities,  which  chemistry 
detects.  Other  vile  products,  traceable  to  tobacco  and  whiskey, 
are  also  carried  off  in  the  breath. 

When  such  expired  compositions  are  drawn  into  the  sound 
chest  of  a  sleeping  companion,  although  only  occasionally,  an 
incalculable  amount  of  future  suffering  may  be  thus  unsuspect- 
edly  commenced,  which  medical  skill  cannot  always  successfully 
control. 

Growth,  strength^  and  the  regularity  of  organic  functions, 
perfect  nutrition  and  mental  deyelopment,  are  each  and  all  of 
them  defective,  if  the  air  is  charged  with  deleterious  elements, 
or  simply  deprived  of  oxygen. 

Each  one  is  entitled  to  as  much  pure  air  as  their  organization 
requires, — ^the  lungs  being  the  instruments  for  separating  the 
constituents  of  which  it  is  formed,  and  conveying  such  elements 
into  the  circulation  as  support  life,  and  rejecting  those  which 
are  noxious. 

Transferekce  of  Vitality. 

A  pale,  feeble,  sickly  appearance  of  children,  whose  debility 
cannot  be  clearly  accounted  for,  and  made  the  more  mysterious 
from  having  a  sound  healthy  parentage,  not  unfrequently  are 
amply  provided  with  all  the  appliances  for  their  comfort  with 
one  single  exception, — their  sleeping-room. 

It  is  a  wise  precaution,  therefore,  to  place  girls  in  separate 
beds,  and  better  still,  give  each  one  a  room  exclusively  to  herself. 
Neither  is  it  proper  for  sufBcient  reasons  that  might  be  given, 
for  childran  of  different  ages  to  sleep  in  the  same  bed,  even  when 
ventilation  and  the  dimensions  of  the  apartment  are  8ati6factor3\ 
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When  two  children  are  thus  associated  for  eight  or  ten 
hours,  it  has  been  ascertained  that,  if  either  becomes  indispoeed, 
it  is  nsoally  tlie  youngest,  altliough  both  were  in  the  beginning  ] 
equally  well  and  robust. 

PliysiciaiiB  recognize  a  law  of  which  very  little  is  Itnown  be-  I 
yond  the  effects  resulting  from  imprndence,  in  placing  persons  I 
of  different  ages  nnder  circiiinBtance&  wliicli  lead  to  an  actual  1 
transference  of  vitality  from  one  to  the  other,  at  the  expense 
of  the  one  from  whom  it  is  drawn. 

By  placing  a  strong  and  a  feeble  child  in  bed  together,  after 
8  few  months  the  latter  will  profit  physically,  while  the  other 
will  lose  some  of  ita  former  freelmess  and  vigor.  If  a  sound, 
plump,  healthy  child  sleep  with  an  emaciated,  sickly,  or  aged 
person,  the  former  becomes  indisposed.  Therefore,  children  of 
a  tender  age  should  not  be  the  bed  companions  of  aged  aunts  l 
or  grandmothers. 

Sometimes  a  blooming  child  is  nnncconntably  rednced  in  I 
strength,  loses  its  rosy  cheeks,  and    moves  about  languidly, 
losing  its  relish  for  food, — whicli  may  result  from  sleeping  with 
an  aged  person. 

A  feeble,  attennated  woman,  advanced  in  years,  will  won- 1 
derfully  recniit  by  sleeping  witli  a  healthy  child.  She  myste- 1 
riously  imbibes  vital  force  from  the  innocent  in  her  withered  ' 
anna. 

How  that  subtle  something  that  passes  from  one  to  the 
other  is  transferred,  or  what  it  is, — has  not  yet  been  pliilo&opbi- 
cftlly  demonstrated.     The  fatit,   however,  that  some  property  i 
does  escape  from  one,  and  is  taken  np  by  the  other,  is  not  qae»- J 
tiooed  by  medical  men. 

It  is  not  judjciona,   therefore,   to  have  a  niu-se  who  Iiaa^ 
passed  beyond  the  middle  age  of  life,  for  an  infant.     She  will 
take  from  the  child,  by  this  law  of  transference,  more  than  th«  , 
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duld  will  receive  from  her.  It  is  equally  unsafe  to  place  chil- 
dren of  a  tender  age  in  sleeping-rooms,  or  in  bed  with  servants 
or  nnrseS  who  are  ten  and  fifteen  years  older,  or  have  sallow 
complexions,  decayed  teeth,  a  bad  breath,  or  peculiar  habits  of 
any  kind. 

These  precautions  have  express  reference  to  young  female 
children.  But  it  would  be  equally  injudicious  to  permit  an 
athlethic,  enei^tic  boy  to  be  the  habitual  bed-fellow  of  his 
grandfather. 

Such  violations  of  the  general  laws  of  health  are  not  so 
common  in  regard  to  boys  as  girls.  Aged  women  are  particu- 
larly fond  of  sleeping  with  their  young  kindred.  Their 
sympathies  are  active,  and  their  love  for  the  society  of 
children  rather  increases  than  diminishes  with  the  progress 
of  years.. 

The  extraction  of  vitality  was  far  better  understood  by  the 
Jews«at  an  early  historical  period,  than  by  modem  teachers  of 
hygienic  laws,  with  all  the  assistance  and  appliances  of  modem 
discoveries. 

When  King  David  was  waning  in  health,  and  the  alarm 
spreading  that  his  life  was  in  danger,  on  the  philosophical 
principle  recognized  in  this  chapter,  effort  was  made  in 
his  behalf  to  transfuse  vitality  into  the  monarch's  cold  and 
fragile  body,  by  taking  it  from  a  very  select  source.  But  the 
hopeful  experiment  was  deferred  too  long.  He  could  gather 
no  warmth,  in  the  language  of  the  sacred  narrative,  and  the 
king  gave  up  the  ghost.  The  theory  was  correct,  but  it  was 
put  in  practice  too  late  to  be  of  service. 

When  a  yoimg  man,  for  the  worldly  consideration  o^  pro- 
perty, weds  a  woman  old  enough  to  be  his  mother,  she  will 
gain  by  the  contract  in  health.  Eepeated  instances  of  ill- 
assorted   marriages  of  that  description  have  established '  the 
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fact,  that  the  husband  will  decline  in  health,  with  all  hia 
adrantages  of  youth,  and  generally  die  first.  His  Yitality  is 
transf erred. 

This  may  he  novel  inteUigence  to  thoae  who  are  more 
intent  upon  bettering  their  iinancial  cireninstanceB  by  matri- 
mony, than  in  securing  happiness  in  that  sacred  relation. 

In  those  reprehensible  and  unnatnral  matches,  where 
BelfishnesB  is  the  ruling  passion,  an  aged  wife,  in  a  majority 
of  eases,  will  become  a  widow. 

Keversiog  the  proposition,  the  husband  being  the  oldest 
by  years  enough  to  have  been  the  father  or  grandfather  of  his 
wife,  although  so  much  her  senior,  may  outlive  hie  young 
wife. 

There  are  many  deviations  from  the  principles  laid  down 
in  these  observations,  but  individual  cases  do  not  conflict  at 
all  with  this  pecoliar  law  in  reference  to  the  transference  of 
vitality. 

Wlien  a  young  woman  sells  Jierself  to  a  man  old  enough 
to  bo  her  grandfatlrer,  she  puts  her  life  in  jeopardy.  She 
usually  dies  first.  There  are  modifying  circnmBtances,  some- 
times, that  partially  arrest  the  downward  tendency  to  a  pre- 
mature dissolution,  of  which  the  pnblic  are  ignorant.  Family  . 
■  secrete  embody  physiological  problems  more  strange  than 
poetic  fiction.  Of  the  many  who  thns  run  the  ganntlet  for  [ 
luck  in  marital  adventure,  a  few  win  the  race,  living  to  get 
what  they  anticipated — wealth.  AVhen  women  have  attained 
it  by  a  sacrifice,  they  deliberately  survey  the  ground,  and 
select  a  second  husband  more  congenial  to  their  age,  to  fill  an 
hiatus  in  their  affections. 

It  is  a  fearful  risk  to  marry  a  husband  considerably  tlie 
oldest.  There  sliould  be  a  correspondence  in  age,  as  in 
temperament    and  disposition,   to    secure    all    that  a  divine 
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institution  promisee  to  those  who  are  guided  by  reason, 
rather  than  impulse,  on  entering  upon  the  solenm  obligations 
of  matrimony. 

Law  op  Adaptatioh. 

A  man  should  not  be  much  more  than  nine  years  older 
than  his  wife.  From  four  to  seven  years  the  senior  is  a 
natural  relation,  and  always  insures  a  reasonable  prospect  of 
domestic  happiness.  Their  physical,  intellectual,  and  mond 
natures  then  harmonize  most  satisfactorily. 

Leaving  out  ambitious  views  in  regard  to  advantageous 
alliances,  from  a  selfish  determination  to  sacrifice  yearnings 
of  the  heart  for  pecuniary  power,  if  the  husband  is  a  few 
years  older  than  his  wife,  both  parties  will  have  more  domestic 
comfort  than  when  madam  is  the  senior. 

In  regard  to  sleep,  as  especially  belonging  to  tlie  domain 
of  health, — it  may  be  received  without  qualification,  as  tM>th 
sound  and  reasonable,  that  two  women  accustomed  to  sleep 
together  would  escape  many  annoyances  in  the  form  of 
headaches,  neuralgic  twinges,  occasional  nausea,  etc.,  were 
they  in  separate  beds. 

It  is  injurious  for  two  men  of  about  equal  age  to  lodge 
habitually  in  the  same  bed,  but  always  worse  for  females. 
Young  women,  at  all  times  after  the  establishment  of  perfect 
womanhood,  should  lodge  alone.  The  objections  to  sleeping 
together  are  not  removed,  even  though  the  apartment  is 
large  and  airy. 

Husbands  and  wives  sleeping  in  the  same  bed  do  not  con- 
taminate the  air,  as  two  men  or  two  women  do.  There  is  a 
correcting  influence  from  opposite  sexes  thus  circumstanced, 
difficult  to  explain,  but,  nevertheless,  true.  In  many  parts  of 
Italy  they  practise  the  discreet  policy  of  never  permitting 
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two  peraone  to  occupy  one  bed,  by  making  them  too  narrow 
for  two.  It  impresHea  the  traveller  with  curious  sorprise 
to  see  hot«l  beds  in  that  saany  land  bo  very  insigniiicant 
in  widtli. 

There  is  a  peculiar  electrical  coudition  of  th»  sexes.  Two 
females  do  not  develop  the  same  nervous  state,  neither  is  it  pro- 
duced by  two  men,  that  is,  elicited  by  one  of  each  aes.  The 
extreme  subtlety  of  this  phenomenon  dettes  scrutiny.  We  really 
do  not  know  anything  about  it  beyond  the  fact,  which  is  familiar 
knowledge  with  those  who  have  no  insight  into  the  first  prin- 
ciples of  science. 

It  is  said  that  a  man  and  a  woman,  introduced  into  a  per- 
fectly dark  room,  totally  ignorant  of  the  presence  of  encli  other, 
will  not  only  soon  ascertain  that  a  person  is  present,  and  that 
without  moving  an  inch,  but  decide  acctirately  whether  the 
neighbor,  unseen  and  imbcard,  is  a  man  <»'  a  woman  1 

Female  OPEBAnvES. 

One  reason  why  female  operatives  in  large  manufacturing  * 
establishments,  as  cotton-mills,  book-binderies,  printing-offices, 
paper-box  shops,  tailoring  lofts,  etc.,  ai-e  pale,  cadaverous,  or 
yellowish,  besides  being  of  inferior  strength,  although  but  a  few 
months  thus  circumstanced,  is  due  to  exlialations  from  their 
own  bodies,  inhaled  with  the  air  they  are  breathing. 

A  morbid  craving  for  clay,  charcoal,  slate-pencils,  chalk, 
broken  hits  of  crockery,  and  similar  substances,  is  almost 
iirepresmble  among  females  when  working  together  in  coa- 
siderable  numbers.  This  is  usually  regarded  as  a  novel  cir- 
ciunstanee. 

Deprived  of  home  influences,  grouped  together  in  a  vitiated 
atmosphere,  morbid  propensities  are  generated. 
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Sach  was  the  charcoal-eating  propendtj  of  the  female 
weavers  in  one  of  the  great  mills  in  Massachusetts  a  few  years 
since,  orders  were  given  to  lock  the  bins  in  which  charcoal  was 
kept|  as  the  girls  were  actually  consuming  sach  quantities  daily. 

Tbmperature  of  thb  Body. 

In  drawing-rooms,  halls,  concerts,  and,  indeed,  on  all  public 
occasions,  whera  large  numbers  of  persons  are  compactly  wedged 
together,  ladies,  much  sooner  than  men,  complain  of  a  sense  of 
suffocation.  Whil6  gentlemen  are  quite  at  their  ease,  the 
feminine  part  of  the  audience  are  plying  fans  with  extreme 
activity. 

In  churches,  men  sit  bundled  in  thick  heavy  clothing,  but: 
toned  to  their  chins,  and  then  are  only  just  comfortable,  while 
ladies  throw  off  their  outer  garments,  and  express  by  various 
movements  their  oppression  from  heat  or  foul  air. 

In  public  conveyances,  nothing  is  more  common  than  to 
have  a  car  full  of  men  thrown  out  of  temper  by  the  entrance  of 
a  frail,  shadowy  woman,  who  immediately  requests  a  window  to 
be  opened.  On  some  railroads,  cars  are  expressly  appropriated 
for  females,  in  which  they  may  have  a  temperature  as  much 
below  zero  as  their  necessities  i*equire ;  but  they  invariably  in- 
dicate dissatisfaction  in  being  placed  by  themselves,  even  though 
they  might  respire  more  agreeably. 

Clothing  which  women  wear  is  more  delicate  in  texture, 
thinner  and  h'ghter  than  male  attire  in  the  same  climate.  Yet 
they  are  as  warm  and  comfortable  as  muscular  men  in  their 
Mclntoshes  and  buffalo  overcoats. 

This  shows  that  women  have  a  temperature  above  the  slug- 
gish vitality  of  their  legal  protectors.  Their  circulation  is  more 
rapid  up  to  about  forty-five,  ceteris  pdrihuSy  than  the  circula- 
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tion  of  men,  snstaiued  npon  the  same  diet,  and  having  a  homo 
in  common. 

Sleepino  with  Aniuals. 

The  importance  of  having  women  eleep  well — that  is,  re- 
freshingly— need  not  be  argued.  A  vile  practice  is  gaining  in 
this  country,  that  shonld  be  frowned  down  by  all  wclI-wiBhers 
to  hninanity,  To«ng  ladies,  and  particularly  many  in  the 
maturity  of  age,  are  exceBsively  fond  of  pet  dogs.  They  ara 
their  moet  intimate  companions,  and  they  bestow  as  much  at- 
tention upon  thera  as  affectionate  mothers  mete  out  to  their 
children,  to  gratify  their  philoprogenitiveness.  It  must  be  met 
by  something,  and  black-and-tan  imps  take  the  place  which  poor, 
abandoned  orphans  should  have  in  their  arms  and  in  their 
affections. 

They  not  only  feed  them  on  delicacies  nnsuitablo  f«  their 
natures,  bnt  they  take  them  ont  to  ride  in  carriages,  when  it 
would  please  them  more  to  have  liberty  to  run  on  the  ground, 
like  all  tpiadriipeds.  It  is  disgusting  to  see  little  snapping  cura 
receiving  the  fondest  caresses  and  the  sweetest  tones  of  endear- 
ment, lavished  on  them  by  accomplished  women  who  would 
not  allow  imploring  poverty  to  stand  between  their  ladyships 
xad  a  darling  puppy. 

There  are  demoralizations  and  contaminating  influences 
connected  with  this  canine  mania,  which  a  loving  father  is 
bound  to  forbid.  If  his  commands  are  not  honored,  his  nest 
resort  should  be  a  revolver,  which  wonld  most  effectually  rid 
the  premises  of  such  unnatural  and  such  disgusting  asaociates 
of  his  daughters  or  his  wife. 

Not  satiefied  with  feeding  their  dogs  with  dainties  unsuit- 
able to  their  organs  of  digestion,  their  carnivorous  maws  are  filled 
with  such  articles  as  they  like  best  themselves ;  they  pamper 
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them  on  cushions,  walk  with  them  reposing  on  their  bosoms, 
and  sleep  with  them  ostensibly  at  their  feet.  The  rage  for 
pet  dogs  is  a  cultivated  taste.  They  commence  with  moderate 
attentions,  but  soon  become  fascinated,  and  next  bewitched. 
From  a  pillow  on  a  rug,  they  are  promoted  to  the  foot  of  the 
bed.  Having  served  a  sophomorical  period  there,  the  rise  to 
the  position  of  senior  and  intimate  companion  is  not  distant. 

"  Whoso  lies  down  with  dogs  will  rise  up  with  fleas,"  says 
the  proverb.  It  cannot  be  healthy  for  a  woman  to  inhale  air  a 
dog  has  breathed,  to  say  nothing  of  the  emanations  from  the 
pores  of  his  body  in  the  confined  apartments  in  which  such 
favorites  are  ordinarily  kept. 

There  is  a  tremendous  exposure  to  an  incurable  malady,  if, 
by  any  mishap,  madam  or  her  daughter  should  be  bitten  by  a 
rabid  pet.  They  become  mad,  and  no  dog  is  proof  against  a 
Budden  development  of  that  incurable  malady, — hydrophobia. 

Cats  are  preferable  to  dogs  for  little  children,  in  their  kitten- 
hood  days,  as  less  prone  to  bite  and  snap,  even  if  handled 
roughly.* 

♦  June  8th,  1871,  the  following  circumstance  occurred  in  a  police  court 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  which  shows  how  strong  an  attachment,  for  a  dog 
may  become: — 

Mrs.  Sophia  Clinton  lived  at  156  Clinton  street.  She  had  a  little  black- 
and-tan  dog,  and  the  blnck-and  tan  dog's  name  was  Dexter.  A  week  ago  the 
dog  strayed  away  or  was  stolen,  and  she  advertised  in  the  papers,  and 
Bearched  the  metropolis  for  that  little  dog.  At  last  she  found  him  in  the 
possession  of  a  German  named  Lippman  Kesslcr,  living  at  130  Attorney 
fltreet.  But  Mr.  Kessler  would  not  give  up  the  animal.  So  Mrs.  Clinton  had 
Mr.  Lippman  Kessler  arrested,  and  he  was  brought  before  Judge  Scott,  at 
Essex  Market.  Quite  a  scene  ensued  as  the  high  disputing  parties  made 
their  entrance  into  the  vestibule  of  Justice.  Mrs.  Clinton  is  a  tall,  slender 
lady,  of  fine  presence,  and  has  beautiful  blonde  hair.  Mr.  Kessler  is  a  gross- 
looking  Teuton  of  herculean  build.  The  lady  was  very  demonstrative  in  her 
affections,  and  kissed  and  hugged  the  "innocent  cauiie  of  the  war,"  calling 
him  "  mother's  own  baby,"  and  other  endearing  terms.  Poor  little  "  Dexter 
was  lost,  wasn't  he  ?    Poor  little  pet  J" 
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Cribs  for  Infantb. 


"When  a  cliild  has  been  weaned,  it  ebould  have  a  crib  by 
iteelf.  "With  the  development  of  teeth,  it  is  a  sign  a  modified 
aliment  is  required,  and  their  food  rfioiild  have  more  Bolidity. 
No  rules  can  be  given,  nor  are  they  required,  for  feeding  young 
children.  No  arbitrary  gystem  of  dieting  can  be  borne.  Va- 
riety is  necessary,  that  elements  may  be  eeleeted  by  fashioning 
vessels  essential  in  their  economy. 

If  a  child  of  a  tender  age  is  habitually  fed  on  dilnted  milk, 
softened  biscnit,  rice,  tapioca,  and  similar  unsatiBfactory  pap, 
because  an  ignorant  mother  has  s  theory  which  becomes  a  law 
in  her  own  house, — if  it  lives,  it  can  hardly  escape  having  a 
defective  mind  encased  in  a  feeble  body. 

OVEll-DOISO, 

Thonsaoda  of  children  die  annually  that  would  have  lived, 
had  they  l>een  let  alone.  One  of  the  trials  of  infnucy  is  teeth- 
ing.    Large  numbers  are  chronicled  in  the  bills  of  mortality  as 


"Oh,  y^a;  wj- Decbeter I  D«dieterl  mooth  vot  jou  bleese.  I  fail  he*m 
PreoDoe.    He  coom  tihoosd  de  zame,"  Hud  Mr.  Kepsler. 

"  What  mark  do  yon  know  him  by  1 "  saked  tlio  jndgo. 

Mrs.  Clinton — "  His  cUwb  were  cnt  short,  so  he  would  wnlfc  nite,  and 
his  esni  are  cut  looger  than  mosl  dogs';  and,  Jndgp,  here  is  the  mail  that  cut 
his  ears; "  pointing  to  a  young  gentleman  standing  alongside. 

Mr.  Keesler— "Oh,  yais.  Ton  hear  owel  aboud  dem  tinge  foo  de  bo- 
leeceman.  Coom  here,  Preeni^,  cooin.  You  see,  Shudge,  he  coom  to  me 
ynst  deeame;"  and  the  little  dog  trotted  over  to  hia  lost  owner,  * 

Judge — "  Where  did  you  get  the  dogt" 

Eesaler — "  I  got  hccm  fou  a  shoemaker  man.  I  dond  enn  remember  his 
name,  dere  is  so  moorh  eicitementa  nbont  dot." 

Mrii.  Clinton  called  the  dog  bock  again,  and  it  dung  to  her,  as  If  it  bad 
regained  its  mietretiB.  At  last  the  Judge  decided  in  her  favor,  and  ehe 
•talked  off  triumphantly. 
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having  died  from  that  cause.  The  truth  is,  if  the  facts  could  be 
known,  children  are  doctored  to  death  far  oftener  than  they  die 
from  diseases  peculiar  to  their  age.  Indifferent  physicians 
guess  at  their  ailments,  and  prescribe  accordingly,  without  much 
reflection,  since  to  do  nothing,  when  called  in  for  advice,  would 
be  rather  unprofessional. 

Charging  tlie  stomachs  of  little  children,  who  cannot  give 
any  account  of  their  indisposition,  with  nauseous  drugs,  is  repre- 
hensible. More  vital  effort  is  wasted  to  throw  them  off,  than 
would  have  been  expended  in  resisting  the  invasion  of  inflam- 
mation of  the  gums  in  the  protrusion  of  primary  teeth. 

Let  infants  and  young  misses  have  separate  beds.  School 
girls  should  invariably  sleep  by  themselves.  When  they  be- 
come young  ladies,  it  is  inexcusable  to  permit  two  of  them, 
however  attached  and  dear  to  each  other  as  friends,  to  occupy 
the  same  beds  habitually. 

Pulmonary  consumption  is  sadly  sweeping  away  women 
jfrom  spheres  they  beautify  and  adorn.  The  mortality  is  far 
beyond  what  it  would  be  from  hereditary  sources,  because  those 
who  die  of  it  transgress  many  laws  of  health.  To  obviate  the 
formation  of  a  susceptibility  in  the  constitution  to  the  approach 
of  pulmonary  consumption,  begin  seasonably  by  simply  avoid- 
ing exposures  to  influences  which  may  be  derived  from  sleeping 
with  others  in  early  life. 

Beds. 

There  is  another  subject  connected  with  this  topic,  too  long 
overlooked,  which  it  is  proper  to  introduce.  The  materials  of 
which  beds  should  be  made  is  an  important  study. 

It  is  certain  that  there  is  a  constant  exhalation  from  the 
surface  of  the  body.  If  the  emunctories  are  closed  by  inflam- 
mation, or  accumulations  of  foreign  matter,  a  thickening  of  the 
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epidermic  tisanes,  indeed,  from  any  eource,  as  exanthematous 
olistrnctiuua,  produces  internal  febrile  heat  and  uniTereal  die- 
turbanee  in  the  system. 

Febrile  heat  sometimeg  ensues  on  mechanical  principles, — 
from  the  non-escapement  of  fluids  which  oaght  necessarily  to 
pass  ofE  externally.  Insensible  perspiration  ia  a  safety-valve  for 
the  body,  as  much  as  a  crater  of  a  volcano  is  the  natural  outlet 
of  pent-up  forces  that  would  destroy  the  whole  mountain  if  not 
allowed  to  escape. 

The  kidneys  by  no  means  secrete  all  the  fluid  taken  into  the 
stomach  in  a  very  warm  day. 

Fluids  taken  by  the  renal  apparatus  directly  to  the  bladder, 
hold  in  solution  elements  already  referred  to  as  being  com- 
mingled with  our  food,  but  hurtful  if  not  carried  off  in  the 
most  direct  manner. 

Those  who  perspire  freely,  when  exposed  to  a  slightly 
elevated  temperature,  hare  thus  less  duty  imposed  on  the 
kidnevs. 


Offensivb  Cutaneous  Exhalations. 

Persons  wlio  perspire  easily,  and  more  than  others  under  or- 
dinary circimiBtauces,  rarely  have  either  dropsy  or  renal 
difliculties. 

There  is  a  singular  difierence  in  the  character  of  cutaneous 
transpirations  in  different  persons,  detected  by  the  sense  of 
smell,  but  not  by  the  individual  from  whom  it  escapes.  It  is 
offensively  unpleasant  to  the  olfactories  from  most  colored  per- 
sons, particularly  wheu  they  have  been  exercising  or  in  warm 
weather. 

That  disagreeable  odor  is  not  without  its  use  in  the  gefleral 
economy  of  things.     Africa  abounds  with  annoying  Insects,  tlie 
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torment  of  humamty,  as  of  all  animals.  So  particularly  oSen* 
sive  is  the  perspiration  from  the  bodies  of  the  natives,  it  pro- 
tects them,  like  an  invisible  cloud,  against  attacks  of  swarms 
of  pestiferous  flies,  gnats,  and  winged  plagues  of  indescribable 
forms,  which  no  life  could  resist,  were  it  not  for  that  curious 
provision  for  defense. 

Apiarians  are  familiar  with  what  every  body  knows,  that 
bees  cannot  tolerate  the  presence  of  some  persons,  while  others 
may  handle  their  hives,  extract  sheets  of  comb,  or  swarm  new 
colonies  with  perfect  impunity. 

This  is  accounted  for  by  the  ignorant,  on  the  presumption 
that  honey-bees  recognize  an  enemy  in  the  one  or  a  friend  in 
the  other.  No  doubt  those  who  annoy  them  by  their  presence 
to  exasperation,  give  off  an  offensive  vapor  which  the  acute  or- 
ganization of  the  bees  detects  as  a  nuisance.  Those  who  fear- 
lessly explore  the  interior  of  a  liive,  and  even  suffer  bees  to 
light  upon  them  without  being  stung,  exhale  no  vapor  that 
meets  their  disapprobation. 

This  is,  probably,  the  whole  secret  and  explanation  of  the 
supposed  friendship  or  hostility  of  honey-bees.  The  perspira- 
tion of  intemperate  persons,  as  well  as  those  excessively  given 
to  the  consumption  of  tobacco,  is  laden,  unknown  to  them- 
selves, with  exceedingly  offensive  matter,  which  is  quite  as 
disgusting  to  those  brought  within  the  sphere  of  its  emanation, 
as  to  the  quick  discrimination  of  honey-bees  and  wasps. 

Progressive  Decomposition  in  Life. 

There  is  a  constant,  uninterrupted  process  of  decomposition 
going  on  in  every  organ  and  tissue  of  the  body  of  every  living 
being.  When  a  new  particle  is  placed  in  position,  an  old  one 
is  removed. 
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There  are  but  tliree  -waja  of  tlirowiug  off  effete,  dead 
matter,  viz.,  through  the  porca  of  the  Bkin,  the  inteBtmal 
tube,  aud  tlie  bladder.  To  do  this,  the  blood  holds  luimenBa 
amouuta  of  dSris  in  solution.  When  long  retained,  pliy&icians 
speak  of  a  had  condition  of  the  blood.  Quai-ks,  without 
knowing  anything  about  it,  harp  incessantly  on  its  impurity, 
and  get  rich  on  tlic  sale  of  nostrums  for  its  puritieatipn. 

Such  medications  are  absurdities.  It  is  ridiculous  non- 
sense to  prate,  as  these  iiresponsible  speculatoi-s  iu  health  i 
do,  about  pretending  to  physic  the  blood.  It  is  as  iinpossibla 
to  produce  any  such  operation  as  it  would  be  to  bombard  the 
Bun.  Charged,  as  that  vital  fluid  must  be  always,  with  wom- 
oHt  materials,  which  have  served  a  purpose  till  all  of  value  in 
them  had  been  exhausted, — it  is  a  natural  process  to  be  floated 
away,  and  nature  will  take  care  of  herself  without  the  aid  of 
pseudo-medical  specialists. 

Tonics,  properly  directed,  may  assist  a  debilitated  invalid 
by  giving  vigor  to  some  flagging  organ,  in  this  never-ceasing 
procesB  of  receiving,  appropriating,  and  then  setting  at  liberty 
that  which  ceases  to  be  any  longer  of  utility. 

Avoid  one  probable  caose  of  indisposition,  as  far  as  possible, 
by  breathing  good  air  rather  than  foul,  if  just  as  readily 
obtained. 

Feather  beds  yield,  to  the  attnoephere  of  a  close  room,  a 
peculiar  mephitic  odor,  traceable  to  a  slow  decomposition  of 
the  tubes  of  the  feathers.  Tears  are  required,  if  no  ai-tificial 
efforts  are  made  by  severe  kiln-dryiug  or  baking,  before 
feathers  lose  that  offensive  character.  Even  after  various 
expedients  for  airing  them  by  drying,  they  re-imbibe  moift- 
tnre,  and  the  old  odor  is  again  given  off. 

Thus,  the  best  directed  efforts  in  purifying  feathers  are 
only  temporary,  and,  therefore,  they  should  be  abandoned.     It 
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is  just  as  injurious  to  be  inhaling  every  night  the  impure  air 
of  a  room  in  which  a  feather-bed  putrefaction  is  progressing, 
as  to  have  the  decaying  carcase  of  a  dead  animal  under  the 
bed,  from  wliich  sulphuretted  hydrogen  gas  was  escaping. 

In  northern  climates,  where  the  progress  of  feather  decom- 
position is  slowly  conducted,  feather  beds  are  common,  and 
less  to  be  dreaded  than  where  the  summers  are  long  and  hot. 
But  they  ouglit  to  be  given  up  wholly  and  entirely,  as  they 
probably  will  be,  with  a  more  general  diffusion  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  hygiene,  the  importance  of  which  is  happily 
beginning  to  be  understood. 

Even  when  the  weather  is  cold,  the  heat  of  the  body 
actually  penetrates  to  the  feathers,  acting  chemically  in  setting 
free  an  uHpleasant  odor,  if  the  room  is  not  well  aired.  Under 
any  circumstances,  those  of  delicate  organizations,  subjected 
to  severe  exposures  which  affect  the  lungs,  should  avoid 
feather  beds.  So  should  asthmatic  people.  Emanations  from 
a  feather  pillow,  even  when  the  bed  is  of  hair,  or  some  other 
common  material,  will  sometimes  bring  on  a  stricture  of  the 
bronchial  tubes,  so  severe  that  the  sufferer  can  scarcely  draw 
in  suflScient  breath  for  sustaining  life.  Asthmatics  should 
shun  feathers  in  beds,  bolsters,  or  pillows. 

Wool  beds  are  admirable.  They  are  wann,  soft,  and  elastic. 
They  have  been  objected  to  on  account  of  being  an  animal 
product,  as  well  as  feathers.  But,  admitting  that  decomposi- 
tion must,  of  course,  be  the  destiny  of  all  animal  matter,  in 
whatever  form  it  may  be  utilized,  there  is  really  no  such 
cogent  reason  for  rejecting  wool  as  feathers.  We  like  them, 
and  recommend  them  for  invalids  of  a  spare  habit. 

Next,  hair-mattresses,  in  universal  use,  while  fresh  and 
new,  are  delightful  beds.  But  they  are  an  animal  product  also, 
very  likely  to  be  preyed  upon  by  minute  insects  which  cut 
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the  liairB  into  bite  much  sooner  than  euepocted.     An  old  hai>  \ 
mattress  is  a,  living  sack  of  abominations,  in  which  life,  death, 
and  Buccessive  generations  of  miteB,  too  minute  to  be  Been  J 
without  a  magniiier,  undoubtedly  give  rise  to  eniplionB,  cnta-  I 
neoufl   irritationa,  and   perhajis  unpleasant   conditions  of  the 
mucous  membrane  of  thu  lungs,  from  breathing  air  laden  with 
matter  escaping  through  the  tick. 

Many  a  traveller  has  imbibed  the  seeds  of  death  by  sleep- 
ing on  Buch  kinds  of  beds  in  lioteU.  They  would  be  gainere  by 
sleeping  on  the  floor,  rather  than  recline  on  an  old  hair-mattress 
which  may  have  been  soaked  with  the  ofi'ensive  sweat  products 
of  a  eick  stranger  the  night  before,  or  be  in  a  state  of  slow 
chemical  putridity,  from  which  gases  are  given  off  that  may  J 
generate  disease  which  no  medications  could  arreat. 

Frequent  opening  of  the  sacks,  repicking  and  drying  in 
open,  brilliant  sunlight,  and  thoroughly  drying  beds  of  all 
kinds  in  hotels  and  boarding-houses,  should  be  enforced  under 
police  inspection,  as  a  measure  for  securing  public  health 
among  other  sanitary  preeantions  so  well  received  by  the. 
pubhc. 

Cotton-wool  beds  have  been  introduced,  but  not  very  suc- 
cessfully. They  mat  and  become  extremely  hard,  soon  losing 
all  the  elasticity  they  may  have  had  at  flret.  Besides,  they 
imbibe  moisture  which  is  ditiicult  to  expel  in  such  a  thick  mass. 

Within  a  few  years,  sponge  beds  have  been  introduced, 
whicli  have  their  friends,  especially  among  those  interested  in 
the  sale  of  tliem.  There  has  hardly  been  time  to  ascertain 
their  true  merits.  If  their  elasticity,  when  chopped  or  torn 
into  fragments,  depends  on  being  made  supple  with  glycerine, 
by  and  by  objections  will  be  raised  against  them.  However, 
they  are  not  to  be  criticised  unfavorably  till  more  is  known  of 
the  advantages  they  present. 

10» 
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One  of  the  latest  and  best  yet  presented  for  acceptance,  is 
the  metallic.  In  appearance  it  is  a  wire  tick,  woven,  or  made 
of  rings  linked  together,  fastened  by  its  edges  to  the  inner 
margins  of  the  bedstead. 

They  are  always  clean  and  free  from  collections  which 
attach  to  other  beds.  Being  galvanized,  they  neither  rust  nor 
become  dark-colored.  Water  beds,  which  were  thought  par- 
ticularly valuable  for  hospitals,  have  not  been  in  general  use. 
The  metallic  bed  addresses  itself  to  the  commonsense  of  a 
very  limited  intelligence  as  valuable.  A  mattress  is  rarely 
required  on  them.  A  few  thicknesses  of  soft  woolen  blankets 
are  quite  suflBcient ;  they  are  soft  and  yielding  to  the  form  of 
the  sleeper.  In  a  word,  they  are  admirable  and  appear  destined 
to  be  extensively  adopted  wherever  large  numbers  of  beds  are 
required  in  any  one  place — as  on  shipboard,  hospitals,  barracks, 
and  hotels.    Families  ought  to  give  them  a  decided  jpreference. 

There  is  immense  economy  in  them.  Beside  all  the  prop- 
erties found  in  other  beds,  of  giving  ease  and  comfort,  they 
present  none  of  the  objections  cited  in  reference  to  feathers, 
hair,  wool,  cotton,  rattan,  husks,  or  straw.  No  insects  will  ever 
burrow  upon  them; — and  when  injured  or  broken,  or  they 
become  valueless  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  made, 
they  may  then  be  sold  for  old  iron. 

In  fitting  up  a  private  dwelling,  the  economy  of  the  iron 
bed  is  apparent.  They  are  the  least  objectionable;  and  the 
very  best  for  young  persons,  especially  children,  because  they 
would  be  perfectly  free  from  moisture  and  vermin.  They  can 
be  set  into  any  kind  of  bedstead,  wood  or  iron,  but  iron  should 
take  the  place  of  wooden  bedsteads.  It  is  the  bed  for  women — 
incomparatively  superior  to  any  other  kind  in  use. 


CHAPTEE    Xra. 
The  Food  of  Women. 

Dietetiea  o(  tlie  World— Everything  Eaten — Differenon  of  Tuste — Habit— H 
Sugar  a  Necessitj — Ecoiiouij  of  the  Livor — Pork^By  whom  Avoided — ■  | 
Starch — Experiuient  with  HoueyBe^s — Law  of  Life  llluslrated — Frulu  i 
to  be  (welj  given  to  Children — Open-Alr  Eiercise  for  Girla — A  I 
volent  Citiiea  of  Boston— Fish  Eicollenl  Food — Ajid  Why? 

EvEKY  creeping  thing,  even  (iisgustiog  insects,  vermin,  rep 
tiles,  lizards,  and  crawling  ophidians,  are  used  for  human  food*  I 
Of  course,  they  are  not  appropriated  for  that  purpose  in  civil- 1 
i«ed  countries ;  but,  with  savages  and  barbarians,  whatever  wilij 
sustain  life  is  greedily  seized  upon  without  reference  to  extemall 
appearances,  habits,  character,  or  flavor.  Necessity  compelsl 
many  tribes  to  sustain  themselves  on  food  that  would  not  have 
been  selected  from  choice  or  a  depraved  taste,  if  anything  else 
could  be  procured. 

Under  EDch  circumstances,  it  has  not  been  discovered  that  ] 
those  who  feed  thus  promiscously  »nd  offensively,  measured 
by  the  standard  of  civilization,  are  any  more  prone  to  sickuese, 
or  are   shorter-lived,   than  gentlemen    and  ladies  who   dine 
sumptuously  on  roast  beef  and  pudding. 

"  Slay  and  eat,"  was  a  command  to  Peter,  when  the  eheet 
was  let  down  before  his  eyes,  filled  with  all  manner  of  strange 
forms.  It  is  a  maxim  in  law  that  circumstanceB  alter  cases.  So 
it  is  in  respect  to  diet.  Our  impressions  respecting  the  whole- 
Bomeness  or  unwholesomeness  of  particular  kinds  of  food,  are 
formed  from  the  remarks,  or  likes  and  dislikes  of  those  vriih  1 
whom,  and  among  whom,  our  early  associations  were  established,  i 
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We  are  influenced,  without  being  able  to  explain  why,  by  what 
others  say  and  are  practising  within  the  circle  in  which  we  are 
moving.  Our  social  education,  which  is  entirely  independent 
of  letters,  books,  or  schools,  is  commenced  and  completed  very 
early  in  the  family.  What  we  learn  there  abides  with  us  ever 
after.  We  cannot  emancipate  ourselves  from  the  eiTors  thus 
imbibed,'  nor  free  ourselves  from  the  cordon  of  responsibilities 
with  which  we  feel  ourselves  surrounded,  without  violating 
moral  laws  on  which  both  safety  and  happiness  seem  to 
depend. 

Nearly  all  we  know  upon  the  subject  of  food  comes  from 
tlv9  experience  of  others,  and  rarely  from  our  own.  Had  we 
been  accustomed  to  swallows'-nest  soups,  a  rich  dish  in  China,  we 
certainly  should  have  had  no  prejudices  to  contend  with  in  later 
years,  were  it  served  to  us ;  but,  never  having  tasted  it,  the  very 
thought  of  such  a  singular  preparation  for  the  stomach  is 
nauseating.  Precisely  so,  also,  in  regard  to  that  still  more  dis- 
gusting delicacy  of  almond-eyed  races,  leche  de  la  merj  a  large, 
slimy,  soft,  hideous-looking  sea-slug,  held  in  the  highest  es- 
timation in  aristocratic  society  throughout  the  whole  of 
China. 

Sailors  on  a  wreck  have  fed  upon  the  decaying  coi'pse  of  a 
starved  companion,  without  any  of  those  painful  results  which 
theoretically  follow  from  eating  putrescent  food.  Ilungry 
Bedouins  feast  upon  dried  locusts ;  roaming  savages  of  Africa 
satisfy  a  voracious  appetite  with  a  roasted  boa-constrictor,  or  a 
baked  monkey.  A  Mexican  slaughters  a  cow  for  the  sake  of'  a 
dainty  morsel,  the  half -grown  caK,  throwing  away  the  beef  of 
the  mother,  as  too  coarse  and  too  common  for  a  refined  and  cul- 
tivated gourmand.  Stewed  puppies  were  a  choice  preparation 
when  Captain  Cook  discovered  the  Sandwich  Islands.  Fried 
eels,  boiled  snails,  five-fingered  Jacks,  oysters,  prawns,  clams. 
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shrimps,  etc.,  which  belong  to  our  catalogue  of  modem  eatables, 
are  quite  as  objectionable,  contemplated  as  awful-looking  crea-  J 
tores,  ss  many  things  we  exclude  from  gnstatoiy  favor,  on 
count  of  their  imagined  bad  qualities. 


If  chemical  decomposition  is  not  so  far  advanced  as  to  de- 
Btroy  cohesion,  no  imfavorable  effects  result  from  eating  any- 
thing that  has  once  been  alive.  Those  animals  which  have 
sacks  of  poison  in  them  are  excluded,  &&  well  as  those  that 
secrete  an  abominable  fluid  from  particular  glands,  which,  in  J 
both  cases,  are  defences  against  their  enemies. 

Pampered  city  gourmands  keep  venison  till  it  becomesfl 
partially  decayed,  before  it  attains  that  delicious  flavor  vrhic^i 
meets  the  approval  of  an  aldcrmanic  stomach. 

To  those  unaccustomed  to  that  delicacy — a  conversationatl 
theme  of  officials,  dieted  at  the  expense  of  taxpayers — such  a  ! 
meal  would  seem  freighted  with  death  in  the  pot,  especially  ] 
when  a  smoking  quarter  comes  to  the  table,  a  perfect  nuisance 
to  uneducated  olfactories. 

Overcome  the  pangs  of  hunger  with  whatever  is  of  an  animal  I 
ori^n,  there  are  properties  in  it  which  a  stomach  fashions  to  ' 
meet  the  exigencies  of  the  system.     No  carrion  is  too  cormpt  for  ] 
some  carnivorous  beasts  and  birds.     Contact  with  the  gastric 
juice  deprives  it  quickly  of  the  taint,  while  the  decaying  softness 
of  flesh  is  thus  prepared  for  rapid  digestion. 

Man  has  always  been,  and  always  will  continue  to  sustain  i 
himself  on  a  mixed  aliment. 


Salt. 
The  late  Mr,  Sylvester  Graham  was  a  prominent  vegetarian  ■ 
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fanatic.  He  was  even  extremely  prejadiced  against  salt.  He 
could  not  abide  it,  and  exerted  his  vocal  skill  in  trying  to  con- 
vince silly  old  women,  of  both  sexes,  that  eating  salt  was  about 
equal  to  taking  in  death  by  grains. 

How  supremely  ridiculous  to  be  at  war  with  the  law  of 
necessity  I  There  is  not  a  treatise  extant  on  health,  held  in 
esteem  by  competent  scientific  authorities,  that  does  not  admit, 
unequivocally,  that  common  salt  is  foimd  in  all  our  tissues  and 
fluids. 

We  could  not  be  what  we  are,  or  what  we  may  be,  without 
it.  Salt  is  found  in  almost  every  article  made  use  of  as  food, 
whether  the  newly-fledged  sdiool  of  ignorant  physiological 
reformers  approve  of  it  6r  not.  By  the  introduction  of  s^t 
into  the  system,  the  blood  globules  are  supposed  to  be  sustained 
in  their  form,  and  prepared  for  the  purposes  of  life.  Even 
the  tears  we  shed  contain  salt  We  must  be  supplied 
with  it.  Nature,  therefore,  in  anticipation  of  the  necessities 
of  all  warm-blooded  animals,  was  careful  to  introduce  it 
into  vegetables,  and  from  them  the  flei^h  and  fluids  are  kept 
supplied. 

There  are  conditions  in  which  the  supply  from  that  source 
is  not  equal  to  the  demands  of  the  body.  Where  the  quantity 
secured  by  plants  and  grasses  in  some  latitudes  is  too  small,  the 
deficit  is  met  for  man  by  commerce.  Buffaloes,  deer,  etc.,  in 
the  primitive  state  of  this  country,  came  in  droves  from  great 
distances  in  the  far  West  towards  the  Atlantic  where  salt 
springs  abounded,  to  obtain  what  instinct  compelled  them  to 
seek ;  or  suffer  and  die,  if  not  found. 

Grass-feeding  animals  search  for  it  in  their  wild  state  con- 
tinually. Whenever  they  discover  a  saline  quality  in  water, 
that  spot  is  not  only  remembered,  but  intelligence  of  its  locality 
is  extensively  propagated  and  transmitted  from  one  generation 
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to  another.  How  that  was  accomplished  withonC  articulative  I 
langnsge  will  ever  remain  ea  much  of  a  paradox  as  tlie  propa-  I 
gation  of  the  intuition  o£  birds  to  go  South  for  winter  quarters 
which  is  understood  bj  the  youngest  of  the  flock  for  the 
first  time  leaving  the  neighborhood  where  they  were  reared,  J 
for  a  flight  of  one  or  two  thousand  miles  to  an  unknown  I 
region. 

Tlie  health  of  wild  or  domesticated  animals  imperiously  I 
demands  salt.  Some  are  so  organized  that  what  they  obtain  J 
in  their  food  ia  sufBcient  for  them.  The  farmer  feeds  it  | 
out  at  stated  periods  to  his  stock.  Timid  horses  may  he  I 
caught  with  a  handful,  when  notliing  else  would  tempt  I 
tJiem  to  yield  up  their  lilierty  to  become  tlie  slaves  of  their  | 
captors. 

Carnivorous  animals,  flesh-eaters  excliisiveiy,  obtain  in  their  \ 
prey  just  enough  of  the  saline  element  to  answer  the  physical  1 
needs  of  their  organization. 

Anomalies. 

No  two  persons  are  constituted  so  nearly  alike  as  to  perfectly 
agree  in  their  taste  or  appetency  for  food.  One  may  object  to 
pastry,  while  another  loves  it  dearly.  A  small  amount  of  meat 
snSces  for  some,  others  have  no  rellHh  for  it  at  all.  Vegetables 
are  coveted  exclusively  by  some  individuals.  In  theto  are 
provided  sugar,  starch,  gelatine,  etc,  required  in  the  re- 
paration of  their  tisBues,  Thus,  bread,  in  universal  request, 
contains  some,  if  not  all,  of  those  elements,  and,  therefore, 
each  sustains  himself  on  an  article  in  which  some,  if  not 
all,  the  life-euetaining  properties  exist,  necessary  for  his  pre- 
servation. 

Bread,  by  baking,  is  prepared  for  being  converted  into  glu-  . 
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0066  soon  after  reaching  the  stomach.    It  is  changed  into  a 
sweetish  paste  by  a  vital  chemical  action. 

Sugar  is  indispensable.    If  the  supply  is  too  small  from 

without,  the  liver,  as  set  forth  in  another  chapter,  immediately 

manufactures  enough  to  supply  the  deficit  necessary  in  the 

economy  of  the  individual. 


Affecting  the  Teeth. 

A  common  opinion  prevails  that  sugar  is  injurious  to  the 
teeth.  A  grosser  mistake  was  never  propagated.  Carious 
teeth,  denuded  of  enamel,  ache  when  sweets  are  in  contact  with 
the  decaying  surface;  but  the  cause  of  the  caries  is  due  to 
other  agencies,  and  not  to  sugar. 

Children  crave  it,  and  the  universal  desire  for  sweets  gives 
employment  to  immense  numbers  of  laborers  in  tropical  coun- 
tries to  meet  the  demands  of  those  parts  of  the  globe  where  it 
cannot  be  made. 

Wherever  civili^tion  has  raised  its  standard,  sugar  becomes 
a  staple  commodity.  How  preposterous,  then,  to  attempt  turn- 
ing back  the  current  of  trade,  or  interfering  with  the  great 
movements  of  commercial  activity,  because,  forsooth,  some  ad- 
dle-headed theorist  wishes  to  immortalize  himself  by  opposing 
constitutional  tendencies  of  improved  and  improving  humanity. 


SUGAB  HAS  IGNOBANT  EnEMIES. 

Opposing  the  use  of  sugar  and  salt  is  simply  to  expose 
one's  imbecility,  want  of  judgment,  and  limited  views  of  na- 
ture's unalterable  laws. 
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Teeth,  stomach,  and  their  auxiliary  appendages  arc  eon- 
Btmcted  upon  principles  of  relationship  to  secure  perfect  nutri- 
tion. Because  men  can  subsist  on  a  mixed  diet,  is  found  their 
ability  for  traversing  the  globe  from  the  tropics  to  the  frozen 
regions  of  the  poles. 

We  go  with  impnnitj'  from  arctic  ice-fields  to  the  bnming 
Bands  of  an  African  desert,  through  all  extremes  of  climate, 
without  apprehension  of  not  being  able  to  Eustain  ourselves  on 
any  kind  of  food  which  may  be  offered.  No  animal  conld  be 
transported  through  such  diversified  climates,  and  feed  on 
diversified  products  as  they  might  present,  without  perishing. 
They  must  have  the  element  especially  fitted  to  their  organiza- 
tion.    If  tliat  is  not  to  be  had,  they  perish. 

Swine,  and  some  birds,  to  a  limited  extent,  are  omnivorous; 
still  they  cannot  thrive  when  removed  from  their  natural  habi- 
tat, unless  provided  with  food  analogous  to  that  in  which  they 
attain  their  highest  development. 

Feathered  tribes  feed  largely  on  insects,  larvte,  seeds,  etc., 
which  is  a  mixtnre  of  animal  and  vegetable  food.  Were  it 
otherwise,  in  their  periodical  migrations  sad  consequences 
would  follow.  An  omnivorous  appetite  can  be  accommodated 
in  difierent  localities,  where  animal  and  vegetable  prodacts 
abound,  without  impairing  muscular  force,  or  unfitting  them 
for  returning  to  such  food  as  they  subeiet  upon  a  part  of  the 
seasoQ  North  or  South. 

Pork. 


Swine  feed  indifferently  on  flesh,  vegetables,  or  garbage, 
without  reference  to  its  composition,  even  in  a  state  of  pntre- 
factive  fermentation.  A  knowledge  of  their  liabite  may  have 
11 
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led  to  a  prohibition  of  pork  under  the  Mosaic  dispensation. 
They  have  always  been  held  as  unclean,  and,  therefore,  unsuit- 
able for  human  food,  from  a  remote  antiquity,  by  both  Jews 
and  Mahometans. 

Shaker  communities  in  this  country  have  uniformly  ab- 
stained from  pork.  Trichinus  spiralis,  which  affects  men,  wo- 
men, and  children,  is  traced  directly  to  swine.  Their  minute 
eggs  taken  into  the  human  stomach,  or,  indeed,  any  stomach,' 
as  far  as  we  know  to  the  contrary,  resist  the  gastric  juice ; 
although  it  dissolves  metals,  their  vitality  resists  its  potency. 
Trichi  J8B  reach  the  muscles,  and  the  tapeworm  keeps  possession 
of  the  alimentary  canal. 

Scrofula,  which  is  an  enlargement  and  tumefaction  of 
the  glands,  is  also  believed  to  be  aggravated,  if  not  produced  by 
pork.  The  term  scrofula  is  derived  from  a  word  indicating 
filthiness. 

Shakers  are  remarkable  for  theii*  fair  skins,  clear  complex- 
ion, and  exemption  from  scrofulous  affections.  They  very 
rarely  have  either  cutaneous  blotches,  discolorations,  moles,  or 
eruptions,  which  confirms  them  in  the  opinion,  that  they  are 
right  in  excluding  pork  from  their  tables,  and  living  swine 
from  their  farms. 

When  swine  are  fed,  as  they  usually  are  in  the  vicinity  of 
cities,  and  populous  towns,  on  offal  gathered  in  carts,  the  back- 
yard accuihulations  from  kitchens,  sour,  decomposing,  or  offen- 
sive, no  pains  ever  being  taken  to  preserve  such  collections  from 
passing  into  a  stage  wholly  unfit  for  food,  their  flesh  becomes 
diseased,  in  consequence  of  being  compelled  to  subsist  on  a 
vile  hodge-podge — ^a  perfect  salmagundi  of  concentrated  vileness. 

Raised,  as  they  are  in  back  settlements  of  the  West,  on 
mast,  which  they  gather  in  their  free  rambles  in  the  woods,  or 
when  stall-fed  on  sound  con^,  the^J>orkis  less  objectionable,  and 
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not  likely  to  be  diseased.  But  it  ie  aafer  never  to  nao  it,  since 
it  is  difficult  to  decide  in  the  market  from  whence   it  came. 

Ladiee  who  are  anxious  to  preserve  their  fair  faces  free 
from  roughness,  redness,  eniptive  pimples,  and  glandular 
enlargements  about  tlie  neck,  must  shun  pork.  Tliey  can- 
not breakfast  on  sausages  without  running  a  greater  risk  than 
with  a  pork-steak ;  beeauae  they  ape  usually  made  of  scrapings 
of  bones,  or  the  poorest  quality  of  pork,  so  compounded  witli 
pepper,  lard,  and  pulverized  herbs,  as  to  conceal  the  objection- 
able appearance  or  taint  they  would  give  out,  were  it  not  for 
salt,  and  the  deceptive  skill  of  the  manufacturer. 

Smoked  hams  pass  tlirongh  processes  which  are  thought  to 
destroy  parasites  burrowing  in  the  best  of  Ihem.  By  severe 
boiling  or  baking,  minute  eggs  deposited  in  them  are  efl'ectu- 
ally  destroyed,  so  that  in  that  form,  if  pork  is  .at  all  allowable, 
it  is  in  a  thoronghly  cured  and  tlioroughly  cooked  ham.  Eveo 
when  a  long  while  smoked,  if  taken  in  sandwiches,  raw — some- 
times  practised — there  is  undoubted  danger  of  being  infected 
with  trichinEB  and  tape-worm  eggs. 


Discoloration  of  the  Skin. 

Moth-spots,  those  irregular  yellow  patches  that  appear  on 
the  chin,  side  of  the  nose,  on  the  forehead,  and  near  the  ears  of 
middle-aged  women;  irritable  eruptions  on  the  limbs,  known 
aa  salt  rheum ;  excess  of  dandruff  on  the  head ;  moles,  and 
spongy  outgrowths, — are  each  and  all  of  them  aggravated  by 
pork. 

Cooking  exceedingly  modifies  food  for  being  more  easily 
and  rapidly  assimilated.  Hard  and  unpalatable  artictea,  in 
a  raw  state,  are    Cjuite  savory  when  subjected  to  cnlinaiy 
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operations.  But  of  all  laboratories,  the  stomach  is  tlie  most 
perfect.  Vital  chemistry  is  superior  to  art,  and  whatever 
enters  the  stomach  is  subjected  both  to  mechanical  and 
chemical  influences,  before  the  absorbents  draw  upon  the 
mass  for  nutriment. 

Further  Observations  on  Sugar. 

Sugar  is  an  ingredient  of  most  plants,  roots,  fruits,  and 
grains  on  which  animals  subsist.  So  acute  is  the  sense  of 
smell  in  quadrupeds,  especially  the  wild  ones — and  always 
active  in  the  domesticated,  as  horses,  oxen,  deer,  sheep,  and 
goats — ^they  select,  with  extreme  care  and  accuracy,  only  such 
vegetables  as  yield  it. 

It  is  for  our  interest,  as  it  is  for  the  promotion  of  indi- 
vidual and  public  health,  to  cultivate  plants  and  roots  for 
our  domesticated  animals  that  contain  the  largest  per  cent 
of  saccharine  matter.  Hence,  beets,  carrots,  and  turnips  are 
excellent  for  them. ' 

We  have  nothing  to  do  with  commercial  interests  in  these 
deliberations.  Reference  is  simply  made  to  those  products 
that  have  an  influence  on  individual  health. 

Next  to  sugar,  in  the  order  of  dietetic  indispensables,  are 
the  cereals. 

Starch  passes  through  several  interesting  stages  before  it 
yields  those  elements  on  which  its  nutritive  properties  depend. 
Flour  is  first  made  into  dough,  and  by  baking  is  changed 
so  materially,  as  to  be  wholly  unlike  its  appearance  either  in 
flour  or  dough.  Both  in  sapidity  and  in  quality  for  the  sup- 
port of  life,  the  processes  through  which  it  passes  from  the  mill  to 
leaving  the  oven,  are  remarkably  curious;  yet  so  common 
and  familiar,  a  thought  is  never  bestowed  upon  the  subject 
except  by  teachers  or  writers  on  the  phenomena  of  digestion. 
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If  compelled  to  sabBiBt  upon  any  one  article  exclueivelv, 
even  if  it  contains  sugar,  it  ceases  to  be  serviceable  to  man, 
but  most  of  the  animals  live  in  excellent  health  through  their 
whole  allotted  lifetime,  as  regulated  hy  the  law  of  limitation, 
on  one  kind  of  food. 

Our  food  must  be  fre<jnentlT  changed,  or  compounded 
with  different  ingredients.  Dogs,  cats,  and,  indeed,  all  the 
carnivorous  animals,  are  quite  independent  of  sugar  from 
plants  or  fruits,  all  that  thej  req^uire  being  manufactured 
witliin  Uieir  own  bodies.  If  they  are  fed  on  sugar  a  little 
time  the  relish  for  it  soon  subsides,  and  they  lose  flesh, 
become  feeble,  anil  die. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  sugar  in  fruits  and 
grains,  with  whicli  we  are  most  familiar.  Nature  has  made 
ample  provision  for  the  necessities  of  those  whose  organizatioQ 
requires  it. 

In  one  hundred  parts,  sugar  is  in  the  following  proportion : 

TigH 63JiO  Wheat  Flour 6^  to  4S 

Cherried IMS  Rye  Me«l 8.38 

Feaclies IG.IS  Indian  Mm] 1.45 

Peeni tlJ13  Few. %M 

Tamarinds 13.60  Cow'»  Milk 4.77 

Beeie 0.00  Human  Milk 5JW 

Bntlej 651 

Fruits  abound  more  in  sugar  than  grain,  but  the  latter  fur- 
niahes  stai-cli.  Wc  cannot  subsist  on  either  alone,  bo  well  or  8o 
long  as  when  compounded  witli  other  materials. 

There  b  an  inborn  love  for  sweets  and  oily  food  which  can- 
not be  overcome  by  any  system  of  discipline,  so  that  the  indi- 
Tidual  will  not  indulge  in  them  when  opportunity  presents. 

Beee  fed  on  pure  sugar  refuse,  for  a  few  days,  to  forage 
5  flowen.    That,  however,  is  only  temporary,  as  we  have 
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often  repeated  the  experiment,  and  found  that,  after  the  syrup 
had  been  mixed  in  the  honey-pouch  of  the  bees,  with  the  secre- 
tions of  that  organ,  it  lost  its  fluidity  by  evaporation,  and  left 
dry  sugar  in  the  cell.  The  bees  immediately  went  earnestly  to 
work,  with  united  force,  on  discovering  the  appearance  of  things, 
and  canied  it  all  out  of  the  hive,  grain  by  grain,  and  then 
resumed  their  accustomed  avocation  in  the  fields. 

When  pigs  are  fed  exclusively  on  boiled  potatoes,  though 
ridi  in  starch,  they  fatten  slowly,  because  no  oily  material  is 
present.  By  simply  mixing  milk  with  potatoes  or  corn-meal, 
seeds  or  nuts,  the  fattening  process  is  vastly  more  rapid. 

Cooking  Food  for  Animals. 

Nothing  is  gained  for  domesticated  animals  by  cooking  their 
food.  Cows,  fed  on  warm  swill,  still-house  waste,  macerated 
hay ;  or  swine^  urged  on  to  excessive  fatness  by  confinement  and 

cooked  food,  have  ulcerations*of  the  liver,  and  a  bad  state  of  the 
tissues.  Measly  pork  is  a  disease  of  the  cellular  texture,  and, 
therefore,  wholly  unsuitable  for  the  table,  however  disguised  by 
pepper  in  sausage-meat,  or  bacon.  "When  Majendie  rationed  dogs 
wholly  on  starch  or  sugar,  they  died  unexpectedly  soon.  Butter 
or  lard,  fed  to  them  exclusively,  was  equally  fatal. 

A  duck  fed  entirely  on  butter,  at  the  rate  of  1,350  to  1,500 
grains  daily,  died  in  three  weeks.  On  examination,  the  butter 
was  oozing  from  all  parts  of  the  bird's  body.  Even  the 
feathers  were  saturated  with  it,  and  the  odor  was  excessively 
nauseous  and  offensive. 

Warnings  against  Vegetarian  Reforms. 

The  lessons  taught  in  these  experiments  are  detached  evi- 
dences of  a  fundamental  law  of  life,  which  cannot  be  set  aside. 
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Persevering  attempts  of  vegetarian  refonnera  to  convert  men 
and  women  to  their  theories,  propped  up  by  the  repreBentationa 
of  tlie  saving  to  be  realized  by  returning  to  acoma,  never  have 
succeeded.  Every  little  while  a  new  aspirant  for  tame  springs 
into  transitory  notice,  to  raelt  away  under  the  smisliine  of  rea- 
son. Tliere  is  no  lack  of  converts  when  a  new  dietetic  doctrine 
ie  first  annomiccd.  There  is  a  kind  of  romance  in  subsisting  on 
next  to  nothing.  Instead  of  needlessly  wasting  ]irecious  hoars 
of  a  short  exietcnce  in  roasting  legs  of  mutton,  making  pancakes 
and  pudding,  the  whole  twenty-four  devoted  to  rejoicings  over 
a  glorious  emancipation  from  tLe  I'estraints  and  refinctacnts  of 
a  burdensome  (uvilization,  is  more  poetical  than  profitable. 
With  all  the  enthusiasm  which  usually  cliaracteriKes  tLe  ardor 
of  new  disciples  to  any  ultra  proposition,  the  vegetarians  fall 
from  grace,  and  ultimately  sin  against  arguments  that  were 
plausible  enough  at  first,  by  returning  to  theli"  former  habits  of 
living  bke  sensible  beings,  in  conformity  to  the  usages  of  society 
in  which  their  destiny  is  cast. 

How  ridiculons  to  attempt  reasoning  men  and  women 
into  a  conviction  that  their  five  special  seul^es  are  not  to  be 
gratified,  because  it  is  displeasing  to  their  Creator  to  indulge 
in  anything  he  has  bountifully  supplied,  simply  as  temptations, 
but  not  for  consumption. 

Of  all  modern  reformersl  vegetarians  have  the  most  dis- 
couraging prospect  of  sncoesa.  It  is  recorded  that  Paracelsns 
prided  himself  in  having  discovered  the  tnic  elixir  of  life.  It 
was  an  expensive  preparation  which  only  kings  could  purchase, 
in  expectation  of  living  and  ruling  for  ever  on  earth.  While 
glorying  in  his  pride,  that  his  researches  in  occult  science  had 
terminated  so  favorably,  he  died  with  a  bottle  of  his  life-pre- 
server in  his  pocket,  at  the  age  of  forty  I 
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On  What  should  we  Subsist? 

Kot  waiting  for  an  echo  to  answer  the  question,  reason 
says,  whatever  relishes.  Any  arbitrary  system  that  prescribes 
positive  rules  and  articles,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others,  must 
be  wrong. 

Dyspepsia  was  never  cured  by  a  spare  diet.  The  false  but 
ftshionable  direction  for  these  whining,  complaining,  gaunt 
appendages  of  society,  who  are  dying  of  indigestion,  is  the  sure 
way  of  hastening  their  departure  to  that  bourne  from  whence 
no  traveller  returns. 

Dyspeptic  invalids,  besides  slowly  starving  themselves  in 
the  midst  of  inviting  plenty,  pretty  uniformly  are  all  the  while 
under  medical  treatment  which  is  not  required. 

Assisting  nature  instead  of  thwarting  her  behests,  by  faring 
sumptuously  every  day  on  the  bounties  a  kind  Providence 
provides,  offers  a  far  better  prospect  of  relief  and  a  speedier 
restoration,  than  the  slow,  miserably  wasting-away  course 
usually  pursued  by  intelligent  sufferers. 

This  method  of  treating  dyspepsia,  the  disease  of  comfort- 
able circumstances,  is  no  violation  of  the  rational  laws  of 
iiealth.  Meet  the  malady  with  appropriate  nutrition.  Food 
for  dyspeptics  must  be  neither  too  fine  nor  concentrated,  but  a 
generous  variety  and  of  the  best  quality. 

Those  poor  men  and  women  who  rarely  gratify  their 
palates  with  rich  preparations  which  greet  the  uncertain  ap- 
petites of  the  rich,  are  exempt  from  their  peculiar  sufferings. 

Laboring  people  rarely  ever  have  a  symptom  of  that  bane 
of  pecuniary  independence, — dyspepsia.  They  sleep  soundly, 
and  awake  refreshed. 


THE  WAYS  OP  WOMEN. 


FltLTl 


Fruits  slioTild  be  more  freely  used.  Apples,  eepeciallj,  are 
exceedingly  grateful  to  inoet  persons.  They  may  be  cooked 
in  many  ways  for  the  table,  contributing  largely  to  good  living. 
Simply  baked,  they  are  excellent  food,  and,  if  eaten  freely  with 
every  meat,  act  very  beneficially  on  tLe  stomach. 

Fruit-eaters  bavc  health.  Apples,  pears,  plums,  peachcB, 
berries,  and,  laetJy,  melons,  may  be  eaten  with  impunity,  if 
fully  ripe.  Children  should  not  be  denied,  but  allowed  to  revel 
in  all  the  fmits  in  their  aeason.  They  meet  certain  conditions, 
and,  if  withheld,  the  danger  is  far  greater  by  a  denial  than  from 
Burfeit. 

Parents  are  qnite  apt  to  limit  children  in  the  amount  as 
well  as  the  kind  of  fruit,  on  a  presumptive  theory  of  their  own, 
that  this  or  that  would  be  injurious. 

That  is  altogether  a  mistake.  Crude  fruits  do  derange  the 
bowels,  and  produce  disastrous  consequences.  Bat  from  ripe,  un- 
less they  engorge  themselves  beyond  the  capacity  of  the  stomach, 
no  harm  need  l>e  apprehended.  Give  children  all  the  fruit 
they  want.  If  it  were  not  proper  for  them,  they  would  not 
manifest  an  insatiable  relish  for  it. 


CiDEB. 

When  cider  was  a  table  beverage  all  over  the  apple  regions 
of  the  Eastern  States,  forty  or  fifty  years  ago,  there  was  a  higher 
standard  of  family  health  than  in  these  temperance  times. 
When  the  temperance  reformation  was  inaugurated,  cider  was 
anathematized  as  vulgar ;  besides,  its  tendency  was  to  stimulate, 
and,  therefore,  it  must  be  dropped.  It  disappeared,  and  reap- 
peared in  the  foi-m  of  apple  brandy.  After  the  denouncement 
of  homely,  honest  cider,  whieb  facilitated  digestion,  and  kept 
11» 
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up  the  strength  of  those  hardy  men  who  laid  the  foundation  for 
the  agricultural  beauty  and  wealth  of  New  England,  dyspepsia 
made  its  appearance. 

In  those  good  old  times,  when  honest  men  dealt  honorably, 
cultivated  their  farms,  paid  their  taxes,  and  brought  up  their 
children  to  respect  all  laws,  divine  and  human,  physicians  were 
rarely  called  to  their  families.  When  the  cider  went,  dyspepsia 
came  in  at  the  opposite  door. 

Malic  acid  fi^ilitates  digestion,  without  leaving  any  of  those 
bad  effects  which  follow  the  use  of  distilled  liquors.  Cider 
refreshes  without  leaving  a  sensation  of  lassitude,  or  disturbing 
the  nervous  system, — taken,  as  was  formerly  the  custom,  with 
dinner  and  in  the  field. 

There  were,  occasionally,  hardened  old  cider-drinkers,  who 
took  it  immoderately,  so  as  to  be  remarked  upon  as  simply 
ridiculous,  but  drunkards  are  a  later  race.  They  came  into 
notoriety  with  the  multiplication  of  distilleries  and  the  un- 
popularity of  cider. 

Physicians  are  guilty  of  a  great  moral  wrong,  by  encour- 
aging the  use  of  whiskey,  the  curse  of  this  magnificent  country, 
where  man  alone  is  vile.  Were  dyspeptics  to  adopt  cider  as  a 
diluent  of  their  food,  and  totally  abstain  from  tea,  coffee,  and, 
above  all,  whiskey,  brandy,  and  wines,  they  could  not  be  worse 
for  it,  and  might  regain  their  health. 

There .  must  be  caution  in  the  purchase  of  what  is  sold  for 
cider.  It  is  now  manufactured  extensively  out  of  anything  but 
apples.  It  is  sold  under  the  name  of  champagne  cider,  and 
that,  too,  is  an  outrageous  imposition,  and  a  dangerous  com- 
pound for  invalids. 

The  true  medicinal  cider — that  which  a  dyspeptic  lady  or 
gentleman  might  take  by  the  tumbler-full  several  times  a  day — 
should  be  such  as  is  put  up  in  barrels  by  the  farmer  in  the  inte- 
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rior,  wlio  iH  ignorant  of  the  cheating  ways  of  trade.  Drawn'  ] 
from  the  "barrel  as  it  is  to  be  used,  and  never  permitted  to  stand  ' 
till  it  becomes  stale  and  loses  ila  efiervescent  smartness,  it  wiH  , 
accompliali  all  that  is  claimed  for  it  in  tliis  plea. 

In  these  generalizations,  in  reference  to  a  very  common  con-  1 
dition  of  ladies  of  middle  age,  and  sometimes  in  young  ladies 
whose  lives  have  been  too  artilicial,  we  have  urged  a  new  way  ' 
of  meeting  tlicir  thin,  shadowy  fonns,  pale  faces,  attenuated  : 
arms,  flat  chests,  hollow  cheeks,  and  lassitude.  Exercise  on  ' 
foot,  indulge  in  luscious  fruits,  take  less  tea  and  concentrated 
food,  and,  by  all  means,  patronize  good,  fresii,  effervesoing  I 
cider.  The  farmer's  daughter  escapes  dyspepsia  till  she  resides  j 
in  a  city  where  physicians  are  as  plenty  as  lamp-jiostB,  but  notll 
always  as  useful  in  showing  the  way. 

EXERCIBES. 

Proper  exercise  in  the  open  air,  which  has  been  urgently  re- 1 
commended  in  these  pages  ;  an  elastic,  light  bed,  in  a  properly 
ventilated  dormitory;  early  rising,  if  the  lady  has  no  further 
inclination  for  sleep ;   occupation   alternating  with   agreeable 
amusements  in  the  society  of  friends,   or  books ;  and  always 
keeping  physicians  and    drugs  so  distant  as  to  be  seen  only 
through  a  telescope, — would  bring  feeble  women,  and  pale,  slen^   | 
der,  drooping  girls  into  the   fold  of  Hygeia.     Women   have   i 
great  need  for  making  an  effort,  for  they  not  only  have  veiy  ' 
much  degenerated,  but  they  are  further  deteriorating,  especially  I 
in  cities. 

Gesolve  to  rise  above  indolence ;  and  instead  of  reclioing^  1 
in  an  easy  chair,  with  an  India  shawl  over  the  shoulders,  occa-J 
eionally  tasting  with  a  teaspoon  some  delicacy,  and  when  the  J 
clock  strikes,  very  pnnctually  taking  either  drops  or  pilla — di>- j 
card  the  whole  of  them. 
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Arouse  from  the  iiisidioos  lethargy  that  holds  yon  in  its 
I  ibldB,  and  face  the  breezes  on  foot  many  times  in  twenty-four 
boors.  When  fatigued  by  long  walks,  take  a  refreshing  nap ; 
next  some  substantial  refreehraeiit,  and  at  reasonable  inter- 
vals, i-epeat  tlie  exercise ;  when  the  weather  is  unfavorable,  over- 
see the  house,  look  into  the  larder,  calculate  what  will  relish 
for  next  day's  dinner. 


TiuiNQ  Food  to  the  Season. 

Fruita  come  to  maturity  at  precisely  the  period  when  they 
are  moet  serviceable.  In  their  perfection,  when  their  juices  are 
fresh,  and  grateful  to  the  palate,  the  system  is  immensely  bene- 
fited by  a  free  use  of  them.  It  is  not  material  whether  a  peach, 
a  melon,  or  a  cluster  of  grapes,  is  taken  at  break  of  day,  vrith 
breakfast,  at  noon,  night  or  midnight.  When  the  stomach 
craves  them,  it  is  the  time  to  feast  upon  them.  Still  it  is  her- 
alded from  sources  respected  as  oracular,  by  those  who  never 
think  for  themselves,  the  eating  of  fruit  should  almost  be  regu- 
lated by  statute  law. 

Those  persons  for  whom  no  one  seems  to  care,  those  who 
get  what  they  can,  and  when  they  can,  unrestrained  by  arbitrary 
rules  in  respect  to  living,  suffer  none  of  the  predicted  evils  from 
aatisffing  their  appetites  at  any  hour. 

It  is  simply  convenient  to  have  specified  hours  for  meals, 
l)ecBuse  an  orderly  system  is  introduced  into  tlje  arrangement* 
of  a  family.  There  is  economy  of  time  in  having  regular  hours 
for  all  employments.  An  established  habit  of  dining  or  sup- 
ping at  any  particular  hour,  educates  the  stomach  for  that 
period.  Any  marked  deviations  from  a  habit  disturb  its  func- 
tions, simply  because  the  digestive  organs  are  not  ready,  or  hav- 
ing been  bo,  and  not  being  provided  for,  ruffles  the  temper,  quick- 
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ens  tlie  pulBe,  and  tliereby  produces  nervoaa  irritabilitj.  Fmita 
are  of  each  inestimable  value  in  the  maintenance  of  indlvidaal: 
as  Weil  as  public  health,  efforts  should  be  made,  particularly  ia" 
compact  cities,  to  provide  the  poor  with  it  on  a  scale  of  libe^' 
ality  never  jet  inaugurated. 

Poor  children  seize  upon  unripe  and  decayed  remnants  with 
a  ravenous  desire  for  them,  as  tlie  season  approaches  for  their 
appearance  in  market,  which  quickens  the  death  record  enoi^ 
mouely ;  but  ripe  f  rtiila  correct  and  fortify  the  system  just  when 
a  summer  atmosphere  is  charged  with  elements  tliat  require 
counteracting  agencies  abounding  in  ripe  fruits. 

Benevolent  schemes  for  ameliorating  the  circnmstanees  of 
the  poor  will  not  be  complete  till  some  kind-hearted  Croesni 
provides  for  supplying  them  with  generous  supplies  from  the 
advent  of  strawberries  to  the  gathering  of  grapes  in  autumn. 

A  benevolent  Frenchman,  Monsieur  P.  P.  F.  Degrand,  left 
a  handsome  sum  at  his  death,  in  IJoston,  the  interest  of  which 
ia  to  be  annually  expended  in  picture  books  for  poor  cliildren. 
Besides  gratifying  the  enriosity  of  the  poor  little  recipient^ 
who,  otherwise,  could  never  possess  such  a  treasure  as  one  of 
those  instructive  works  appears  in  their  estimation,  they  de- 
velop a  love  for  reading,  cultivate  their  taste,  and  bring  out 
the  first  desire  for  improvement. 

Fruits  are  always  dear  in  this  very  fruitful  country.  Tl 
production  has  never  been  equal  to  the  demand.  Perhaps  culi 
Tatoi-s  never  wish  to  have  them,  as  it  would  interfere  with  theScJ 
profits.  It  is  certain,  that  an  acre  of  ground  devoted  to  the  grow- 
ing of  almost  any  kind  of  fruit  would  yield  a  far  larger  revenne 
than  com,  potatoes,  or  grain,  requiring  a  severe  expenditure  of 
labor  in  ploughing,  hoeing,  and  harvesting.  Why  are  not  hund- 
reds of  acres  set  with  fruit  trees  where  there  is  now  not  one ! 

The  poor  long  for  fmits  they  cannot  have,  on  acxjount  of  the 
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price,  dispropoitioned  to  their  means.  They  barely  procure 
what  are  called  necesBariefi — ^which  means  beef,  pork,  etc ;  but 
it  may  be  positively  affirmed  that  fruit  is  quite  as  necessary,  and 
far  more  important  to  them  in  their  season. 

A  relish  for  fruits  is  not  an  acquired  one,  but  bom  with  us 
— and  for  the  purpose  of  introdndng  acids,  saccharine  juices,    ^ 
and  delicious  flavors  into  the  system. 

Farmers !  raise  more  fruit,  and  let  the  rich  distribute  it  gener- 
ondy  in  tenement-house,  cellars,  shantie8,-^indeed,  everywhere, 
in  lanes  and  filthy  streets,  where  the  poor  are  doomed  to  reside. 
It  would  arrest  diseases,  it  would  relieve  sufferings,  meet  the 
ni^gent  demands  of  the  sick  and  feeble,  and  stimulate  tliem  to 
efforts  for  improving  their  circumstances. 

Many  imperfections  in  our  civilization  might  be  corrected, 
politically  and  morally.  We  are  a  confederacy  of  meat-eaters, 
without  much  regard  to  its  quality  or  quantity.  We  all  con- 
sume too  much  meat.    Once  a  day  is  enough  in  this  climate. 

Fruit-raisers  are  vehement  in  their  assertions  that  it  is  not 
only  an  unremunerative  branch  of  industry,  but  there  is  also  a 
danger  of  over-stocking  the  market  There  is  not  the  slightest 
prospect  of  overdoing  the  business.  Since  the  process  of  pre- 
serving fruit  is  thoroughly  undenstood,  not  a  peach  need  be 
lost,  or  a  pear  *kllowed  to  decay.  The  whole  world  over,  they 
are  regarded  as  luxuries,  and  have  a  sure  sale.  If  there  is  any- 
thing to  be  apprehended  unfavorable  to  the  fruit-growers'  in- 
terest, it  is  that  his  avarice  may  urge  him  to  ask  more  than  they 
are  wortL    Fruit-extortioners  require  rebuking. 

To  BE  Encoubaged. 

As  eminently  contributing  to  the  stability  of  public  health, 
and  to  the  every-day  comfort  and  improvement  of  the  people, 
the  use  of  fish  and  fruit  should  be  encouraged  and  upheld  by 
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Bpecial  laws.  In  China,  the  consamption  of  fish  is  amazing ; 
and  nowhere  Is  the  pubhc  health,  considering  the  denseness  ot 
tlie  poptilation,  more  Batisfactory.  If  rice  and  fifeh,  the  staples 
of  lite  there,  are  reaeouB  why  neither  plaguea  nor  endemics  are 
common,  they  might  enter  more  freely  into  our  own  dietary 
with  manifeet  advantage.  Tlie  CliincEe  are  strong,  irell  de- 
veloped, and  possess  extraordinary  powers  of  endurance, 
True,  they  reqnire  prodigious  quanties  of  rice  twice  a  day, 
fish  being  scarcely  more  than  a  savory  relish,  although  they 
consider  it  essential  to  strength  and  vigor. 

An  educated  Cliinese  brain,  even  under  their  objectionable 
civilization,  is  abundantly  able  to  cope  with  the  best  diplo- 
matic skill  of  Europe.  Much  as  tJiey  are  underrated,  their 
government  antedates  the  oldest  in  Europe  by  thouBands  of 
years;  and  many  of  the  useful  arts  and  important  discoveries — 
pillars  on  which  the  proud  edifice  of  modem  institutions  are 
sustained — of  incalculable  importance  to  progressive  humanity, 
actually  originated  among  those  Mongolians,  whom  we  are 
tanght  to  believe  our  intellectual  inferiors.  We  may  not 
drink  as  ranch  tea,  stow  away  as  much  rice  at  a  meal,  or  be 
aa  well  satisfied  with  fish  at  every  meal,  yet  they  are  by  no 
means  to  be  undervalued  for  their  -  attainments  in  art  or 
government.     Both  are  venerable  for  age. 

Too  MUCH  Meat. 


"Women  with  us  consnme  too  much  meat — the  result  of  a 
mistake  in  the  beginning.  Neither  the  severity  of  the  climate, 
nor  the  necessities  of  their  systems,  require  it  in  laige 
quantities. 

Their  indoor  employments,  with  few  exceptions,  are  such, 
a  lighter  and  more  easily  digei;ted  food  than  meats  would  be 
better  for  them.    Farinaceous  articles,  including  an  abundance 


176  THE  WATS  OP  WOMEN. 

of  fruit,  fresli,  cooked,  or  preserved,  should  be  provided  in  all 
well-regulated  families,  especially  where  there  are  female  chil- 
dren. Eggs  and  fish  are  proper,  and  avoiding  pork  always. 
Mutton  is  the  most  wholesome  next  to  good  beef.  Sparkling 
eyes,  an  elastic  step,  elegant  figures,  a  good  temper,  and 
quiet  deportment,  depend  essentially  on  the  food  we  are 
habitually  consuming. 

Irritability, — ^a  desponding,  dissatisfied  state  of  mind,  which 
gives  a  false  coloring  to  nature,  and  makes  women  dissatisfied 
with  themselves,  and  with  all  with  whom  they  associate, — may 
b6  often  traced  to  their  improper  food. 

It  is  their  mission  to  keep  man,  who  is  prone  to  displays 
of  passion  and  outbursts  of  rage,  in  a  bearable  condition,  by 
their  talismanic  presence.  They  would  not  be  bearable  even  to 
one  another,  were  it  not  for  the  magnetic  influence  of  woman, 
who  is  the  agent  of  all  civilization,  and  certainly  of  refinement 
and  morality.  Even  when  silent,  she  rules  the  storms  of 
human  fury,  and  calms  the  savage  exhibitions  of  wrath  in 
men,  by  the  charms  of  her  character. 

To  succeed,  she  must  neither  dine  on  pork,  nor  inflame  her 
blood  with  heavy,  indigestible  aliments. 

Finally,  less  animal  food  than  is  now  customary ;  abstinence 
from  all  heating,  fiery  drinks,  which  are  never  necessary  for 
man  or  woman  ;  varying  the  diet,  so  as  not  to  become  weary 
of  any  particular  article  or  composition, — ^would  improve  us. 
It  would  give  young  growing  girls  a  robust  constitution,  provided 
there  is  no  limitation  to  out-door  freedom.  With  such  simple 
means,  the  women  of  this  country  may  be  regenerated ;  and 
their  successors,  the  mothers  of  the  coming  men  of  renown, 
would  be  sound  in  body  and  strong  in  mind. 


CHAPTER  XrV. 

INTRRS4L  StEUCTUKB   OF  WOMBN, 

Ohumeter  of  tlio  Cheat — Cmnpreaaiiin  of  Blood-vessela — Healthy  Children — 
Tfaelr  Msoag'GDient — Scheme  of  the  CircalBtion — Effects  ol  Anger — 
The  Heart— Its  Imtabillt^— Origin  of   its  Power— Sudden  Death— Ba 

Moderate^Dropaiml  E^SusionB. 

There  is  no  apparent  difference  in  the  form  or  fiinctionB  of 
the  viscera  of  the  chest,  or  in  tlie  structure  of  the  stomach  and 
its  appendages,  in  men  and  women. 

In  consequence  of  the  cramped  position  of  the  inferior  ribfl, 
forced  mechanically  out  of  the  line  of  natural  incurvation  by 
BtajB,  it  is  possible  that  the  eliape  of  the  lower  portion  of  the 
lungfl  might  give  a  clue  to  the  sex  to  which  they  belonged^  in 
a  judicial  inquiry  where  tliat  point  waa  a  question. 

The  eht'sts  of  young  ladies  in  our  time,  and  in  all  Christian 
countries  in  which  there  is  an  npper  class,  are  trained  with 
quite  as  much  care  as  gardeners  bestow  upon  running  vines  to 
give  them  direction.  An  experimental  effort,  to  determine 
from  whence  a  pair  of  Innga  were  taken,  might  be  decided  by 
the  distortion  of  the  bones  about  the  cavity  from  which  they 
were  detached.  On  the  supposition  that  no  interference  with 
the  bones  had  ever  occurred,  neither  exterior  nor  interior  stnu- 
tural  appearancto  would  be  any  guide  in  reference  to  the  sex  of 
tlie  individual. 

It  is  barely  within  the  limits  of  possibility  that  a  great  crime 

might  require  a  decision  in  answer  to  a  judicial  question,  Were 

these  the  lungs  of  a  man  or  a  woman?     A  key  for  unlocking  a 
13 
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mystery  is  to  be  fonnd  by  a  simple  examination  of  the  inferior 
margins  of  the  lobes. 

In  a  normally  developed  chest  there  is  breadth  at  the  base ; 
whereas,  in  artificially  shaped  ones,  the  lower  part,  which  should 
be  roomy,  is  contracted,  which  obliges  the  lungs  to  conform  to 
the  cavity  in  which  they  are  lodged. 

The  lungs  must  necessarily  expand  with  each  inhalation  of 
air.  If  the  pulmonary  cells  are  unnaturally  small  in  one  section 
of  the  lobes,  others  beyond  the  sphere  of  restraint,  by  reason  of 
'  outside  bands,  will  enlarge  to  abnormal  dimensions  higher  up. 
Surface  is  essential  for  the  aeration  of  the  blood.  If  that  process 
is  imperfectly  accomplished,  vitality  is  either  quickly  reduced, 
or  may  never*  have  been  fully  developed  after  the  body  was 
faahionably  put  into  harness. 

A  pale  skin,  feebleness,  unsound  health,  are  the  penalties 
for  tampering  with  such  delicately  organized  tissues  as  enter 
into  the  composition  of  the  lungs. 

Between  the  extremities  of  the  superior  ribs — seven  in 
number  on  each  side — tlie  breast-bone,  in  children,  is  made  up 
of  several  distinct  pieces.  Through  all  the  early  periods  of 
childhood,  it  may  be  readily  forced  from  its  normal  relations 
by  keeping  up  a  continual  pressure  in  front.  The  sternum,  or 
breast-bone,  is  simply  a  front  wall,  while  the  ribs  and  spine  are 
lateral  and  posterior  protections  of  the  contents  of  the  pleural 
cavities. 

MoDiFYiNa  THE  Chest. 

Being  never  firmly  ossified,  even  in  advanced^ige,  in  females, 
it  is  always  in  danger  of  being  injured  by  their  modes  of  dress- 
ing. Women  can  be  remodeled,  on  coming  from  the  studios  of 
nature,  under  the  plastic  hand  of  the  goddess  of  fashion,  to 
almost  any  pattern. 
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By  lafing  the  chest  in  naelastic  coreets  the  fonn  is  mate- 
rially changed,  always  to  the  injury  of  the  iDdividiial.  Bat 
that  EeemB  not  of  the  slightest  conseqnence,  since  to  li\'e, 
breathe,  and  liave  a  \Tilgar  form,  wliicli  the  Divine  Artiet  gave 
to  humanity,  has  heen  entirely  ignored  by  our  refined,  •chaste 
conceptions  of  what  female  humanity  flhould  be,  to  meet  the 
.  approval  of  cultivated  taste. 

The  lower  pendant  extremity  of  the  breast-bone  {zyphoid 
eartilage)  is  quite  flexible.  If  garments  are  tightly  fitted  to  a 
waist  already  warped  inwardly,  to  diminieh  its  transverse  dia- 
meter, the  cartilaginouB  point  is  forced  further  inwardly,  so  as 
to  encroach  on  organs  lying  directly  behind. 

Some  years  ago,  in  the  course  of  daily  lectures  in  a  school 
of  medicine,  it  was  discovered,  incidentally,  that  the  skin  wac 
abraded  and  extremely  rod  over  the  pit  of  the  stomach  of  the 
female  subject  npon  the  table. 

Evidently,  there  had  been  severe  blisterings,  which  indi- 
cated some  local  difKiculty  that  external  irritante  were  in- 
tended to  relieve.  A  history  of  the  case  could  not  be  obtained. 
An  exploration  revealed  the  fact  that  the  lower  end  of  the 
breast-bone  had  been  so  pressed  upon  by  force  from  without,  as 
to  bend  it  almost  at  a  riglit  angle.  It  was  actually  pricking, 
SB  it  were,  perpetually.  Internal  inflammation  resulted,  and 
no  doubt  the  patient  had  suffered  long  and  intensely  from  a 
deep-seated  pain  which  no  treatment  could  relieve, — it  Iwing, 
literally,  a  thorn  in  the  flesh. 

Both  the  pancreas  and  considerable  of  a  patch  of  the  under 
surface  of  the  diaphragm  had  become  diseased  by  being  near 
the  engorged  vessete. 

This  illustrates  the  danger  tliat  may  ensue  by  interfering 
with  a  living  body  regularly  and  harmoniously  performing  its 
fanctionB. 
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It  is  quite  familiar  to  surgeons  tliat  wlien  an  artery  is 
enlarged  into  an  aneurism,  if  one  side  of  it  touches  a  bone, 
gradually  the  solid  structure  will  be  removed  by  absorption 
at  the  point  of  contact. 

Bones  will  not  resist  continued  pressure  without  exhibiting 
disturbance.  Therefore  all  appliances  unfortunately  imagined 
to  improve  the  female  form,  even  when  quite  gently  com- 
menced on  the  chest,  are  positively  reprehensible.  Girding 
the  chest  when  the  bones  are  imperfectly  ossified,  is  extremely 
dangerous. 

Swathing  the  frail,  imperfectly  made  bones  of  newly-born 
children  with  bandages,  rollers,  or  bands,  a  custom  of  almost 
universal  practice  even  among  intelligent  mothers,  on  the 
mistaken  idea  that  their  backs  require  some  support, — is  worse 
than  barbarism. 

It  is  as  absurd  to  swathe  a  new-bom  babe  as  the  Indian 
custom  of  lashing  them  to  a  piece  of  bark,  to  make  them 
straight.  Civilized  cruelty  inflicted  on  an  unresisting  infant 
is  a  crime,  which,  in  a  more  advanced  state  of  civilization,  may 
become  an  oflence  recognizable  by  the  law. 

Besides  irritation  of  the  skin,  many  a  suffering  child  has 
been  sent  screaming  with  torments  into  eternity  tlirough  the 
well-meaning  intentions  of  an  affectionate  mother,  who  would 
have  felt  herself  guilty  of  the  sin  of  neglect  had  she  failed  to 
begin  to  make  her  child  -beautifiil  while  its  body  was  flexible 
and  yielding. 

Elastic  flannel  bandages,  especially  made  to  be  easy,  are 
abominable  inventions.  Cotton  swathes,  or  any  other  band- 
aging, is  a  dreadful  source  of  annoyance  and  misery  to  a 
nursing  babe,  of  which  they  would  loudly  complain  in  tones 
far  louder  tlian  crying,  if  they  could  speak  of  their  misery. 

Swathed  from  their  arm-pits  to  their  hips  compresses  the 
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lilood-veEeele ;  prevents  tlie  action  of  muecles  that  ought  to  be 
continually  exercised,  and  must  in  the  natnre  of  things  be  a 
tormeut  an  adult  would  not  sabniit  to,  even  in  stays,  were  it  not 
for  the  impreeaion  tliat  those  who  ai'e  thus  eelf-tornienled,  ai-e 
making  their  fui-uis  more  agreeable  objects  for  other  eyes  to 
contemplate. 

HcscuLAB  Fbeedou 

Perfect  freedom  of  body  should  be  granted  the  child  fi-ora 
birth.  No  restraints,  not  absolutely  necessary  fur  cleanliness, 
ahoold  be  imposed.  Poor  little  things,  the}'  are  dosed  with 
nauseous  drugs,  made  to  swallow  composing-drops  unwillingly, 
and  killed  by  well-intended  measures  for  improving  their 
forms.  All  the  anxieties  and  dithculties  attending  the  rearing 
of  children,  naight  be  avoided  by  simply  letting  them  alone. 
The  poor  raise  large  famihes  auceeaafully,  because  they  have 
no  time  to  spare  iu  killing  them  by  attempts  to  undo  wtiat 
nature  will  do,  if  not  meddled  with  while  engaged  iu  perfect- 
ing her  beautiful  designs. 

Children  come  into  tlie  world  with  all  the  machinery  of 
organic  lii'e  new  and  perfect.  The  mother's  milk,  wliich  is  their 
due,  and  not  that  of  a  hired  nurse,  contains  precisely  the 
materials  tor  iucreaaing  the  dimensions  of  the  whole  system  and 
providing  nourishment  for  each  individual  organ.  Civilization, 
however,  is  not  satisfied  with  appearances,  and  immediately 
commences  schemes  for  improvement. 

Like  some  unskilled  artisans  who,  overrating  their  own 
acquirements,  often  spoil  what  they  vainly  attempt  to  improve, 
— so  eliildren  that  would  have  lived  are  victims  to  rude  attempts 
to  better  what  the  Creator  pronounced  good  when  it  letl  the 
laboratory,  where  it  was  fashioned  in  marvelloos  beauty  and 
perfection. 
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Infantile  bandaging,  commenced  when  the  bones  are  dactile, 
is  the  beginning,  oftentimes,  of  a  narrow  chest,  which  would 
have  had  ample  dimensions,  had  it  not  been  tampered  with 
before  the  framework  of  the  skeleton  expanded  into  full  pro- 
portions. This  civilized  cruelty  is  the  origin  of  an  enfeebled 
constitution.  If  no  interference  were  practised  with  a  deter- 
mination to  alter  the  shape  which  would  have  been  developed, 
the  physical  condition  of  woman  would  not  be  so  generally 
defective  as  it  is  now  known  to  be. 

Were  children  from  tlte  first  permitted  to  breathe  uncon- 
taminated  air,  by  being  removed  from  the  too  frequently 
vitiated  atmosphere  of  an  over-warmed  nursery,  nurtured  on  the 
mother's  milk,  instead  of  that  of  another  woman's,  whose  phy- 
sical and  moral  ccMidition  are  entirely  different,  the  child  would 
present,  in  all  its  after-life,  a  very  different  condition.  Milk 
from  another  source,  although  secreted  in  the  breast  of  a  healthy 
nurse,  may  introduce  into  the  structure  of  the  babe  elements 
that  immensely  modify  its  original  constitutional  circumstances. 


A  Mother  should  Nurse  her  ow^  Children". 

Here  is  the  gist  of  the  whole  matter.  If  we  are  to  have 
beautiful  and  healthy  children,-  the  mother  must  nurse  her  own 
babes.  Very  many  mothers  who  have  no  milk  for  days,  or  even 
weeks  after  confinement,  under  the  impression  that  no  secretion 
will  take  place,  abandon  attempts  to  promote  it,  too  hastily.  By 
repeated  solicitations,  allowing  the  infant  to  draw,  as  though 
the  lactic  flow  were  intact,  stimulates  the  gland,  so  that  milk 
rarely  fails  to  come  by  patient  perseverance. 

Fresh  cow's  milk,  especially  that  from  a  young  animal 
having  a  calf,  is  safer  to  feed  the  infant  upon  till  it  appears  in 
the  fountain  prepared  for  its  secretion,  than  to  furnish  it  from  a 
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wet-niUBe,  whose  age,  temperamont,  mental,  physical,  and  even 
muscnlar  condition  are  totally  unlike  thoee  of  the  mother. 

Leave  oS  all  swathea  and  bandages:  that  is  the  second  in:!-' 
portant  lesson  to  be  remembered.  Trotting  young  children 
violently,  when  they  cry,  to  qniet  them,  is  a  fearfully  repre- 
hensible practice.  Their  frail  bodies  cannot  bear  euch  violence 
without  endangering  internal  organs,  by  actually  tearing  away 
their  attachments,  and  producing  inflammations.  Indeed,  it  is 
always  hazardous  to  throw  them  about  in  the  lap,  aa  customary 
with  nurses,  witliout  the  slightest  reference  to  their  tender  age 
and  unfinished  anatomy. 

By  allowing  infants  to  lie  on  soft  beds  most  of  the  time,  till 
their  spines  are  sufficiently  strong  to  support  them  in  a  sitting 
poatm^  with  their  pla3iiiings,  in  very  loose  clothing,  un- 
emothered,  in  airy  rooms,  always  sleeping  alone,  the  next 
generation  of  women  in  the  United  States  would  be  such  beingf 
aa  Katore  intended, — fair,  sound,  and  intellectnaL 


CHAPTER  XV. 

OVBE-WORKINQ  THB  ^EABT. 
Value  of  Rest — Heart's  Irritabilty — ^Arteries — Circulation — Influence. 

Sudden  emotions  derange  the  functions  of  the  heart.  No 
persons  are  more  familiarly  conversant  with  the  effects  of  pain- 
ful or  pleasurable  emotions,  or  the  extraordinary  influence  of 
sad  or  joyful  intelligence,  than  woman. 

Every  one's  experience  fumislies  conclusive  evidence  of  the 
reflex  influence  of  good  or  bad  news,  and  the  varying  pulsations 
of  the  heart,  resulting  from  mental  impressions.  When  two 
beats  are  made  in  consequence  of  some  sudden  emotion,  the 
contractility  of  the  organ  being  quickened  to  perform  twice  the 
service  it  usually  does  in  the  same  measure  of  time,  it  obviously 
tend  to  its  injury. 

In  lesions,  engorgements,  abnormal  depositions  of  fat  within 
the  'pericardium,  or  the  valves  becoming  slightly  ossified,  so 
that  the  auricles  and  ventricles  are  imperfectly  closed,  the  ad- 
ministration of  medicine  is  nearly  useless. 

How  is  it  possible  that  a  drug  in  the  stomach,  however 
potent  in  character,  can  remove  a  mechanical  obstruction 
within  the  cavity  of  the  heart  ? 

Rather  than  retire  from  the  turmoils  of  business,  or  fash- 
ionable excitements,  or  striving  for  social  or  political  positions, 
diseases  of  the  heart  are  multiplying.  They  are  not  produced 
by  ordinary  circumstances,  but  are  generally  the  result  of  ex- 
cessive effort  in  some  direction  for  the  attainment  of  an  object, 


THE  WAYS  OF  WOMEN. 


185 


worthy  or  unworthy,  which  accelerated  the  activity  of  the 
heart, — a  forcing  engine  on  which  life  depends, — beyond  its  ca- 
pacity. No  permanent  relief  need  be  expected  in  the  shop  of 
an  apotliecary.  There  is  no  balm  in  Gilead  fur  an  enlarged 
heart,  made  bo  by  compelling  it  to  labor  too  mocb,  or  too  long, 
at  a  rate  beyond  the  motion  it  lias  when  no  unnatural  etiinuliiB 
has  hastened  its  systole  and  diastole, — a  succeseion  of  relaxa- 
tions and  contractions,  witich  are  uatoral  and  safe.  TJnnattiral 
movements  endanger  its  mechanism,  especially  if  oflen  re- 
peated. 

Value  of  Kbbt. 

Rest  is  a  far  better  remedy  for  any  irregularity  in  the  dr- 
culation  than  medicine.  Removal  from  tbe  scene  of  excite- 
ment, and  being  out  of  the  way,  and  beyond  tbe  sphere  of  asso- 
ciations or  things  which  recall  emolionB  that  quicken  the 
heart's  action,  is  the  true  way  of  giving  relief  when  diseased. 

Where  there  are  no  extraordinary  occurrences,  but  each  day 
16  a  calm  reproduction  of  the  past — wliere  broad  fields,  grazing 
herds,  twittering  songsters  in  the  trees,  and  ontgushing  flow- 
ers invite  admiration,  and  the  contemplation  of  natnre  in  tbe 
quietude  of  rural  life,  there  should  patients  with  irregularities 
of  tlie  heart  take  up  their  residence. 

It  requires  a  nice  power  of  discrimination  to  determine 
whether  a  palpitation  is  caused  by  some  interior  difficulty,  as 
for  example,  a  thickening  of  the  margins  of  the  valves,  obhS* 
cation,  obstruction  in  tbe  coronary  vessels,  or  arises  from  ner^ 
vons  debility. 

In  the  latter  ease,  the  mnscular  power  nme  on  uncontrolled, 
when  the  nervons  power  is  weak,  or  nearly  exhausted.  Thus, 
after  great  fatigue,  cramp  seizes  the  limbs,  the  moscles  con- 
tract spasmodically  and  irregularly,  simply  in  consequence  of 
13» 
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nervotis  exhaustion.  Sleep,  food,  friction,  and  stimulants  re* 
plenish  the  battery,  and  then  the  muscular  force  of  the  vol- 
untary cordage  is  perfectly  subservient  to  volition  again. 

Thb  Heart's  Irritability. 

With  an  endowment  of  a  kind  of  vitality  peculiar,  and,  to 
some  extent,  independent  of  all  connection  with  the  body,  beat- 
ing and  throbbing  when  completely  detached  from  the  chest, 
the  heart  is  a  wonder  in  itself.  It  is  the  first  to  live  and  the 
last  to  die. 

Laid  upon  a  table,  unconnected  by  either  nerves  or  vessels, 
the  heart  of  a  reptile  will  expand  and  contract  by  the  touch  of  a 
pin.  Though  blood  is  its  appropriate  stimulus,  it  dies  gradually, 
but  may  be  partially  revived  by  the  introduction  of  air,  or  the 
point  of  a  needle. 

The  vital  tenacity  of  the  human  heart  is  equally  surprising. 
It  will  withstand  violent  assault,  deep  wounds  in  its  substance, 
and  encroachments  of  disease,  far  longer  than  would  be  sup- 
posed, were  it  not  for  revelations  of  morbid  anatomy,  which 
occasionally  demonstrate  under  what  strange  mechanical  de- 
rangements it  can  sustain  life.  Still  it  is  a  mortal  machine,  on 
the  regularity  of  which  depend  life  and  health. 

When  the  heart  fails  prematurely  under  the  pressure  of 
undue  excitement,  death  is  an  inevitable  consequence,  which 
neither  skill  nor  science  can  avert. 

To  determine  the  amount  of  derangement  in  the  system, 
if  any  exists,  physicians  feel  the  pulse  at  the  wrist,  by  pressing 
the  radial  artery  against  the  bone.  The  number  of  beats  there 
corresponds  uniformly  with  those  of  the  heart.  Being  tele- 
graphed through  the  finger^  of  the  examiner,  intelligence 
reaches  the  brain,  where  they  are  diligently  compared  with  his 
watch. 
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One  large  vessel  carriea  all  the  blood  forced  from  the  heart. 
By  giving  off  branches,  which  ramify  extensively  and  minately, 
the  most  distant  fibre  receives  a  proper  amount  of  tlic  vital  fluid- 

Abtebies. 

Those  intricately  ramifying  tubes,  finer  than  hairs  in  their 
ultimate  distribution,  furnisli  blood  from  the  centre  to  the  whole 
circumferenee,  in  which,  held  in  solution,  are  properties  for  the 
growth  and  reparation  of  whatever  it  passes  through,  over, 
or  among. 

When  those  soluble  vitalizing  elements  have  all  been  left 
along  the  track,  acconling  to  the  needs  of  each  and  every  part, 
the  blood  then  passes  into  the  extremities  of  veins,  by  which  it 
is  collected  to  be  returned  to  the  right  side  of  the  heart. 

The  blood  goes  out  of  the  left  ventriide,  from  the  lefl  side  of 
the^eart,  of  a  rich  red  color,  but  it  comes  back  to  the  other  side 
of  the  heart,  of  a  dark  bluish  color. 

When  the  ventricle  is  fully  distended,  the  walls  of  the  heart 
suddenly  contract  with  a  twisting  motion  of  its  fibres,  forcing 
the  bluish  blood  through  the  pulmonary  artei-y  into  the  lungs, 
where  it  is  brought  in  contactwith  atmospheric  air,  from  which, 
in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  it  absorl}S  its  oxygen,  gives  ofif  car- 
bonic acid  gas,  and  then  plunges  into  the  left  side  of  the  heart 
to  repeat  its  rounds  again. 


Circulation. 

TbnB  the  blood  it  going  and  coming  unceasingly  from  tba 
&vt  pnlBatioQ  the  heart  ever  made  in  its  elementary,  nnfiniBhed 
condition  in  utero,  till  its  last  beat,  s  death-kell  at  the  close  of 
life. 
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When  the  heart  pulsates  too  slowly,  or  too  rapidly,  the 
physician  forms  an  opinion,  decides  upon  the  character  of  the 
disease  for  which  his  advice  is  sought  He  ought  to  be  so 
thoroughly  instructed,  the  least  deviation  from  a  normal  stand- 
ard of  health  may  be  quickly  recognized. 

In  this  climate,  ordinarily,  the  heart  beats  from  about  sixty- 
five  to  seventy-eight  strokes  in  a  minute.  Some,  with  the  aspect 
of  sound  health,  have  only  sixty,  or  even  fewer,  and  there  are 
others  in  equally  sound  condition,  whose  pulse  habitually  exceeds 
eighty. 

A  pulse,  however,  varying  through  the  whole  twenty-four 
hours,  according  to  the  stimulant  effects  of  food  and  drinks, 
does  not  indicate  sickness.  There  may  be  a  sudden  alarm, 
through  the  acoustic  nerve,  the  instantaneous  apprehension  of 
danger  through  the  optic  nerves  by  the  sight  of  the  edge  of  a 
precipice,  a  falling  rock,  an  approaching  wave',  or  terrific  explo- 
sions of  thunder,  or  the  flashings  of  lightning  in  the  sky,  which 
may  instantaneously  increase  the  action  of  the  heart  to  more 
than  a  hundred  strokes.  Through  the  nerves  of  sense,  so 
great  has  been  the  shock  that  the  heart  has  burst. 

Influence  of  Anger. 

Extreme  paroxysms  of  anger  are  sometimes  fatal  by  an  ex- 
plosion of  life,  as  it  were.  The  heart  resists  spasmodic  demands 
made  upon  it  to  empty  its  cavities,  and  bursts.  Kents  in  its 
walls,  which  are  almost  instantaneous  death,  have  often  been 
found  produced  by  extreme  exhibitions  of  rage.  It  is  always 
dangerous  to  indulge  in  unrestrained  wrath,  especially  for 
women  of  a  nervous  sanguine  temperament. 

With  some,  the  pulse  is  preternaturally  rapid.  Others  are 
equally  remarkable  for  the  moderation  of  the  heart,  always 
moving  at  a  very  nearly  uniform  rate. 
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Blood,  which  is  a  vital  fluid,  ie  driven  through  the  arterial 
canals  at  an  average  velocity  in  health.  It  is  neither  hurried 
nor  retarded  by  trivial  eir  cum  stances.  "Wlien  the  heart  heats  a 
hundred  times  in  a  minute,  it  is  a  sign  something  is  wrong,  if 
it  continues  for  a  considerable  time  to  throb  and  labor  thns 
actively.  When  by  treatment  that  rapid  action  cannot  be 
moderated,  death's  messenger  is  in  waiting.  With  all  the 
poetry  with  which  the  human  heart  is  invested,  it  is  simply  a 
forcing-pump  of  immense  energy.  Instead  of  being  kept  in 
motion  by  exterior  stimuli,  it  contains  within  itself  contractile  J 
fibres,  which  are  obedient  to  the  contact  of  blood.  Its  prefienod  I 
in  the  interior  of  the  organ  calls  into  action  a  mass  of  winding 
mOscnlar  threads,  yhose  combined  contractile  force  is  equal  to 
the  grip  of  a  strong  vice,  in  expelling  the  current  that  has  just 
arrived. 

A  relaxation  sneceeds  the  violent  contraction  of  the  walla. 
For   an   instant,  those   ever-working   mnscnlar  filaments  rast^J 
then  resume  labor  again. 

The  Heart  a  Double  Forcino-Engine. 

More  critically  considered,  we  really  possess  two  hearts,  j 
One  of  them  belongs  to  the  Innge,  while  the  other  is  for  the  J 
body.  They  are  joined  together,  and,  therefore,  have  the  I 
appearance  of  a  single  organ.  Nature  invariably  economiiset  ] 
room.  By  uniting  the  two  hearts,  tbe  necessity  of  having 
separate  apartments  was  obviated,  when  one  would  answer  all  , 
pnrpoEes. 

In  some  reptiles,  the  two  hearts  have  been  fonnd  separated. 
We  have  an  indistinct  recollection  of  having  read  of  a  case  in 
whicli  tlie  two  hearts  were  nt  considerable  distance  from  each 
other,  in  a  patient  carried  to  an  European  hospital. 
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One  heart  receives  all  the  deteriorated  blood,  by  which  is 
understood  that  gathered  np  and  brought  to  the  right  heart, 
having  left  its  life-sustaining  properties  in  passing  through  the 
body.  Being  again  forced  into  the  lungs  by  an  immensely 
powerful  forcing-pump,  it  there  again  imbibes  oxygen  from 
air  waiting  for  it  in  the  cellular  structure  of  those  mem- 
branous sacs.  From  thence  it  is  again  forced  into  the  upper 
part  of  the  left  heart,  on  the  left  side  of  the  chest,  and  next 
into  its  ventricle,  more  powerful  as  a  forcing-engine  than  any 
of  the  others,  which  drives  the  living  current  into  a  single 
elastic  tube,  the  aorta,  to  pursue  its  mission  through  the  system 
again. 

The  irritability  of  the  heart,  from  the  earliest  embryotic 
condition  to  one  hundred  years — and  in  Henry  Jenkins,  one 
hundred  and  sixty  years — is  not  well  understood. 

Two  French  physiologists  have  announced  the  discovery, 
says  report,  of  two  nerves  that  have  heretofore  escaped  the 
inquisitive  researches  of  anatomists,  creeping  out  from  the  side 
of  the  vertebral  column,  which  ramify  extensively  in  the 
tissues  of  the  heart,  and  through  their  instrumentality  the 
motor  power  is  kept  up. 

A  cei:tain  Dr.  Cyon,  of  France,  has  sent  forth  a  learned 
dissertation  on  the  heart's  innervation,  explanatory  of  the 
f auction  of  those  newly  discovered  cords.  One  of  them  is 
recognized  as  the  accelerator,  and  the  other  the  motor  nerve. 

How  it  happens  that  a  heart  pulsates  when  severed  from 
its  connections  entirely,  for  more  than  half  an  hour,  makes  the 
problem  of  its  independent  vitality  more  abstruse. 

Excitability. 

As  a  people,  we  have  a  reputation  for  being  always  in  haste. 
As  a  consequence  of  this  hurrying  propensity,  both  men  and 
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women  wear  tbemselTes  out  promatttrel^.  Merdiants  are  ovei^  \ 
anziouB  to  be  rich ;  ladiee,  too,  auibitious  beyond  reason,  over-  i 
work  tlieir  hearts. 

Sadden  death  from  lieart-diaease  is  a  common  coroner's  I 
report.  Juries  of  inquests  have  not  aseiuned  the  responsibility  I 
they  would  be  justified  in  taking,  by  a  verdict  of  over-exeite-  J 
ment  of  the  brain,  or  over-taxing  the  lieart. 

Competition  in  trade,  deferred  hopes,  unexpected  dlsap-  I 
pointments,  pecuniaiy  losses,  a  reckless  determination  to  carry  1 
measui'es  which  are  extremely  bazardous,  often  resulting  in  I 
disastrous  failures,  shock  the  nervous  system  by  a  reflex  actjon  I 
upon  an  over-excited  brain  that  recoils  upon  the  heart. 

A  familiar  expression — broken  Jieart — is  not  inappropriate.  1 
They  do  break.     Mental  emotions  may  be  bo  intensified  tie 
produce  paralysis  of  the  heart.     A  fatal  spasm  of  its  muscular 
walls  is  induced  from  a  sudden  painful  impression  or  fright. 
Sudden  deaths  from  such  causes  cannot  be  reasonably  doubted. 
A  fearful  penalty  of  a  violation  of  a  law  of  health,  is  when  a 
person  concentrates  too  much  will-power  suddenly.    Revenge  or 
hate,  while  under  the  influence  of  stimulants  or  excessive  politi- 
cal excitement,  may  end  in  iustautaneous  death  from  a  spasm  of  J 
the  heart.     When  a  contraction  is  accomphshed  under  such  ] 
circumstances,  it  holds  its  grip,  and   death   closes  the  scene. 
Sometimes  there  is  a  rent  in  the  flesh  of  tlie  heart,  through 
which  a  gush  of  blood  escapes  tnto  the  heart-case,— ^'(vioaT*  i 
dium,  and  that  ia  a  death-lesion  for  which  there  is  no  relief- 
Moderation  in  le^timate  pursuits  should  be  encouraged,  J 
"Be  not  too  ardent"  is  a  caution  to  be  remembered,  especially  bj  I 
youthful,  sprightly,  passionate  young  ladies. 

Formerly,  the  heart  was  supposed  to  he  the  abode  of  moral  ^ 
sentiments.  It  has  the  credit  of  being  open  to  amatory  imprea-  1 
aions,  as  the  focus  of  the  affections  and  the  fountain  of  love. 
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When  that  idea  was  taught  as  a  truth,  the  bowels  were 
exnltingly  referred  to  as  the  real  seat  of  compassion  1  Both 
theories  were  fonnd  to  be  erroneous ;  but  the  mistake  had  been 
BO  long  and  extensively  propagated  in  poetical  fictions,  in  the 
language  of  all  nations,  the  heart  and  bowels  have  been  per- 
mitted to  keep  possession  of  those  two  attributes,  and  we  con- 
tinue to  appeal  to  the  deep  feelings  of  the  heart,  and  the 
yearnings  of  the  bowels. 

Women  are  not  quite  so  much  prone  to  the  development  of 
diseases  of  the  heart  as  men,  because  they  are  generally  less 
exposed  to  violent  turmoils  which  wreck  the  constitution. 
They,  happily,  are  removed  from  arenas  of  political  strife,  and 
from  dissipations  that  make  the  blood  boil.  They  never  haunt 
drinking-saloons,  those  plague-spots  of  a  city,  nor  carouse 
through  the  night  in  boisterous  hilarity.  They  cannot,  how- 
ever, bear  up  under  assaults  upon  their  reputation,  nor  heroically 
defy  slanders,  without  reeling  under  their  crushing  weight. 
Innate  pride,  the  strong  power  of  innocence  and  a  conscious- 
ness of  doing  no  wrong,  sustains  them  awhile  under  such 
assaults,  but  they  give  way  at  last^  They  have  dropped  dead 
from  a  sense  of  injustice. 

But  women  oftener  rupture  the  heart  by  a  paroxysm  of 
dreadful  rage,  than  from  other  causes.  They  have  a  safety- 
valve  in  a  copious  flood  of  tears.  Under  excitements  that 
would  explode  life  in  some  men,  a  woman  is  instantly  relieved 
when  the  tears  flow.     They  take  off  the  tension. 

When  the  brain  is  once  charged  with  blood,  by  an  in- 
creased action  of  the  heart,  by  reason  of  exasperation,  carried 
in  faster  than  it  is  carried  away  by  veins,  an  apoplexy 
would  probably  follow,  were  it  not  for  immediate  relief 
in  a  hearty  cry. 

Men  breast  a  storm  of  passion  better  than  women,  but  there 
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is  no  merit  in  it.     They  oppose  whirlwinds  with  whirlwindfl, 
aiid  yield  at  last  at  the  eight  of  a  woman's  tears. 

Death  from  ossilication  of  the  valves  or  coronary  arteries, 
those  which  immediately  supply  the  heart  for  its  own  support, 
together  with  sudden  paralysis,  are  far  more  frequent  among 
men  than  women.  Those  maladies  are  on  the  increase.  Her- 
cbauts,  bankers,  speculators,  and  radical  poUtieal  leaders  who 
meet  with  damaging  rebuffs  just  as  they  are  expecting  to  win 
tlie  prize,  are  those  who  fall  suddenly  dead. 

Women  have  hearts  pretematurally  enlarged.  They  also 
are  predisposed  to  have  accumulations  of  fat  around  the  organ, 
that  impede  its  motions  and  mechanical  regularity.  Enlai;ged 
hearts  may  result  from  other  causes,  among  which  is  excessive 
grief. 

Disappointments,  in  which  the  aSections  are  deeply  involved, 
may  be  a  cause  of  diminished  vitaUty. 

Dropsical  effusions  are  apt  to  follow  that  state,  accompanied 
by  functional  derangements. 

An  intermitting  pulse,  with  an  occasional  twinge  tn  the 
region  of  the  heart,  indicates,  generally,  in  women,  nenrons 
debility,  which  may  be  aggravated  by  mental  excitements  or 
continued  apprehensions  of  a  calamity. 

The  reticence  of  women,  their  seert'tiveneas,  and  the  tenacity 
with  which  they  conceal  the  causes  of  their  unhappiness,  when 
their  pride  is  wonnded  or  their  preference  slighted,  obliges  a 
physician  to  guess  at  causes  very  frequently.  His  prescriptions, 
nnder  such  circumstances,  are  random  shot«  in  the  dark. 
13 


CHAPTER  XVI. 
Their  Lunqs. 

Hereditary  Consuinption — ^Ventilation — ^Tobaooo— Origin  of  Pnlmonaiy 
Consamption — Not  safe  to  doctor  one's  self— Gymnastic  Exerdsee — 
Changing  Location — Ckmtracted  Chests— Resuscitation — ^What  to  Do  and 
what  to  Avoid — ^Violation  of  General  Laws  of  Health — Pleorisy  Sus- 
pended— Not  Cored. 

Women,  oftener  than  men,  do  violence  to  their  lungs.  It 
may  not  be  agreeable  to  be  told  they  are  habitually  abusing 
ihoee  very  essential  organs. 

It  is  a  melancholy  reflection  that  the  progress  of  pulmonary 
consumption  in  this  beautiftil  country  is  largely  due  to  a  vice  in 
dre9Sy  which  interferes  with  the  development  of  the  chest. 

A  residence  in  a  crowded  city,  or,  indeed,  wherever  there  is 
a  dense  poptdation,  is  attended  witli  some  degree  of  peril  in 
respect  to  the  purity  of  the  air.  If  it  is  mixed,  and  charged 
with  noxious  vapors,  or  there  is  a  deficiency  of  oxygen,  ani- 
mals breathing  it  cannot  be  in  the  good  condition  they  would 
be  in,  in  localities  where  no  such  vile  elements  were  inhaled. 

Consumption  is  alarmingly  Hereditary.  Sporadic  cases  are 
also  increasing,  induced  by  causes  which  might  be  avoided  to 
some  satisfactory  extent,  if  the  demands  of  fashion  were  not 
60  extremely  arbitrary. 

A  sense  of  smell  warns  us  of  the  bad  quality  of  air  in  the 
vicinity  of  certain  manufacturing  establishments,  such  as  gas- 
works; bone-boiling  nuisances;  slaughter-houses;  putrefying 
carcases ;  decomposing  vegetables,  or  other  sources  of  impurity 
that  would  be  injurious  if  inhaled. 
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Onr  olfactory  nervea  are  special  sentinels,  promptly  announc- 
ing sources  of  ofieace,  and  giving  timely  warning  that  they  may 
be  avoided. 

HeBEDITABY  GOHSUUPTION. 

Hereditary  consumption  is  a  hopeless  form  of  that  dreadful 
malady.  Those  influences,  or  agencies  which  bring  on  inflam- 
mattoQ  of  the  lungs,  are  comparatively  few,  compared  with  the 
annaal  devastation  of  human  life  from  transmitted  sources, 
propagated  in  families  from  one  generation  to  another. 

No  sensible  physician  admits  that  pulmonary  consumption 
is  either  infections  or  contagious;  while  those  knowing  the 
least  about  the  laws  of  disease  firmly  believe,  as  in  Cuba,  that 
it  may  actually  be  communicated  by  a  touch  of  the  furniture, 
or  air  of  an  apartment  in  which  a  patient  with  that  disease  has 
died.  Hence,  a  theory  sometimes  assumes  the  dignity  of  a  fact, 
and  ignorance  is  better  received  as  authority  than  scientific  in- 
telligence. 

Medical  authors  assume  it  to  be  a  tiruily  established  opin- 
ion, that  pulmonary  consumption  is  a  concomitant  of  modem 
civilization.  While  our  ancestors,  in  tlie  United  States,  occu- 
pied ruder  dwellings,  through  which  the  air  traversed  freely, 
and  they  subsisted  on  plainer  and  conrser  food,  consumption 
was  rare.  With  the  advent  of  warm  lionses,  coal  furnaces, 
heated  apartments,  luxurious  tables,  and  a  tainted  atmosphere, 
made  so  by  imperfect  ventilation,  increase  of  population,  domes' 
ticated  animals,  and  manufactories  of  every  imaginable  de- 
scription, the  death  rate  has  increased  to  an  appalling  degree. 

Proofs  are  not  wanting  to  slibw,  also,  that  modes  of  dress- 
ing, imperfectly  adapted  to  the  varying  temperature  of  the 
climate,  is  another  prolific  and  very  certain  source  of  lung 
difScnlties  in  females,  which  terminate  in  the  ulceration  and 
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destructdon  of  those  organs.  Indian  habits  at  the  West  famish 
abundant  materials  for  determining  many  propositions  respect- 
ing the  development  of  thoracic  diseases. 

Those  who  are  surrounded  by  domestic  comforts,  protected 
from  atmospheric  humidities,  or  chilling  blasts ;  who  sleep  in 
properly  ventilated  apartments,  and  are  warmly  clad  at  seasons 
when  the  weather  demands  special  attention  that  perspiration 
shall  neither  be  excessive,  nor  suddenly  checked  by  exposure,  are 
also  subject  to  the  same  class  of  pectoral  inflammations  as 
those  who  repose  on  the  ground  in  the  smoke  of  a  wig- 
wam. 

The  diet  of  the  Indian  is  mostly  animal,  and  simple  enough 
as  far  as  it  goes  to  meet  the  approval  of  an  exacting  stickler 
for  plain  food ;  and  yet  they  die  frequently  of  pulmonary 
consumption. 

Dr.  Eush  assured  his  readers  it  was  unknown  to  the  aborigi- 
nes of  this  country.  He  was  eminent  in  his  day ;  but  more 
extended  intercourse  with  tribes  all  through  the  interior  of  the 
continent  since  that  distinguished  author  passed  away,  demon- 
strates the  existence,  and  the  melancholy  ravages,  too,  of  that 
plague  among  savages,  quite  as  severe  in  proportion  to  their 
numbers,  as  where  the  resources  of  civilization  are  xm- 
limited. 

Prevalence  Among  Savages. 

Red  Jacket,  the  famous  chief,  whose  name  is  interwoven 
in  the  web  of  modem  American  history  as  a  wild  man  of  extra- 
ordinary intelligence  and  political  sagacity,  assured  a  Buffalo 
physician  about  the  year  1823,  that  no  less  than  seventeen  fatal 
cases  of  consumption  had  occurred  in  his  own  family,  including 
ten  of  his  children. 

Other  memoranda  of  a  similar  import  might  be  given,  con- 
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clndvely  establiahing  the  fact  that  the  disease  Las  always  been 
regarded  by  the  Indians  as  incnrable. 

Tlie  reason  why  it  is  incurable,  in  its  advanced  stages,  is 
becanse  there  has  been  a  destruction  of  portions  of  organs, 
without  which  life  cannot  be  sustained. 

Aboriginal  habits,  cuslome,  privations,  and  their  brave 
darings  in  the  chase,  in  war,  and  their  ardor  in  feats  of  strength, 
must  expose  them  to  severe  colds  when  heated  or  in  a  glow 
of  perspiration.  Lying  down  on  the  damp  ground  to  sleep; 
wading  tliroogh  jungles,  and  shaded  from  the  life-giving  prop- 
erties of  sunlight  by  wide- spreading  branches  of  trees  in  those 
forests  where  they  prefer  to  roam,  must  lower  their  vital  tem- 
perature and  predispose  them  to  the  development  of  many 
painful  and  fatal  maladies. 

Sporadic  pulmonary  consumption,  therefore,  on  reflection, 
seems  to  be  most  frequent  witli  the  Indians;  while  hereditary 
forms  of  it  predominate  in  civilized  society. 

Ventilation. 

Apartments  may  be  satisfactorily  ventilated  by  the  latest 
patented  contrivance,  without  essentially  modifying  the  condi- 
tion of  the  air  in  them,  if  it  is  laden  with  the  products  of  low 
lands,  noxious  gases,  or  the  putrid  decomposition  of  animal 
remains.  There  is  room  for  improvement  in  the  management 
of  wool  and  cotton  mills,  dye-houses  and  gas  worfes,  so  that 
they  shall  not  interfere  with  the  health  of  operatives. 

Whore  large  numbers  of  females  are  employed,  further 
efforts  should  be  made  for  giving  them  pure  air  for  respiration. 

In  manufacturing  establishments,  especially  in  those  where 
several  hundred  women  are  congregated,  the  messengers  of 
death  soon  approach  them  in  all  imaginary  forms,  if  ventilation 
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is  neglected.    Females  thus  associated  snfier  more  than  men 
placed  under  similar  circumstances. 

Private  residences,  school-rooms,  basement  apartments,  and 
stables  ste  too  much  neglected  m  respect  to  fresh  air.  Where 
windows  are  not  frequently  opened  and  fresh  currents  allowed 
to  displace  those  accumulations  of  dust,  invisible  spores  of 
minute  vegetations  accumulate  in  an  undisturbed  atmosphere. 
£ggs  of  insects  and  impurities  of  various  kinds  destructive  to 
health,  generate  also  numerous  diseases.  In  such  conditions  of 
air  we  oftentimes  breathe,  without  being  conscious  of  the  exist- 
ence of  such  subtle  agencies.  A  lodgment  of  these  microscopic 
irritants  in  the  lungs  are  met  by  nature's  only  means  of  de- 
fence,— ^an  extra  secretion  and  pouring  out  of  a  fluid  from  a 
mucous  surface  to  wash  away  ofiEensive  irritants. 

Tobacco  an  Offence  to  the  Salivary  Glands. 

On  that  principle  tobacco  is. an  unwelcome  injurious  ex- 
citant, and  the  salivary  glands  pour  out  an  immense  amount  of 
saliva  to  float  off  the  obnoxious  quid.  Wlien  tlie  effort  is  flrst 
commenced  to  chew  or  smoke,  the  quantity  of  saliva  is  more 
copious  than  after  the  individual  has  schooled  his  salivary 
apparatus  to  bear  the  presence  of  a  terrible  narcotic  with  some 
degree  of  acquiescence ;  but  the  glands  never,  at  the  end  of  fifty 
years,  cease  to  manifest  a  dislike  to  tobacco  in  any  form,  by  an 
increased  activity  of  all  the  buccal  and  sublingual  secretory 
organs  at  the  instant  it  is  introduced  into  the  mouth. 

Both  smokers  and  chewers  are  constantly  expectorating  and 
spitting,  to  the  disgust  of  those  in  their  company,  and  certainly 
to  the  manifest  injury  of  themselves. 


THE   WAYS  OF   WOMEN. 


A  Common  Okioin  of  Pdlmonabt  Ieritatiok. 

In  consefjuence  of  the  lodgment  of  tiny  particles  of  matter 
in  the  lungs,  they  produce  a  very  slight  irritation  at  first.  A 
cough,  however,  is  generally  sure  to  follow,  and  that  is  Bimply 
a  meclianical  effort  to  throw  off  the  irritant. 

If  the  adhering  atoms  cannot  be  removed  by  a  spasmodic 
blast  of  air  from  the  Innga,  then  the  next  effort  to  overcome  ita 
offensive  presence  is  by  pouring  ont  a  large  amount  of  adhesive 
tnncas  to  entangle  them,  as  it  were,  affording  a  better  chance 
of  expelling  the  intruders  by  acting  on  a  larger  mass.  Thus 
there  is  a  hacking  expectoration. 

Thus  a  settled  cough  may  be  prodnced.  By  constant  repe- 
titions, convulsive  throes  actnally  lacerate  the  air-cells,  and 
nltimately  involve  the  whole  respiratory  organs  in  disease. 

When  lesions  become  extensive,  and  one  air-cell  is  ruptured, 
BO  that  two,  or  three,  or  dozens  become  one  cavity,  the  thick 
mucus  collects  in  such  quantity,  besides  being  exceedingly  tena- 
cious, that  a  cough  cannot  raise  it.  The  collection  linally  dis- 
tends those  delicate  receptacles,  more  and  more  deranging  con- 
tiguous cells, — and  that  is  the  formation  of  a  pulmonary  abscess. 

By  its  weight  and  purulent  character,  respiration  becomes 
not  only  painful,  but  hardly  surface  enough  remains  in  the 
contiguous  respiratory  cells  to  o-vygenate  the  blood  sent  to 
them  to  be  vitalized. 

This  is  the  last  and  hopeless  state  of  pulmonary  consump- 
tion.* 


i 


*  It  is  a  wcll-rero^iied  titrt  that  tlie  colder  the  climBte,  the  higher  lb* 
latitude,  and  the  drier  the  stmoBphere.  the  Ices  liable  Iho  InlinbltnotB  are  to. 
aoffer  rroni  coDBumplion.  lo  tcclaod,  from  1727  to  183T,  there  wan  nolDRinglfl 
etee,  and  Bit  R.  Parry,  in  hie  bislory  of  hia  northem  eiploralinnn,  noticed  iha 
tuitj  of  thnwl  and  lang  aflectiona  aniong  the  lohabitants  of  Qrueoltuid  and 
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It  18  not  the  object  of  this  publication  to  provide  a  guide  for 
the  practice  of  medicine,  nor  attempt  to  persuade  those  who 
may  honor  it  with  a  reading,  that  they  can  prescribe  for  them- 
selves when  sick. 


In  the  two  British  stations  of  the  Mediterranean,  Qibraltar  and  Malta, 
long  known  as  favorite  resorts  for  the  consumptive,  we  find  the  disease  to  be 
actuaUj  more  prevalent  than  in  Canada,  with  its  long  cold  winter. 

In  Canada,  six  men  per  thousand  of  the  British  army  are  attacked  by,  and 
half  that  number  die  of  consumption. 

In  Malta  there  are  nine  per  thousand  attacked,  and  four  per  thousand  die 
of  the  disease.  In  Qibraltar  the  number  attacked  is  seven,  and  the  number 
of  deaths  three  per  thousand  men. 

In  the  Bermudas,  where  the  climate  is  uniform,  eight  men  per  thousand 
become  consumptive,  and  five  of  that  number  die.  But  in  Newfoundland, 
the  mortality  from  this  disease  is  but  four  in  ten  hundred. 

In  tropical  countries,  the  progress  of  consumption  is  more  rapid  than 
where  the  climate  is  temperate.  Deaths  from  this  ailment  are  more  numer- 
OOB  }n  Brazil  than  in  Russia.  Owing  to  the  extent  of  territory,  and  the 
different  latitudes  and  climates  embraced  in  the  United  States,  there  is,  as 
miglit  be  supposed,  a  corresponding  variation  in  the  prevalence  of  consump- 
tion. We  find  the  mortality  from  this  malady  to  be  greater  in  the  New 
England  States  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  Union. 

The  death  rate  by  consumption  in  the  States  and  Territories  of  the  Union 
is  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Alabama 1  death  in  25 

Arkansas 1  death  in  22 

California 1  death  in  100 

Columbia  District. . .  .1  death  in  6 

Connecticut 1  death  in  5 

Delaware 1  death  in  10 

Florida 1  death  in  21 

Georgia 1  death  in  35 

Illinois 1  death  in  13 

Indiana 1  death  in  11 

Iowa 1  death  in  11 

Kentucky 1  death  in  11 

Louisiana 1  death  in  13 

Maine 1  death  in  6 

Maryland 1  death  in  8 

Massachusetts 1  death  in  5 

Michigan 1  death  in  6 

Minnesota 1  death  in  29 


Mississippi 1  death  in  18 

Missouri .1  death  in  26 

New  Hampshire 1  death  in  4 

New  Jersey 1  death  in  7 

New  Mexico 1  death  in  72 

New  York 1  death  in  6 

North  Carolina 1  death  in  18 

Ohio 1  death  in  11 

Oregon 1  death  in  9 

Pennsylvania 1  deatli  in  8 

Rhode  Island 1  death  in  4 

South  Carolina 1  death  in  30 

Tennessee. . . 1  death  in  13 

Texas 1  death  in  27 

Utah 1  death  in  20 

Virginia 1  death  in  11 

Vermont 1  death  in  4 

Wisconsin 1  death  in  10 


The  small  proportion  of  mortality  from  consumption  in  California  was 
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Not  Safe  to  Doctoe  One's  Self. 

It  is  a  maxim  witli  lawyers,  that  he  who  pleads  hie  own  I 
case  has  a  fool  for  a  client.  Those  who  expect  to  be  their  own 
physicians,  on  the  self-complacent  notion  tliat  they  underetand 
their  own  constitution  better  than  those  who  have  been  labo- 
rionsly  studying  the  morbid  conditions  to  which  liumanity  is 
incident,  make  a  mistake  which  cannot  be  readily  rectified. 

To  show  how  incipient  forms  of  disease  may  be  avoided,  as 
well  as  caused,  with  plain  suggestions  respecting  the  mainten- 
ance of  health,  is  of  more  importance  to  non-professional 
readers  than  a  volume  of  recipes. 

Medical  Impositioks. 

Beware  of  medical  imjKotors.     This  country  is  an  active   I 
theatre  for  the  display  of  their  peculiar  talents.     It  is  a  profit- 
able specialty  to  trade  in  advertised  falsely-called  remedies  for   ' 
oonsnmption. 

By  baiting  the  trap,  as  a  hnnter  would  say,  which  is  nothing 
less  than  encouraging  a  forlorn  hope,  those  who  have  sought 
relief  without  finding  it,  purchase  liberally  and  pay  dearly  for 
stuff  that  cannot  accomplish  cures  when  the  subetauco  of  tlie 
lungs,  or  portions  of  them,  are  actually  destroyed. 


ftccoaated  fi>r  by  tha  fuct  that  the  greater  part  ot  the  population  was  com- 
posed of  mlDors  and  emigr^ata  from  otlier  parta,  who  were  over  35  jean  of 
age,  and  not  so  liable  to  its  attackti.  More  recent  statiKtirB  have  conGrmed 
the  usertion,  that  coniumptlon  Ss  much  more  prevalent  on  the  Atlantic  coiiet 
than  In  CaliforoU. 

Daily  variation  in  the  temperetnre  is  believed  to  be  the  great  cause  of  the 
eirees  of  mortalitj  in  the  EaKtem  States, 

In  proportion  to  the  popalation,  the  nomber  afflicted  by  this  "  destroy et 
of  mankind,"  la  freqnently  greater  in  small  ciUea  Uian  in  large  ooee. 
13* 
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Treat  with  contempt  advertised  certificates  constructed  for 
encouraging  hopes  that  never  can  be  realized.  Shun  consump- 
tion doctors  as  you  would  seventh  sons,  clairvoyant  seventh 
daughters,  pickpockets,  and  professed  swindlers. 

Indian  doctors  1  those  hypocrites  and  ignoramuses  who  an- 
nounce themselves  as  having  been  taught  by  savages  to  do 
what  men  of  science  cannot  do,  is  an  absurdity.  No  person  of 
common  intelligence  believes  one  person  can  see  further  into 
a  millstone  than  another. 

If  those  who  have  studied  the  minute  anatomy  of  the  body, 
and  have  watched  the  operation  of  drugs  in  every  possible 
phase  in  great  hospitals,  under  the  critical  instruction  of  dis- 
tinguished clinical  professors,  cannot  arrest  the  destructive 
march  of  pulmonary  consumption,  is  there  any  good  reason  for 
supposing  that  ignorant,  vulgar  pretenders,  lialf  of  whom  can 
neither  read,  speak,  nor  write  their  mother-tongue  grammati- 
cally, possess  knowledge  superior  to  such  as  are  educated  under 
all  the  advantages  of  the  age  ? 

There  are  consumption  curers  entirely  ignorant  of  the 
mechanical  structure  of  the  lungs,  as  they  are  of  other  viscera 
in  the  cavities  of  the  body,  who  seem  to  magnetize  those  falling 
within  the  sphere  of  their  operations,  so  that  some  very  sensible 
people  become  their  victims. 

Consumption  is  an  exhaustless  theme.  Weak  lungs  or 
strong  lungs  are  subjects  for  discussion  when  no  such  expres- 
sions are  scientifically  allowable.  Susceptibility  to  certain 
infiuences  as  sources  of  irritation  to  those  delicate  organs,  is 
what  is  to  be  understood,  and  not  that  in  the  sense  of  a  strong 
muscle,  or  a  strong  rope,  or  a  strong  beam,  are  they  to  be  re- 
presented. 
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Contracted  Chests. 


Women,  far  more  commonly   than  men,  have  contracted 
chests,   which    mechanically  prevent  a  fall   inflatioa   of  the 
IimgB  to  the  extent  they  would  be  filled  in  a  chest  of  larger  1 
capacity. 

A\'Tjen  air  is  simply  inhaled,  there  is  taken  from  it  oxygen, 
— an  element  that  suEtainB  life.     That  being  accomplished,  the  •] 
waiting  air,  thus  deprived  of  one  of  its  constitnents,  is  forced  I 
out  through  the  same  tubular  passage  by.  which  it  was  drawn  | 
in,  carrying  with  it  carbonic  acid  gaa. 

Snch  is  the  process  and  the  object  of  breathing.  By  respira-  I 
tion,  blood  meets  air  in  the  longs,  where  the  exchange  is  made  I 
of  something  that  cannot  be  safely  retained,  for  that  which  | 
maintains  life. 

Carbonic  acid  gas  ia  taken  up  largely  by  growing  vegeta-  I 
tion,  which  they  exchange  for  oxygen,  that  supports  animal  1 
life. 

With  the  cessation   of  respiration,  the  pulsations  of  the 
heart  gradually   terminate,  and  then  unconscionsnees  follows,  i 
In  drowning,  those  phenomena  succeed  each  other  in  rapid'  I 
Auccesfiion. 

Resuscitation. 

Left  thus,  an  Individual  is  popularly  considered  dead. 
Bnt  if  quickly  taken  from  the  water,  wlien  all  the  functions  of 
life  are  apparently  forever  ended — the  heart  no  longer  boating, 
the  lungs  collapsed,  and  conscionsness  gone — vitality  may  be 
recalled  by  persistent  efforts. 

Artiiicial  inflation,  the  application  of  warmth,  and  the 
pursuance  of  directions  extensively  disseminated  by  humane 
societies,  for  the  express  purpose  of  informing  people  how  to 
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proceed  for  the  recoveiy  of  drowned  persons,  often  recall  the 
apparently-dead  to  life  again. 

Sneh  restorations  are  splendid  triumphs  of  science.  Alter- 
nately filling  and  pressing  out  the  air  from  the  lungs,  by  work- 
ing the  intercostal  muscles,  enlarges  first  the  pleural  cavity, 
then  it  is  as  suddenly  diminished  by  the  expulsion  of  the  air, 
imitating  natural  respmition. 

The  air-cells  are  thus  expanded  to  their  full  capacity.  By 
continuing  the  process  perseveringly  awhile,  the  blood  begins 
to  absorb  oxygen.  As  soon  as  that  takes  place,  the  heart  feels 
the  stimulus  and  contracts. 

Through  the  agency  of  muscles  thus  manipulated,  a  reflex 
power  is  transmitted  to  both  heart  and  lungs,  and  they  then 
continue  to  act  without  assistance.    The  soul  is  recalled. 

Where  was  the  soul  during  suspended  animation  ?  Whence 
came  it,  by  carrying  on  this  mechanical  effort,  to  bring  the  dead 
to  life  again  ? 

Value  of  Gtmnastio  Exercises. 

[Reasonable  gymnastic  exercises  are  exceedingly  serviceable. 
The  inner  capacity  of  the  chest  may  be  very  considerably  en- 
larged by  systematic  exercise  of  the  exterior  pectoral  muscles. 
The  further  an  individual  advances  in  age,  the  more  difficult  it 
is  to  overcome  rigidity,  or  spread  bones  held  clos^y  by  inelastic 
h'gaments. 

By  commencing  seasonably,  before  that  condition  is  estab- 
lished, the  conformation  of  the  thorax  or  chest,  which  may  be 
too  narrow  and  too  flat  for  a  fiill  development  of  the  lungs, 
may  be  very  considerably  expanded.  Robustness  and  vigor 
may  be  attained,  of  the  highest  importance  in  regard  to  health 
and  longevity,  by  simply  compelling  motor  cords  and  strap-like 
tissues  to  pull  back,  out  of  the  way  of  the  swelling  lungs,  those 
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too  mucli  incurvated  ribs  that  prevent  a  full  inhalation  of  air  I 
for  Jilling  the  air-celle. 

Ludders,  inclined  planee,  Bringing;  at  arm's  length  in  slings, 
climbing  Buapended  ropes,  pitching  quoits,  driving  a  ball,  or 
following  out  the  directions  of  acknowledged  experts  and 
public  benefactors,  who  teach  hygienic  laws,  to  the  saving  of 
thousands  of  valuable  lives  that  otherwise  would  long  si 
have  been  entombed,  had  it  not  been  for  their  valuable  lessons,  4 
— 18  far  more  agreeable  than  emetics,  blisters,  tonic  tinctures,  or  1 
other  products  of  a  drug-store. 

"When  lesions  exist,  there  may  be  hemorrhages,  or  a  ten- 
dency to  expectoration  of  blood  from  a  continued  inilammaticai 
of  the  lining  membrane  of  the  bronchial  tubes,  indicating  & 
condition  that  forbids  gymnastic  exercises.     It  is  then  beet  for   ' 
a  person  thus  circumstanced,  with  graver  symptoms  to  be  appr&-  i 
bended,  to  change  location. 

Chanoinq  Location. 

Avoid  medicines,  then,  which  are  not  decidely  tonic,  it  being  . 
impossible  to  bear  up  under  the  action  of  drugs  which  have  a  i 
sedative  influence,  or  those  which,  hke  active  cathartics,  sud-  I 
deuly  reduce  the  vital  force. 

In  making  a  removal,  it  is  essential  to  seek  a  residence  I 
where  the  atmosphere  is  dry.  Humidity  is  the  bane  of  con-  I 
Bumptives. 

Sleeping  over  stables,  with  an  expectatioij  that  evaporating  | 
filth  from  fermenting  manure  will  heal   ulcerated  lunge,  or  1 
strengthen  feeble  tiseiies  in  air-cells,  is  quite  as  unphilosophical 
as  a  residence  in  the  Mammoth  Cave  for  the  same  purpose. 

St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  has  a  reputation  for  being  a  hopefiil  I 
temporary  abode  for  consumptives,  provided   the  patient  i 
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prompt  in  going  there  before  tlie  disease  has  made  that  destruo- 
tive  progress  which  a  change  of  climate  cannot  arrest. 

It  has  been  questioned  by  some  medical  men  whether  St 
Paul  really  does  work  the  change  which  has  been  claimed  for  it, 
as  a  resource  for  consumptives.  Possibly  the  journey  from  any 
considerable  distance  contributes  more  directly  to  their  benefit 
than  may  have  occurred  to  .those  who  wannly  recommend  a 
diy,  elevated  position. 

Florida,  also,  has  its  advocates  for  the  same  class  of  invalids. 
Many  have  been  exceedingly  benefited  by  a  residence  of  a  few 
months  there.  Avoiding  the  harsh,  cold,  damp  winds  and 
easterly  weather,  of  Kew  England  particularly,  when  the  in- 
dement  winter  of  the  Atlantic  shores  sets  in,  by  escaping  to 
the  mild  regions  of  the  South,  must  certainly  afford  relief  to 
diseased  lungs,  and  give  the  general  system  some  chance  for 
recuperation  from  that  extreme  debility  which  follows  in  the 
train  of  a  protracted  cough. 

Two  miles  from  the  mouth  of  that  celebrated  cave  just  re- 
ferred to,  remains  of  huts  may  still  be  seen,  roofless  of  course, 
where  numbers  of  emaciated  strangers  in  all  stages  of  consump- 
tion resided  in  thick  darkness,  if  their  lamps  happened  to 
go  out. 

Constant  coughing  and  the  repeating  echoes  of  those  sepul- 
chral sounds  that  were  forerunners  of  approaching  dissolution, 
t<^ther  with  smoke,  which  were  as  unendurable  as  their  in- 
dividual pains,  soon  destroyed  the  romance  or  hallucination, 
whichever  it  may  have  been,  and  those  who  survived  those 
isolated  trials  in  search  of  health  in  the  gloomy  bowels  of  the 
earth,  were  glad  to  return  to  their  inviting  homes. 

The  theory  which  influenced  consumptives  to  wend  their 
way  to  the  great  Kentucky  cave,  was  that  the  saltpetred  at- 
mosphere in  the  interior  was  a  remedy  for  ulcerated  lungs. 
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Pulmonary  comimiption  is  everywhere.  It  is  qtiife  as  well 
to  remain  at  home,  under  certain  forme  of  the  malady,  as  to 
seek  relief  in  other  ktitudee. 

The  little  that  may  be  temporarily  gained  by  long  and  ex- 
pensive journeys  to  some  imagined  place  of  restoration,  is  not 
ft  compcnsatioa  for  deprivations  of  society,  and  those  friends 
and  aeaociations,  devoted  relatives  and  sympathizing  ocqaaint- 
aacee,  medical  attendsnts  and  familiar  sceDery,  which  are  en- 
hanced in  value  the  farther  we  are  removed  from  tliem. 

What  to  Do  and  What  to  Avoid.  | 

Horseback  exercise ;  all  forms  of  gymnastic  feata  which 
give  a  wide  range  of  play  to  the  pectoral  muscles,  together 
with  a  generous  diet,  are  always  first  to  be  tried  in  incipient 
forms  of  this  particular  disease. 

Avoiding  a  free  outdoor  exposure  when  the  weather  is  clear 
and  dry,  is  a  mistake.  Humidity,  heavy  dews,  rain  and  cold, 
give  activity  to  those  proceeees  of  derangement  in  the  lungs 
which  hasten  a  fatal  termination  of  life.  Therefore  it  ia  im- 
portant to  sleep  warmly  protected,  while  there  is  a  free  circu- 
lation, or,  at  least,  a  free  admission  of  air  into  the  apartment, 
without  fear  of  inlialing  dangerous  elements  from  that  source. 

Eating  whatever  relishes  is  not  to  be  overlooked  in  a  desire  to 
take  advantage  of  all  available  circnmstancee  for  promoting  the 
comfort  of  a  consumptive.  There  should  be  no  restrictions  in 
regard  to  food.  The  appetite  is  exceedingly  capricious,  there- 
fore wlialever  is  coveted  may  be  taken  with  impunity.  If  oily 
food,  butter,  cream,  fat  meats,  et(^,  agree  with  the  individual, 
the  more  freely  they  are  taken  the  better. 

Systematically,  that  is,  at  regular  periods,  at  suitable  inter- 
vale, take  cod-liver  oil.     Its  value  has  not  been  overrated.    For 
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a  time  there  'was  danger  of  its  utility  beiog  undervalued  in 
consequence  of  the  general  repugnance  of  patients  to  taking  it 
on  account  of  the  disagreeable  fishy  smell,  and  the  nausea  in- 
duced by  it  in  some  irritable  stomachs. 

Happily  for  the  reputation  of  modem  pharmacy,  cod-liver 
oil  is  now  so  admirably  prepared,  its  objectionable  taste  is 
overcome,  so  that  it  may  be  taken  without  hesitancy, — all  its 
unpleasant  taste  and  odor  being  taken  away  without  impairing 
its  medicinal  properties. 

Cod-liver  oil  is  not  considered  medicine,  in  the  common  ac- 
ceptation of  that  term,  but  nutritious  animal  food  that  furnishes 
materials  for  repairing  a  wasted  form. 

Abstain  from  whiskey  and  similar  heating  stimulants. 
Physicians  who  have  urged  such  treatment  have  done  the 
country  an  irreparable  wrong. 

Unintentionally,  they  have  made  drunkards,  by  develop- 
ing a  morbid  inclination  for  ardent  spirits,  which  cannot 
always  be  overcome,  when  the  discovery  is  made  that  the 
remedy  is  worse  than  the  disease  for  which  it  was  pre- 
scribed. 

One  of  the  simplest  precautions  for  preventing  inflamma- 
tory, attacks  of  the  lungs,  is  to  be  shod  and  clothed  suitably. 
Ladies,  particularly,  invite  death's  doings,  by  being  in  extremely 
thin  shoes,  and  light  dresses  that  conduct  off  the  caloric  of  the 
body,  which  should  be  retained  by  non-conducting  clothing, 
when  they  find  themselves  threatened  with  a  cough. 

Thinly  dressed,  with  the  chest  half  exposed  to  direct  blasts 
of  cold  air ;  standing  at  open  windows  in  a  current,  or  sitting 
out-door  in  a  damp  atmosphere,  leaving  a  warm  room  for  a 
cold  one ;  dancing  till  heated  by  exercise,  and  then  stepping 
into  a  carriage  in  a  glow  of  perspiration,  half  protected  by  a 
silk  cloak,  a  thousand  dollar  gossamer  shawl,  instead  of  a  wool- 
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leu  blanket,  are  bo  many  wajs  of  iuviting  coitditioiifi  of  health 
which  no  medical  akill  is  competent  to  manage. 

The  uiDcous  passages,  especially  those  leading  to  the  lungB, 
are  the  first  to  enSer  under  sncli  courecB  of  imprudence.  The 
lungB  become  engorged  with  blood  when  the  lining  membrane 
is  Sushed  with  a  commencing  inflammation,  which  rarely  fails 
to  be  accompanied  by  a  hectic  cough. 


Violation  of  Gksehal  Laws  of  Health. 

Happily,  women  are  beginning  to  diacover  the  dangers  that 
surround  them,  in  coufonntng  to  the  wild  caprices  of  fashions. 
Those  who  escape  pulmonaiy  coueumption  by  their  violation 
of  sanitary  lawe,  are  frefjuent  sufferers  from  pleurisy,  usually 
originating  in  the  same  kind  of  impnidence  which  generates 
other  formidable  evils. 


PLEDEIBr. 

Instead  of  being  confined  to  the  lining  membrane  of  the 
cells  within  the  lobes  of  the  lungs,  pleurisy  means  an  inflamma- 
tion of  the  pleura,  or  living  membrane  of  the  chest  in  which 
the  lungs  play. 

Whenever  the  inflammation  becomes  acutely  painful  in 
plearisy,  the  attempted  full  inflation  of  the  lungs  must  neces- 
sarily press  against  the  inSamed  surface.  A  stitch  in  the  slde^ 
a  common  espresaion,  simply  means  that  the  outside  covering 
of  the  lungs  has  become  attached  or  glued,  as  it  were,  to  the 
membrane  next  the  ribs — and  the  stitch  is  but  tearing  them 
apart^-Hjr  rather,  bridles  of  adhesive  serous  fluid,  put  upon  the 
stretch,  cause  that  acute  sensation,  a  pain  always  attended 
witli  danger.  ^^ 


910  THB  WATS  OF  WOUSSS. 

Instead  of  patronking  ahoeBy  the  soka  of  whioh  aie  acaroely 
thicker  than  paper,  it  ia  qnite  aa  proper  for  femalea  to  wetr 
them  of  sufficient  thickneas,  aa  for  men. 

When  the  feet  are  cold  and  kept  so  for  honra^  in  oohbb* 
qnenoe  of  the  waate  of  warmth  throogh  thin  aoIeBi  the  circa- 
lation  of  blood  in  minute  veaaela  at  such  a  distance  from  the 
heart,  is  partially  interrupted.  That  cannot  be  hahitoally 
practised  without  deranging  the  general  circulation.  Swelled 
feet  are  the  result  of  cold  and  compression. 

The  torture  of  tight  shoes  does  not  wholly  consist  in  the 
development  of  corns  and  bunionS|  but  in  the  production  of 
conditions  in  the  mechanism  of  the  circulation  that  may  de- 
generate into  actual  oi^ganic  lesions. 

Ladies  should  have  their  feet  and  ankles  aa  completely  pro- 
tected aa  men  who  would  soon  be  incapacitated  for  active  pnr- 
auits  were  they  put  into  the  frail  shoes  and  gossamer  stockings, 
which  are  the  pride  of  a  well-dressed  woman. 

Suspended^  not  Cured. 

Hereditary  consumption  cannot,  with  certainty^  be  averted. 
It  may  be  suspended,  as  it  were — or  rather  kept  at  bay  by 
changing  residence  to  a  propitious  climate.  But  all  such 
measures  are  regarded  as  temporary.  Nothing  is  more  difficult 
than  to  stop  the  progress  of  a  disease  which  destroys  the  organ 
by  which  life  is  positively  sustained. 

Sporadic,  or  that  form  of  pulmonary  consumption,  in- 
duced by  carelessness  or  unfortunate  exposure  to  influences 
that  could  not,  or  would  not,  be  avoided  at  the  time,  is  to  be 
managed  differently. 

By  an  imprudent  exposure  to  cold  and  humidity,  an  impetus 
is  given  to  the  development  of  quiescent  tubercles.    They  are 
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suddenly  inflamed,  and  Buppnrate.  In  hereditary  consumption, 
tubercles  are  actually  found  imbedded  in  the  lung  tissues  of 
new-bom  infants.  They  may  remain  many  years  perfectly 
indolent,  if  those  precautions  are  taken  which  are  pointed  out 
in  the  foregoing  observations,  that  have  a  tendency  to  awaken 
them  from  a  long  slumber  into  activity. 

We  do  not  believe  hereditary  consumption  can  be  arrested 
permanently,  so  that  it  may  not  be  transmitted  to  the  children 
of  such  unfortunates.  But  it  is  quite  certain  life  may  be  con* 
siderably  prolonged  by  a  judicious  reference  to  latitude  and 
longitude,  before  grave  symptoms  indicate  an  ulceration  of  the 
air-cells. 


CHAFTEBXVIL 
DiOBsnoir. 

DlgMtlon  and  the  Fnnetiooi  of  the  LiTvi^-Oplnloiui  of  the 

DlMigree— Indicfttioiui— Andent  Doeee— Modem  Indkelftoii— mufenllQHl 
—Intricate  MechanUm— Demand  for  Sugar— Dleeaaed  liTem 

It  may  be  sarprising  intelligence  to  those  who  importmie 
phyaicianB  as  to  what  they  shonld  eat  and  drink,  or  what  thej 
might  take  into  their  stomachs  with  impunity,  to  assore  tliem 
that  medical  practitioners  are  no  better  judges  on  that  tnbjeek 
than  themselves. 

Because  medical  men  are  supposed  to  be  laboriously  inter- 
rogating Nature  for  information  that  may  be  of  service  to  those 
who  employ  them,  they  are  held  accountable  to  a. certain  extent 
by  a  confiding  public,  in  regard  to  the  health  of  those  who 
seek  their  advice. 

Unfortunately,  medical  Solomons  disagree  among  them* 
selves.  There  is  no  standard  by  which  to  regulate  the  sanitary 
condition  of  society.  They  entertain  theories  enough  to  perplex 
all  the  universities  on  the  globe ;  but  the  &cts  which  always 
have  precedence  over  speculations,  are  comparatively  few,  and 
not  much  relished  by  those  who  are  ambitious  for  establishing 
theories  as  substitutes. 

Digestion  is  a  familiar  topic,  especially  with  persons  pro- 
foundly ignorant  of  their  own  organization,  and  indigestion  is 
still  less  understood  by  many  who  assume  to  be  extremely  wise. 
There  is  no  definite  system  to  be  pursued,  that  will  insure  im- 
munity from  indigestion,  by  recourse  to  drugs. 

Were  we  to  say  let  medicine  alone  entirely,  it  might  be 


THE  WATB  OF  WOSIEN. 


213 


thought  a  sel£ah  parpoee  was  in  view.  Unbappil;  for  thoee 
seeking  reliaWe  information  respecting  the  conree  to  be  pursned 
to  insure  the  highest  standard  of  healtli,  medical  philosophers 
strangely  disagree,  so  that  invalids  are  perplexed,  and,  on  the 
whole,  derive  aboat  as  mnch  benefit  from  one  source  as  another. 
No  one  set  of  stereotyped  directions  meets  every  case  of  in- 
digestion. Tliere  are  no  specifics  for  dyepepsia.  Treatment 
that  has  been  efficacions  for  one  person,  is  of  no  service  to 
another. 

It  is  curious  to  examine  the  rules  laid  down  by  different 
doctors  in  reference  to  the  kind  of  food  that  sliould  be  taken, 
under  certain  conditions,  and  tliat  should  be  avoided,  on  the 
score  of  being  non'^digestible. 

Many  of  the  wise  decisions  on  that  point  are  from  non- 
scientific  sources.  But  they  exercise  an  arbitrary  influence  over 
the  minds  of  those  who  conceive  it  necessary  to  select  a  diet 
with  express  reference  to  its  speedy,  or  rather  easy,  assimilation. 
And  yet,  gross  mistakes  are  made,  not  through  the  false  indicsr 
tions  of  science,  but  through  ignorance  of  the  first  principles  of 
chemical  science. 

For  example,  one  recommends  soft-boiled  eggs;  another, 
hard-boiled.  Without  being  consciona  of  it,  our  likes  or  dis- 
likes exert  an  arbitrary  control  over  the  judgment,  and  we  think 
we  are  guided  by  scientific  principles,  when,  in  fact,  we  are 
managed  by  no  principle  at  all  in  matters  that  purely  concern 
the  etomach. 

Fhyeidana  differ  exceedingly  on  the  worn-out  enbject  of 
diet.  The  various  schools  of  medicine  have  their  hobbies,  while 
the  representatives  of  each  have  their  eccentric  advocates- 
Allopathies  charge  their  patients  as  artillery  ofRcsrs  load 
cannon,  with  all  the  gnn  will  bear  without  bursting ;  therefore, 
ten  grains  of  calomel,  fortified  with  ten  more  of  jalap,  the  prac- 
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tioe  of  twenty  yean  t^  repeftted,  wm  fhe  theetMiolior  oi  ttm 

dd-faahioned  practitionen. 

Bef  onning  homosopathics  go  to  the  otiher  extreme.  Stradc 
with  compasfiionate  horror  at  the  magnitude  of  incompfttible 
oomponndsy  they  prescribe  attenuated  dilati<»ia  of  Bome^bSng 
that  can  be  neither  emelti  tasted,  nor  felt  The  one  hnndzed 
and  forty-ninth  part  of  a  grain,  in  forty  gallons  of  water,  ia  f  60- 
fnlly  potent,  administered  by  skilful  handa. 

Men  of  honor  have  never  agreed  in  politics.  It  would  be 
miracnlons  if  there  were  no  diversity  of  opinions  in  medicme. 
Each  party  is  honestly  impressed  with  the  value  of  the  dogmM 
they  profess.  Thus,  inquiry  is  kept  alive;  otherwise  there 
would  be  a  stagnation  of  intellect,  and  another  dark  age.  New 
and  important  truths  are  developed,  in  consequence  of  a  di£Eeir- 
ence  of  opinion  among  men  equally  honest  and  equally  desiioiiB 
of  arriving  at  definite  conclusions. 

-  Evanescence  of  Theories. 

Theories  have  been  repeatedly  advanced  from  opposite  diieo- 
tions  touching  the  mooted  question  of  what  kind  of  food  is  beet 
for  human  beings. 

Civilization  cannot  settle  the  question.  Savages  give  them- 
selves no  concern  about  it,  devouring  whatever  is  attainable  that 
assuages  the  demands  of  hunger. 

Notwithstanding  the  inculcations  of  physiological  scholars, 
that  certain  modes  of  living  tend  to  longevity,  while  others 
interfere  with  vital  laws,  and  abridge  the  natural  duration  of 
life, — both  savages  and  barbarians  live  as  many  years  on  the 
average,  even  less  molested  by  the  invasion  of  disease,  than 
the  most  favored  of  mortals  who  fare  sumptuously  every  day 
on  viands  that  meet  the  approval  of  the  soundest  medical 
scrutineers. 
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We  require  a  proper  mixtui-e  of  anitnal  and  vegetable  food, 
it  being  of  little  eonsecjiicnce  whether  the  first  ia  roast  beef, 
canvas-back  ducks,  sea  slugs,  roasted  rattlesnake,  boiled  crabs, 
shark's  fins,  dried  grassboppere,  fish,  fowls,  or  turtle's  eggs. 

Some  of  all  these  usually  considered  disgusting,  but  largely 
consumed  articles,  aetnally  nourish  the  body  as  completely  as 
artistic  dishes  prepared  according  to  the  highest  gastronomic 
anthority,  every  one  of  them  containing  nntritious  materials. 

Science  and  civilization  refine,  but  the  empty  stomach 
obeys  an  imperions  law, — eat  or  he  eaten, — making  no  apologies 
for.  dining  on  whatever  satisfies  the  ni^nt  demuida  of 
hunger. 

The  benefits  derived  from  animal  or  vegetable  food  are  to 
lie  measured  by  the  results  in  respect  to  growth  and  repro- 
duction. 

Mechanism  of  the  Stomach.  I 

A  stomach  is  a  receiving  sac,  into  which  food  is  taken,  fi-om 
which,  by  a  series  of  extraordinary  vital  processes,  materials  are 
elaborated  that  enter  into  the  composition  of  solids  and  fluids 
of  which  every  living  body  is  composed. 

Every  animal,  small  or  large,  except  in  the  most  rudimentary 
forms  of  life  in  particular  families  of  infusoria,  possesses  a 
stomach,  modified  in  structure  to  meet  the  peculiar  conditions 
of  each  species.  Some  have  two,  some  three,  and  the  peaceable,  ' 
patient  ox  has  fonf,  the  food  passing  from  one  to  the  other 
before  reaching  the  intestinal  canal,  where  nntriment  is  sepa- 
rated from  the  useless  matter  with  which  it  was  united  before 
digestion  commenced. 

All  food  requires  a  preliminary  preparation  before  being 
swallowed.  Thus,  chewing,  grinding,  and  lubricating  it  by 
being  mixed  with  saliva, — a  product  of  glands  in  the  moutli  and 
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throat,— fiKalitetai  ite  descent  down  tlie  oeeoptiagiMy  and  fits  it 
for  being  more  readily  acted  upon  by  the  gaatrie  jnioe. 

The  preeence  of  food  in  the  stomach  stimnlates  its  inner 
lining  membrane  to  pour  out  a  thin,  bland  fluid,  which  is  a 
poweifnl  solvent. 

By  alternate  contractions  and  elongations  of  the  fibres  of 
that  marvellonsly  constmcted  organ,  the  mass  is  rolled  to  and 
fro,  so  that,  being  thoroughly  mixed  with  the  gastric  juice,  it  is 
changed  in  appearance  and  consistence,  preparatory  to  further 
yital  processes. 

Digestion  is  due  largely  to  a  succession  of  muscular  more- 
ments  commenced  at  the  base  of  the  tongue.  One  set  of  fibres 
takes  up  the  action  where  those  above  leave  the  morsel,  and 
thus  it  is  propelled  from  point  to  point,  till  it  falls,  by  its 
gravity,  into  the  receiving-pouch,  for  such  is  the  stomach 
ill  one  of  its  functions,  being  quiescent  till  the  cardiac  orifice 
doses. 

Teeth  deserve  a  more  extended  consideration  in  this  con- 
nection, than  can  be  bestowed  upon  them  at  this  stage  of 
investigation  of  the  laws  of  digestion. 

As  soon  as  they  have  ground  down  masses,  and  rendered 
them  pulpy,  soft,  and  easy  for  deglutition,  they  pass  through 
uplifted  arches  at  the  top  of  the  throat,  not  unlike  a  portcullis 
in  their  office.  Fairly  through,  the  gate  closes,  and  next  tliey 
are  passed  between  two  spongy  bodies,  the  tonsils,  the  use  of 
which  is  to  oil  them,  as  it  were,  to  prevent  friction  or  hindrance 
on  the  passage  down  the  tube  which  leads  to  the  stomach. 

Finally,  the  circular  and  longitudinal  muscular  threads  of 
which  the  oesophagus  is  constructed,  contracting  behind,  urges 
morsels,  assisted  by  gravity,  tiU  they  fall  into  the  membranous 
receptacle,  where  active  chemical  action  is  commenced. 
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Progress  of  Digestion. 


In  a  few  hours,  the  food  tlins  treated  mechanically  at  first 
passes  from  the  stomach  throngh  a  narrow  orifice,  controlled  by 
a  sphincter  muscle,  which  relaxes  or  spasmodically  closes  the 
orifice  according  to  the  sensation  it  receives  from  the  approach- 
ing mass  waiting  to  pass  throngh  the  pylorns,  into  the  npper 
portion  of  the  dnodennm,  the  first  section  of  the  intestinal  tube, 
spoken  of  by  old  writers  as  a  second  stomach  in  man. 

When  a  bit  of  bone,  for  example,  hns  been  accidentally 
swallowed, — a  nail,  a  metallic  button,  a  piece  of  money,  or, 
indeed,  anything  that  might  produce  irritation,  or  do  yiolence 
in  the  intestines,  it  is  not  allowed  to  proceed,  but  is  arrested  as 
a  prisoner  in  the  stomach,  where  it  is  acted  upon  by  the  gastric 
juice  till  reduced  to  dimensions  suitable  for  traversing  the 
whole  distance,  nearly  thirty  feet,  without  injury  to  the  delicate 
walls  of  the  canal,  then  it  is  permitted  to  proceed. 

The  circular  controlling  muscle  watching  over  the  safety  of 
parts  beyond,  is  a  vigilant  sentinel  that  rarely  ever  fails  of 
doing  faithful  dnty. 

Indigestible  articles,  or  rather  those  which  for  a  vety  long 
while  resist  the  decomposing  action  of  the  gastric  juice,  move 
up  to  the  pylorns  in  the  mass  waiting  for  exit  throngh  the 
gateway,  but  the  never-aleeping  watchdog — the  sphincter 
muscle — detects  the  effort,  and  invariably  drives  it  back. 

Unless  ejected  by  vomitation,  an  unwelcome  traveller, 
argent  to  go  on  the  jonmey  that  he  has  commenced,  may  be 
thus  retained  for  one  or  two  years,  and  then  be  found  in  the 
stomach,  if  composed  of  elements  on  which  the  gastric  solvent 
acts  very  slowly,  or  not  at  alL 
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Pennies^  thimblesy  ivory  and  mall  glaaa  baDa^  maiblea  and 
aiinilar  articlesi  the  playthings  of  childreni  aie  often  swallowed 
by  them.  When  amaller  than  the  ordinary  diameter  of  the 
pylonui  snch  bodies  are  permitted  to  pass  throngh  onmoleatedy 
and  they  are  soon  voided  without  producing  any  distnrbanoe 
or  injnry. 

If,  on  the  contrary,  they  are  too  large,  they  are  detained  till 
they  have  been  so  much  reduced  in  size  by  the  gastric  aecretioiiy 
as  to  pass  with  impunity. 

Balls  of  hair  are  frequently  found  in  the  maws  of  eatde^ 
when  shiughtered,  which  must  have  been  detained  there  a  very 
considerable  time,  and  which  never  could  have  been  removed 
on  accoxmt  of  their  siae,  nor  melted  down  to  smallv  dimenmona, 
because  their  compodtion  resisted  the  otherwise  powerfid 
chemical  energy  of  the  gastric  juice. 

They  are  of  various  dimensions,  in  cabinets  from  half  an 
inch  to  four  or  five  in  diameter,  and  usually  perfectly  globular, 
as  though  they  had  been  constantly  rolling  about  to  acquire 
that  symmetrical  form. 

In  the  season  of  shedding  their  hair,  cattle  are  in  the  habit 
of  currying  each  other  with  their  tongues.  The  surface  of  that 
flexible  organ  is  covered  with  projecting  eminences,  called 
papillae,  which  point  towards  the  gullet.  In  raking  off  loose 
hair,  it  accumulates  on  them  as  it  does  on  a  currycomb.  Not 
being  able  to  dislodge  such  accumulations,  and  eject  them  from 
the  mouth,  they  are  swallowed.  While  detained  in  the  first 
stomach,  additions  are  made  to  the  mass  from  time  to  time, 
which  are  matted  on  and  felted  there  by  mucous  fluids,  and, 
finally,  the  ball  becomes  not  only  large,  but  exceedingly  com- 
pact, and  hard  as  wood. 
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When  a  cud  is  raised  ta  the  month,  those  imprisoned  balls, 
unqncBtionably,  are  also  carried  to  tlie  cardiac  orifice,  through 
which  the  cud  ascends,  bnt  they  are  refused  a  pasrage.  The 
same  refusal  is  met  at  the  other  outlet  towards  the  intestine. 
This,  then,  explains  the  origin  and  detention  of  ench  bodies  in 
the  stomach  of  ruminants. 


Chemical  Potency  op  Gastric  Juice. 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  cases  on  medical  record,  demon- 
Btrating  the  irresistible  solvent  properties  of  the  gastric  jnioe — 
quite  as  intense  in  man,  and  nearly  as  concentrated  as  in  sharks 
and  serpents— occurred  in  Boston  over  fifty  years  ago,  in  the  per- 
son of  a  sailor  by  the  name  of  Cumings,  who  actnally  swallowed 
several  poctet^knives.  Abont  one  year  after  the  event,  two  of 
the  knives  had  entirely  disappeared.  The  third  was  more  than 
half  gone  when  the  patient  died  of  gastritis. 

Had  the  exact  character  of  the  case  been  nnderetood,  the 
surgeons  and  medical  gentlemen  in  attendance  at  the  hospital 
where  Cnmings  had  been  admitted,  not  believing  his  constant 
aenertion  that  he  had  penknives  in  his  stomach,  a  conree  of  tonic 
treatment  might  have  been  pursued  that  would  have  sustained 
him  till  Nature  had  completed  the  grand  process  of  dissolving 
them,  and  thus  relieving  the  poor  sufferer,  who  was  considered 
a  lunatic. 

When  food  arrives  at  the  intestine  from  the  stomach,  it 
meets  there  with  several  peculiar  secretions  from  small  glands 
imbedded  in  its  coats,  each  of  which  performs  a  specific  chemical 
action  on  what  is  passing  over  the  tract  of  their  location. 
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Bile  ob  Gall. 

About  twelve  inches  from  the  stomach,  gall  is  poured  into 
the  moving  mass,  and  various  fluids  from  ducts  opening  into  the 
interior  of  the  intestine.  A  little  lower,  pancreatic  fluid  is  in- 
troduced into  the  common  avenue,  which  converts  butter,  fat, 
oils,  etc.,  in  an  incredibly  short  time  into  an  emulsion,  which 
prepares  them  for  digestion.  Other^vise,  without  that  particular 
fluid,  those  aliments  would  pass  the  whole  length  of  the 
abdominal  tu1>e,  and  l>e  ejected  without  having  been  essentially 
altered,  or  imparting  any  nutrition  to  the  body. 

Lacteals. 

Still  lower  in  that  same  membranous  tube,  minute  ori- 
fices are  discoverable  in  its  walls,  opening  into  it.  Those  are 
extremely  numerous,  and  extend  through  the  entire  length,  but 
are  more  aggregated  into  clusters  in  some  places  than  others. 
Those  are  tlie  mouths  of  lacteal  vessels.  There  are  millions  of 
them  scarcely  larger  than  fine  needles.  Tlic  outer  extremity 
running  back,  ultimately  terminates  in  fleshy  bodies,  known  as 
mesenteric  glands.  It  is  the  office  of  those  lacteal  mouths  to 
suck  up,  from  the  mass  passing  by,  chyle, — a  sort  of  milky-look- 
ing fluid,  the  product  of  digestion,  which  is  carried  directly  into 
the  mesenteric  glands. 

After  remaining  a  little  while  there,  probably  mixing  with 
a  secretion  peculiar  to  themselves,  the  fluid  passes  out  through 
minute  tubes  on  the  opposite  side,  which  finally  empty  their 
contents  into  a  mealy-white  tube  lying  on  the  side  of  the  spine. 

Tlie  mesenteric  glands  are  way-stations,  where  the  milky 
fluid,  or  chyle,  undergoes  chemical  modifications  before  taking 
a  departure  for  the  thoracic  duct,  a  reservoir  into  which  the 
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rich  prodnct  of  digested  food,  that  which  alone  is  noorishment, 
is  conveyed. 

Lying  partly  in  front,  but  inclining  to  the  left  aide,  is  a 
white  aacending  tube,  nnder  the  name  of  thoracic  duct,  which 
finally  makes  a  graceful  curve,  and  enters  into  the  great  jngn- 
lar  vein  at  the  root  of  the  neck,  at  an  angle  formed  by  the  juno- 
tion  of  the  sahclavian  vein  frara  the  arm  with  the  jugular. 


Where  i 


!  Cbyle  goes. 


A  email,  gentle  flow  of  that  milky  fluid  is  constantly  mixing 
with  venotis  blood  from  the  left  arm  and  the  brain,  at  the  point 
described.  From  thence  the  new  white  fluid  unites  with  blood 
that  is  on  its  way  to  the  heart  to  be  revivified,  and  loses  its 
original  color  or  whitenesa. 

Thus  tracing  the  chyle  from  ita  origin,  we  ascertain  the 
manner  in  which  nature  provides  materials  for  sustaining  and 
keeping  in  repair  a  living  body. 

OlTGENATION. 

Although  material  for  making  blood  is  thus  explained 
mechanically,  one  fnrther  process  must  be  completed  to  vitalize 
the  mixture  and  fit  it  for  the  purposes  of  life. 

Being  carried  to  the  right  side  of  the  heart,  the  auricle  into 
which  it  is  received  contracts  and  forces  it  down  through  an 
orifice  into  the  ventricle,  a  strong  chamber. 

Tliat  next  contracts,  it  being  a  forcang-pomp  of  prodigious 
power,  and  drives  the  new  blood  np  through  the  pulmonary 
artery  into  the  lungs. 

When  in  the  lungs,  the  blood  thus  driven  in  is  distributed 
into  unnumbered  millions  of  fine  tubes  which  ramify  and 
^read  round  small  air-cells.    Next,  we  inhale  air,  which  die- 
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Am  mliiled  air,  tho  «*itii^  Uood  iabibM  finaa  k  iiijj,im,  miA 
Ifaia  tlia  langi  expel  the  eir,  dnt  ilniiniil  of  ^  eMOBtial  el^ 

BB^  iDd,  in  exptntion,  thnnr  eff  fsriiania  aeid  gM. 

The  Uood  is  now  yitdiaed  and  mdy  to  Mtt  if  mliiiiM. 
For  that  purpoaB,  being  collected,  it  ia  again  fiMoed  into  As 
amide  of  the  left  ttde  of  the  hflut  EVom  tinswa  it  ia  foned 
into  Ae  Tentricle  of  that  nde^  and  from  tlmee  drivfu  into  th* 
aarta,atnbeaboot  thrafr^naztcnof  aninchindiaoMler.  Hist 
ia  nltunatelj  tnbdiTided  into  amaller  and  anaDflr  azterie^  Ij 
iriiidb  the  blood  ia  freely  diatribnted  onr  and  ewnplaluly 
tfuoo^  enrj  portion  of  the  bodj,  aa  abeadj'  dnsribad  en. 
•  praoedingpage. 

A  DoiTBU  Hsux. 
The  right  and  left  ridea  id  the  heart  are  quite  indqiaideBt 
of  each  other  in  fonction.    There  have  been  eaaea  reoorded 

where  the  two  halree  were  eeparated  at  oornddonble  diataooe 
from  eadi  other.  Nature  inTuiablj  porsoee  a  Bjstem  of  eoo- 
nomj  in  all  her  beaatifol  worts,  and  this  nnioii  of  the  heart  of 
the  loDgB  with  the  heart  of  the  body  is  an  illoBtration  of  the 
principle.  By  joining  the  two,  less  space  was  reqaiied,  while 
moecal&r  power  was  gained  for  both. 

Snch  are  some  of  the  complicated  proceasea  on  which  Ufa 
depends.  A  brittle  thread,  at  best,  is  vitality,  bot  withoat  jut 
to  many  cords,  tubes,  and  tisenes,  there  wonld  be  neither  moticHi 
nor  conscioasoess. 

There  is  no  diSeresce  in  the  anatomical  sppeaiance  or  stroo. 
tnre  of  the  digestive  organs  of  males  and  females.  They  are 
precisely  alike.  The  secretion  of  natriment  and  its  final  difiii* 
don  in  norespeot  differ  in  the  two  sexes.  Thar  food,  there- 
fore, abonld  be  the  same. 
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Women,  in  the  Liglier  aocial  walks  of  society,  oftener 
deprave  tUetr  digestion  than  men,  by  subsisting  on  aliments 
too  eoneeotrated.  This  important  fact  is  purposely  repeated 
many  times  in  tliis  volume. 

In  tbe  relation  to  which  these  remarks  are  applied,  their  food 
is  not  bulky  enough,  and  consequently  the  alimentary  canal  U 
not  as  fully  diateuded  as  it  should  be. 

Some  take  food  in  too  small  quantities,  for  fear  of  obesity, 
and  hence  the  abdomijial  region  is  gaunt  aud  contracted,  thereby 
compressing  the  hollow  viscera  too  closely. 

Those  who  by  fi-ee  exercise  in  open  air  have  excellent  health, 
also  have  an  active  digestion  and  a  vigorous  appetite.  There 
IB  a  better  development  of  their  frames ;  and  both  strength, 
beauty,  energy  of  character,  and  those  qualities  which  distin- 
guish those  who  attain  distinction,  are  due  to  perfect  DUtritioa 
and  freedom  of  body  and  mind. 

The  foregoing  propositions  may  be  eonaidered  trifling  to 
tliose  who  have  given  no  special  thought  to  tbe  philosophy  of 
digestion.  But  tlie  soundest,  brightest,  and  most  promismg 
children  are  bom  of  mothers  who  have  a  good  digestion. 

Feeble,  sickly,  peevlsli  cliildren,  who  live  to  become  men  and 
women,  are  always  complaining  and  taking  medicine.  They 
had  mothers  from  whom  they  inherited  most  of  their  physical, 
to  say  nothing  of  their  moral  and  mental  disabilities. 

Nnmerous  functional  derangements,  together  with  gravo 
indispositions,  are  popularly  charged  to  the  liver.  It  is  an  oi^n 
uniformly  supposed  by  those  totally  ignorant  of  ita  officer  or 
construction,  to  have  a  controlling  influence  under  circum- 
stances where  it  probably  baa  none  at  all. 

^orae  physicians,  especially  those  the  least  qnalified  by  their 
anatomical  acquirements  to  give  a  correct  diagnosis,  find  it  a 
convenient  retreat  for  concealing  their  ignorance,  to  refer  to 
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that  organ  as  the  scat  of  many  morbid  oonditioiiB^  which  caanot 
be  readily  refuted  if  they  happen  to  be  wrong,  on  aooonnC  of 

its  locality. 

The  liver  is  a  gland  of  gigantic  size,  weighing  in  a  woman 
of  medium  stature  about  four  pounds.  Before  birth  it  is  vastly 
laigcr  and  wholly  disproportioncd  to  other  oigans  in  the  abdom- 
inal cavity,  as  they  appear  in  adults. 

A  reason  why  it  necessarily  has  such  dimensions  is  in  con- 
sequence of  having  nearly  all  the  circulating  blood  from  a 
maternal  source  sent  directly  to  it  At  birth,  with  the  first 
breath  of  the  infant,  one  half  the  blood  that  went  to  the  liver 
before  is  instantly  diverted  from  it  by  the  closing  of  a  valve  in 
the  middle  of  the  heart. 

In  consequence  of  being  thus  suddenly  deprived  of  so  much 
vitalizing  fluid,  the  liver  hardly  maintains  its  volume.  Certain 
it  is,  it  remains  stationary  in  size  for  a  long  whUe.  In  the 
meantime,  other  parts  which  were  somewhat  rudimentary,  as  it 
were,  or  imperfectly  developed,  grow  into  their  predestined 
proportions  and  assume  more  active  labors. 

From  blood  sent  into  the  liver,  gall,  that  intensely  bitter 
fluid,  is  secreted.  One  of  the  specific  uses  of  the  liver  is  to 
elaborate  that  extraordinary  product  from  venous  blood.  Arter- 
ies convey  florid,  vitalized  blood  to  the  intestines  and  digestive 
apparatus,  where  it  leaves  its  vitalizing  influence.  When  that 
is  extracted,  the  remainder  flows  through  another  set  of  vessels, 
veins,  which  carry  it  to  the  lungs,  to  be  recharged  with  oxygen 
from  inhaled  atmospheric  air.  On  its  way  there  it  is  compelled 
to  pass  through  the  liver,  and  from  it  certain  vessels  take  out 
of  it  bile,  and,  as  we  sliall  learn  in  the  sequel,  some  other 
products. 
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Intricate  Mechanism. 

No  mechaniBiD,  on  tlie  whole,  is  more  intricate  than  the 
network  of  tubes  by  which  bile  is  separated  from  the  passing 
current  of  venous  blood.  When  detached  or  drawn  aside  by 
itself,  a  transfer  of  it  to  the  gall-bladder,  where  it  is  stored 
for  after  occasions,  ia  one  of  the  great  curiosities  of  animal  con- 
struction. 

Physiologists,  with  all  their  ingenuity  and  indomitable 
perseverance,  have  not  yet  definitely  sctljed  the  question 
of  the  use  of  bile  in  the  economy.  That  it  is  of  importance 
in  digestion  can  hardly  be  doubted,  and  yet  there  are 
more  theories  extant  than  facts  to  show  where  it  goes,  or  what 
it  is  for. 

Bilious  affections,  bilious  stomachB,  a  bUions  habit,  and  such 
lite  expressions,  are  flippantly  banded  about  by  medical  practi- 
tioners as  they  are  by  persons  who  learn  them  as  parrots  do 
from  hearing  repetitiopa  of  the  same  phrases,  without  attaching 
any  meaning  to  the  words.  It  is  an  erideoce  of  ignorance 
rather  than  scientific  attainment,  when  gaessing  passes  for  pro- 
found pathological  acquirements. 

Too  much  ia  charged  to  the  poor  liver,  and  tons  of  pills 
and  useless  prescriptions  are  directed  to  the  correction  of 
faults  it  never  had — to  the  cure  of  diseases  in  which  it  had  no 
agency. 

Regarded  by  non-professional  persons  as  performing  offices 
which  it  does  not  perform,  their  deductions  are,  of  course, ' 
as  crude  as  those  who  pretend  to  more  knowledge  ^'ithout 
being  a  whit  wiser.  Bile  is  considered  a  terrible  foe  to  health 
in  common  parlance,  a  disorganizing  bugbear,  a  maker  of 
melancholy,  a  breeder  of  low  spirits,  jaundice,  arid  a  host  of 
other  misfortunes  that  beset  mankind. 
15 
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Allusion  has  already  been,  made  to  the  Bugar-making  aer- 
yiees  of  the  liver,  coupled  with  observations  on  its  complicated 
functions  before  and  after  birth.  It  being  a  comparatively 
recent  discoverN'^  that  man  and  all  the  lower  families  of  terres- 
trial  animals  carry  within  their  bodies  a  sugar-mill,  we  cannot 
pass  over  the  natural  provision  for  meeting  the  demands  of 
organic  life,  without  dwelling  particularly  on  that  remarkable 
function,  on  different  pages  of  this  work. 

DeSI AND  FOE  SuGAR  AND  BiLE. 

Sugar  must  be  provided  from  some  source.  If  it  does  not 
exist  in  sufBeient  abundance  in  the  food  of  each  day,  the 
deficiency  is  supplied  by  the  liver, 

Attaelicd  to  its  largest  lobe,  lying  underside  of  the  dia- 
phragm to  which  it  is  attached,  is  a  small  bag,  about  the  size 
and  form  of  a  small  pear,  into  which  bile  is  stored  for  fatnre 
use.  A  slender  duet  loads  from  it  to  the  first  portion  of  the 
small  intestine  some  twelve  or  more  inches  from  the  stomach. 
In  the  process  of  digestion  the  bile  flows  into  the  upper  end  of 
the  intestinal  tul)e,  and,  undoubtedly,  there  performs  an  active 
part  in  elieniic«a]ly  preparing  the  passing  food  for  yielding  tip 
its  nutritious  elements  ;  but  what  becomes  of  it  afterwards  has 
not  yet  been  positively  ascertained. 

Carnivorous  animals  secrete  more  bile  than  graminivorous ; 
and  ferocious  fishes,  as  sharks,  torpedoes,  wolf-fish,  etc.,  require 
far  more  than  social  dwellers  of  the  sea. 

Admitted  to  be  indispensable  to  perfect  digestion,  how  it 
acts,  or  what  becomes  of  the  quantities  secreted,  since  it  does 
not  pass  off  with  waste  materials  in  the  ordinary  manner,  very 
much  exercises  the  inquiring  minds  of  physiologists. 

That  noble  servant  of  man,  the  horse,  feeding  exclusively 
on  vegetable  food,  as  those  animals  do  which  chew  the  cud,  has 
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no  gall  bladder.  His  liver  is  of  ordinary  appearance  exteriorly. 
If  bile  is  secreted  in  tbe  horse's  liver,  where  are  the  excretory 
dncts  that  conduct  it  to  the  food  J  But  that  an  organ  of  such 
magnitude  and  weight,  occupying  eo  much  room,  has  no  ser- 
vice to  perform  after  birtli,  is  hardly  probable.  Ifataralista 
hare  tho  mortitication  to  acknowledge  the  impossibility,  at 
present,  of  explaining  its  tme  function  in  the  horse. 

Ignorant  as  we  are,  and  humiliating  as  is  the  confession, 
that  many  guess  at  much  they  do  not  understand,  tlie  diseaees 
of  the  li^er  are  of  a  character  to  perplex  and  baffle  the  inoet 
experienced  physicians. 

In  certain  climates  it  becomes  indurated,  enlarges  enor- 
mousiy,  and  begides,  scirrhoeity,  abscesses,  and  ulcerations  are 
common  in  all  climates,  as  a  penalty  for  violating  sanitary 
laws,  which  can  never  be  pursued  for  any  great  length  of 
time  without  a  fearful  eoDStitutional  reckoning. 

Malarious  influences  emanate  from  the  ground  in  warm, 
moist  regioDS,  where  vegetable  decomposition  tills  the  air  with 
something  neither  seen  nor  tasted,  but  which,  nevertheless, 
when  inlialed,  jiroduces  extraordinary  disturbance  in  tbe  liver 
of  man.  Thus,  fever  and  ague  are  derived  from  that  source, 
while  another  condition  of  tlie  atmospliere  iu  the  East  Indies 
give*  rise  to  various  enlargements  and  hardness,  which  defy 
the  ordinary  resources  of  medicine. 

Authors  have  not  sufficiently  investigated  the  effects  of 
certain  kinds  of  food  in  the  pro<inction  of  anomalons  disorders 
of  that  viscus.  That  the  profligate  use  of  curry  in  the  £aet 
Indies — a  fiery  hoi  powder  made  of  red  pepper,  mustard, 
tanneric,  and  perhaps  a  dozen  other  ingredients,  which  wonld 
excoriate  the  ekin,  externally  applied,  abont  as  quickly  as  a 
burning  coal, — taken  into  the  stomach  at  every  meal  for  years  in 
cncceeeion,  mnst,  in  the  nature  of  things,  derange  not  only  tlie 
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0toinach,  but  as^oeUted  organs.  So  it  may  be  admitted,  ixuu»* 
much  as  ciirry-eaters  have  indurated  livers,  that  pecnliar  appe- 
tizing; compound  has  some  agency  on  the  organ. 

Whiskey,  rum,  or,  indeed,  any  of  the  fiery  strong  liquors  dis- 
gracefully in  re«iuest  in  this  whiskey-smitten  nation,  acta  bane- 
fully  on  the  liver.  Those  who  keep  themselves  stimulated  by 
the  needless  use  of  distilled  spirits,  must  break  down  under  its 
undennining  tendency.  Medicine  furnishes  no  cure  for  an  en- 
largeil  or  schirrus  liver. 

When  it  becomes  diseased  in  any  way,  then  there  is  a  failure 
to  perform  the  oflice  for  which  it  was  mainly  designed, 
and,  coni?equently,  the  whole  IxKly  quickly  betrays  its  need 
of  s«>incthing  it  formerly  had,  in  a  yellowish,  or  rather,  a 
deadly  hue  of  the  skin,  loss  of  flesh  and  strength,  and  waning 
health. 

Xcxt,  that  which  is  required  is  a  sufficiency  of  saccharine 
matter,  from  which  arc  elaborated,  by  vital  processes,  elements 
to  1)L'  jjistrilnited  for  tlie  benefit  of  the  whole  body,  and  perhaps, 
toD,  for  the  iiiiinl. 

The  liver,  in  s^liort,  manufactures  sugar.  It  is  not  exactly 
rtii;.^ar  of  the  sIiojm  in  appearance,  but  a  sweetish  paste,  that 
t:ik<-s  tlie  nanio  of  glucose. 

TIm*  mass  of  the  liver  appears  to  be  made  up,  in  bulk,  of  an 
Iiiimiciih;  congeries  of  arteries,  veins,  nerves,  lymphatics,  bile- 
iiil»*M,  ligaiiKMits,  and  a  semi-elastic  tissue,  which  serves  as  a  bed 
to  krrp  all  those  diHerent  parts  from  interfering  with  each 
other. 

When  this  natural  sugar-mill  turns  off  more  sugar  than  the 
HyHt(?ni  re<jnire.s,  it  is  recognized  as  a  disease  known  as  diabetes. 
Nature  has  but  on(^  convenient  way  of  carrying  off*  the  excess, 
and  that  is  by  dissolving,  and  floating  it  away  to  the  kidneys. 
Those  organs  w»j)anite  the  sugar  from  the  blood  in  which  it 
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arrives,  and  forwards  it  to  the  bladder  to  be  Voided.  By  boil- 
ing tbe  urine,  the  sugar  may  be  collected,  very  much  resembling 
ordinarj  brown  sugar. 

Diseased  Liters. 

Severely  as  the  liver  suffers 'from  over-excitation  by  drink- 
ing ardent  spirits,  an  instructive  article  might  be  written  on  tbe 
imnecessary  medication  to  which  the  whole  system  is  subjected 
by  the  mistakes  of  pbysiciaiiB,  who  blindly  pursue  a  course  of 
practice  based  on  a  theoretic^  condition  of  tbe  liver,  for  which 
the  poor  stomach  is  intolerably  dosed.  TLere  is  no  more  direct 
means  of  reaching  the  liver  in  any  of  tlie  morbid  conditions  to 
which  it  is  predisposed  from  climate,  abuse,  or  from  dissipated 
habits,  than  through  tbe  circuitous  route  of  the  circulation. 

Mercury  was  formerly  prescribed  immoderately,  on  tbe  Bup- 
pofiition  that  the  liver  was  answerable  for  at  leaot  half  the  ills  to 
which  humanity  is  incident.  Salivations,  ulcerated  toneila, 
loose  teeth,  inflamed  gums,  and  even  caries  of  the  bones  were 
the  result  of  that  one-idea  practice  now  obsolete.  But  the  liver 
was  too  frequently  the  focus  to  which  nauseous  preparations 
were  directed,  when  it  wae,  perhaps,  in  no  way  involved. 

It  ia  impossible  for  any  medicine  to  reach  the  liver  directly. 
There  is  no  tube  or  avenoe  opening  between  the  stomach  and 
liver.     Therefore,  it  is  ridiculous  to  suppose  the  latter  can  be    I 
acted  npon  in  any  other  manner  than  through  tbe  blood.  I 

Some  persons,  more  dbtinguialied  for  general  intelligence 
than  their  knowledge  of  anatomy,  speak  of  ulcers,  or  abeoesees 
of  tbe  liver,  which  discharge  into  the  stomach.  That  is 
positively  impossible,  unless  an  opening  has  been  ulcerated 
through  various  tissues,  and  lastly,  through  the  walls  of  the 
stomach,  before  any  such  imaginary  commnnication  can  be 
established. 
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IIa<itily  fattened  cattle,  stuffed  with  rich  food  faster  than  it 
can  he  appmpriately  digested,  or  fed  on  warm  slopSi  become 
singularly  disordered  in  their  liver.  Ked  spots,  ragged,  ulcerated 
])atclics  on  the  upper  surface,  and  enlai^gement,  evidently  show 
that  ]>n>i>erties  niay  he  introduced  into  the  circnliition,  which, 
on  arriving  at  the  liver,  are  arrested,  and  stopping  there,  throw 
the  organ  into  a  morbid  state  of  action. 

Ilyj^ertrophy,  induration,  and  abscesses  are  conditions  of  the 
liver  in  men  who  have  no  mercy  on  themselves  by  ezcessiye 
indulgence  in  strong  liquors.  Women  rarely  have  diseaaed 
livers.  Happily,  they  have  a  nicer  sense  of  propriety.  Their 
livers  seldom  become  disorganized,  or  suffer  from  those  hepatic - 
woes  that  beset  tipplers. 

But  women  induce  hepatic  difSculties  by  a  custom  in  dress, 
indicatcil  by  a  yellowish,  tallowish  complexion,  usually  asso- 
ciate<I  with  a  depraved  appetite. 

Ti^lit-lacing  compresses  the  right  lobe,  lying  just  behind.the 
short  ribs;  if  tlic  waist  is  closely  girded,  that  part  of  the  organ 
is  pressed  into  close  quarters,  which  must  interfere  with  a  free 
circulation  of  the  various  fluids  which  it  secretes,  independently 
of  arterial,  venous,  and  l>iliary  currents. 

If  the  bile  is  impeded  in  its  progress  to  the  gall-bladder,  or 
from  thence  into  the  intestines,  in  consequence  of  ligating  the 
waist,  very  serious  consequences  are  liable  to  follow. 

Here  is  found  an  explanation  of  an  often  asked  question, 
Why  young  ladies  are  so  frequently  tinged  with  yellow,  accom- 
panied by  indigestion?  The  bile  is  obstructed  by  compression 
of  the  liver,  by  waists  of  dresses  and  belts,  and  being  taken 
back  into  the  system  by  absorbments,  is  diffused  over  the  body, 
and  escapes  through  the  skin.  Jaundice  is  simply  that 
condition, — the  bile  not  flowing  off  through  the  pipes 
in  which   it  should  go,  owing  either  to  exterior  mechanical 
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compression,  gall-stone8|    or   an    inflammation    which   doses 
ihem. 

A  celebrated  mann&ctnrer  of  corsets,  having  satisfied  her- 
self that  women  will  wear  them — which  is  admitting  there  is 
no  necessity  for  that  kind  of  abdominal  support — ^has  invented 
a  substitute.  It  may  be  worn  with  comfort,  as  it  neither  com- 
presses the  chest,  ribs,  nor  the  sternum.  Her  object  is  simply 
to  hold  up  the  bowels,  so  that  they  cannot  be  forced  down  upon 
the  pelvic  viscera.  Having  the  confidence  of  physicians,  the 
inventress  has  extensive  patronage,  because  the  contrivance 
actually  relieves  the  pdvic  oigans  from  invasions  which  ordi- 
nary stays  produce. 


CHAPTER   XVIIL 
TuBiB  Orowth. 

Men  Taller  than  Women — Male   Animals— Phjaleal   Aflpeet— Leii^^    of 
Lower  Extrrmitirs — OMeous  Development — Saapenfiion  of  ffrmrth 
Inner  Capacity  of  the  Cheat,  Broad,  Narrow — Short  Nedu. 

EvEBY  eireumstancc  in  the  history  of  an  individual  life,  in  a 
physical  n6{H.>ct,  must  be  influenced  by  laws  which  govern  all 
organized  1x>dies.  Even  inorganic  forms  are  regulated  by  fixed 
laws  also,  since  there  is  nothing  transpiring  by  chance. 

There  is  a  law  of  limitation  in  the  growth  of  men  and 
women,  operating  infallibly  in  the  formation  of  each  and  all 
tissues,  by  which  proportions  are  established.    . 

Men  ordinarily  are  taller  than  women,  and  stronger.  Males 
of  all  orders  arc  usually  superior  in  size,  and  muscular  force  in 
them  is  also  proportionately  superior  to  that  of  females  of  their 
kindred.  Such  is  particularly  the  case  with  quadrupeds  and 
birds.  They  are  more  beautiful,  too, — more  imposing  in  their 
physique  and  bearing.  Females  are  smaller,  and  destitute  of 
those  markings  or  colorings  which  are  distinguishing  beauties,, 
including  manes,  fringed  limbs,  brilliant  feathers,  and  other 
exterior  appointments  that  give  character  to  the  males. 

Woman,  however,  transcends  in  beauty  of  form,  facial  ex- 
pression, and  in  the  impression  she  makes  on  the  spectator. 

Among  reptiles,  usually,  the  female  is  the  largest.  A  law 
of  positive  necessity  operates  in  favor  of  that  oversize  above  the" 
male.  The  enormous  number  of  eggs  some  of  them  extrude, 
or  the  number  of  young  incubated  within  their  own  bodies. 
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requires  room  for  the  expansion  of  oviducta  in  which  they  are 
carried. 

Thus  there  are  oviparous  and  Tiviparous  reptiles.   Some  void 
♦heir  eggs  to  be  incubated  by  the  solar  rays,  while  others  have  . 
them  hatched  in  the  abdominal  cavity. 

Birds,  being  of  a  higher  tj-pe,  have  their  eggs  developed  so 
that  one  is  voided  daily,  or  once  in  two  or  three  days,  ripening 
BO  orderly  and  rapidly  too,  that  a  larger  pouch  is  not  needed. 
If  their  eggs  all  matured  at  once,  ae  in  a  turtle,  a  fish,  or  in 
thousands  of  insects,  in  parcels,  whicli  are  estruded  at  intervals 
of  one  or  two  weeks,  the  bulk  of  the  eggs  laid  in  twenty  days 
would  equal,  if  not  exceed,  in  bulk  the  body  from  which  they 
were  extruded. 

Some  tribes  of  fishes  have  amazing  fecundity,  actually  pro- 
ducing millions  of  egga  in  a  single  season,  "Were  they  brought 
together,  their  combined  weight  would  exceed  the  weight  of 
the  individual  in  which  they  were  formed  by  twenty-fold, 

The  rapidity  of  development  of  some  insect  eggs  in  a  single 
day,  from  mere  specs  scarcely  discernible,  into  fully  distended 
globes  almost  as  large  as  peas,  illustrates  in  another  form  the 
extreme  activity  of  vital  force  when  aided  by  light,  heat,  and 
moisture. 


Tall  ob  Seost. 

Why  a  man  ceases  to  grow  taller  on  reaching  six  feet,  six 
feet  four  inches  or  more,  or  why  growth  is  ever  arrested  in 
the  process  of  osseous  elongation,  is  quite  beyond  the  ken  of 
modem  philosophy.  Theories  prove  nothing,  while  facta  cannot 
be  jostled  out  of  sight.  Speculations  on  this  point,  therefore, 
are  to  no  purpose. 

Admitting  that  men  rarely  exceed  six  feet  in  any  country, 
if  a  few  happen  to  exceed  that  ordinary  standard  of  limitation, 
15« 
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they  are  called  giants.  Why  women  rarely  reach  the  same 
measarc,  is  qnitc  as  difficult  to  explain  as  the  other  propoaition. 
A  difference  in  height  depends  almost  entirely  on  the  length 
of  the  lover  extremities  in  both  sexes. 

From  the  crown  of  the  head  to  the  ischiatic  knobs, — two 
points  on  which  we  sit, — there  is  not  much  variation  in  the 
measure.  Males  and  females  have  an  equal  number  of  bones, 
and  the  distance  between  these  two  starting-points  is  about  the 
same.  Below,  however,  the  length  of  the  thigh-bones  deter- 
mines the  stature  of  the  individual. 

Some  singular  anomalies  are  noticed  occasionally,  whidi 
seem  at  first  view  to  contradict  a  received  opinion  respecting 
the  laws  of  growth. 

George  W.  Crawford,  of  Sciota  county,  Ohio,  fifteen  years 
of  age,  in  the  autumn  of  1869,  was  six  feet  and  one  inch  tall, 
measuring  around  his  shoulders  three  feet  eleven  inches; 
around  his  hips,  forty-two  inches ;  around  the  chest,  forty-one 
inches ;  and  he  weighed  two  hundred  and  eight  pounds. 

Benjamin  F.  Kiplinger,  of  Bush  county,  Indiana,  about  the 
same  period,  wlio  was  fifteen  years  old  September  20,  1869, 
stood  six  feet  eight  inches,  measuring  around  his  shoulders 
fifty-seven  inches,  forty-six  around  his  chest,  forty-six  around 
tlie  hips,  and  weighed  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  pounds, — 
wearing  number  twelve  shoes ! 

Seated  at  table,  on  the  same  level,  men  and  women,  talken 
indiflferently,  appear  to  be  about  equal  in  height,  there  being 
only  a  slight  deviation  from  a  horizontal  line  passing  above 
their  heads.  On  rising,  some  are  exceedingly  tall  and  others 
remarkably  short.  The  difference  is  found  in  the  femoral 
bones.  From  the  knee  to  the  instep,  the  tibia  and  fibula,  or 
leg-bones,  are  correspondingly  short  also,  to  conform  to  propor- 
tions above  the  articulations. 


THE  WAYS  OF  WOMEN.  235 

At  birth  the  lower  limbs  are  very  short  and  small,  quite 
disproportioned  to  the  scale  of  development  of  the  npper  ex- 
tremities, which  ia  explained  by  the  well-known  fact  that  they 
receive  bnt  a  limited  amoant  of  blood  while  in  ntero.  Imme- 
diately after  birth,  hlood  which  circulated  in  the  placenta, 
diverted  from  the  iliac  arteries,  is  then  sent  into  the  legs.  But 
they  seldom  attain  in  females  the  length  of  the  lo^er  ex- 
tremities of  males,  even  when  the  nutrition  is  increased  by  an 
increased  flow  of  blood.  Hence,  women  are  generally  below 
the  stature  of  adult  males.  Exceptions  to  the  rule  are  con- 
sidered anomalies. 

Blood  is  circulated  very  nearly  alike  in  both  sexes,  but  the 
extension  of  bones  is  more  actively  carried  on  in  boys  than  in 
girls,  in  hones  below  the  pelris. 

This  law  ■of  osseous  development  presents  matter  for  con- 
aideration  in  regard  to  life-insurance  investigations.  Physical 
ngns  of  longevity  in  man  was  a  prize  essay  a  few  years  since, 
published  by  a  Life  Insurance  office  of  New  York,  sbonnd- 
ing  in  very  curious  facts  not  very  generally  known  in  relation 
to  life  limitation.     Some  of  them  were  as  follows : 

First, — Brothers  and  sisters  of  the  same  parentage,  reared 
under  precisely  the  same  circumstances  as  regards  food,  clothing, 
ventilation  of  apartments,  etc.,  have  different  statures  when  they 
arrive  at  adult  age.  Yet  at  birth,  and  through  the  developing 
periods  of  childhood  and  adolescence,  they  were  apparently  in- 
fluenced, physically,  precisely  alike. 

Unquestionably,  therefore,  there  are  causes  operating  dia- 
advantageonsly,  at  times,  for  the  growth  of  parts,  if  not  of  the 
whole  body.  In  dwarfo,  the  deposition  of  ossific  material  stops 
suddenly.  It  may  happen  soon  after  birth,  or  at  any  period 
between  the  second  and  third  year.  Occasionally  the  process 
of  growth  ceases  in  a  single  limb,  or  it  may  in  both  bo  exactly 
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at  the  same  time  as  to  leave  tliem  of  the  same  length.  From 
some  unknown  cause^  essential  elements  cease  to  be  any  longer 
deposited. 

While  tlicro  is  a  progressive  development  in  the  system, 
and  all  the  mechanism  is  being  enlarged  in  volume  and  per- 
fected, there  is  intense  activity.  By  and  by,  however,  the 
law  of  limitation  puts  a  stop  to  those  long-continued  internal 
operations. 

Ossification  is  then  completed,  the  muscles  are  full  and 
strong.  The  future  secretion  and  deposition  of  lime  and  other 
earthly  components  of  bones,  instead  of  being  gathered  in  auch 
abundance  as  formerly  from  food,  are  only  just  enough  to  keep 
those  solid  parts  in  repair. 

m 

Strekgth  of  Bones  and  theib  Decay. 

An  impression  is  entertained  that  bones  of  tall  persons  are 
more  easily  fractured  than  those  of  short  people.  Cylindrical 
bones,  as  the  thigh  and  ann,  when  particularly  long,  are  less 
in  diameter  than  the  same  bones  in  those  of  short  stature. 

As  individuals  advance  in  age,  gelatine — the  mortar  that 
holds  the  bony  particles  together  like  bricks  in  an  edifice — is 
secreted  less  actively,  and  its  adhesive  properties  are  also  en- 
feebled. Finally,  the  quantity  is  so  much  diminished,  the 
bones  of  aged  persons  are  easily  broken.  A  sparseness  of  that 
natural  glue  explains  why  their  fractured  bones  unite  slowly, 
or  sometimes  not  at  all. 

If,  as  some  surgeons  suggest,  broken  bones  of  short  patients 
unite  quicker  than  those  of  tall  ones,  all  other  circumstances 
being  equal  in  respect  to  age,  attentions,  etc.,  it  must  be  due  to 
a  more  rapid  circulation  in  the  first,  in  whom  the  pulsations  are 
quickest  and  most  energetic. 
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It  ia  &  fiict  that  vital  force  is  strongest  in  short  people.  The 
blood  has  not  so  far  to  move,  and  there  ie  less  retardation  of  the 
current  from  friction,  admitting  that  carves  and  short  angles  ia 
arteries  and  veins  ofler  some  resistance. 

A  general  impression  is  entertained  among  close  observera, 
that  longevity  appertains  to  persons  rather  nnder  size  than  to 
the  tall. 

A  broad,  fnll  cliest  does  not  always  belong  to  a  tall  man  or 
woman.  On  the  contrary,  those  under  size  are  rarely  fragile  in 
form,  or  narrow  across  the  thorax. 

When  the  inner  capacity  of  the  chest  admits  of  a  perfectly 
full  inflation  of  the  lungs,  tiie  prospect  of  life  is  greater  than, 
in  a  constricted  cavity  where  the  organs  cannot  have  play 
enongh  to  oxygenate  the  volume  of  blood  sent  to  them. 

Short  Women. 

When  solidification  of  the  leg  bones  progresses  slowly,  there 
ia  commonly  an  active  ossification  taking  place  in  the  spinal 
column.  Hannonions  architectural  proportions  are  not  main- 
tained ia  women  as  in  men.  There  are  more  short  females  than 
males.  Perhaps  it  may  be  there  is  a  predominance  of  short 
men  in  a  thousand,  but  whether  tall  or  short,  the  scale  of  pro- 
portions is  superior  in  the  tall. 

Among  a  thousand  females  of  all  conditions  of  life,  the 
short  imraeasorably  ontnmnber  the  tall — the  upper  parts  of  their 
bodies  being  generally  better  developed  than  the  lower,  which 
are  not  in  exact  proportion  with  the  scale  above  the  pelvic  arch. 

A  lady  may  have  a  finely-developed  chest,  a  round  full 
bust,  well-set  shoulders,  and  a  beautiful  neck,  while  the  thigh 
bones  are  so  very  imperfectly  developed  that  she  ia  dispropoi- 
tionately  short. 
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Ever}'  internal  organ,  embracing  the  entire  oontenta  of  the 
thorax,  alxlomen,  and  polviB,  are  quite  as  lai^  and  perfect  in 
function  as  in  those  ladies  who  are  tall.  The  only  anatomical 
differcn(H!t  is  to  be  found  in  the  length  of  the  bones  in  the  infe- 
rior extremities. 

A  lady  distinguished  for  a  particularly  long  neck,  swan-like 
in  gracefulness,  may  be  considered  to  have  an  imperfect  cheat, 
and,  therefore,  her  life  expectation  is  not  as  good  as  that  of  one 
of  the  same  age  and  physical  condition  whose  neck  is  an  inch 
shorter. 

An  explanation  of  this  law  of  probability  is  found  in  the 
osseous  stnicture.  All  men  and  women  ha^e  twenty-four  bones 
in  the  vertebral  column,  seven  of  which  are  usually  in  the  neck. 
Those  twenty-four  blocks,  which,  collectively,  are  called  the 
spine,  arc  singularly  locked  together  to  prevent  them  from 
sliding  out  of  place. 

Occasionally  an  anomaly  is  recognized  in  the  distribution  of 
these  bones.  There  should  be  always  seven  in  the  neck,  twelve 
in  the  back,  and  five  in  the  loins.  But  when  the  neck  is  un- 
usually long,  it  has  eight  blocks.  That  takes  one  from  the 
dorsal  range,  leaving  only  eleven  in  the  back. 

That  circumstance  necessarily  makes  the  chest  just  the 
depth  of  the  missing  bone  smaller,  in  its  vertical  direction, 
than  it  would  have  been  had  it  remained  where  it  is  usually  to 
be  found. 

Capacity  of  the  Female  Chest. 

The  lungs  and  heart,  as  a  natural  consequence,  are  compelled 
to  act  in  a  smaller  cavity.  That  being  the  actual  condition, 
those  vital  organs,  on  which  the  preservation  of  life  depends, 
are  cramped,  and  their  expansion  limited  in  the  performance  of 
their  functions. 
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Tiine,  if  the  langa  hare  not  room  enotigh  for  full  inflation, 
■  nor  the  heart  for  its  diastole,  the  conEequences  are  unfavorable 
for  long  life. 

Here,  then,  is  a  plain  mechanical  demonstration  of  the 
anomaly  of  a  long  neck,  and  the  consequences  resulting  from 
dinumshing  the  capacity  of  the  cheat. 

When  the  neck  is  remarkably  short,  it  may  have  seven  bones 
in  its  composition,  bnt  they  may  be  so  thin  as  to  be  a  deviation 
from  the  type  which  nature  in  most  eases  prescribeB. 

Thns,  the  chest  may  be  full  and  broad,  while  the  physician 
recognizes  in  that  kind  of  short  neck  a  tendency  to  apoplexy. 
Irregularities  or  excesses  of  any  kind,  including  sndden  excite 
ments,  pain,  stimulants  taken  into  tlie  stomach,  excessive 
paroxysms  of  rage,  hatred,  love,  or  joy,  drive  blood  into  the 
brain  faster  than  the  veins  condnct  it  away,  and  sadden  death 


With  a  short  neck  and  large  cheet  the  heart  acts  with  great 
energy,  forcing  blood  into  the  brain  and  deranging  it,  on 
account  of  the  inability  of  the  veins  to  carry  it  away  fast 
enough.     This  is  apoplexy. 


CHAPTER   XIX. 
Their  Eyes. 

Force  of  Oculnr  Expression — Wearing  Glasses — Desiring  to  Appear  Near- 
lighte<l — Fatihionable  to  liave  Defective  Vision — ^Abuse  of  the  Organ— 
Eves^ight  of  Animals  in  General — Do  without  Glasses  if  Possible. 

For  brilliancy,  no  gems  compare  with  the  eyes  of  a  beautiful 
woman. 

Examples  are  unnecessary  for  establishing  the  truth  of  this 
declaration.  There  is  a  fascination,  a  bewildering  influence  in 
a  paif  of  bright  eyes  that  moves  and,  indeed,  clectrifiea  the 
ronghi'st  specimens  of  manhood  with  undefined  emotions. 

Fine  eyes  are  potent  engines.  Wlien  the  features  are  syin* 
metrically  moulded,  eyes  of  some  hues  are  irresistibly  powerfuL 
Set  off  advantageously  by  long  silken  lashes,  a  sweet  expression 
is  the  highest  type  of  female  loveliness. 

]\[cn  cannot  explain,  even  to  themselves,  how  or  what  it  is 
that  moves  them  so  mysteriously  in  coming  into  the  presence 
of  a  handsome  woman.  It  is  admitted  there  is  an  irresistible 
force  set  in  motion,  but  in  what  manner  it  takes  such  hold  is 
not  of  easy  explanation. 

That  magnetism — an  unseen  agent — is  the  instrumentality 
with  which  women  are  made  more  potent  than  the  strongest 
men,  cannot  be  questioned.  It  is  more  than  an  equivalent  for 
large  bones  and  elephantine  muscles. 

Men  brave  tempests,  dare  enemies  in  bloody  combats,  look- 
ing destruction  in  the  face  with  unflinching  energy.    Woman 
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Bhrioks  back  in  timid  consciousness  of  being  unable  to  battle 
physically  for  ber  riglits.  In  the  very  posture  she  assiiines,  tbe 
expreseiou  she  exhibits,  and  the  delicacy  of  her  organization,  she 
is  more  than  a  match  for  giants  when  they  offer  violence. 

"When  an  incensed  woman  fixes  a  withering  glance  on  a 
wretch  who  threatens  to  do  her  wrong,  or  calls  lier  honor  in 
gnestion,  the  height  of  her  scorn  is  nnbearable.  Such  a  villain 
suddenly  towers  beneath  her  eearcliing  indignation,  and  wilta 
way  from  her  heroic  presence. 

Hegardleea  of  color,  the  eyea  singularly  harmonize  with  the 
featores.      Complexion  and  general  corporeal  expression  ia  a 
I  study  gifted  artists  have  not  yet  mastered,  although  they  have 
P  been  pursuing  their  investigations  since  the  days  of  Apelles. 


VlBIOIf, 

Perfect  vision  ia  marred,  and,  indee<l,  the  eyes  that  were 
perfect,  and  would  have  remained  ao  through  the  ordinary  cir- 
cnmstancea  of  life,  are  seriously  injured  now-a-^laya  by  the  c&- 
t  price  of  fashion. 

IsFLAUED  Eyes. 


Inflammation  of  the  conjunctiva,  the  first  membrane  over 
I  the  front  of  tlie  globe,  delicately  thin  and  transparent,  is  kept 
slightly  inflamed  by  too  mnch  light.     The  pupil^ — a  round  win- 
dow tlirough  which  light  reaches  the  posterior  wall  of  the  eye — 
scape  injury,  if  tlie  outer  membrane  becomes  either 
i  or  clouded.     Both  of  those  conditions  may  be  indneed 
r  preparations  witli  a  view  to  making  the  eyos  more 
It  is  a  weakness  of  a  very  extensive  class  of  ladies, 
lir  desire  to  make  them  piercing,  or,  as  they  imagine, 
ating,  cannot  be  convinced  those  preparotioiis  they 
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nse  arc  lamentably  injuriona.  An  irritant  that  inflames  anj 
aurtUcc  extends  its  influence  beyond  where  it  ia  applied.  Any- 
thing that  directly  ofTonds  the  irritable  anterior  surface  of  the 
eye,  instantly  brings  a  flood  of  tears  to  wash  it  away.  Streaks  of 
blood  are  simply  nn  engorgement  of  minute  vessels,  which,  un- 
molested, are  invisible  behind  the  conjunctival  membrane. 

Inflammations  thus  exhibited  conclusively  prove  there  has 
been  some  wrong-doing,  or  incidental  exposure  to  caosea  which 
produce  that  condition. 

When  an  inflammation  is  established,  and  the  vessels  nnder 
the  conjunctival  membrane  lying  on  the  selerotica,  or  white  of 
the  eye,  become  strongly  defined,  if  not  subdued,  they  majr 
slioot  across  the  pupil,  forming  a  veil  tliat  would  obstruct  the 
passage  of  light. 

When  there  is  a  sensation  under  the  lids  like  particles  of 
sand,  it  indicates  the  development  of  projecting  fleshy  granules 
on  the  under  surface,  which  chafe,  and  still  further  increase  in- 
flammation by  the  movements  of  the  eye.  The  friction  is 
intolerably  painful  in  some  cases,  accompanied  by  an  intolerance 
of  light.  Improper  applications  to  the  organs,  in  the  form  of 
washes  or  unguents,  keep  up  a  continued  irritation  that  may  re- 
sult in  the  production  of  granulation  or  other  equally  severe 
afflictions. 

Some  persons  are  predisposed  to  a  preternatural  irritability 
of  the  margins  of  the  eyelids.  They  have  a  red,  inflamed  ap- 
pearance, generally  aggravated  by  a  sudden  cold,  a  particularly 
strong  light,  or  exposure  to  winds  laden  with  dust. 

A  peculiar  ferreted  appearance  of  the  lids,  which  is  a  chronic 
inflammation  of  their  most  exposed  mucous  surface,  is  attended 
by  another  inconvenience  that  may  degenerate  into  a  formidable 
malady,  if  too  long  neglected.  It  is  a  gluing  together  of  the 
edges  of  the  upper  and  lower  lids  by  th^  flow  during  sleep  of 
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nn  adlieeive  eecretion,  elowlj  Bolable  in  cold  water.  Tepid 
water  Beparates  tliem  pretty  readily. 

A  continaed  use  oC  coemetiea,  apparently  perfectly  harinles^ 
not  nnfreqaently  do  great  injury  to  the  eyea  of  ladles  who 
indulge  in  that  reprelieneible  prtictice  of  attempting  to  improve 
upon  Nature. 

Eyee  are  constructed  upon  philoeopliical  principles,  so  per- 
fect witlj  reference  to  the  laws  of  light,  that  they  cannot  be 
tampered  with,  nor  readjnsted  easily  when  once  disordered. 
The  refractive  power  of  the  lens  may  be  altered  by  violence 
inflicted  on  the  exterior  of  the  globe. 

So  much  of  our  knowledge,  happiness,  and  every-day  com- 
fort depends  on  a  sound,  perfect  condition  of  our  eyes,  we  can- 
not be  too  choice  of  them.  They  are  too  precious  to  be  jeopard- 
ized under  the  treatment  of  ignorant,  eelf-anuounced  oculists. 

Weakino  Glabsbs. 

Many  charming  faces  are  completely  bereft  of  the  expree- 
Bion  they  would  have  had,  nnmnlested  by  the  silly  desire  of 
otlicrwiee  sensibte  ladies,  for  wearing  glasses.  An  uuaccotmt- 
able  disposition  to  have  it  supposed  tliat  they  have  defective 
vision,  is  another  strange  phase  in  the  vagaries  of  fashion. 
To  be  near-sighted  is  a  coveted  grace. 

In  some  departments  of  elevated  society,  nothing  is  more 
common  than  to  see  young  ladies  harnessed  in  S]>ectacles,  or 
peering  through  an  eyeglass  at  their  famiiiar  acquaintances  on 
the  side-walk,  as  though  it  were  extremely  diSicnlt  to  see 
them  at  all. 

None  but  fops  or  idle  pretenders  of  both  sexee,  who  ape 
the  artificial  manners  of  some  polar  star  in  faaliionable  circles, 
think  of  making  tbcmeelres  ndicolons  in  that  particular  way. 
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It  10  ocmduBive  evidence  of  their  ▼init7  aud  mental 
An  eyeglasB  dangling  from  a  q>lendid  chain  ia  a  coveted 
oniament  for  a  drawing-roooL  To  be  eqninting  through  it  at 
wall-pictures,  or  closely  examining  an  object  that  a  blind  noan 
might  almost  see,  by  those  who  have  no  imiperfection  of  viaion, 
is  a  common  folly. 

Everything,  near  or  distant,  must  be  scmtiniaed  thiynigfa  an 
eyeglass.  Not  because  they  cannot  see,  but  simply  becauae 
it  is  extremely  genteel  to  be  purblind. 

To  gaze  with  profound  attention  through  an  ey^Uua  at  a 
horse  passing  the  window,  with  an  avowed  inability  to  deter- 
mine what  creature  it  may  be  by  the  unassisted  eye,  is  an 
immense  recommendation,  indicative  of  polished  nuinnen. 
If  a  lady  is  ingenious  in  striking  attitudes  at  the  same  moment^ 
she  may  ccmsider  herself  a  queen  of  fashion. 

No  vulgarity  is  rated  lower  in  the  tablet  of  exquisite 
refinement,  than  having  good  sound  eyes.  Examining  thoee 
to  whom  one  has  an  introduction,  with  an  eyeglass,  as  an 
entomologist  would  scrutinize  a  bug  under  a  microscope,  passes 
for  extreme  refinement. 

Young  misses,  fresh  from  a  boarding-school,  are  in  ecstasies 
when  they  first  have  possession  of  an  eyeglass  set  in  a  chased 
gold  rim.  Tliey  then  cannot  see  those  they  do  not  wish  to 
recognize — which  is  a  decided  step  in  their  education. 

Pboobess  of  Oentility. 

On  the  whole,  it  is  deplorable  that  civilization  delights  in 
blindness.  Possibly  a  sentiment  prevails  that  one  can  see 
enough  with  half  an  eye.  But  this,  absurd  as  it  is,  is  as- 
sociated with  another  equally  ridiculous  habit,  that  has  even 
got  possession  also  of  men  of  the  no-brain  order.     To  lisp 
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divinelj,  ftud  be  in  jxwr  Lealtli,  is  tbe  climax  of  perfection 
in  the  constitution  of  a  modem  Intly  of  unesceptionable  social 
position.  It  gives  a  iinisliing  perfection  to  a  belle  of  the 
perifjd. 

These  are  follies  that  amnsc  people  of  sense  for  a  while; 
bnt  it  is,  neverthelcsa,  lamentable  thiit  folly  should  have  such 
prominent  aacendenoy  where  genuine  good-breeding  and  worth 
of  character  are  at  a  discount. 

Those  who  cannot  afford  to  be  blind  voluntarily,  like  those 
who  articulate  their  words  distinctly,  have  no  influence  where 
ncar-sightednese  and  lisping  are  the  criteria  of  social  ex- 
cellence. 

Near-eightcdness  is  most  appreciated  tn  circles  difitingaisbed 
for  opulence.  In  the  country,  remote  from  the  baneful  infln- 
ences  and  innovationa  of  faebionahle  folly,  the  ladies  have 
eyes  keen  enough  to  discriminate  between  affectation  and 
iniilfonnationfl, 

A  r«al  necessity  for  glasses  appertains  to  advanced  age,  but 
rarely  as  iicceesary  as  those  who  have  them  to  sell  would  have 
the  world  believe. 

There  is  another  unrebuked  exhibition  of  vanity  or  self- 
eflteem — it  is  diflicult  to  determine  wliieli — viz.,  having  por^ 
traits  and  photographs  saddled  with  lunettes  at  the  expense  of 
a  silly  unmeaning  expression.  Artists  dread  them,  knowing  by 
experien'.-e  of  the  impossibility  of  giving  any  character  to  the 
picture  of  a  face  marred  by  bows  and  glasses. 

Portraits  of  men  and  women  with  strongly  moulded 
features,  full,  animated  eyep,  in  harmony  with  their  other 
physiognomical  attribntes,  are  deprivcMl  of  an  essential  part  of 
Iheir  force  of  expression  when  painted  in  spectacles. 

It  is  quite  surprising  with  what  tenacity  some  young,  newly- 
fledged  clei^ymen  cling  to  glasses,  whose  eyee  never  Iiad  a 
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defect  in  tlienu  on  the  presomption,  it  10  theoieticaDy  pre- 
same«l,  that  an  audience  aseociate  with  such  toggeiy,  profound 
fleholar^}iip,  and  deep  theological  ezplorationa  in  ■  the  dust 
of  ages. 

No  orator  who  mores  the  multitude  bj  the  power  of  his 
eloquence,  wears  glaaeos.  To  touch  the  hearts  with  fitting 
words,  to  arou&e  tlie  deepest  feelings  of  sympathj,  or  excite 
fcnxMous  indignation  by  a  recital  of  real  or  imaginair  wrongSy 
the  full,  unshackled  face  of  the  speaker  must  be  seen.  Sen- 
tences that  roll  along  the  aisles  like  avalanches  from  the  loftjr 
summits  of  mightj  mountains,  would  lose  their  effect  if  enun* 
ciatod  in  the  dark.  An  orator  must  not  onlv  be  seen  as  well  as 
heard,  to  accomplish  the  highest  results  of  his  btiming  Ian* 
gnage,  but  his  face,  and  particularly  his  ejes,  must  not  hsTe 
their  electriail  energy  intercepted  by  non-conducting  glasses. 

Eiich  one  of  the  special  organs  of  sense  is  a  &ithful  sentinel 
till  tlie  hour  i»f  dcatli,  if  it  has  not  In^on  impaired, — even 
bevond  a  Innulred  vears,  in  vast  numbers  of  instances. 

Ta>tc  and  tooling  rarely  ever  flag  in  a  prolonged  longevity. 
When  three  other  senses  are  destroyed,  there  is  consciousness. 

Throuirh  the  instnimcntalitv  of  nerves,  the  mind  receives 
intelh'gence  of  impressions,  of  whatever  kind  or  character. 

Vision  ought  not  to  give  out  till  the  lamp  of  life  goes  out  in 
old  acre.  Were  we  to  treat  our  eves  with  as  much  tenderness  as 
they  deserve,  wc  should  have  distinct  vision  till  thfe  hour  of 
death,  at  the  most  advanced  period  of  human  life.  Our  eye- 
sight would  be  nearly  as  perfect  when  we  have  reached  seventy 
years,  as  when  we  were  young,  were  it  not  for  the  abuse  of 
them  by  intense  light,  gas-jets,  and  the  fatigue  to  which  they 
are  subjected  by  reading  small  type-books,  and  continuing  the 
labor  too  long  at  a  time. 

Wild  animals  have  perfect  vision  as  long  as  they  have  ability 
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to  forage  for  food.  Birda,  too,  have  distinct  viaion  till  tliey 
die  of  old  age.  A  goose  Uvea  to  upwards  of  eighty  years  in  a 
state  of  domestication,  with  no  failnre  of  vision.  Probably, 
reptiles  and  fishes  also  have  perfect  and  accnratcly  distinct 
vision  at  all  periods  through  their  long  lives.  If  whales  reach 
a  thonsand  years,  and  sharks  an  extended  longevity,  their  vision 
is,  nnqnest  ion  ably,  perfect  and  unimpaired  all  the  days  allotted 
them. 

Tortoises  have  been  repeatedly  found  with  dates  inscribed 
on  their  shells,  indicating  almost  a  century  from  the  date  of 
the  marking,  and  they  may  have  been  ancient  settlers  when 
those  dates  wfire  inscribed ;  yet  their  eyesight  was  keen  enough 
for  perceiving  an  enemy,  or  discovering  appropriate  nourish- 
ment. 

Kan,  alone,  has  defective  vision  prematurely,  and  usually 
from  neglect  or  over-working  his  eyes.  Domesticated  dogs, 
cattle  and  horses  in  the  service  of  men,  are  subjected,  to  con- 
siderable extent,  to  conditions  of  exposure,  which  impair  our 
own  sight.  A  dog  reposing  in  the  comer,  occasionally  gazes 
into  a  blazing  fire.  Horses  and  cattle  are  approached  with 
caution  in  the  stall,  or  placed  where  artificial  light  acts  directly 
upon  their  eyes.  When,  under  the  guidance  of  their  own  in- 
Etincta,  they  retire,  as  tlie  fowls  go  to  roost,  with  the  approach 
(f  night,  and  open  their  eyes  early,  as  the  sun  gradually  rises, 
60  that  no  sudden  glare  impinges  to  their  injury. 

All  animals  avoid  light,  after  evening  shades  set  in,  unless 
compelled  to  change  their  habits.  That  ia  the  secret  of  their 
ezcellent  and  distinct  powers  of  perception. 

Were  we  to  do  as  they  do,  we  ahonld  have  no  complaint  to 
make  of  waning  vision. 
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CiiANQiXQ  Axis  of  Vision. 

Tlio  convexity  of  tlie  eye  undoubtedly  varies  so  that 
scarcely  any  two  persons  have  the  same  curve,  and  hence  the 
focal  distance  of  distinct  vision  must  necessarily  vary.  One 
sees  accurately  at  ten  inches,  another  at  twelve  or  fourteen,  and 
another  at  eighteen  or  twenty  inches  from  the  eye.  The  scale 
of  distance  varies  exceedingly  in  that  respect,  m  the  small  num- 
ber of  a  dozen  persons. 

In  examining  the  moon,  it  rarel}^  happens  that  twenty  ladies 
atkd  gentlemen  agree  in  their  estimate  of  its  apparent  diameter. 
To  one  or  two  it  mav  seem  about  two  feet  across  its  face. 
Others  are  quite  sure  it  is  all  of  a  yard,  and  possibly,  it  scarcely 
appears  much  larger  than  Venus  to  another. 

By  practice, — ^beginning,  for  example,  in  early  childhood 
with  the  alphabet,  and  gradually  learning  to  read  with  facility 
— the  visuiil  organs  are  trained  so  systematically,  that  we  usually 
all  have  a  focal  point  of  clear  and  distinct  vision  at  the  ordinary 
disUmce  at  which  a  book  is  held  for  reading.  Our  eyes  are 
systematically  educated,  as  our  legs  for  walking,  or  our  tongues 
for  articulating  words. 

Beginning  in  childhood,  we  insensibly  instruct  our  organs 
of  sense  and  our  muscles,  and  finally  they  all  harmonize  at  last ; 
and  judgment,  which  distinguishes  man  above  all  the  races 
below  him,  is  perfect  or  defective,  according  to  the  develop- 
ment of  all  the  powers  which  belong  to  his  physical  organiza- 
tion. Perpetual  repetitions  of  the  movement  give  to  each  and 
all  those  parts  controlled  by  our  volition,  the  perfection  which 
they  may  attain. 

In  early  youth  there  may  be  some  rigidity  of  the  cornea, 
which  does  not  readily  yield  to  the  training.  If  the  curvature 
is  too  prominent  for  seeing  at  ordinary  distances,  most  con- 
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TCDient  for  looking  sb  a  page,  and  practice  in  tryiiig  to  see  at 
that  convenient  distance  ie  not  succcBsfuI,  there  is  near-sighted- 


NeaB'Siohtedness. 

"When  ju6t  that  condition  has  been  ascertained,  parents  and 
the  near-siglited  child  too  hastily  resort  to  concave  glassea.  If 
they  would  resolntely  insist  upon  an  unremitting  effort  to  do 
without  them,  their  eyes  would  gradually  accommodate  them- 
selves to  the  task  imposed,  and  vastly  improve. 

Prematurely  putting  on  glasses  arrests  the  progress  of 
adaptation,  which  would  very  certainly  take  place,  although  in 
every  instance  it  might  not  become  entirely  satisfactory.  The 
eixperiment,  however,  is  worth  trying. 

Avoid  glasses  as  long  as  possible,  whether  short  or  long 
righted,  and  thus  allow  tlie  instrument  to  adjust  itself  to 
circumstances.  The  eyes  of  all  land-seeing  animals  are  con- 
Btructed  npon  the  same  principle  as  our  own.  Light  is  admitted 
into  the  back  region  through  the  pupil,  and  there  produces  the 
same  impression  as  it  does  in  men  and  women.  There  is  very 
little,  if  any,  real  difference  discoverable  in  the  anatomical 
structure  in  day-seeing  eyes.  But  those  of  wild  animals  wear 
longer  without  becoming  impaired,  than  the  eyes  of  domesticated 
ftnimals  or  man,  simply  because  they  act  in  conformity  to  natural 
laws.  Daylight,  while  they  are  ranging  over  fields  carpeted  in 
green,  or  forests  in  which  dazzling  rays  cannot  act  directly  npon 
them,  favors  them  exceedingly. 

Oculista  and  spectacle-manufacturers  arc  reluctant  to  admit 
the  existence  of  this  law  of  ocular  adaptation,  which  is  quito  as 
readily  demonstrated  as  many  other  problems  of  less  importance. 
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Vision  of  Aob. 

Before  spectacles  were  invented,  there  is  good  reason  for 
believing  that  people  had  better  eyesight  than  since.  Historians 
speak  of  the  blind,  but  nowhere  is  there  a  lamentation  over  the 
waning  vision  of  old  age  as  in  modem  times. 

When,  in  consequence  of  advancing  age,  glasses  are  resorted 
to,  they  must  afterwards  be  continued.  The  eye  seems  to  lose 
its  power  of  adaptation  to  varying  circumstances,  whenever  arti- 
ficial aid  is  provided.  In  other  words,  if  glasses  are  prematurely 
worn — and  they  generally  are  prematurely  put  on,  according  to 
our  theory — they  cannot  afterwards  be  laid  aside  without  in- 
convenience. 

Wlicn  the  time  comes,  as  it  does  in  the  life  of  each  of  us, 
that  the  eye  is  less  prominent  than  it  was  in  youth,  vision  is 
less  distinct  than  before,  and  we  meet  that  flattening  of  the 
cornea  by  convex  glasses,  which  apparently  enlarges  the  letters 
of  a  book,  and  therefore  they  are  more  distinct 

That  is  precisely  the  period  to  resist  the  aid  of  glasses.  Have 
patience,  and  regularly  exercise  the  eyes  to  reading  at  the  same 
convenient  distance  they  were  formerly  used,  and  they  will, 
after  a  while,  return  to  their  primitive  convexity. 

Will-force  produces  extraordinary  results.  Even  pulsations 
of  the  heart  have  been  suspended  by  it,  and  the  organ  again  set 
in  motion  by  the  same  agency.  It  is  even  claimed  that  it  is 
possible  to  exert  that  mysterious  nervous  energy,  so  as  to  posi- 
tively control  the  volitions  of  others. 

With  the  approach  of  old  age,  there  is  a  gradual  relaxation 
of  all  the  tissues  of  the  body.  Those  of  the  eye  lose  their 
former  tension,  and  the  secretion  and  removal  of  the  fluids 
within  the  globe  on  which  the  refraction  of  light  depends,  as 
also  the  chromatic  perfection  of  the  picture  on  the  retinal  can- 
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In  this  fiporo  is  represented  ilia  em-et  of  olil  ngc  on  the  liamoPB;  wiilmnt  Ihfl 
intervcnlioii  of  tlie  gloss  A.  llie  rays  luve  a  direetion  wliich  would  form  tlie  imngo 
■t  sorne  diatniicc  beyond  tlia  rrttna,  aa  *t  B.  But.  hy  the  convex  glaai  A,  nhivh 
lor  example,  fa  ilia  Bpectacle  worn  tiy  nged  people,  tlie  dirertian  of  the  wya  of 
light  ia  m  corrected,  tlinl  the  image  liills  accurately  on  llie  bottom  of  iIk  eje,  or 

Wlien  ttie  convex  lens  Is  Interposed  between  the  ofn  end  object,  as  repreaented 
in  the  abore  disgram.  tlie  raj's  are  made  more  eonvei^ng, — 90  tliat  llie  jiidiire 
strikes  einctly  and  ilislinctly  on  the  nerve.  People  slide  llieir  upeoluclus  on  Ilie 
till  llie  true  focua  is  procured. 


The  effect  of  this  glass  being  eiacll;  the  rcrorse  of  tlic  convex,  It  causes  the 

mys  to  fall  upon  the  surface  of  the  eye,  so  bx  diverging  from  the  perpendicular 

line,  HS  to  correct   the  too  great  convergence,  caused  hy  ihe  convexity  of  the 

huraors.     TVhen  a  near-sighted  person  Itis  brought  the  object  near  enouj^h  to  the 

eje  to  see  it  dlslinctl;,  lie  sees  more '  minutely  and  consetiuently  more  clearly, 

because  he  sees  the  object  larger,  and  as  a  person  with  a  common  eye  does,  when 

■Misled  with  n  magnifying   glo^S.     X  near-sighted    person   sees  distant    objeela 

I  Indistinctly,  and,  as  llie  eye  in  consequence,  rests  iriih  leia  accuracy  upon  surround- 

[  hg  oVjecta,  the  piercing  look  of  the  eye  is  very  much  diminished;  and  it  has, 

[  moreover,  a  dullness  and  bcBVineu  of  aspect.     Again  the  near>eiglitcd  person 

knits  his  eyebrows,  and   half  closes  the  eyelids;  this  lie  does  uncoiisciouHlv,  to 

change  the  direction  of  tlie  rays,  and  to  correct  the  inaccuracy  of  the  image, 

Nearsighted  people  have  but  little  ezpresaion;  Ihf   countananca   loses  all    its 

dignity,  by  habitually  wearing  glsiiM. 
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vaa,  is  aluggislily  performed.  But  if  we  urge  them  to  the 
performance  of  their  officb,  they  begin  to  receiye  more  vital  in- 
flnence,  and  readapt  themselves  to  the  work  demanded  of  them. 
In  short,  the  determination  and  persiBtency  of  effort  may  be 
crowned  with  BuccesB. 

Without  burdening  these  pages  with  narratives  of  eminent 
saccess  by  pursuing  this  course,  it  ia  quite  etifficient  to  say  that 
failures  would  be  few  in  making  the  experiment,  if  those  who 
are  making  it  would  on  no  account  deviate  from  the  direc- 
tions proposed. 

After  weeks  of  hope,  without  apparent  amelioration,  two- 
thirds  of  those  who  may  have  commenced  with  a  strong  reso- 
lution to  be  thorough  in  their  attempt  at  visual  restoration, 
become  impatient  and  fly  to  glasses,  and  then  doubt  the  possi- 
bility of  seeing  without  them  in  after  periods  of  life. 

Professed  oculists  are  the  bitterest  foes  with  which  the  ad- 
vocate for  having  nature  consulted  first,  comes  in  contact.  To 
a  man,  they  recommend  glasses  number  one,  two,  three,  and  bo 
on,  with  a  farago  of  nonsensical  reasons  for  favoring  the  eye 
when  it  reqnJrcs  no  such  aid. 

DcRATioN  OF  Vision. 


Our  eyes  were  designed  to  last  aa  long  as  the  sense  of  heais 
ing,  taste,  or  our  tingers  and  toes;  and  they  would,  were  they 
not  culpably  abnsod  and  overworked  by  the  cnstoms  and 
habits. 

Blue  eyes  are  thought  best  adapted  for  all  climates.  Black 
predominates  in  tropical  and  semi-tropical  countries,  Tlie 
farther  north,  the  lighter  the  blue  ahade;  and  it  is  among  the 
bine-eyed  that  the  fewest  glasses  are  worn,  according  to  the 
observation  of  travellers.  Such  eyes  possess  qualities  for  a  more 
distinct  A-ision,  all  other  things  being  equal. 
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Black  eyen  are  luatroiiBy  and  cany  with  them  an  intensitj  of 
facial  ezpreeeion  saperior  to  gray,  o^any  of  the  lighter  shades 
of  color,  filack,  hazel,  etc.,  if  not  quite  aa  liable  to  cataracts^  or 
leas  formidable  opacities,  fail  earlier  than  blue,  subjected  to  the 
flame  treatment  of  brilliantly-illuminated  rooms,  bright  bUudng 
fireliglit,  gas  jets,  and  similar  sources  of  injury. 

There  are  beautiful  blue^yed  ladies  with  blonde  hair.  The 
iris  and  hair  generally  are  alike  in  color.  When  eyes  are  too 
lighfrcolored  to  be  sparkling,  the  hair  is  ordinarily  yellow, 
and  the  brows  thin  and  colorless. 

With  heavy  dark  eyebrows  and  black  eyes,  tlie  expreasioii 
is  strong,  and  not  unfreqnently  imposing. 

Pretty  fenude  faces,  with  small  eyes,  cannot  be  roused  into 
a  look  of  majesty,  although  capable  of  inspiring  poetical 
sentiment 

A  tragic  &ee  must  have  full  black  eyes.  A  tragedian  with 
light  eyes  must  rely  more  upon  costume  for  success  than  on  hia 
features.  A  grand,  imposing  actor,  male  or  female,  must  either 
possess  dark  eyes,  or  divert  the  attention  of  the  theatre  by  arti- 
ficial devices — voice,  dress,  and  gesture  being  the  handiest 
instrumentalities. 

There  are  actors  whose  faces  alone,  without  the  utterance 
of  a  single  word,  set  an  audience  in  a  roar  of  laughter.  And 
there  are  also  players  of  another  grade,  who  command  a  spon- 
taneous  burst  of  applause  the  moment  they  come  in  sight  upon 
the  stage,  before  they  have  uttered  a  word. 

With  a  continuance  of  the  present  fashion,  raging  among 
young  ladies,  to  be  peering  through  eyeglasses,  not  in  any 
respect  necessary,  and  universally  known  to  be  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  the  wearer  an  imagined  improved  personal  appearance, 
twenty  years  hence  there  will  be  some  singular  anomalies  in 
female  vision.    There  will  be  elderly  ladies  whose  two  eyes 
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will  not  agree  in  focad  axis.  One  eye  will  be  long  and  tlie~ 
other  Bhort-eigbted,  the  effect  of  equintlng  through  a  glasa  with 
one  while  the  other  is  closed. 

Possibly  the  difficulty  may  then  be  met  by  wearing  glasses 
whose  convexities  are  segmentB  of  spheres  of  different 
diameters. 

It  is  for  the  futnre  comfort,  as  it  is  for  the  preservation  of 
their  good  looks,  for  ladies  to  use  their  eyes  as  they  were 
intended  to  be  used,  together  and  not  one  at  a  time. 

This  unaccountable  propensity  for  glasses,  and  to  use  them 
on  tlie  most  iKvoloos  pretences,  baa  been  a  direct  cause  of 
thousands  of  defective  eyes. 

Since  the  introduction  of  gaslight  in  dwellings,  various 
inroads  upon  vision  have  been  recognized  that  were  unknown 
in  the  days  of  candles  and  lamps.  Oculists  find  their  support  in 
cities,  particularly  where  gas  and  glasses  are  in  the  ascendant, 
and  not  in  the  country,  where  primitive  customs  still  prevail  in 
respect  to  lighting  apartments. 

Heading  or  sewing  by  gaslight,  which  is  too  brilliant,  require 
ing  protecting  apparatus  for  sliading  the  eyes,  is  far  more  trjnng 
to  them  tlian  the  old-fashioned  lights.  The  oxygen  of  the  room 
is  rapidly  consumed  by  gas-burners,  leaving  a  sort  of  smarting 
sensation  and  a  more  rapid  evaporation  of  the  tears.  We  rub 
them,  unconsciously,  which  promotes  a  more  copious  lachrymal 
secretion,  which  is  temporary  relief. 

Dmmmond  lights,  gas  reflectors,  or  a  profoaion  of  mirrors, 
gilded  frames,  and  other  reflecting  surfaces  in  gas-lighted  apart- 
ments ill  common  family  occupancy,  are  extremely  injurious. 
Such  continued  stimulus  of  concentrated  luminous  rays  produces 
iutemal  inflammations  of  delicate  tissues,  and  engorgements  of 
vessels,  which  culminate  in  defective  vision.  All  these  sources 
of  derangement  give  importance  to  ophthalmic  snigery. 
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Grazing  at  grates  of  red-hot  coal,  as  many*  do  in  their 
moments  of  mental  abstraction,  examining  pictures  by  a  vivid 
light  through  a  strong  magnifier,  sitting  in  rooms  habitually 
draped  and  carpeted  in  bright  scarlet  colors,  and  reading  in 
rapidly  moving  cars, — are  all  of  them  destructive  to  distinct 
vision,  and  sliould  be  carefully  avoided. 

Furniture  upholstered  with  dark  colors,  and  carpets  and 
curtains  in  which  those  shades  predominate,  are  of  far  more 
importance  where  there  are  children,  than  has  been  suspected. 
Weak  eyes,  and  even  severe  maladies,  are  sometimes  due  to 
such  unsuspected  sources. 
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Hereditarily  Good  or  Defective— Hot  Food— SmoUng— Uae  no  Dentifrices  of 
a  Donbtfol  Chftmcler— Those  most  Dsefol— Quack  DentiMs— Employ 
Men  o(  Scieoce — Cause  of  Carles — A  National  Ch&nctoilBtie,  etc.,  etc 

Many  alluaions  and  cautions  liave  already  been  given  in 
regard  to  the  preservation  of  the  teeth.  But  6ome  more  ex- 
tended obBervations  may  be  of  service  to  those  who  have  not 
given  much  attention  to  the  subject. 

A  hereditary  tendency  to  an  early  loss  of  those  important 
organs  is  quite  common ;  and  when  it  does  exist,  no  course  of 
medication  is  of  much  value  in  arresting  the  progress  of  decay. 
It  is  possible  to  retard  their  early  destruction  by  precautionary 
measures,  but  they  cannot  be  saved  in  their  original  appearance 
of  Btrengtli  and  beauty  of  structure. 

It  is  within  the  course  of  general  observation  that  defective 
teeth  are  more  common  in  towns  than  the  country.  Different 
systems  of  cookery,  condiments,  and  seasonings,  together  with 
the  custom  of  taking  coffee,  tea,  chocolate,  and  almost  every 
dish  that  comes  upon  a  table  very  warm,  if  not  really  hot,  are 
just  60  many  agencies  acting  directly  upon  the  enamel,  till 
openings  are  made  through  it  to  the  bony  stmcture  of  the  body 
of  the  teeth. 

Hot  food,  ravenous  haste  in  eating  under  the  plea  of  urgency 
of  business,  and  hot  drinks  habitually,  are  unfavorable  to  the 
health  of  human  teeth.  If  by  their  organization  they  reeist 
such  influences  through  a  long  life,  as  they  do  with  Bome 
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penon%  it  only  proves  their  powers  of  resistance  are  stronger 
in  some  than  in  others. 

The  tendency  of  hot  food  and  table-drinks  is  to  disease  the 
gams  rather  than  the  teeth  themselvesy  in  those  in  whom  they 
remain  sound,  bnt  seem  to  rise  slowly  out  of  their  sockets  in. 
elderly  persons.  They  are  also  thrown  off  by  the  absorption 
of  the  bony  ceU  in  which  the  fangs  are  imbedded. 

Each  root  has  a  minute  orifice  at  its  extreme  point,  through 
which  enters  a  nerve,  an  artery,  and  by  their  side,  a  vein  to 
bring  back  the  blood  sent  in  by  the  arteiy. 

In  the  body  of  the  tooth  is  a  cavity  in  which  the  nerve  bK" 
pands  in  a  delicate  plexus,  which  is  the  seat  of  exquisite  pain 
when  invaded,  in  consequence  of  the  crumbling  away  of  the 
walls  which  protected  it 

DsSIBUOnOK  OF  THB  KWAWTtU 

« 

No  branch  of  the  dental  profession  has  exercised  the  mechan- 
ical ingenuity  of  operators  more  than  devising  methods  for 
preventing  that  calamity.  If  consulted  early,  when  the  first 
approaches  of  caries  are  discoverable,  the  arrest  of  the  disease 
should  be  tried.  Gold-fillings  have  the  approval  of  the  most 
experienced  dentists.  Various  substitutes  have  been  prepared 
and  had  a  trial,  but  gold  holds  its  reputation  for  superiority, 
and  is  not  likely  to  be  superseded.  Why  it  is  better  tlian  amal- 
gams, artificial  bone-paste,  tin,  or  any  other  metallic  filling, 
must  be  sought  for  in  the  publications  and  teaching  of  dental 
associations  and  colleges. 

Through  those  decayed  openings,  sugar,  cold  water,  etc., 
cause  excruciating  misery.  When  the  pulp  has  been  once  in- 
vaded, it  is  rarely  ever  afterwards  so  secured  as  not  to  give  fre- 
quent intimations  of  its  sensitiveness. 

Cracking  nuts  with  the  teeth,  by  no  means  an  uncommon 
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vnlgarity,  is  an  abase  that  may  derange  tlieir  counection  in  the 
Eockets.  Tliere  are  so  many  ways  of  impairing  the  utility  of 
teeth,  it  is  qnite  hopeless  to  attempt  enumerating  tliem, 

Domesticated  animals  fed  on  warm  slops  at  distilleries,  on 
kitchen  refuse  warmed  and  thickened  with  meal,  with  an  ex- 
pectation of  increasing  the  quantity  of  milk — quite  common 
with  families  keeping  a  single  cow — do  tbeir  pet  incalculable 
injury.  Cracks  and  exfoliations  of  tlio  enamel  follow  such 
feeding.  The  perpendicular  cluEels  that  stand  up  in  their 
teeth,  of  pure  hard  enamel,  crumble  and  become  black.  Cold 
food  is  safest  for  them. 


Tobacco. 

An  unfortunate  opinion  prevails  extensively,  that  chewing 
tobacco  preserves  teeth.  It  is  a  popular  error  tbat  has  made 
many  a  tootliless  jaw.  Grit,  inseparable  from  the  weed  in 
curing,  gradually  wears  down  the  teeth  hy  the  constant  grind- 
ing motion,  so  that  some  men  arc  met  with  in  whom  the  tops 
of  the  teeth  are  nearly  level  with  their  tumid  gnms. 

Women,  happily,  are  not  prone  to  that  abominable,  filthy 
vice  of  chewing  tobacco ;  hut  tliey  occasionally  indulge  in  some 
of  the  Southern  portions  of  tliis  country  in  habita  as  reprehen- 
sible and  olinosious.  They  rub  their  gums  with  pulverized 
tobacco  till  it  produces  an  agreeable  sensation  something  Uke 
inhaling  a  few  inspirations  of  chloroform.  It  is  applied  artist- 
ically with  a  brush,  quite  frequently  when  the  habit  has  been 
established.  Ladies  smoke  in  Cuba.  Some  dihipldated  females 
practise  the  same  disgusting  custom  with  us,  but  that  circum- 
stance does  not  lessen  the  objections  that  might  be  arrayed 
against  it. 

Tobacco-chewing  is  exceedingly  offensive  to  those  who  do 
not  nee  it.  Chewers  are  nnisances  everywhere,  and  especiallj 
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in  public  conveyances  and  private  honses.  Floors  saturated 
with  siiliva,  cliarged  witli  tobacco  and  spittoons — an  American 
contrivance  for  protecting  carpets — are  sources  of  disease. 
Breathing  air  in  apartments  where  evaporation  of  such  narcotic 
filth  is  going  on,  must  be  exceedingly  prejudicial,  and,  if  care- 
fully investigated,  no  doubt,  would  be  found  to  be  the  im- 
mediate cause  of  strange  effects  upon  individuals  of  delicate 
organizations. 

There  are  women  who  virtually  unsex  themselves  by  copy- 
ing the  habits  of  men  of  low  degree,  in  the  use  of  tobacco. 
Taking  snuff  is  one  of  their  bad  imitations.  It  is  considered 
unfortunate  not  to  be  handsome ;  and  old  age  with  its  wrinkles, 
is  dreaded  by  all  women.  But  that  a  homely  one  should  take 
to  snuff  is  perfectly  surprising,  as  she  thus  forfeits  all  hope  of 
being  an  object  of  interest,  even  to  a  Hottentot. 

Dentifrices. 

Place  no  confidence  in  dentifrices,  the  composition  of  which 
is  a  secret.  In  this  age  of  science  it  is  a  privilege  to  know 
precisely  what  we  use  as  food,  in  food,  and  for  medicine.  It  is 
prudent  to  know  too,  what  we  are  using  for  our  teeth. 

When  preparations  for  cleaning  teeth  are  secret  composi- 
tions, beware  of  them.  Probably  they  contain  an  acid  that 
would  gnaw  into  the  enamel,  or  discolor  the  teeth  beyond  the 
possibility  of  restoration  to  their  primitive  whiteness. 

Teeth  should  not  be  brushed  either  with  pulverized  char- 
coal or  pumice-stone,  yet  both  are  largely  sold  for  that  purpose. 
They  insensibly  wear  away  the  enamel.  To  file  off  dark  spots 
would  be  precisely  analogous,  only  the  latter  would  be  quickly 
accomplished,  while  the  other  would  be  a  gradual  process. 
Thus  fluids  would  reach  the  bony  structure,  followed  by  dis- 
coloration, decay,  and  tooth-ache. 
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Detei^nt  soaps  are  allowable,  being  soft  and  free  from  grit. 
With  a  soft,  flexible  bnisli,  soap,  with  cold  water,  removes  ad- 
lieriiig  particles  of  food,  and  prevent*  tlic  accumiilation  of  tartar 
about  the  margin  of  the  giims. 

Immediately  on  leaving  the  table,  it  elioold  be  an  eetub- 
lielied  habit  to  cleanEe  one's  teotli  in  tliat  manner.  Spasmodic 
attentions  are  to  no  purpose.  Doing  it  when  the  thought 
occurs  that  they  have  been  negleeted,  does  but  little  good.  It 
is  by  daily  cm*  that  they  are  preserved. 

When  omitting  to  bni&h  the  teeth,  even  for  a  few  days,  with 
8ome  persons,  par.tgites  actually  biiiTow  about  their  neeka,  and 
hnild  np  strong  domidles  of  calcareous  matter,  which  destroys 
the  perioBtic  connet-tions  between  them  and  their  alveolar 
sockets. 

Tartar,  as  it  is  called,  a  product  almost  as  hard  as  coral, 
inhabited,  loo,  by  minute  beings,  which,  under  a  microscope, 
exhibit  active  habits,  should  not  be  permitted  to  establish  colo- 
nies in  the  mouth. 


Destist. 


When  caries  appears,  consult  a  dentist,  and  be  carefnl  to 
employ  no  second-rate  one,  because  his  charges  are  low.  There 
are  dental  institutions  and  colleges  where  the  whole  art  and 
science  of  dentiatry  U  taught  Uioroughly.  Allow  no  cheap 
operator  to  presenile  or  place  an  iastniment  on  the  teeth. 
Neither  permit  amalgams  of  mercury,  copper,  lead,  or  indeed 
any  filling,  to  be  pressed  into  a  hollow  tootli,  which  has  not  the 
approval  of  the  magnates  of  the  profession. 

There  are  quack  dentists,  who  rank  next  to  qnack  doctors. 
Kisk  neither  health,  teeth,  nor  purse  with  either.  Strange  as  it 
may  appear,  there  are  thousands  who  place  themsetveB  at  the 


■I 


S60  ^(^"HB  WATS  OF  WOMEir. 

mercy  of  medical  and  dental  pretenden,  who  would  trust 
neither  with  their  wallets. 

A  gentleman  of  New  York,  a  little  time  since,  consulted  a 
medical  gentleman  on  account  of  sore,  inflamed  gums,  tong^ 
and  fauces.  They  had  resisted  a  variety  of  medications  till  the 
gravity  of  the  case  alarmed  the  patient,  and  almost  destroyed 
his  confidence  in  the  science  of  medicine. 

After  examination,  shocked  at  the  raw,  inflamed  appearance 
of  the  patient's  mouth,  looking  as  though  humed,  the  doctor 
inquired  whether  he  had  any  defective  teeth.  On  reflection, 
he  remembered  that  he  had  never  discovered  but  a  single  decay 
in  one  of  the  back  teeth,  a  long  while  before,  whidi  was 
promptly  filled,  so  that  his  teeth  might  be  considered  perfectly 
sound. 

The  physician  at  once  suspected  the  cause  of  such  extensive 
disease  of  the  mucous  membrane  had  its  origin  there,  and 
advised  the  immediate  removal  of  the  filling,  and  refilling  with 
gold.  His  recovery  and  perfect  restoration  was  immediate, 
showing  there  was  a  metallic  poison  in  the  first  filling  that  had 
caused  him  so  much  inconvenience  and  suffering. 


Nationalities  in  Regard  to  Teeth. 

Dr.  John  Allen,  a  learned,  skilful  dentist  of  New  York, 
has  collected  an  immense  amount  of  valuable  information 
respecting  the  liistory  of  teeth. 

The  body  of  a  man,  says  Dr.  Allen,  with  all  its  different 
parts,  is  composed  of  only  a  few  simple  materials  combined  in 
certain  proportions  to  give  strength  and  utility  to  the  whole 
structure.  Those  materials  are  component  parts  of  the  food, 
and,  although  nutrient  substances  used  by  the  inhabitants  of 
different  parts  of  the  globe,  appear  quite  similar,  yet  the  food 
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provided  for  them  in  Tariona  countries  possesses  the  same  general 
constituents  everywhere  eBsential  to  liuman  organism. 

Albanians  of  lesser  Asia  live  principally  on  milk,  cheese, 
eggs,  olives,  and  vegetabli^  Sometimes  thej  bake  bread,  but 
often  eat  their  corn  or  maize  boiled.  Hippocrates  says  they 
were  very  strong  in  hie  day.  Muscular,  with  oval  faces,  ruddy 
cheeks,  and  an  animated  eye.  They  Lad  well-proportioned 
mouths  and  tine  teeth. 

In  Central  America,  north  of  the  Equator,  the  MandingoB 
have  a  barbarous  custom  of  filing  their  front  teetU  to  a  point. 
The  same  extraordinary  operation  is  extensively  practised 
among  tribes  in  various  parts  of  pagan  Africa. 

In  Eastern  Airica,  particularly,  tJie  Abyseinians  have  beaa- 
tifnl  teeth,  white  and  regular.  Nubians,  and  residents  of 
countries  between  Abyssinia  and  Egypt,  distinguished  for  per- 
sonal symojetry,  having  a  dark-brown  complexion,*  also  are 
remarkable  for  their  sound,  white,  strong  teeth. 

In  Western  Afric^a,  and  also  in  parts  of  Southern  Africa, 
inclnding  Congo,  the  negroes  are  well  made,  extremely  black, 
bnt  noted  for  their  superior  teeth. 

A  people  of  that  same  vast  continent,  known  afi  Khonds,  of 
a  dark  color,  straight  and  well-proportioned,  are  also  remarkable 
for  teeth  of  a  pearly  whiteness. 

Turkish  tribes  of  Eiptschak,  the  Tartars  of  Kaean,  and 
all  tlirough  that  extensive  region  in  the  occupancy  of  bold, 
warlike,  indomitably  active  men,  are  quite  as  celebrated  for 
fine  t«teth  as  for  their  martial  energy  and  determination  of 
character.        ' 

Tmvellcra  represent  the  inhabitants  of  Eastern  Arabia  ns 
being  above  the  average  stature  of  Europeans  of  a  t«mpci'ate 
zone.  They  are  robust  and  active.  Willi  oval  faces,  copper- 
colored  broad   foreheads,  black,  bushy  eyebrows,  dark   eyee, 
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quick  and  reatleflB,  their  sotind  white  teeth  «re  a  remaikftfale 
national  characteristic 

ArabB  generally  have  sonnd  teeth,  eren  in  the  jaw8|  and 
rarely  irr^alar.  Unleee  addicted  to  chewing  betel,  they  wear 
through  a  long  life  unimpaired. 

Between  China  and  Hindoetan,  the  Siameae  Madcen  their 
teeth,  and  also  redden  the  inside  of  their  mouths  with  a  masti- 
catory of  lime,  caoutchouc,  and  betel, which  (says  Dr.  Allen),  gives 
them  a  disgusting  appearance. 

Betel-chewing  is  practised  extensiyely  among  the  fellahs  of 
Upper  Egypt.  Their  lips  and  gums  look  as  though  they  had 
been  recently  burned  with  a  hot  iron.  Their  teeth  wear  down 
level  with  the  gmiia  in  a  few  years. 

Tahitans  have  splendidly  developed  teeth,  but  they  have  an 
abominable  custom  of  interfering  with  them,  under  certain  cir- 
cumstandBS — such  as  extracting  some  of  them.  If  unmolested, 
they  endure  white  and  perfect  to  extreme  old  age. 

New  2iealanders  do  not  exceed  the  common  stature  of 
Europeans,  and,  in  general,  are  not  so  well  made  about  tlie 
limbs.  Their  color  is  of  a  different  cast,  varying  from  a  prett j 
deep  black  to  yellowish,  with  tolerably  regular  features.  Their 
faces  are  round,  with  tnll  lips,  large  eyes,  black  hair,  straight 
and  strong.  Like  most  barbarians,  their  teeth  are  broad,  f ullj 
developed,  and  white. 

Capt.  Fitzroy  says  of  the  New  Zealanders,  they  are  like 
those  of  the  Tangians  in  regard  to  their  dental  apparatus.  In 
old  age  they  are  either  all  w(»m  down,  or  present  an  anomalous 
appearance. 

Those  natives  residing  near  hot  sulphurous  springs  or  sul- 
phur waters,  on  the  bordera  of  the  lake  of  Botuma,  have  enamel 
on  their  front  teeth  yellow,  although  that  does  not  impair  their 
soundness. 
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To  tlio  eastward  of  tlit  Society  Islands,  in  the  South  Pacific, 
are  the  Gambier  Islands.  Tliey  arc  inliabited  by  a  people  fairer 
tliaii  the  Sandwich  Islanders.  The  average  height  of  the  men 
is  about  that  of  Euglieliraen,  but  thoj  are  not  very  robust.  In 
'  their  muscles  there  is  a  flabbine£e,.and  in  old  men  a  laxity  of 
integuments:  their  skia  haDgy  in  folds  on  different  parts  of  the 
body.  They  have  Asiatic  coimtenaiices,  with  extremely  white 
teetli ;  but  they  are  represented  to  fall  out  at  an  early  pnriod. 

In  Easter  Island,  the  most  remote  from  tlie  continent  of  all 
inhabited  islands  on  the  earth,  there  are  finely  developed  in- 
habitants, with  excellent  fcatnrea.  The  women  are  particularly 
handsome.  Such  beautiful  teeth  are  nowhere  else  to  be  found. 
In  the  San  War  group  of  islanda,  all  the  natives  have  superb 
teeth.  The  Tarawan  ItJands,  abounding  in  cocoanute,  fish, 
guava,  banian  trees,  and  sugar  cane,  the  people  have  fionnd^ 
white  teeth. 

The  Great  Yita,  one  of  a  group  of  islands  between  the 
fifth  and  nineteenth  degrees  Bouth  latitude,  the  inhabitanu 
are  celebrated  for  their  sound  teeth.  So  are  the  Feejeans. 
In  fact,  it  has  been  the  remark  of  voyagers  generally,  that 
the  teeth  of  those  distant  i&landers  are  always  sound,  white, 
and  Jicarly  as  perfect  as  such  organs  can  bo,  and  remain  ao  to 
extreme  old  age. 

Yanikora,  anotlier  cluster  of  islands,  is  inhabited  by  A 
black  race,  who  cultivate  taro,  iguanas,  and  kava.  Although 
email  in  size,  they  approach  the  negm  in  general  physical 
appearance  and  organization,  with  countenances  singularly 
resembling  the  ourang-ontang, — their  eyes  being  largo,  deeply 
set,  and  very  much  like  those  of  tlie  genuine  negro  of  tha 
tropics.  Their  lips  are  large  and  their  bair  eriap.  An  in- 
veterate use  of  betel  destroys  their  teeth  early,  which  wonld 
last  as  long  as  those  of  the  if^landere  i>f  whom  we  have  been 
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■peaking,  were  it  not  for  the  yke  of  ohewing  that  abomiiuiUe 
prodact  of  the  vegetable  kingdom  which  destroys  them. 

The  natives  of  Australia  differ  fit>m  eveiy  other  race  of 
men  in  features,  complexion,  habits,  and  language.  Thej  have 
black  hair,  a  cinnamon  colored  skin,  and  a  dilated  nose,  with 
higjh  cheek-bones— often  an  elongated  upper  jaw,  with  Luge 
sonnd  teeth,  very  rarely  defectiye  in  any  respect 

Throughout  South  America,  and  everywhere  on  the  PadfiCi 
all  tribes  which  have  been  met  with  from  the  earliest  period  of 
Spanish  exploration,  are  distinguished  for  sound  teeth.  Ex- 
humed skulls  exhibiting  a  condition  of  the  ancestors  of  all  the 
tribes  for  more  than  a  thousand  years  before  any  of  them  were 
known  to  European  navigators^  show  what  perfect  teeth  ihej 
had  when  living.  Even  after  a  lapse  of  ten  centuries,  thej  are 
still  white,  sound,  and  powerfully  strong. 

All  aborigines  of  North  America  had  sound,  white  teeth. 
Katives  of  Eastern  Patagonia,  according  to  Dr.  Allen's  memo- 
randa, are  a  tall,  extremely  stout  race  of  men.  They  are  of  a 
rich  brown,  rather  of  a  reddish  tint,  with  broad  heads,  rather 
flat  on  the  top,  a  large  mouth,  thick  lips,  and  prodigiously 
strong  teeth.  In  one  of  the  islands  in  the  Magellanic  archi- 
pelago, where  the  men  are  not  more  than  five  feet  tall  on  an 
average,  they  are  quite  as  remarkable  as  any  race  yet  dis- 
covered, for  white,  sound,  well-proportioned  teeth. 

In  such  estimation  are  sound  teeth  among  some  South 

American  Indians,  that  they  actually  wear  collars  ornamented 

with  them.     Those  strange  appendages  of  humanity  are  called 

Botacudos.     The  Chaymas,  another  wild  race,  very  analagous 

in  physical  appearance  and  similar  in  the  practice  of  rites  and 

ceremonies,  in  the  estimation  of  Humboldt,  leading  a  very 

simple  life,  have  fine  white  teeth. 
){ 
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Civilization  in  Kefesencb  to  Teeth. 


Civilizatiun  liaa  been  deetnictive  to  teetli.  A  few,  out  of 
many,  resist  those  influences  wliicli  bring  on  premature  decay ; 
but  a  majority  of  the  population  throughout  the  United  States 
have  either  lost  some  or  the  whole  in  both  jaws.  Where  are 
we  to  look  for  a  cause  of  such  univerBally  defective  teeth  i 

Dr.  Allen  is  empliatic  in  denonnciug  tlie  flour  of  which  onr 
bread  is  nsnally  made,  as  the  reason  why  teeth  fall  into  decay. 
If  flour  were  not  bolted,  but  baked  as  it  conies  fi-om  between 
the  stones  in  grinding,  elements  eseential  to  tho  growth  and 
reparation  of  the  teeth  would  be  disposed  of  in  the  system  for 
their  benefit.  But  the  pboiiphate  of  bme,  existing  aloue  in  the 
bran,  is  completely  taken  out  in  the  process  of  bolting,  leaving 
nothing  Tor  ihe  teeth.  That  is  fed  to  horses,  swine,  and  cattle, 
whose  teeth  get  the  bene6t  of  it,  while  we  seek  assietance  of 
dentists,  which  would  not  be  necessary,  had  we  subsisted  on 
food  that  had  not  been  deprived  of  elements  introduced  in  it 
to  keep  the  teeth  in  sound  working  order. 

Dr.  Allen,  closing  bis  valuable  researches  on  the  anatomy 
and  general  economy  of  the  teeth,  expresses  himself  as 
follows ; — 

"  According  to  our  national  statistics — 1860 — there  were  in 
the  United  States,  13,668  milling  establishments  for  the 
manufaetore  of  flour  and  meal,  requiring  27,626  men,  at  an 
annual  coat  for  labor  of  (8,721,391.  Thus  you  see  the  number 
of  men,  mills,  bolting-cloths,  and  dollars,  that  are  employed  in 
this  great  improvement  devised  by  man  for  changing  the  pro- 
portions of  one  of  the  most  imi>ortant  constituents  in'*the 
country. 

"  The  result  of  ignoring  this  mineral  element  from  the  staff 
of  life  ia,  nndonbtedly,  to  a  great  extent,  one  of  the  most  pro- 
1?" 
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mincnt  causes  of  this  national  calamity  (poor  teeth),  that 
sweeps  from  the  population  20,000,000  of  teeth  every  year. 

"  The  potter  cannot  make  the  bowl  without  the  clay,  neither 
can  good  teeth  be  formed  without  a  due  proportion  of  lime, 
which  is  abundantly  provided  for  our  use  upon  the  outer  portion 
of  the  grain ;  and  in  rejecting  that  portion  of  the  cereals,  we 
virtually  refuse  to  use  the  requisite  materials  of  which  the  teeth 
are  formed.  We  also  deprive  ourselves  of  a  due  proportion  of 
atmospheric  constituents,  especially  in  our  crowded  cities.  And 
also  of  the  requisite  amount  of  exercise  to  promote  vigoroua 
health  and  good  constitutions.  If  we  would  be  instrumental 
in  doing  more  good  in  our  profession,  let  us  do  all  in  our  power 
to  diffuse  these  important  truths  among  the  people." 

In  order  to  form  good  teeth,  the  proper  materiaiB  must  be 
used  to  make  them ;  otherwise  they  will  be  defective  in 
their  structure,  and  liable  to  eai'ly  decay. 

The  materials  of  which  good  teeth  are  formed  are  as 
follows : — 

Phouphato  of  limo,  witli  traces  of  fluoride  of  calcium 67.72 

Carbonate  of  lime 8.36 

Soluble  tjalts 0.83 

Cartilage 27.61 

Fat , 0.40 

The  enamel  or  external  covering  of  the  teeth  has  a  still 
larger  proportion  of  the  phosphate  and  carbonate  of  lime. 
These  different  constituents  are  furnished  us  in  the  food  de- 
signed for  our  use.  Other  constituents  are  also  thus  provided, 
of  wliicli  the  soft  tissues  are  formed.  Although  there  are 
traces  of  the  mineral  element  in  other  articles  of  diet,  yet  the 
largest  supplies  are  found  in  the  cereals,  in  the  following 
proportions : — 
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In  SOO  lbs.  of  whole  ^n  (wheat)  thers  ifl 

Musdo  material 78  Iba. 

Boue  and  teeth  material 85  " 

Fat  principle ,, .  13  " 

600  lbs.  of  Gne  four  contain  muscle  material. 63  " 

Bone  and  teeth  mkterittL 80  " 

Fal  prlndpla , 10  " 


I 


Tlie  Creator  haa  not  only  provided  the  proper  materialB  for 
boUdJng  up  tlie  human  system  with  all  its  parte,  but  Le  Laa 
also  given  us  a  fixed  standard  of  proportions  for  each  matenal 
to  be  used,  which  we  should  recognize  as  correct;  but  instead 
of  doing  so,  we  change  the  proportions  of  the  mineral  element 
(whidi  is  deposited  in  the  outer  portion  of  the  grain)  by  bolting 
out  nearly  two-thirds  of  it  from  every  barrel  of  flotir,  and  dis- 
carding it  from  the  staff  of  life,  simply  because  it  is  the  fashion 
to  hare  our  bread  made  of  the  finest  flour,  that  it  may  be  white 
instead  of  dark. 

Now,  it  is  estimated  that  a  healthy  child  consumes  half  a ' 
barrel  of  Sour  in  a  year;  and  if  this  be  fine,  white  flour,  the 
child  is  denied  twenty  pounds  a  year  of  that  portion  of  the 
grain  which  contains  the  proper  materials  for  bones  and  teeth. 
This  deficiency  of  the  mineral  element  in  the  food  causes  the 
teeth  to  bo  comparatively  soft  and  chalky  in  their  structure ; 
and  the  result  is,  in  this  country,  where  fine  flour  is  principally 
used  for  bread,  there  is  not  one  in  twenty  without  more  or  leas 
decayed  teeth  before  they  have  passed  the  morning  of  life.  On 
the  other  hand,  those  nations  who  do  not  change  the  proportions 
of  the  mineral  constituents  in  their  food,  do  not  lose  tlioir  teeth 
from  decay.  Tins  fact  is  well  established  by  various  writers 
upon  the  physical  history  of  man,  in  different  parts  of  the 
world,  and  is  a  recognized  principle  of  physiology ;  and  yet,  as 
a  nation,  we  are  regardless  of  the  consequences,  and  sacrifice 
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many  millions  of  teeth  annnaDy.  This  national  calamity  can 
be  prevented  to  a  great  extent  by  simply  popularizing  a  change 
of  fiflhion.  Let  the  bread  of  this  nation  be  made  from  nn- 
bolted  floor.  Let  as  cease  to  change  the  fixed  standard  of  pro- 
portions in  the  constituents  from  which  the  teeth  are  made,  and 
then  we  may  expect  these  oigan»  to  be  well  formed,  and  to 
last  as  long  as  the  other  parts  of  the  system.  If  this  love  of 
fsshion  has  too  strong  a  hold  upon  the  public  mind  to  do  this, 
let  parents,  who  regard  the  welfare  of  their  children,  ponder 
well  this  subject,  and  decide  which  is  best  for  their  little  ones — 
fine  fiour  or  fine  teeth. 

The  essence  of  all  arguments  advanced  to  prove  that  our 
teeth  decay  prematurely,  in  consequence  of  the  ill-treatment 
they  receive,  has  been  printed  and  promulgated  from  so  noany 
reliable  sources,  that  it  is  lamentable  no  heed  is*  given  to 
such  important  information. 

Phosphate  of  lime,  which  is  essential  to  the  good  condition 
of  teeth,  is  carefully  sifted  out  of  flour  that  bakers  may  have 
white  bread  to  sell.  The  bran  contains  it.  That  being  con- 
sidered of  no  real  value,  though  a  little  better  than  nothing,  is 
given  to  swine,  cows,  and  horses.  Therefore  there  is  fed  out 
to  domestic  animals  the  most  important  element  in  grain, 
which,  if  used  in  human  food,  would  insure  better  teeth  and  a 
higher  development  of  many  silly  brains. 

Because  this  important  fact  is  of  immense  consequence  to 
remember,  that  parents  may  pursue  a  course  that  might  secure 
sound  teeth  for  their  children,  the  statement,  like  some  other 
physiological  lessons,  has  been  often  repeated  in  the  foregoing 
pages,  at  the  risk  of  being  considered  unnecessarily  tauto- 
logical. 
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How  it  is  Abused — Dcaqnimationa — DepUation — EicesBlre  Growtli — Bald- 
ness— CoveringB   for  the   Hend — Lainmnt   Hair — Preservation — H^r-    ■ 
Djea — ObjecUons  to  them — ESeoto  of  Lead  PreparBtionB — Sulpliiy- 

WoMEN  have  fewer  vicea  than  men,  biit  they  have  Btronger 
prejudices.  "Whoever  or  whatever  is  liked  they  love ;  and  when- 
ever they  hate,  it  is  with  the  apite  of  a  demon. 

The  opinions  of  women  in  regard  to  propriety  and  personal 
appearance  allow  of  no  interference ;  and  in  doing  that  wMch 
ia  actually  detrimental  to  themselves,  if  satisfied  it  is  the  cnstom 
of  a  majority  of  tlie  sex,  they  cannot  ho  easily  persuaded  to 
change  their  sentiments.  Reasoning  is  of  no  use  with  those 
■who  cannot  be  moved  by  arguments  when  they  run  counter  to 
their  wishes. 

"Women  bear  miBfortune  with  heroism,  but  ridicule  cannot  be 
endured.  Ilunger,  thirst,  and  innumerable  privations  are  borne 
with  becoming  fortitude ;  but  when  they  are  objects  of  jest,  in 
the  way  of  derision,  if  no  other  way  of  escape  presents,  suicide 
is  boldly  perpetrated. 

Nothing  quite  so  completely  engrosses  their  thoughts  aa 
drees.  It  is  an  idol  of  their  adoration,  and,  therefore,  an  ever- 
preeent  subject  of  contemplation.  A  woman  unfasliionably 
clotlied  bad  better  be  in  a  tomb,  if  she  has  aspirations  for  posi- 
tion. Tliey  also  worship  jewelry,  especially  in  the  form  of 
rings,  bracelets;   and,  above  all,  diamonds  take  ench  hold  of 
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tlicni,  that  tliC'V  arc  fahhionablv  considered  ancliors  which  will 
hold  a  ship  at  her  moorings  through  all  the  stonus  that  threaten 
the  stahilitv  of  social  life. 

One  of  the  first  thoughts  of  a  woman,  whether  a  qneen  or  a 
chaml)ennaid  of  a  second-rate  hotel,  is  to  have  her  hair  taste- 
fully  dressed.  Were  the  house  on  fire,  or  an  enemy  sacking 
the  city,  a  tnie  woman  would  flee  with  reluctance  from  impend- 
ing ruin,  if  her  coiflFure  were  unfinished. 

A  woman's  hair  is  an  ornament  which  serves  her  longer 
than  the  flushes  of  health,  and  it  would  remain  beautiful,  tliick, 
strong,  and  ornamental  quite  into  advanced  age,  were  it  not 
badly  treated.  Because  they  are  ix^i-petually  doing  something 
to  injure  it,  it  is  spoiled.  As  in  the  practice  of  other  violations 
of  sanitary  laws,  some  individuals  have  such  a  fountain  of 
vitality  as  to  resist  influences  which  destroy  otliers;  so  in 
respect  to  the  human  hair.  Some  ladies  are  remarkable  for  its 
profusion  and  fine  color  late  in  life,  while  most  of  the  sisterhood 
contrive  to  thin  it  out  and  destroy  it,  unknowingly,  of  course. 

A  woinairR  hair  is  an  ornament,  independently  of  an  im- 
portant service  it  performs  in  her  vital  economy. 

How  Injured. 

Because  they  are  always  endeavoring  to  improve  its  appear- 
ance by  unremitting  attentions,  they  are  exceedingly  apt  to 
deprive  themselves  of  the  full  development  of  a  thickly-set 
head  of  hair  by  too  much  manipulation. 

Some  of  the  self-imposed  cares  which  contemplate  an  im- 
provement of  their  personal  appearance,  medicated  washes, 
pomatums,  etc.,  to  their  hair,  do  it  an  injury.  Such  violent 
discipline  as  it  is  subjected  to  with  combs,  not  only  breaks 
individual  hairs,  but  inflammations  are  induced  in  the  scalp 
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wliich  impair  the  office  of  the  bnlhs  by  raking  tlie  cuticnlar 
Biirface  too  severely, 

Females  bo  circumstanced  by  their  low  state  of  civilizatioa 
as  to  rarely  dreee  their  tangled  locka,  have  an  immense  growtli 
of  it.  BquawB,  particularly,  who  are  habitoally  bare-headed  in 
all  conditions  of  weather,  not  only  have  a  profusion  of  liair,  hut 
it  is  strong,  long,  and  so  well  set,  that  even  combing,  a  process 
only  occasionally  undertaken,  neither  loosens  nor  breaks  it. 
Exposure,  tlierefore,  to  the  open  air  is  exceedingly  conducive 
to  a  healthy  condition  of  that  natural  covering  of  the  head, 
wliich  performs  an  office  in  relation  to  the  brain  of  wliich 
physiologists  have  as  yet  a  very  imperfect  knowledge. 

Not  satisfied  with  giving  a  parallelism  to  hairs  in  combing, 
when  masses  are  twisted  into  cords  or  closely  braided,  the  strain 
given  at  the  roots  not  only  injures  the  cell  trom  whence  each 
hair  springs,  but  the  hair  itself  is  maimed,  and,  its  connection 
BO  disturbed,  it  becomes  brittle,  breaks  easily,  or  falls  out 
entirely. 

This  explains  how  the  comb  becomes  laden  with  hair  at  each 
repetition  of  combing.  Ladies  are  alarmed  at  it,  and  puzzle 
themselves  for  a  reason  of  such  a  phenomenon.  But  nature 
would  rarely  be  at  fault,  if  its  processes  were  not  grossly  inter- 
fered with  by  ruthless  hands. 

Women  would  become  bald  like  men,  were  their  bonnets  ae 
badly  contrived  as  hats  for  excluding  air.  Being  light,  gener- 
ally of  open  work,  which  gives  a  free  ventilation,  perspiration 
escapes,  and  an  increased  temperature  of  retained  air  is  pre- 
vented. Then,  again,  they  seldom  cover  the  head,  even  with 
their  light  feathery  gear,  more  than  a  few  hours  at  a  time  in 
the  course  of  twenty-fonr  hours.  The  materials  of  which  their 
bonnets  are  fabricated  are  of  a  texture  far  more  favorabltt 
tor  the  protection  of  hair,  or  rather  non-interference  with  it, 
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than  felt  or  stiffened  glazed  pasteboard,  made  impervionB  by  a 
coating  of  gum-sliellac  in  all  kinds  of  modem  hats. 

Hats. 

A  few  manufacturers,  having  become  enlightened  in  regard 
to  the  importance  of  having  the  same  temperature  within  the 
hat  as  outside,  have  small  orifices  made  in  the  top  or  sidea, 
which  no  way  mar  its  beauty.  Ventilation,  secured  by  small 
apertures,  is  philosophical ;  and  had  hats  been  so  constmeted 
from  boyhood,  they  would  probably  have  saved  many  from 
baldness  whose  heads  have  not  a  hair  on  the  top. 

Desquamations. 

Desquamations  of  the  scarfskin,  in  a  mealy,  white  sort  of 
powder,  under  the  common  name  of  dandruff,  is  wholly  due  to  a 
protracted  chronic  inflammation  of  the  scalp.  Successive  crops 
are  thrown  off,  and  they  continue  to  be  just  as  long  as  the  hair 
is  kept  too  much  on  the  strain,  by  being  pinioned  Tvith  side- 
combs  and  firmly-fixed  pins. 

Whenever  the  slow  state  of  inflammation  continues 
for  a  considerable  time,  patches  of  hair  come  out,  leaving 
bare,  bald  spots  which  are  rarely  ever  reclothed  with  another 
crop.  Tliere  is  a  vital  tenacity  in  the  bulbs  wliich  holds  out  so 
that  tliin  solitary  hairs,  short  and  sickly,  give  a  hope  of  a 
restoration,  but  they  possess  but  little  strength,  and  seldom 
have  much  color  or  vigor. 

Cases  are  cited,  when,  after  partial  baldness,  new  and  vigor- 
ous hair  shoots  forth ;  but  that  depends  more  on  the  constitu- 
tional vigor  of  the  individual  than  on  drugs,  pomatums,  or  other 
miscalled  hair-restoratives. 

Wlien  hair  does  reappear,  it  is  certain  the  cells  which,  in  their 
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aggregation,  conetitute  a  bulb,  are  intact.  I£  tbe^'  begiii  to  secrete 
good  hair,  of  a  quality  which  was  raised  in  youth,  it  must  be  & 
gratification,  and  the  secret  of  it  is  the  vital  energy  of  the  gyBtem. 
Such  bald  places  aa  have  been  described  pecoliar  to  women 
who  bestow  the  most  care  upon  their  hair, — a  reason  for  it  ia 
theoretically  imagined  to  be  the  growing  propensity  o£  invisible 
parasites.  But  it  is  qnite  doubtful  whether  Buch  tnites  are 
operating  as  extensively  as  supposed.  In  fact,  whether  any 
Buch  destructive  invisibles  infest  hair  that  is  so  often  combed, 
brnshed,  and  otherwise  variously  treated,  is  queationable. 


A  Bald  Woman. 

A  perfectly  bald  woman  is  extremely  rare ;  still,  there  are  a 
few.  Those  partially  so  are  common.  Wigs  are  so  ingeniooalj 
fabricated,  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  determine  which  has  snc- 
ceeded  best,  Nature  or  Art.  A  system  of  hair-dressing,  com- 
mencing with  the  day,  leaves  it  roped,  cabled,  and  pinioned,  ae 
thongh  each  mass  were  a  prisoner. 

With  such  a  condition  of  the  head,  an  arrest  of  dcpilation 
could  hardly  be  expected.  The  first  step  towards  improving 
the  secretion  of  hair,  is  to  abandon  severe  tension,  and  the  next 
measure  should  be  to  dispense  with  caps  night  or  day. 

A  coar&o  net,  merely  sufBcient  to  keep  the  hair  from  falling 
into  disorder,  is  the  only  covering  that  should  be  worn.  No 
tonic  application  will  compare  with  pure  cold  water,  next  to  air, 
which  holds  the  first  place.  Its  value  is  demonstrated  in  the 
immense  development  of  hair  on  the  heads  of  those  who  wear 
neither  hats,  caps,  nor  bonnets. 

Some  ladies  are  deluded  with  a  theory  that  hair  is  kept  soft, 
pliable,  and  glossy,  by  being  covered  with  oiled  silk.  With 
that  expectation,  those  more  than  aaually  solicitous  for  its  pre- 
18 
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Bervation,  on  the  appearance  of  deterioration,  fly  to  that  perni- 
cious course,  and  thus  actually  hasten  a  catastrophe  they  are  most 
anxious  to  avoid. 

When  a  luxuriant  growth  of  hair  floats  about  so  much  un- 
heeded by  young  misses  as  to  be  troublesome,  the  extent  of 
confinement  to  which  it  should  be  subjected  is  the  use  of  a  net. 
Exhalations  are  not  then  impeded.  If  not  as  freely  evaporated 
from  the  cranial  surface  as  from  the  neck,  face,  and  hands,  of 
the  roots  of  which  such  frequent  mention  has  been  made,  will 
surely  take  on  a  morbid  action. 

Extraordinary  Growth. 

Very  tall,  slender,  fragile  young  ladies,  who  develop  prema- 
turely,— that  is,  present  all  the  physical  signs  of  perfect 
womanhood  from  thirteen  to  fifteen,  are  generally  distinguish- 
ed for  a  profusion  of  long,  soft  hair.  It  is  related  that  one  of 
those  delicate,  and  certainly  too  quickly-made  women,  who 
leaped,  as  it  were,  from  childhood  into  the  full  proportions  of  a 
woman,  without  possessing  a  corresponding  mental  development, 
had  such  an  unnatural  growth  of  hair  as  to  cause  her  death. 
It  grew  several  inches  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  consequently 
exhausted  the  vitality  of  her  system  in  an  unprecedented  man- 
ner. Such  examples  are  rare,  but  occur  frequently  enough  to 
become  matters  of  physiological  record. 

When  it  is  apparent  the  development  is  in  excess,  the 
quantity  and  growth  of  the  hair  being  wholly  disproportioned 
to  the  rest  of  the  body,  and,  therefore,  self-evidently  diverting 
nutrition  from  other  channels,  medical  counsel  is  advisable. 

Advice  from  old  women,  just  because  they  are  old,  is  not 
prudent.  Hundreds  of  them  in  large  communities  are  plethoric 
with  receipts  for  human  afflictions ;  but  neither  their  opinions, 
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nor  their  oiotments, — commonly  fftrragOBofincompatible8,cTiem- 
ically  conBidered, — should  be  accepted.  They  may  succeed  in 
making  water-gniel,  spreading  mustard  plasters,  or  nnderBtand 
the  way  of  preparing  catnip-tea  ;  but  if  health  is  a  boon,  never 
tmst  to  any  for  prescriptiona  for  preserving  it,  who  are  not  con- 
versant witli  the  law  of  life. 


SlOX   OF  A  VCLQAKIAN. 

There  arc  a  plenty  of  bold  men  who  might  have  been 
clothed  in  their  own  hair  instead  of  a  barber's  wig,  had  they 
confonned  to  the  nsages  of  cultivated  society— leaving  their 
hats  in  the  entry  before  entering  a  drawing-room.  It  is  one  of 
the  rndest  and  most  common  of  vnlgariiioB,  and  therefore 
deserving  a  severe  reprehension,  that  in  some  of  the  Southern 
States  a  man'a  hat  is  a  permnnent  fixture  to  his  head.  Whether 
they  are  removed  at  night  is  a  question.  Certainly,  tliey  wear 
them  in  the  presence  of  ladies  as  tenaciously  as  orthodox  Israe- 
lites do  theirs  in  a  synagogue.  If  anything  smacks  of  extreme 
vulgarity,  it  is  to  see  a  person  claiming  to  be  a  gentleman,  sit- 
ting in  a  parlor  in  conversation  with  ladies  withont  remoTing 
his  hut 

AimqciTT  OF  WioB. 

Revelations  from  the  mummy  pits  of  Egypt  show  that 
Bttbjects  of  the  Pharaohs  of  tlie  male  gender  all  wore  wigs.  They 
were  extremely  light  and  skilfully  made  of  delicate  materials, 
which  permitted  a  free  ventilation.  At  present,  and  indeed  for 
many  centuries  past,  since  mnrnmy-making  was  abandoned. 
Orientals  have  their  heads  closely  shaven  about  every  ten  days. 
Even  male  infants  pass  through  the  same  operation,  and  have 
it  continued  as  long  as  they  live.    As  mummies  were  shaven 
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MB  far  back  in  the  history  of  Nilolio  civilization  as  any  andientic 
eridences  can  be  found,  it  appean  that  in  exchanging  wigs  for 
tiie  tarbonah  or  red  felt  aknll-cap— barbering  the  capnt  was  not 
omitted.  It  is  a  national  costom  in  the  East  of  extreme 
antiquity. 

It  is  an  opinion,  founded  on  the  supposition  that  yenniiL 
have  always  been  such  a  source  of  personal  annoyance  inEgypt, 
that  tiie  only  way  of  escaping  from  them  was  to  cut  off  the 
hair  where  one  variety  principally  burrow.  Barbers  are  very 
common  in  the  cities  of  Egypt,  plying  their  razors  on  tiie  heads 
of  customers  by  the  wayside  at  all  hours.  They  use  no  aoqp^ 
but  simply  moisten  the  hair  with  water,  then  pare  the  crsnimn 
as  smoothe  as  an  eggshell. 

Females  in  that  same  vennin*  infested  country  cultivate  long 
hair  like  other  women.  They  are  less  exposed  to  camels^  don- 
kies,  dogs,  and  goats,  than  men,  and  hence  less  liable  to  the 
tribulation  to  which  the  other  sex  are  exposed  from  their 
intercourse  with  those  animals. 

Pbekatube  Loss. 

A  premature  disappearance  of  hair,  like  a  premature  loss  of 
teeth,  results  from  neglect,  or,  in  other  words,  in  consequence 
of  not  taking  proper  care  of  either.  It  is  asserted  in  a  popular 
theological  work,  that  teeth  were  never  intended  to  ache.  But 
they  do,  and  generally  those  who  deplore  their  loss  are  very 
much  to  blame. 

Hair  being  a  secretion  directly  from  arterial  blood  through 
the  agency  of  a  peculiar  glandular  apparatus,  intimately  asso- 
ciated with  cells  fh)m  whence  it  shoots  forth,  if  any  violence  is 
inflicted  on  them,  their  function  is  interrupted,  and  if  that 
violence  continue,  they  die  and  are  obliterated. 

A  beautiful  network  of  vessels  and  nerves  surrounds  each 
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hair  balb.  Tlie  vascularity  is  apparent  under  microscopic  in- 
Bpeutioa.  Tlierefore,  the  less  we  do  in  dressing  the  hair  beyond 
keeping  it  orderly,  the  better.  By  frequently  cropping,  it  ia 
supposed  to  thicken  the  hairs  at  their  base,  and  encourage  a 
more  vigorous  growth.  To  some  extent,  that  may  be  true. 
When  short,  air  is  more  freely  admitted  to  the  scalp,  and  in- 
sensible, perepirable  emanations  escape  without  raising  an 
unhealthy  temperature  when  pent  np  in  ordinary  hate,  silk  caps, 
and  fur  head-dreases. 

The  whole  secret  of  having  luxuriant  hair  is  to  keep  it  suffi- 
ciently loose  for  a  free  access  of  air,  and  never  resorting  to  oils, 
pomatums,  or  hear's-grease,  however  sweetly  scented  to  disguise 
their  origin  in  lard,  cotton-seed  oil,  or  goose-grease. 

Ko  preparation  compares  with  pure  cold  water,  for  giving  a 
gloee  and  vitality  to  a  lady's  hair.  Nothing  equals  it,  and  being 
within  the  reach  of  all,  they  have  the  means  of  secnring  a 
precious  boon  without  money  or  price. 


Obat  Haih. 

Another  point  in  regard  to  hair  relates  to  its  color.  Ladies 
become  gray,  occasionaUy,  while  they  consider  themselves 
younger  than  they  really  are.  It  is  no  evidence  of  old  age  to 
have  white  or  gray  hair  as  early  as  when  just  emerging  from 
their  teena.  It  is  a  hereditary  affair  in  such  cases,  and  shows 
itself  through  one  or  two  generations.  Nor  can  a  defective 
secretion  of  coloring  matter  be  restored  by  any  art  or  applica^ 
tion  known  to  science. 

It  has  been  said  the  Chinese  have  a  mode  of  meeting  the 
difficulty  by  taking  something  into  the  stomach  that  supplies 
the  blood  with  an  element  for  restoring  the  hair  to  its  original 
color     The  chemists  doubt  it,  and  they  know  quite  as  much 
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and  far  more  of  soienoe  than  people  of  the  floweiy  eentnl 
kingdoin. 

Hair^jea  are  exienaiyely  mannfactnred  to  ooTer  up  ihoee 
premature  indicationa  of  age,  about  whieh  aome  ladiea  are 
eztremelj  aenaitive,  without  reflectiiig  upon  the  fact  that  it  is 
an  incidental  circnmatanoe,  aometimea  quite  independent  of 
IcmgeTitj. 

Moral  objectiona  are  nidged  against  the  nae  or  reaort  to  hair- 
dyeSi  on  the  acore  of  its  being  a  deception.  But  ladiea  praetiae 
other  deoeptiona  quite  aa  heinona,  and  if  one  ia  wrong,  the 
other  18  equally  reprehensible,  although  no  public  censor  liaa 
jet  had  the  courage  to  particularize  what  those  deceptiona 
maybe. 

Kthe  color  of  an  edifice  does  not  suit,  the  proprietor  givm 
it  another  to  meet  his  views,  without  causing  any  unpleaaant 
eommenta  of  those  passing  by  aa  to  hia  right  to  intei^ere  with 
a  natural  process  of  decay  that  is  going  on,  or  the  moral  ter* 
pitude  of  coTering  up  a  color  which  he  does  not  like  with 
another  more  acceptable  to  his  taste. 

Ladies  have  the  same  inalienable  right  to  color  their  fiery  red, 
yellow,  or  gray  hair  to  black,  brown,  or  any  other  tint  which 
makes  it  more  conformable  to  their  individual  standard  of 
beauty,  without  scruple  or  apology. 

It  is  a  duty  to  look  as  well  as  we  can  to  other  eyes.  If  we 
can  appear  younger  than  we  are  by  a  little  beet-juice  on  the 
cheeks,  or  have  the  hair  at  fifty  look  as  it  did  at  eighteen, 
there  is  no  more  wickedness  in  doing  so,  than  in  wearing 
artificial  teeth. 

If  it  is  an  offence  in  the  sight  of  heaven  to  color  our  hair, 
it  must  be  an  offence  also  to  substitute  new  clothing  for  thread- 
bare garments.  The  moment  waning  humanity  attempts  to 
rejuvenate  in  external  appearance,  there  are  troops  of  excessively 
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good  people  who  denounce  it  with  holy  horror,  as  a  profana- 
tion and  an  unpardonable  offence  against  Christian  propriety. 

We  are  advocates  for  hamileBa  improvements  in  onr  ex- 
ternal ajtpearance,  even  if  it  relates  to  the  substitution  of  new 
clothes  for  old  ones.  As  tlie  hair  first  indicates  the  decreaso 
of  vital  force,  there  is  nothing  criminal,  or  particularly  offensive 
to  the  public  sentiment  in  keeping  up  cheerful  appearances 
to  conceal  the  melancholy  -discovery  that  we  are  no  longer 
young. 

No  one  is  so  weak  as  to  suppose  that  by  staining  the 
cheeks  or  coloring  the  hair,  either  will  prolong  their  stay  on 
earth,  or  prevent  them  going  to  that  far-off  country  from 
whence  no  traveller  returns.  To  remain  at  a  stand-still  point 
and  be  forever  in  tlie  bloom  of  youth,  with  no  indications  of 
having  passed  a  meridian,  cannot  be  expected.  Cut  it  ia 
gratifying  to  some  to  conceal  their  intirmities,  bat  not  bo  easy 
as  to  cover  np  wrinkles  or  mount  a  wig. 

Through  the  instrumentalities  of  art,  ladies  succeed  ad- 
mirably in  covering  up  many  evidences  of  having  been  in  the 
land  of  the  living  considerably  longer  than  they  are  willing 
to  acknowledge. 

Pharmaceutical  preparations  for  external  and  int^nal 
aduiinistratiou,  of  no  value  whatever,  are  articles  of  commer- 
cial importance,  because  they  are  represented  to  do  so  mnch 
towards  the  rejuvenation  of  antiquated  females.  They  cannot 
be  convinced  of  the  imposition,  so  strong  is  tlie  desire  to 
appear  in  perpetual  vigor.  An  active  trade  in  hair-dyes,  under 
the  title  of  restorert,  regenerators,  ifwigorat&ra,  etc.,  therefore, 
ia  mainly  sustained  by  those  of  both  sexes  who  fancy  gray 
hair  speaks  too  plainly  of  age. 

Do  hair-dyes  interfere  with  the  health  of  those  who  apply 


{go  TBM  WATB  OV  WOMBV. 


Ooctmonally  frightful  aooonnts  of  thieir  pcnaonaoB  eSBolt 
mike  exoeUent  senflatioiial  pangnpha^  and  aid  thA  aale  of 
iome  new  preparation  that  is  repreeented  *  to  contain  no  in- 
jnriona  properties. 

Under  the  impression  that  tiie  skin  absorbs  fluids^  hair- 
dyes  are  occasionally  denounced.  It  is  very  qnestionable 
whether  any  eaticnlar  imbibation  can  take  place.  Experiments^ 
carefully  conducted  to  determine  whether  it  is  possible  for  the 
ddn  to  absorb  any  kind  of  fluid  in  which  tiie  whole  bodj  had 
been  immersed  for  honrs,  and  varied  in  temperaturei  it  oonid 
not  be  detected  in  any  of  the  oigans,  or  in  the  secretions  or 
eansretions ;  nor  by  weighing  before  snd  after,  was  tiiere  any 
loss  more  than  might  reasonably  be  expected  by  eyaporatioo. 

Therefore,  hair-dyes  are  not,  and  cannot  be*  absorbed.  Ik 
is  possible  to  irritate  the  scalp  with  an  acrid  preparation.  H 
there  are  abraded  surfaces,  cuts,  scratches,  Cft  open  ulcerations, 
then  it  is  quite  probable  there  might  be  both  a  local  and^a 
constitutional  disturbance.  But  if  no  such  conditions  exist, 
then  it  is  idle  to  dwell  on  the  effects  of  a  hair-dye,  even  if  it  is 
made  np  of  such  materials. 

That  lead  may  be  held  in  solution  to  a  yery  small  extent  in 
water  drawn  from  lead  pipes,  in  which  it  has  remained  con- 
siderable time,  is  not  doubted.  Some  persons  are  extremely 
susceptible  to  its  influence  in  the  minntest  form,  while  others 
are  in  no  way  molested  by  it.  Thus,  palsies  are  often  traced  to 
that  source,  and  it  is  quite  possible  those  supposed  to  have  been 
partially  or  wholly  paralyzed  by  hair-dye,  received  the  lead  in 
the  water  they  drank,  and  not  by  its  external  absorption. 

Most  of  the  dyes  have  the  reputation  of  being  made  of  lead 
and  largely  of  sulphur. 
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Lead  pipes  are  objectionable,  but  it  would  be  expensive  to 
introduce  a  substitute.  Millionaires  only  conld  afford  to  tap 
street  mains  with  silver  or  glass  tubes  of  suBicient  atrength  to 
resist  pressure  from  without  or  from  within.  Municipalities, 
boards  of  health,  and  chemists  are  convinced,  by  thorough 
investigation,  that  lead  in  solution  in  lead  water  pipes  is  so 
minute  in  quantity,  as  not  to  endanger  public  health.  Aa  well 
might  printing  be  abandoned,  and  books  and  papers  written 
with  a  pen,  as  before  the  invention  of  trj'pe,  because  one  com- 
positor in  one  hundred  thousand  has  benumbed  fingers  in 
consequence  of  lead  in  their  composition. 

There  is  a  vital  chemistry — a  preservative  force  constantly 
operating  for  the  protection  of  the  body — separating,  carrying 
away,  or  neutralizing  poisonous  properties  taken  into  the 
stomach  in  aliments  and  water,  which,  if  allowed  to  remain  un- 
changed but  a  little  time,  would  be  productive  of  painful  con- 
sequences. It  is  in  that  way  that  lead  poison  is  disposed  of 
before  so  much  of  it  accumulates  as  to  become  unmanageable 
by  that  conservative  vital  force  which  is  a  watcliful  guardian 
over  organic  life. 

Some  persons  are  infinitely  more  susceptible  to  certain  im- 
pressions than  others.  On  the  whole,  we  mnst  be  reconciled  to 
the  contingencies  of  modern  civilisation.  It  would  be  absurd 
to  abandon  thousands  of  conveniences  because  it  is  possible 
some  of  them  might  raise  a  pimple,  and  thus  mar  the  beauty 
of  a  fine  face. 

By  no  means  run  a  needless  risk  in  an  effort  to  improve 
personal  appearance ;  but  in  the  application  of  hair-dyes,  no 
danger  need  be  apprehended,  if  the  skin  is  not  broken,  and  the 
scalp  is  free  from  ulcerations. 

Simply  moistening  the  hair  cannot  in  any  way  conduct  the 
fluid  into  the  system.  Hairs  are  not  tubes  which  may  be  filled 
•      18« 
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at  tlicir  outward  extremity,  like  a  bottle ;  nor  are  thej  hollow 
cylinderB,  tlirough  which  a  stream  may  be  conveyed  to  the 
BkuU.  Uair  performs  no  such  function.  The  fluid  of  which 
they  are  funned  is  taken  directly  from  arterial  blood,  flowing 
from  the  base  outwardly.  No  inverted  action  can  take  place. 
Neuralgic  twinges,  numbness,  or  giddiness,  from  the  use  of 
hair-dyes,  are  not  produced  by  its  absorption.  If  at  all,  it  is 
by  evaporation,  and  inhaling  the  vapor  into  the  lungs,  and 
thus  conducting  the  poison  to  the  circulation. 

Hair-dyes  contain  sulphur.  That,  too,  is  denounced  on  the 
false  supposition  that  it  creeps  insidiously  througli  the  hair, 
like  a  sand-gigger,  into  the  system.  Irritation  is  not  absorp- 
tion. Continued  applications  of  solutions  of  lead  or  sulphur 
would  unquestionably  become  irritants,  and  they  indirectly 
affect  the  general  health.  A  palsy  of  the  muscles  about  the  eyes, 
or  sides  of  the  face,  or  of  the  broad,  flat  occipito  frontalis  that 
covers  the  top  of  the  head,  from  hair-dyes,  must  be  extremely 
rare ;  and  then,  rather  from  sympathy,  than  a  direct  action  of 
the  dye  to  the  extreme  twigs  of  the  first  and  second  branches 
of  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves,  which  are  finely  dispersed  in  the 
facial  muscles. 

Nerves  of  motion  emanate  from  the  vertebral  column, 
while  those  of  special  sense  have  their  origin  in  the  brain. 
Threads  of  the  superior,  middle,  and  inferior  facial  nerves 
which  control  the  muscles  on  the  sides  of  the  face,  are  wholly 
beyond  and  independent  of  twigs  from  quite  another  source 
distributed  to  the  hair  bulbs. 

There  is  no  valid  physiological  objection,  therefore,  nor 
pathological,  to  staining  white  hair  black,  brown,  or  yellow. 
If  mixtures  contain  pulverized  cantharides,  or  any  powerful 
irritant,  of  course  uncomfortable  consequences  will  follow. 

Some  hair-dye  manufacturers  claim  that  they  restore  the 
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hair  to  its  original  color.  That  is  a  mistake,  since  it  can  only 
be  accomplished  by  a  natural  process,  tlie  tint  being  carried  to 
the  bulbs  by  arterial  action.  Chemically  changing  the  color  is 
not  a  restoration,  and,  besides,  it  fades  out  in  a  few  days,  if 
neglected. 

Vegetable  dyes  are  always  preferable  to  metallic.  Turks, 
Persians,  Egyptians,  and  other  Orientals,  who  glory  in  their 
intensely  black  beards,  have  them  stained  by  decoctions  and 
inspissated  juices  of  plants.  Inmates  of  harems,  too,  avail 
themselves  of  simple  products  of  the  vegetable  kingdom  for 
their  raven  locks. 

Sulphur  is  extensively  used  in  American  hair-dyes,  but 
that  need  not  excite  alarm  or  apprehension.  When  applied,  as 
it  often  is,  to  the  whole  sur&ce  of  the  body  in  the  form  of  an 
unguent  for  cuticular  affections,  in  baths  or  internally,  no 
baneful  effects  follow.  How  much  less  direct,  when  simply 
applied  to  the  hair. 


OHAPTEBZXIL 
Thiis  Fxr. 

On^  makiB  ibi&m  Bmtll  Bnoogli— How  Umj  an  lajimd— Origia  of 

tad  Biiikloii»— Tl|^  Shoe*— SnlAifeiiiaiift  of  the  Too-JoIbU  hf  Oo»* 
pretrioB  Tndli  BnMlMr— Bril  of  Hl^  Hml»— BooMd/  for  BriMi  aad 
Bntenitlai. 

Hayivo  adyerted  to  the  painful  ooiiBeqiiences  of  weuing 
garments  that  fit  too  doedy  about  the  dieati  withoot  the  v&- 
motest  expectation  of  gaining  conTerta  among  tiioee  icr  whom 
these  observations  have  been  written,  the  consideration  of 
another  evil  of  serions  moment  to  the  every-day  comfort  of 
women,  is  a  subject  not  to  be  overlooked  by  them. 

It  being  admitted  that  Nature  is  superior  to  art,  it  is  eztrft- 
ordinary  that  women  of  sense  continue  to  torture  themselyes^ 
with  an  apparent  resoltition  to  compel  Nature  to  sanction  their 
follies.  Notwithstanding  the  most  pofiitive  and  undeniable 
proofs  that  have  been  given  in  public  lectures,  and  in  printed 
Yolumes,  to  explain  intelligibly  the  injurious  effects  of  tight- 
lacing,  women  are  as  obstinately  opposed  to  any  change  in  that 
respect,  as  they  would  be  to  a  revolution  that  would  abridge 
their  freedom,  or  interfere  with  cherished  opinions  in  regard  to 
their  moral  duties  and  obligations. 

Feet  were  designed  to  be  used  in  walking,  and  it  must  be 
admitted  that  their  anatomical  structure  admirably  fits  them  for 
sustaining  the  weight  of  the  body. 

An  architectural  arrangement  of  seven  irregularly-shapen 
bones  of  the  instep,  brought  together  in  a  manner  to  form  two 
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arches,  unequalled  in  strength  and  adaptation  for  the  pnrpoacs 
contemplated  in  their  structure,  needs  only  to  be  examined 
attentively  to  convince  a  sceptic  that  the  evidence  of  design  is 
too  forcibly  demonstrated  in  tlie  mechanical  adjoetment  of  that 
part  of  the  foot,  to  be  questioned  by  a  sane  mind. 

There  was  a  necessity  contemplated  for  giving  the  lower 
extremities  peculiar  strength.  The  feet  are  complicated 
machines,  managed  by  a  multitude  of  vessels,  cords,  nerves, 
ligaments  and  voluntary  musclea,  and  yet,  with  all  their  com- 
plexity, if  not  ill-treated,  they  rarely  get  out  of  order.  They 
would  outlast  some  of  the  apparently  higher  organs,  and  are 
Always  in  readiness  for  use  when  properly  treated. 


Dj98ATI3FIBD  WITH  NATORH. 

Women  are  notorions  for  being  dissatisfied  with  that  part  of 
their  own  organization.  Some  of  the  kindest-hearted,  sym- 
pathetic ladies,  are  intolerably  severe  upon  their  own  feet, 
.  whicli  they  torture  without  remorse,  when  it  would  distress 
them  painfully  to  witness  the  stru^les  of  a  fiy  In  a  spider's 
web.  They  comment,  without  apology,  on  the  feet  of  other 
women. 

They  are  harder  upon  their  own  feet  than  on  the  doubtful 
reputation  of  a  rival,  and  recklessly  tamper  with  their  pedal  ex- 
tremities to  their  own  diEComfitnre. 

A  small  foot  is  more  prized  by  some  women  than  a  full 
purse.  She  is  a  bold  female  who  prefers  comfortable  shoes,  if 
they  appear  to  he  large,  while  millions  conrt  the  applause  of 
fools  who  pretend  to  idolize  little  feet. 

Laws  of  proportion  are  studied  by  artists  in  living  beings; 
one  may  have  a  large  head,  another  long  fingers,  a  plump 
hand,  or  a  coarse  and  angular  pair  of  shoulders.    Some  are  dift- 
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tlDgnUlied  for  short  limbs,  others  are  stilted  up  on  immeiuely 
slender  legs,  hardly  larger  than  the  slender  supports  of  ft 
flamingo. 

Ab  people  vary  in  dimensions,  weight,  strength  or  graeefitl- 
fitttf  BO  their  feet  vary,  hot  they  are  always  preciBely  of  the 
ttt  they  onght  to  be,  to  soetain  the  preBSore  from  above. 
Unfortnnately,  ladies,  as  a  general  qbsen'ation,  do  not  see  things 
in  (hat  light.  An  arbitrary  mling  of  the  votaries  of  fashion 
has  decided  that  feet  must  be  small  to  be  elegant.  This  is  the 
reASon  why  distorted  feet  are  almost  univereal  among  women 
who  are  removed,  by  fortunate  circumstances,  above  the  lower 
stratum  of  society. 

They  patiently  enhmit  to  severe  grievances  without  com- 
plaining, bat  if  their  feet  happen  to  be  larger  than  the  standard 
of  gentility  requires,  their  lamentations,  though  not  always 
audible,  are,  nevertheless,  nursed  in  secret  throngh  years  of 
hope  and  ambition  to  be  remoulded. 

From  the  vanity  of  some  ladies,  whose  thoughts  are  more 
concentrated  on  their  feet  than  their  education,  it  impresses 
spectators  with  an  idea  that  they  think  more  of  them  than  they 
do  of  the  culture  of  their  minds. 


Abnormal  Conditions. 

Corns,  bnnions,  incurvated  nails,  callositiea  on  the  heels, 
riding  toes,  diatortiona,  chilblains,  and  many  other  troubles  of  a 
less  grievous  character,  are  each  and  all  of  them  the  resnlta  of 
wearing  such  shoes  as  most  commonly  do  not  fit  them,  in  conse- 
quence of  determining  to  wear  those  which  are  too  small. 
Tight  shoes  are  the  immediate  agents  in  the  production  of  all 
those  pedal  woes. 

If  small  feet  have  their  worshippers  in  worthless  admirers, 
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I"  there  are  those  who  view  with  sorrow  a  deplorable  progress  of 

■  that  phase  in  civilization  which  cripples  women  iii  order  to 
Mnake  them  satisfied  with  themselves. 

I       Swellings,  cedematous  enlargements  of  the  joints,  especially 

■  of  the  great  toe,  or  a  donghy  fulness  of  the  ankles,  increased 
I  hy  too  tigbtly-lat-ed  boots,  are  all  the  resuita  of  voluntary  abuse. 
I  By  mistake,  boots  and  shoes  may  be  too  small,  but  where 
B  there  is  a  determination  to  conform  to  a  prescribed  standard, 
I  the  wearer  is  not  to  be  blufied  off  by  pain,  or  the  outcry  of 
l-Oppresscd  flesh  and  blood  at  the  point  of  pressure. 

I  Continued  corapreseion  cannot  be  endured  long  without  dis- 
K  arranging  the  anatomical  relations  of  the  bones.  The  foot  is 
I  bnilt  up  of  twenty-six  bones,  no  two  being  alike,  of  the  same 
I  weight,  size,  or  shape,  besides  one  or  two  additional  ones,  not 
I  llways  constant,  called  sesamoids,  resembling  split  peas. 

I  Devblopuekt  of  Extra  Bones. 

I  An  extra  bone  may  be  generated  to  meet  certain  contin- 
^■gnoiee.  Tiiese  eesamoida  are  two,  three,  or  even  four  in 
^BSftber,  depending  on  circumstances  affecting  the  particolar 
BBfjion  where  an  extra  bone  may  be  developed. 

Originally,  only  two  exist,  and  these  are  at  the  base  of  the 
latge  toe,  being  props  for  lifting  the  long  flexor  tendon  farther 
from  the  articulation,  to  increase  its  power.  Bunions  are  an 
inflamed  thickening  of  the  perioateumand  an  enlargement  of 
the  ends  of  two  bones  making  the  great  toe  joint. 

If  there  is  pressure  at  that  point,  long-continued  inflamma- 
tion sets  in.  The  irritation  extends  down  from  the  skin  to  the 
periosteum, — the  membrane  immediately  investing  the  bone, 
which  thickens,  becomes  pufiy  and  exceedingly  sensitive  when 
ite  vitality  is  roased. 
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Each  tiflBiie  is  thickened,  and  the  exterior  beoomea  xed  and 
painfoL  Unleas  all  preaaore  is  immediatelj  remoyed  and  iq»- 
plicationa  made  to  reduce  the  inflammation,  matter  foxma  and 
BometimeB  is  copiooalj  diachai^ged. 

If  not  opened  with  a  kncet, — ^the  pent-np  matter  being 
allowed  to  remain,  the  bone  may  become  diaeaaed,  which 
greatly  complicatea  the  miaf ortone. 

Ulceration  leaves  the  joint  a  little  enlaiged,  eyen  when 
treated  ddlfollj.  No  ahoe  oyer  fits  predaely  or  eaailj,  after 
the  perioBtenm  has  once  been  ronsed  to  inflammation. 

Topical  applications  are  only  temporary  relief.  It  ia  pre- 
poBterons  to  think  of  a  radical  cure  without  removing  the 
canse. 

Another  tribnlation  connected  with  nncnred  bnnionsi  is  the 
spongy  enlargement  of  the  long  metatarsal  bone  to  which.the 
great  toe  is  attached.  Once  enlarged,  it  seldom  eycr  falls  badk 
to  its  normal  dimensions.  As  a  natural  consequence,  a  ahoe 
worn  oyer  it  reveals  the  distortion,  giving  that  part  of  the  foot 
an  nnsymmetrical  appearance. 

Persons  are  constantly  met  with  one  or  both  large  toe-joints 
so  much  enlarged  as  to  immensely  distort  the  shoe.  Every 
step  is  attended  with  tortm*e. 

When  a  bone  becomes  diseased,  there  is  an  exaltation  of 
vitality  of  a  peculiar  character.  In  health  it  is  of  a  low  order, 
just  sufficient  to  connect  it  with  a  living  system,  otherwise  it 
would  stand  in  the  relation  of  a  foreign  body,  not  to  be 
repaired  when  injured  or  governed  by  laws  of  the  general 
economy. 

The  nerves  in  the  bones  are  extremely  attenuated,  while 
the  circulation  of  arterial  blood  is  sent  to  the  remotest  section, 
carrying  in  solution  materials  for  growth  or  repair.  Yet  even 
such  slender  threads,  communicating  as  they  do  with  nervous 
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centres,  when  contused  or  invaded,  immediately  communicate 
the  fact.  An  injured  bone  cannot  be  pacified  eaeilj.  Medica- 
tions for  them  eonaiet  principally  in  topical  appliances  for 
reducing  inflammatory  action. 

Tile  severeet  suflterings  from  bunions  or  comaare  not  per- 
manently relieved  by  unguents,  emollient  lotions,  or  paring 
away  hardened  cuticle.  The  remedy  which  is  a  cure,  is  simply 
wearing  shoes  that  do  not  press  on  the  tender  spot. 

Wearing  sandals  for  a  month,  which  have  no  vamps,  would 
allow  nature  to  reestablish  order  where  it  has  been  disturbed 
by  tight  shoes. 

Teuporart  Belief. 

A.  sensible  way  of  seeking  temporay  relief  practised  by 
laborers,  is  to  cut  a  piece  out  of  the  shoeH  or  boot,  over  the 
bunion.  A  hole  thua  made,  affords  immediate  relief  from 
agonizing  pain. 

No  outlay  for  advertised  specifics  need  be  expended.  Free- 
dom to  the  oppressed  part  is  all  that  is  required. 

When  ladies  reach  their  dressing-roomB  from  a  promenade, 
distreesed  by  their  beautifully-fitting  boots,  their  first  act  is  to 
exchange  them  for  soft  slippers — the  older  the  better.  Other- 
wise they  sit  in  their  stockings,  shoeless,  till  the  anguish 
brought  on  by  exercise  in  their  tormentors  has  somewhat 
subsided. 

Corns, 

Corns  Bpeak  in  forcible  language,  which  makes  those  who 
have  them  realize  that  no  half-way  measures  are  suecessfal  in 
their  treatment. 

They  actually  spring  into  existence  to  defend  the  spot 
where  they  appear,  from  impending  injniy ;  and  as  faithful 
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sentinels,  cry  ont    at  eyery  moyement  which  menaceB    the 
locality  under  their  charge. 

Barefooted  people  have  no  soch  afflictions,  nor  those  who 
wear  cast-off  shoes  a  size  or  two  larger  than  their  feet,  ComB 
never  appear  unless  the  toes  are  wedged  too  closely.  Being 
pinched  expresses  the  condition  which  develops  those  painful 
prominences. 

•If  the  vamp  of  a  shoe  is  too  low,  the  pressure  interferes 
with  a  free  circulation  on  the  upper  surface  of  the  toes.  Inflam- 
mation follows,  the  cuticle  begins  to  thicken  and  rise  above  the 
ordinary  level. 

On  its  underside  or  base,  a  com  has  a  conical  shape — ^the 
point,  like  a  thorn,  on  the  slightest  pressure,  irritates  the  in- 
flamed periosteum  below,  and  thus  they  act  as  messengers, 
announcing  tlirough  the  nerve  filaments  something  wrong  is 
transpiring,  which  is  thus  telegraphed  to  the  brain ;  which,  if 
a  sensible  one,  will  remove  the  tormenting  pressure. 

In  these  pedal  miseries,  volutarily  induced,  a  demand  is 
made  for  a  distinct  profession  to  meet  the  contingency.  Thus 
chiropodists  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  lucrative  incomes.  Corn- 
doctors  have  a  thriving  business  in  cities. 

Corn-martyrs  do  not  deserve  mudi  commiseration,  because 
they  might  have  permanent  relief  by  simply  discardmg  tight 
shoes. 

Softening  corns  in  tepid  water,  and  afterguards  paring  them 
down,  is  only  temporary  relief,  with  a  moral  certainty  of  a 
speedy  uprising  again  to  the  fonner  elevation.  The  more 
prominent,  the  worse  it  seems  to  dig  down  into  the  flesh  below. 

Com  doctors  are  not  infallible.  They  promise  well,  but 
their  operations  must  be  frequently  repeated. 
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Cbilblaiks. 


ChilbUinA — those  biirfiiug  red  patches  which  are  exceseively 
irritable  on  the  heel,  the  sides  of  the  feet,  and  occasionally  on 
the  sole — are  produced  quite  as  often  by  pressure  and  the  non- 
escapement  of  ppj^pirable  emanationa  from  the  feet  as  from 
enow- water. 

Glazed  leather  and  India  rubber  shoes  and  boots  prevent  the 
evaporation  of  perspiration  from  the  feet,  and  hence  they  become 
extremely  tender  and  liable  to  chilblains.  India  rubber  con- 
etricts  the  toes,  by  tightening  the  bones  and  deranging  their 
original  relations. 

Such  shoes  shonid  only  be  worn  for  n  very  short  period — 
for  walking  through  mnddy  streets — and  removed  on  entering 
the  honse.  Aside  from  the  injury  inflicted  on  the  feet  by 
wearing  them  as  some  do,  indiscreetly,  days  in  succession,  if 
the  perspiration  is  pent  up  and  not  allowed  to  escape,  the  gene- 
ral health  has  been  fonnd  to  be  distarbed  from  that  cauee. 
Habitually  jvom,  India  rubbers  distort  the  feet  and  leare  them 
extremely  tender. 

Thin  shoes,  too  thin  and  light  to  resist  moistore  from  with- 
out, partieolarly  when  there  is  snow  on  the  ground,  invite  chil- 
blains. Ladies  shonid  wear  shoes  as  thick  and  strong  aa  those 
worn  by  men,  if  they  are  similarly  exposed  in  the  open  air. 
Thick  soles  ought  not  to  be  forgotten.  Ordinarily,  they  are 
not  much  thicker  than  paper,  which  explains  a  liability  to  thoee 
erysipclic  attacks  which  commence  eitddenly  and  run  a  rapid 
CDoree. 

Ehtsipelas  op  thb  Fbbt. 

Solntiona  of  common  salt,  sulphate  of  zinc,  decoctions  of 
rose  leaves  or  camomile  flowers,  are  each  and  all  of  them  eooth- 
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iiig,  and  not  nnfreqnentlj  effectual  in  diBperamg  the  maladj,  if 
applied  aeasonably. 

EfFBOIS  of  CONTDniXD  GOMPBaBSIOV. 

There  is  scatx^lj.  any  difficulty  or  derangement  of  the  toes 
or  feet  that  does  not  originate  in  violence  from  compression. 
Cotton-batting,  stuffed  between  the  stocking  and  the  com  or 
bunion,  so  as  to  raise  the  shoe  above  the  com,  is  an  admirable 
way  of  obtaining  immediate  relief  when  so  drcnmstancedthat 
no  other  more  permanent  treatment  can  be  had. 

High  Heels. 

Sprains,  abrasions  of  the  skin,  etc.,  which  are  inconveni- 
ences, may  frequently  be  traced  to  immensely  high  heels  which 
ladies  cannot  dispense  with,  who  make  pretensions  to  &shion- 
able  equipment. 

With  these  warning  words,  if  they  still  persist  in  Tnalrfng 
themselves  uncomfortable  even  to  intense  suffering,  they  must 
be  given  over  sis  incorrigible  and  wilKng  dupes  to  the  arbitrary 
demands  of  fashion  which  imposes  hardships  upon  them  greater 
than  they  ought  to  bear. 

It  will  be  an  amusing  exhibition  for  a  distant  generation  to 
have  pictorially  illustrated  the  phases  of  female  fashions  of 
this  generation.  The  cut  of  garments,  high  heels,  enormous 
hip  and  other  paddings,  pyramids  of  artificial  hair  piled  on  in 
such  profusion  as  to  be  entirely  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  rest 
of  the  body,  with  other  ridiculous  contrivances  that  must 
embarrass  their  freedom  of  motion — could  not  fail  of  being  con- 
templated then  as  now,  with  mirthful  astonishment. 
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A  Geacefcl  Step. 

A  steady,  dignified  step,  is  hardly  possible  on  high  heels. 
Mounted  thus,  the  weight  is  thrown  forward,  the  shoe  becom- 
ing an  inclined  plane,  which  gives  a  peculiar  stoop  that  took  the 
name  of  the  Grecian  bend  when  first  introdnced.  It  is  like 
standing  on  the  roof  of  a  building,  cobbled  np  on  liigh  heels, 
being  continually  obliged  to  resist  a  tendency  to  pitch  forward. 

High  heels  bring  immediate  trouble  to  the  toes,  by  wedg- 
ing tliem  into  the  extreme  point  of  the  shoe. 

Absurditicfl  in  dress  die  out  for  a  while  and  then  revive 
again,  as  though  humanity  could  not  be  satisfied  without  being 
elightly  miserable.  Just  at  this  particular  juncture,  high  lieels 
are  very  high,  with  a  base  of  support  not  mnch  broader  than  a 
finger-nail.  Shop  window  flpeeimena  exhibit  the  sacrifices 
women  make  to  appear  taller  than  Dame  Nature  ordained  them. 
Fashion  or  death  is  the  ruling  spirit,  and  some  have  both. 

Female  pedestrians  step  out  of  their  high-heeled  boots  as 
qoifikly  as  possible  on  a  return  from  a  promenade.  Heels,  even 
half  an  inch  high,  cannot  be  worn  without  bringing  an  extra 
strain  upon  some  of  the  muscles  of  the  leg,  particularly  on  the 
long  flexors  of  the  foot. 

.  Bidicule  hecllesa  shoes  of  Orientals  as  we  may,  they  are 
pbilosopbically  right,  and  we  are  wrong.  They  are  at  ease  with 
them,  while  our  ladies  are  only  comfortable  when  they  are  ofl. 

How  much  rheumattam,  neuralgia,  and  cramps  are  due  to 
high  heels,  may  be  ascertained  by  the  study  of  ^orks  on  morbid 
anatomy. 

PaETIAL  AdAPTATIOII   to   ClHCtmSTANCES. 

By  persistence  in  wrong-doing,  tliat  is,  voluntarily  making 
one's  self  uncomfortable,  the  moeclee  of  the  foot  and  leg  after 


IM  ™i  ir£n  o#  WQim 


siriiile  ad  jut  themadTW  paitUl j  to  Ae  new  eonditiaay  bat 
alwajn  It  the  ezpente  of  a  Iom  of  tone^  md  of  Ae  fnll  enraae 
of  their  Donnal  power.  WhenererfibenledylliejeonlnietlMiGk 
to  their  f onner  state^  whidi  is  a  pwinanent  relief^  if  not  agmin 
eompeDed  to  aet  nnnatiinJl j. 

Hen  are  no  wiaer  than  women  in  regard  to  the  hig^i-lieel 
mania^  Their  boots  are  elerated  quite  too  much  at  the  heel; 
eoneeqiientlj,  they  are  familiar  with  coma  and  baniooa^enhi^ged 
toe-nails^  nnsjrmmetrieal  feet,  and  bulging  oot  of  the  leather 
orer  those  irregularities^  created  bj  forcing  the  feet  forward 
into  a  narrow  eztremitj  of  qiace. 

We  were  all  bom  with  good  pedal  eztremitiesi  precisel j 
adapted  to  the  pkne  of  the  earth,  and  they  would  serre  ns  nd« 
mirsU J,  free  from  excresoencesi  incorvated  nails^  riding  toeo^ 
callosities,  protrading  joints  and  other  annojances,  to  extreme 
old  age,  if  ihej  were  never  put  into  unyielding  leather  prisons, 
too  small  to  receive  theoL 

Aktiqus  Foot. 

A  small  foot  may  be  exceedingly  beautiful  in  the  estimation 
of  those  whohaTC  very  large  ones.  If  narrow,  and  the  toes  are 
in  close  contact,  the  foot  is  not  a  tme  type  of  the  best  form. 
Scnlptnre  represents  the  toes  spread,  so  that  there  is  space 
between  them,  thus  giving  them  a  firmer  hold  and  a  broader 
base  of  support. 

Camels  are  bom  with  callosities  over  several  joints  on  which 
they  rest  while  being  laden  or  unladen.  Man  has  a  thick,  com* 
pact  protecting  cuticle  in  the  sole  of  the  foot,  beantifullj 
cushioned  for  protecting  nerves,  blood-vessels,  and  tendons 
under  an  archway  of  small  bones,  between  the  heel  and  base  of 
the  toes.    The  arch  is  kept  in  place  by  inelastic  ligaments,  mn- 
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ning  from  point  to  point,  so  remarkable  in  the  dieposition  made 
of  them,  as  to  show,  lieyond  the  cavil  of  ingenious  doubters,  that 
intelligence  was  exercised  in  their  distribution,  to  give  perfec- 
tion to  the  foot.  Without  just  that  particular  arrangement,  the 
weight  of  the  body  would  cmah  the  structure  into  confoeion, 
and  utterly  destroy  the  mechanism. 

As  we  did  not  contrive  our  own  bodies,  we  must  admit  of 
the  existence  of  a  Supreme  Intelligence  that  did  produce  such 
marvellous  mechanism. 

Artiste  Und  the  foot  a  profound  study,  simply  looking  to  itB 
exterior ;  while  anatomists  are  rapt  in  wonder  and  admiratioD 
at  revelations  in  its  interior. 

Both  elementary  anatomy  and  physiology  should  be  taught 
in  female  schools  and  seminaries,  that  the  pupils  might  have 
early  insight  into  their  own  complicated  organization.  It  would 
make  them  more  careful  of  themselves,  and  lead  to  the  observ- 
ance of  those  laws,  the  violation  of  which,  through  ignorance, 
whether  relating  to  their  stomachs,  their  brains,  their  eyes,  or 
their  feet,  erabittera  life,  and  destroys  them  before  they  have 
had  as  much  of  life  as  they  would  have  had  under  a  more  pw- 
fect  syetem  of  education. 

A  medical  gentleman  of  Boston  excited  considerable  derision 
some  years  ago,  becsuee  his  common-sense  was  superior  to* 
fashionable  folly.  One  of  his  so-called  foolish  whims  was,  in 
having  sliocs  for  his  children  made  exactly  to  conform  to  their 
oatline,  marked  round  on  a  piece  of  leather  with  a  pencih 
Their  shoes  had  a  comical  appearance,  to  be  sure,  cootrasted 
with  modem  manufacture,  but  an  object  of  importance  was  at-  - 
tMned,  viz.,  good,  sound  feet. 

Let  those  langh  who  win. 


OHAFTEB  XZm. 
TvMo,  Phtbioal  NaonsimB. 

Ib  life  wwentiallj  prolonged  or  ahorteiied  by  tbe  qiialitjr  of 
onrfoodf 

Many  phyaickiis  would  answer  no,  if  they  gave  tbe  anbjecfc 
much  thonght    Eacband  all  entertain tbeoriea  wbidi  natonUy . 
bave  an  origin  in  deliberationB  on  the  pbaaes  of  Hiaftflgft^  and  the 
inflnenoe  of  diet. 

Most  persons  have  a  vagoe  notion  in  rq;ard  to  themselves^  in 
reference  to  what  mayor  may  not  be  soitaUe  for  the  stomach. 

Even  those  of  eminent  physiological  attainments  are  often 
inflnenced  by  whimSy  rather  than  by  &ctS|  in  their  theories  of 
life.  Evidence  is  extant  of  the  highest  import,  incontestably 
proving  that  it  is  of  very  little  importance,  or  rather  of  no  con- 
sequence, what  kind  of  food  we  subsist  upon.  Longevity 
depends  on  a  peculiar  vital  endowment,  transmitted  from 
parents  to  children.  Neither  food  nor  climate  perceptibly 
Modifies  the  life  period,  aside  from  outbreaks  of  pestilence  and 
epidemica 

A  beggar  in  the  street  lives  as  long  as  one  who  satis- 
fies, every  craving  of  his  nature.  Wise,  considerate,  and 
learned  men  who  believe  themselves  masters  of  hygienic  laws, 
cannot  arrest  the  progress  of  what  is  denominated  self-limited 
disease.  Kor  is  it  easier  to  arrest  the  tendency  to  long  life, 
when  the  food  has  been  wholesome,  without  violence. 

There  must  be  specific  laws  regulating  the  life  period  of  all 
animals  and  plants.    With  the  aid  of  science,  it  is  possible  to 
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acquire  a  better  knowledge  of  tLoee  laws  of  limitation.  It  is 
within  the  sphere  of  poaaibility  to  determine  the  precise  d&y  of 
death. 

Feualb  Medical  ExAviirBBS. 

This  Bubject  has  been  studied  with  cameat  solicitiido  b;  life 
insurance  managers,  but,  unfortunately,  the  inquiry  baa  too  fre- 
quently been  confided  by  those  institutions  to  medical  doukies, 
instead  of  men  of  bmin.  It  ia  very  mortifying  that  medical 
examiners  appointed  for  the  express  purpose  of  discovering  the 
physical  prospects  of  life  in  applicants  for  policies,  are  not  often 
distinguished  for  ability,  educational  acquirements,  or  profes- 
•  sional  standing.  A  man  of  knowledge,  fitting  him  to  counsel 
executive  officers  in  granting  the  benefits  of  life  insurance,  has 
not  much  chance  of  appointment,  unless  he  is  a  relative  of  some 
controlling  spirit  of  the  institution.  Were  researches  made  into 
the  organization  of  many  companies,  it  would  surprise  the 
public  to  learn  they  are  family  affairs,  largely  owned  and 
managed  for  the  support  of  a  president,  secretary,  cashier,  &nd 
other  ofiiccrs,  including  fathers-in-law,  brother»-in-Iaw,  couaioS} 
BOOS,  and  nephews,  and  occasionally  doctors,  all  held  together  by 
a  tether  of  consanguinity. 

AVoiiien  should  he  the  medical  examiners  of  women  for  life- 
pollclea.  Reasons  might  be  given  for  tliis  assertion,  of  import- 
ance to  companies.  A  female  medical  examiner  should  be 
attached  to  the  office  permanently,  even  if  she  were  not  a  rela- 
tive to  the  ruling  elder. 


DiMisunoN  OS  VrtAL  Foeck. 

When  we  have  reached  a  period  at  which  there  is  a  fnU 
development  of  our  powers  and  faculties,  the  scale  is  turned. 
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and  a  diminution  of  life-foroe  is  gradnallj  perceptible.  It  ia 
precisely  so  with  animals,  in  whatever  climate  they  are  located. 
There  is  less  activity  in  the  circulation,  a  gradual  relaxation  of 
the  tissues,  and  an  increasing  obtuseness  in  the  nerves  of  special 
sense.  A  reluctance  to  engaging  in  pursuits  that  formerly  were 
sources  of  pleasure,  is  another  observable  circumstance,  indicat- 
ing a  culmination  and  downward  tendency  of  the  body  and 
mind. 

Though  there  may  be  a  long  lingering  old  age,  the  day  of 
doom  at  last  arrives.  Kude  winds  rend  a  limb  here  and  there, 
and  by  and  by  a  gale  in  its  fury  levels  the  giant  oak  with  the 
ground  from  whence  it  came.  As  it  is  with  stately  trees  of  the 
forest,  so  it  is  with  monsters  of  the  deep.  A  whale  may  roam 
in  the  depths  of  the  ocean  for  centuries,  able  to  withstand 
terrific  assaults  of  formidable  enemies,  but  the  great  heart  that 
drove  a  column  of  blood  one  hundred  feet  at  each  pulsation, 
finally  beats  for  the  last  time,  at  the  end  of  a  thousand  years, 
— ^for  aught  we  know  to  the  contrary — in  obedience  to  a  law 
of  limitation. 

Thoiif^li  we  understand  many  of  the  once-called  mysteries  of 
Nature,  yet  we  cannot  ward  off  a  blow  that  will  terminate 
existence,  when  most  solicitous  to  live.  Man,  of  all  created 
beings,  has  a  conscious  knowledge  of  what  must  transpire  in  re- 
gard to  the  close  of  life,  without  being  able  to  avert  it. 

Sanitary  Precautions. 

Moses  gave  the  first  code  of  sanitary  regulations  ever  pro- 
mulgated, which  are  substantially  in  force  at  the  present  day  in 
most  Christian  countries.  "Wherever  they  are  strictly  observed 
in  respect  to  animal  food,  the  people  enjoy  the  best  health. 

Were  a  catalogue  given  of  the  kinds  of  food  on  which 
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humanitjr  should  Eubsist,  it  would  not  be  Batisiiictorji',  dmply 
because  articles  tltat  would  bo  excluded  as  dangerous  in  one 
country,  might  be  valued  as  very  superior  in  another. 

But  man  being  omnivorous,  he  can  be  sufitaiued  on  anything 
which  yields  nutrition  to  graminivoroue  or  camivoroua  animals. 
In  Arctic  regions,  the  demand  of  the  stomach  is  for  fat  meats 
and  auinial  oils.  On  approaching  the  Tropics,  both  the  quality 
and  quantity  is  constantly  varying,  the  craving  being  for  a  mix- 
ture of  vegetable  with  animal  food — the  appetite  for  the  first 
rathei'  predominating. 

At  the  Equator,  fruits,  grains,  nute,  seeds,  and  roots  are  the 
principal  food  of  the  inhabitants  ;  hut,  according  to  travellers, 
a  desire  for  animal  aliment  becomes  so  perfectly  uncontrollable 
at  times,  as  to  lead  to  terribly  revolting  exhibitions  of  can- 
nibalism. 

Disgusting  feastings  on  human  flesh  are  almost  certain  to 
take  place  every  few  months  in  the  gloomy  interior  of  that  part 
of  Africa  which  is  rarely  penetrated  by  white  men, — the  home 
of  gorillas, — if  meats  cannot  be  procured  trom  other  soarcee. 

A  demand  for  elements,  nowliere  else  found  but  in  animal 
food,  partially  explains  those  barbarous  acts  of  feeding  on  a  fel- 
low-being, which  characterize  the  rudest  condition  of  homan 
society. 

There  really  is  no  positive  standard,  that  is,  a  catalogue  of 
articles  whidi  are  proper,  and  exclusively  so,  for  nonrisbing  the 
body. 

Were  a  butcher  to  sell  horse  meat  in  our  cities,  be  would, 
unquestionably,  be  prosecuted  for  vending  an  unwholesome 
article,  unfit  and  unsuitable  for  human  food.  A  feeling  of  in- 
tense exasperation  would  probably  agitate  the  community 
where  such  an  outrage  had  been  perpetrated.  Yet,  in  Paris, 
horse-beef  is  a  recognized  market  production,  and  well  esteemed 
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M  nntritiaiis  and  proper.    There  were  ei^t  miricets  in  wfaioli 
it  was  eztenaivelj  aold  before  the  late  leyolatioil. 

Let  a  proeecntion  be  oommenoed  almoat  aoywhere  ia  tbe 
TJnited  StateSi  againat  some  one  who  had  the  hardihood  to  aeD 
hoTBe-meat,  and,  ten  chances  to  one,  there  wonld  be  an  array  of 
medical  experts  to  testify  it  was  an  infamous  transaction,  de- 
stractiYe  to  individnals,  as  it  wonld  be  to  the  puhUe 
health. 

Man  is  omnivorous,  and,  because  he  is  so,  amply  qualified  to 
range  over  the  globe,  r^^ardless  of  circumstances  whidi  restrict 
most  animals  to  particular  localities  in  which  their  appropriate 
nourishment  is  provided. 

What  would  become  of  the  inhabitants  of  Lapland,  deprived 
of  fish  and  seal, — no  v^etables  to  be  had  therel 

Necesfflty  compels  those  at  the  Arctic  Girde  to  feed  on  that 
which  will  best  keep  up  the  current  of  their  vitality.  Under 
another  condition  of  climate,  millions  subsist  on  rice.  But  the 
intellectual  calibre  of  both  fall  infinitely  below  those  in  temper^ 
ate  zones,  who  are  sustained  on  a  mixed  diet  of  flesh  and 
vegetables. 

Our  jaws  are  studded  with  four  distinct  kinds  of  teeth, — viz., 
incisors,  or  cutters,  in  front ;  canine,  called  eye-teeth,  for  tear- 
ing and  holding  firmly ;  single  and  double  molars,  exclusively 
for  grinding. 

Carnivorous  animals  have  no  grinders,  the  graminivorous  are 
without  the  canine,  as  they  appear  in  dogs,  lions,  tigers,  and  the 
like.  The  motion  of  their  jaws  is  up  and  down,  cutting  upon 
the  principle  of  shears,  with  no  sliding  movement.  Cattle, 
horses,  camels,  etc.,  grind  their  food  into  pulp  before  swallow- 
ing it. 

Man  both  cuts,  rends,  and  grinda  In  short,  he  performs  all 
the  acts  in  preparing  food  for  the  stomach,  which  the  animals 
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referred  to  perform  singly,  Tlius,  anatomically,  is  a  proof 
fonnd  of  his  omnivoroue  nature. 

'  Passing  from  tbe  fortlier  consideration  of  the  omnivorous 
character  of  man,  to  qnalify  him  for  a  general  snperintendence 
of  tbe  eartli'a  Burl'ace,  it  may  be  fearlessly  asserted  that  those 
who  confine  tbemselves  exclusively  to  a  vegetable  diet,  will 
never  be  distinguished  for  their  intellectual  powers. 

A  flourisb  of  trumpets  and  tempestuoua  declamations  before 
weak-minded  audiences  of  converts  to  any  wm  which  happens 
to  be  promulgated  by  adventurers  for  notoriety,  occasionally 
secure  a  disciple  who  is  captivated  with  the  announcement  that 
we  were  designed  to  subsist  exclusively  on  vegetables, 

Tlieir  physical  and  mental  deterioration  begins  when  they 
adopt  the  system.  A  temporary  brilliancy,  and  vaunted  clear- 
neas  of  perception  is  irasgined  to  result  from  an  abandonment 
of  animal  food  for  baked  apples,  boiled  turnips,  and  roasted 
potatoes. 

Rnpsodies  from  a  change  of  habits  are  symptoms  of  ap- 
proaching lunacy. 

Women  require  &  mixed  diet.  They  should  take,  without 
reserve,  whatever  belongs  to  the  family  regimen.  This  is  not 
to  be  constmed  into  an  arbitrary  system  of  dietetics,  from  which 
no  deviations  are  allowable.  Whatever  is  relished  and  digest- 
ible, is  proper. 

Me.its  have  been  human  food  in  all  ages,  and  they  will  con- 
tinue to  be  served  while  humanity  remains  the  same. 

If  men  were  originally  monkeys,  they  probably  subsisted  as 
monkeys  now  do,  on  nuta  and  farinaceous  prodncta.  When 
men  confine  themselvea  exclusively  to  vegetable  food,  they  will 
dwindle  down  again  to  the  level  of  their  putative  ancestors. 

A  mixed  food  of  animal  and  vegetable  is  a  law  of  necessity 
ia  temperate  zones. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 
Minor  Sources  of  Annoyancb. 

Pride — Matilations  without  Destrojing  the  Intellect — Ligmtion  of  Limbs  by 
Elmsticfl — Freckloe — Epidermis — Moth  Patches — Nostram»— Qrass  Food 
— Danger  of  Topical  ApplicationR^Red  Noeee — Astringent  Lotions — 
Smelling  Bottles — Stimulants — Appearing  to  Advantage. 

A  NATURAL  instinct  urges  ug  to  appear  to  the  best  advan- 
tage before  others.  That  leads  to  placidity  of  deportment, 
propriety  of  conduct,  and  the  practice  of  courtesies  which  are 
agreeable,  if  not  essential,  to  a  good  understanding  with  thoee 
with  whom  we  are  associated. 

It  would  be  hardly  short  of  insanity  to  seek  opportunities 
for  disgusting  acquaintances  by  habits  oflfensive  to  decency  or 
the  common  usages  of  well-regulated  society. 

Tills  inborn  disposition  impels  us  to  efforts  for  improve- 
ment, and  to  conceal  defects,  real  or  imaginary,  that  might 
diminish  our  attractive  qualities.  External  appearances  have 
more  influence  with  the  majority  of  mankind  than  intellectual 
attainments  or  moral  excellences  of  character. 

When  pride  is  in  excess,  it  eventuates  in  ridiculous  exhibi- 
tions that  provoke  comment  and  biting  remarks.  With  a 
desire  to  improve  personal  appearance,  the  remedy  is  not  un- 
frequently  worse  than  the  defect.  Thus  wigs,  cheek-plimipers 
to  puff  out  hollow  mouth-walls,  artificial  eyebrows,  gum- 
elastic  bosoms,  wooden  calves  to  spindle-shanks,  and  some 
other  devices  for  appearing  developed  to  a  commendable 
standard  of  excellence,  cannot  escape  comment  when  the 
deception  has  been  discovered. 
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MuTiLATiosa  Possible. 

Tliere  ie  a  story  illustrative  of  the  primiog  a  living  liuman 
body  may  pass  through,  without  destroying  life  or  apparently 
impairing  the  mind. 

When  Miss  Jones  became  3Itb.  Brown,  the  happy  husband 
■was  nearly  frightened  oat  of  hia  eenses  by  tbe  extraordinary 
metamorphoses  through  which  she  passed.  He  had  gazed  with 
pride  on  Mrs.  Brown's  tine  proportions. 

Knowing  her  to  be  a  woman  of  discretion,  whose  forty 
years  of  singleness  had  afforded  ample  opportunity  for  quali- 
fying the  charming  creature  for  superintending  the  genteel 
establishment  to  which  she  had  been  matrimonially  introdnced, 
Mr.  Brown  congratulated  himself  on  the  prospects  of  his 
domestic  future. 

Retiring,  Mrs.  Brown  first  removed  a  splendid  head  of  hair. 
Next,  on  taking  off  a  pair  of  gold-bowed  spectacles,  oat  came 
one  eye.  Ikying  both  on  a  table,  she  then  deliberately  with- 
drew a  double  set  of  milk-wbite  teeth.  Progressing,  a  foil 
panting  bosom  was  nnbuckled.  Taking  a  position  before  a 
mirror,  one  aide  of  her  porcelain  nose  came  off.  Sitting  down, 
a  wooden  leg  was  unscrewed,  and  then  the  left  arm  just  below 
the  elbow  I 

Such  are  among  the  mntltations  possible,  without  in  the 
slightest  appreciable  manner  interfering  with  mental  oper- 
ations. 

All  artificial  appendages  which  improve  the  corporeal  pro- 
portions, while  coutributing  to  the  comfort  and  sometimes  to 
the  necessities  of  tlie  individoal,  are  allowable  and  shonld  bo 
encouraged.  It  is  high  art  to  so  improve  and  conceal  defects 
which  are  unpleasant  objects  to  others. 

Dentistry  has  largely  contributed  to  the  restoration  of  im- 
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paired  faces,  and  essentially  benefited  millions  whose  digestion 
was  defective  from  the  loss  of  teeth. 


What  has  been  Neglbcted. 

Elastics  for  keeping  sleeves  and  stockings  in  place  have 
escaped  observation.  It  is  time  they  received  attention  from 
physiological  reformers  who  devote  themselves  to  teaching  the 
way  of  long  life  by  the  avoidance  of  popular  abuses,  self- 
imposed  and,  therefore,  the  more  difficult  to  remove. 

Those  giniers  obstruct  a  return  of  blood  from  the  ex- 
tremities, through  superficial  veins,  and  therefore  should  be 
abandoned. 

A  reason  why  some  ladies  have  very  small,  bony  limbs,  is 
because  they  have  not  blood  enough  circulating  in  them. 

Elastics  below  the  knee  block  the  cutaneous  veins;  and 
tliose  articles  under  the  name  of  sleeve-bands  worn  on  the 
arms,  obstruct  tlie  currents  in  both  arteries  and  veins,  as  they 
press  tliem  against  the  bone. 

Garters  do  not  produce  much  pressure  on  the  arteries,  as 
tliey  arc  decivseated  and  protected  from  compression  by  their 
favorable  location. 

Hose  should  be  kept  up  by  elastic  straps,  a  few  inches  in 
length,  extending  from  a  button  on  the  drawers  to  another  at 
the  top  of  the  stocking  on  each  limb.  That  simple  contrivance 
completely  relieves  the  vessels.  If  the  circulation  is  unim- 
peded, the  limbs  will  develop  under  appropriate  exercise. 

Freckles. 

Freckles  are  regarded  as  afflictions.     Persons  of  a  light, 
florid  complexion,  especially  those  having  redish,  or  entirely  red 
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hair,  more  generally  than  others,  are  apt  to  be  marred  with 
dingy  diecolorationa  of  tLe  skin. 

Dark  hair,  dark  eyes,  and  dark  complexiona  are  UBuaUy 
exempt  from  such  anti-beauty  spots. 

Freckles  cluster  under  the  lower  eyelidfl,  by  the  sides  of  the 
nose,  back  of  the  hands,  on  the  upper  part  of  the  neck,  or, 
indeed,  wherever  there  is  an  habitual  exposure  to  SKolight  in 
a  particularly  warm  se&son. 

Washes,  lotions,  teas,  etc.,  without  number,  are  everywhere 
on  sale,  represented  as  efficient  in  the  removal  of  such  defects. 
But  they  are  utterly  useless,  doing  damage  rather  than  reliev- 
ing the  skin  from  offensive  dingy  discoloratlons,  freckles,  or 
yellow  irregular  patches. 

Exclusion  from  solar  light  is  a  precaution,  in  the  bright«eC 
part  of  the  day.  A  veil  is  unquestionably  a  partial  defence 
against  intense  rays  of  a  brilliant  sun,  which  corrugate  the  skin 
where  the  coloring  pigment  under  it  is  thin  or  scantily 
secreted. 

The  epidermis,  or  first  skin,  ia  both  thickened  and  cor- 
rugated at  intervals  of  a  few  lines,  by  exposure  to  tlie  sun's 
rays  in  many  persons.  Those  of  a  ncr\ous,  sanguine  tempera- 
ment, and  of  a  light  complexion,  are  most  susceptible  to 
freckling  influences. 

It  is  consolatory  to  believe  in  the  theory  that  freckles  are 
protecting  sliields  to  parts  immediately  under  them,  particn- 
Wly  when  the  attempt  to  remove  them  is  unsuccessful. 

That  freckles  prevent  the  passage  of  some  of  the  prismatic 
rays  from  reaching  something  that  onght  not  to  he  impinged 
upon  by  them,  is  rather  an  assumption,  than  susceptible  of 
proof. 

Whether  pores,  or  twigs  of  cutaneous  nerves,  are  protected 
from  injnrioe  that  might  ensue,  were  it  not  for  thickened  places 
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in  the  outer  tiasue,  requires  more  and  closer  observation  than 
tha  Bubject  has  hitherto  received. 

Freckles  are  both  mechanical  and  chemical  barriers  to 
properties  in  sunlight  that  would  inflict  an  injury,  if  not 
intercepted.  Such  is  the  imagined  origin  of  them  with  those 
who  have  more  imagination  than  facta  to  build  upon. 

Possibly,  extreme  minute  capillary  vessels  are  protected  in 
their  labors  by  being  covered  by  a  thicker  scale — for  such  is  & 
fi-eckle.  Wliere  there  ia  one,  it  is  a  darker,  thicker  spot  than 
the  space  between  any  two  of  them. 

Moth  Spots, 

Mtith -patches,  as  they  are  called,  being  irregiilarly  defined 
diseolorations  of  a  yellowish  hue,  commonly  appear  about  the 
chin,  tlie  base  of  the  ears,  on  the  forehead,  and,  indeed,  just 
where  tliey  are  conspicuously  in  sight :  ofteneet  on  the  faces 
of  ladies  of  a  lax  liabit.  Nursing  women,  and  those  who  pass 
much  of  their  time  in  poorly  ventilated  apartments,  are  most 
predisposed  to  such  unwelcome  appearances. 

No  calculation  can  be  made  respecting  their  duration. 
Young  motIier§  are  sonietimea  suddenly  surprised  by  those 
yellow  markings.  Ladies,  too,  in  middle  life,  wiihout  any 
assignable  cause,  are  also  the  occasional  subjects  of  moth- 
spots. 

Quacks  and  nostrum-venders  hold  out  encouragement  for 
their  removal  by  applications  of  secret  compositionH,  But 
there  is  no  utility  in  their  farragos. 

New  AprucATiON  of  Steam, 

A  process  has  been  auecessfiilly  practised  of  late  for  the 
removal  of  those  disagreeable  diseolorations,  which  is  unobjeo- 
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tionable,  and  far  better  than  dosing  with  internal  medicine  that 
can  have  no  efficacy  whatever. 

The  place  is  covered  bj  a  cup,  from  the  bottom  of  which 
extends  an  el^tic  tube  communicating  with  a  vessel  generating 
steam.  The  hot  vapor  is  thus  applied  at  a  bearable  tempera- 
ture, to  thoroughly  soften  the  skin  to  a  point  that  it  may  easily 
bo  mbbed  off  by  tlie  finger  on  removing  the  ctip. 

That  parboiling  procees  also  softens  the  pigment,  which 
also  elides  off  from  the  cutis  vera,  or  true  sldiL 

A  return  of  tlie  yellowish  coloring  matter  may  gradually 
reappear.  Application  of  the  atearn-vapor  a  few  times,  at  the 
same  time  circulating  freely  in  open  air,  rarely  fails  of 
accomplishing  the  object. 

On  peeling  off  the  mothy  skin,  cover  the  denuded  surface 
with  gold-beater's  membrane  or  thin  court-plaster,  in  order  to 
exclnde  the  air  for  a  few  days. 

AVOIDASCE  OP  CACSIS. 

Gross  food,  such  ae  too  frequent  meat-eating,  pepper,  vine- 
gar, or  irregularitiea  in  diet,  are  thought  to  contribute  to 
moth-spot  development. 

Pimples,  elevated  purple  areolar  discs,  minute  vegetationa 
near  the  wings  of  the  nose,  clusters  of  black  dots,  and  hard, 
gnarly  moles  on  the  face,  cannot  always  be  removed  without 
excision. 

There  ia  absolute  danger  from  the  topical  application  of  eo 
many  falsely-named  medicinal  remedies;  tlie  compositions, 
when  known,  being  invariably  condemned  by  physicians.  It 
is  never  safe  to  tamper  with  drugs  of  any  kind ;  neither  plliri, 
powders,  nor  fluids,  however  prominently  recommended,  with- 
out approval  of  a  medical  adviser. 
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In  taking  preparationfly  the  ingredients  of  which  mtb 
unknown  to  any  but  tlioae  interevted  in  the  profits,  difflcnlties 
are  produced,  not  unfreqnentlj  far  more  serious  than  the 
minor  aihnent  for  which  thej  were  given. 

A  Bbd  Nobs. 

.  A  red  nose  on  a  lady's  face  is  an  extreme  mortification. 
Sometimes  an  intense  shining  redness  remains  a  fixtm:e  for 
months  in  snocearion,  nnafflected  either  by  external  or  internal 
medications.  An  engorgement  of  cataneons  blood-vessels  on 
the  cheeks  or  nose  resists  discutient  applications  &r  more  obeti- 
natdy  than  inflammations  on  other  parts  of  the  body. 

Sometimes  the  tip  of  the  nose  is  of  a  shining  tumid  redness. 
The  vessels  of  the  skin  are  in  a  permanent  state  of  inflammatioEu 
Cooling  lotions  rather  aggravate  than  ameliorate  the  tumefiao- 
tion,  which  is  opposed  to  the  theory  that  excessive  local  heat 
can  be  reduced*  by  cold  applications. 

Lead  water  also  aggravates  the  condition ;  and  worse  still, 
if  persisted  iir  too  long,  results  in  a  loss  of  sensibility  at  the  tip, 
by  producing  a  paralysis  of  the  cutaneous  nerves  distributed 
there. 

For  a  red  nose,  mild  treatment  is  safer  and  more  successfiil 
than  harsh  measures.  If  air  and  light  are  excluded,  very  easily 
accomplished  by  a  covering  properly  fitted  through  the  night, 
and  much  of  the  time  through  the  day,  considerable  relief  may 
be  anticipated. 

But  the  best  method  to  pursue  is,  to  ap'ply  soft,  emollient 
applications,  mildly  warm.  Fine  Indian-meal,  in  the  form  of  a 
poultice,  mixed  in  alum-water,  should  be  worn  through  the 
night.  Follow  up  the  practice  without  intermission,  for  weeks. 
It  is  best  not  to  have  the  mixture  very  astringent  at  first.    The 
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Mtringenc;  may  be  gradimllj  increaeed  by  a  eolution  of  more 
alnin. 

The  ekin  becomes  gmdimlly  softened,  the  enlarged  vessels 
dimmisli,  and,  as  the  infianimation  sobsidea,  the  redness  disap- 
pears. 

When  the  poultice  is  renaoved  on  rising  in  the  morning, 
favor  the  partially-parboiled  surface  with  a  soft  piece  of  oilr 
cloth,  pierced  with  orifices  for  seeing,  breathing,  and  ming  tli« 
month. 

Avoid  emelling-bottles,  pungent  odors,  annlf,  and  all  other 
irritants  of  the  nasal  cavities,  when  a  tendency  to  an  engorge- 
ment about  the  wings   or  the.nose  itself  exists. 

A  caution  in  rt^rd  to  liquors  may  he  unneoeasary  to 
ladies ;  however,  it  is  certain  that  any  extra  excitement  wbidi 
drives  the  blood  rapidly  would  be  an  aggravation  of  infiamed 
patches  on  the  face. 

Hed-noscd  smokers  mnet  abandon  their  idol,  if  they  have  a 
desire  to  recover  their  once  good  appearance.  A  volatilization 
of  the  eesential  oil,  or  whatever  property  is  diSiised  in  the  smoke 
from  a  cigar  or  pipe,  eeems  to  add  fuel  to  the  inflamniation. 

Women  being  less  prone  to  tlie  use  of  stimulants  than  men, 
and  less  exposed  to  various  demoralizing  influences  from  pro 
fane  and  vulgar  associations,  escape  many  ills  which  are  incident 
to  weak  and  thoughtless  men. 

Women  are  occasionally  seen  with  red  noses,  and  morbidly 
flushed  cheeks,  who  ore  egregiously  imposed  upon  in  their  haste 
for  relief.  They  are  duped  into  purchasing  vaunted  specific  re- 
medies that  have  not  the  least  medicinal  virtue. 

If  ladies  have  more  credulity  than  men,  hapj  ily,  they  have 
fewer  sins. 

Many  precious  lives  are  sacrificed  on  the  altar  of  female 
vanity,  in  tlie  earnest  pursuit  of  phantoms. 
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Every  woman  exerts  herself  to  appear  to  the  beet  advantage. 
That  prompts  them  to  appear  neat  and  tidy  in  theur  persons^ 
and  if  they  have  blemishes,  real  or  imaginary,  they  strive  to 
remedy  the  defect  as  speedily  as  possible. 

That  is  why  they  are  patrons  of  all  sorts  of  advertised  noe- 
tmms  which  promise  more  than  can  be  performed.  When 
all  women  are  dead,  there  will  be  no  more  sale  for  patent 
medicines. 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 
Tbbib  Pecuuab  Oboajtizatioh. 

To  point  out  all  tlie  aDatomical  differencea  of  the  eexee,  it 
not  contemplated.  No  subject  would  be  more  diflBcult  to 
popularize,  and,  were  it  accompli  abed,  tbere  wonld  etitl  be 
problems  niisatisfactorily  managed  to  meet  the  theoretical  ^ 
views  of  those  wlip  are  always  ready  with  objections,  even  when 
nature  bears  witness  to  the  statements  and  deductions  of 
medical  philosophers. 

From  childhood  to  age,  there  is  a  marked  difference  between 
men  and  women  in  their  phyeical  structure  and  appearance. 
Moral  qualities  are  laid  aside  in  this  examination. 

There  is  a  delicacy  in  the  very  bones  of  a  female,  that  con- 
trasts singularly  with  the  strong,  hard,  rough  skeleton  of  the 
male.  But  in  some  of  the  carpentry  of  the  osseous  system,  it 
is  obvious  that  intelligent  reference  is  manifested  in  the  varia- 
tions recognized  by  anatomists  to  specific  purjMises  which  do 
not  exist  in  the  male. 

With  the  same  number  of  bones,  arranged  in  the  same   i 
order,  and  fultilling  the  same  offices,  and  moved  by  precisely 
Bimilar  niuEcles,  influenced  by  nerves  exactly  like  those  in  man, 
yet  a  woman  is  not  a  man.     She  is  of  mankind,  and  yet  she  is 
by  herself. 

Though  of  a  finer  texture,  and  operated  upon  by  subtle 
influences,  regulated  by  a  law  of  periodicity  past  finding  out, 
she  is  really  no  more  complex  than  a  strong,  athletic  barbarian 
in  her  physical  economy.  . 
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A  woman  is  not  a  perfect  being  bj  lieneU^  neither  ia  a  man. 
The  two  oonatitnte  one,  and  that  ia  a  idation  contomplated 
from  the  beginning  bj  the  Power  that  £uhioned  thenu  Fram 
birth  np  to  a  pnbert  age,  some  parts  of  their  system  haire  been 
ao  slowly  developing,  the  physiologist  is  perplexed  in  his 
attempts  to  make  plain  an  interesting  chapter  regarding  the 
phenomena  of  development 

While  the  brain  ^ilarges  in  volnme,  the  limbs  lengtheoiiy 
the  mnsdes  increase  in  bnlk  and  strength,  essential  otgans  in 
the  economy  of  animal  life  remain  quiescent  foat  yean.  Per- 
haps it  is  better  to  say  a|^ii0n%  a<  riMtf--pei£ninin^ 
lor  a  long  while.  That  apparent  qniescenoe  is  undoubtedly  a 
period  of  extraordinary  changes,  with  refisrence  to  a  ravoliitiaa 
which  changes  the  child  to  a  woman. 

Precisely  so  are  the  conditions  of  boys  throngh  yean  of 
adolescence.  At  thirteen  or  fourteen,  in  most  oountnes^  m 
change  of  voice  and  the  appearance  of  a  beard  indicate  a  sudden 
advance  made  from  an  imperfect  to  a  perfectly  oiganized  man. 

An  early  maturity  characterizes  animals  generally.  In- 
sects have  an  exceedingly  rapid  series  of  evolutions.  To  be 
bom  and  become  the  parents  of  a  numerous  offspring  in  a 
single  day,  and  then  give  way  to  a  coming  generation,  are 
extraordinary  circumstances.  Those  living  longest  are  the 
slowest  in  being  physically  perfected. 

Poets  liave  exhausted  their  magazines  of  imagery  in  their 
meditations  on  the  helplessness  of  infiincy.  But  the  compen- . 
sation  for  those  years  of  incapacity  of  body  and  mind  for  any 
of  the  responsibilities  of  bTe,  is  found  in  the  longevity  of  the 
race.  The  average  of  existence  far  surpasses  the  life  lease  of 
the  general  animal  kingdom. 

This  subject  wUl  have  special  consideration  in  the  chapter 
on  longevity. 
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Whether  the  moon  exerts  any  more  influence  on  the  adult 
female  than  on  the  adult  man,  is  left  open  for  the  disKmssion  of 
professors  in  their  official  intercourse  with  their  pupils.  Were 
some  learned  pundit  to  assert  the  planet  Mars,  rather  than 
the  cold  moon,  the  controlling  power,  who  is  able  to  con- 
fute it? 

There  are  peculiarities  of  structure  and  functions  of  our- 
selves, which  are  divine  mysteries.  Nature  eludes  our  best 
concerted  efforts  for  watching  processes  in  her  laboratories. 
Ever  vigilant  and  uncommunicative,  we  are  still  profoundly 
ignorant  of  what  we  most  desire  to  know. 

We  know  how  life  terminates,  but  who  knows  how  it 
begins? 

20^ 
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RsFDnDoaiTB  are  aooompanied  by  a  train  of  dkoomfarta^ 
putionlariy  seyere  upon  women. 

TJnfortonatelji  an  impreanon  prevails  just  where  it  on^t 
not  to  be  entertained,  that  their  oif;anization  is  so  delicate  thej 
cannot  have  ezposare  to  air,  exerdse,  labor,  or  play,  sooh  as  men 
are  exposed  to  without  detriment  to  their  health. 

As  already  explained,  their  anatomical  structure  is  no  more 
complex  than  that  of  males.  There  is  a  delicacy  and  a  finer 
finish,  if  that  expression  is  allowable,  but  otherwise  there  is 
nothing  in  the  form  or  development  of  the  female  body  which 
indicates  its  unfitness  to  resist  atmospheric  changes  or  any  in- 
fiuences  from  without,  which  the  physical  constitution  of  the 
other  sex  can  successfully  withstand  with  impunity. 

Hardships  are  met  with  in  all  conditions  of  life.  Pleasures 
and  pains  are  about  equally  divided.  Finally,  there  is  no  special 
reason  why  women  should  not  be  as  free  from  sickness  or  indis- 
position from  ordinary  causes,  and  endure  as  much  and  as  long 
as  men,  all  other  things  being  equal. 

Hereditary  infirmities,  such  as  scrofula  and  pulmonary  con- 
sumption, appertain  to  some  families.  Easy  circumstances 
present  no  reliable  modifying  conditions  that  promise  less  suf- 
fering than  is  to  be  met  with  in  abodes  of  poverty. 
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Childhood. 

Among  the  poor  a  deficiency  of  proper  kinds  of  nourish- 
ment in  childhood  leads  to  physical  conditions  which  are 
troublcBome  in  adult  yeare.  Especially  so  in  regard  to  female 
children.  Kestrained  aa  they  generally  are  from  out-door  exer- 
cise, allowed  to  boys,  and  restricted  most  unfortunately,  more 
frequently  tlian  otherwise,  to  small,  badly  ventilated  apartments, 
their  domestic  pursuits  ordinarily  being  sewing,  or  of  a  kind 
that  keeps  them  most  of  the  day  and  all  of  the  night  in  social 
imprisonment — they  grow  up  witli  less  firmness  of  bone  and 
muscle  than  their  brothers,  since  no  one  cares  whether  their 
faces  are  tanned  by  the  sun,  or  their  feet  are  wet  by  wading  in 
gutters. 

Frequent  exposure  to  wind  and  weather,  without  refer- 
ence to  temperature  or  humidity,  does  very  much  toward  build- 
ing np  a  hardy  body.  Being  kept  from  such  influences  debili- 
tates, and  those  thus  reared  possc-ss  feeble  powers  of  resistance. 
A  boy  braves  the  storm,  while  the  girl  wilts  and  fades  away 
under  circumstances  of  home  discipline,  that  robust,  stirring, 
boys  could  not  endure. 

On  reaching  womanhood,  a  girl  is  not  able  to  resist  influences 
that  destroy  her,  while  young  men  contend  with  the  same  con- 
tingencies without  being  moved  by  them  in  respect  to  health. 

When  the  teeth  show  defects  as  early  as  fourteen  to  sixteen 
— not  unfrequentiy  much  sooner — it  is  pretty  conclusive  evidence 
of  the  premature  death  of  those  organs,  resulting  from  an  in- 
sufficient supply  of  phosphate  of  lime.  The  bones^  are  not 
usually  so  well  grown  nor  so  strong  in  young  misses  whose  teeth 
exhibit  a  paucity  of  that  element,  necessary  for  the  perfect 
development  of  the  whole  osscons  structure. 

'We  have  already  shown  that  in  agricultural  regions,  where 
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cereal  grains  are  easily  and  abondantlj  onltiyated,  the  people 
are  taller  and  their  bones  are  both  lai^ger  and  stronger  than  the 
bones  of  those  who  live  where  crops  are  only  sparingly  raised. 

In  Western  wheat-growing  districts  the  inhabitants  are  pro- 
verbial for  white,  beautifblly-set,  sound  teeth.  When  those 
materials,  which  once  gave  from  forty  to  fifty  bushels  to  an  acre, 
have  been  exhausted  by  continuous  culture,  without  returning 
to  the  soil  an  equivalent  for  what  has  been  drawn  from  it, 
the  product  dwindles  to  fifteen  or  twenty  bushels.  Then  de- 
fective teeth  begin  to  appear  in  young  persons.  The  third 
generation,  on  the  same  ground,  deteriorate  in  stature.  Short 
men  and  women,  descendants  of  stalwart  parents  in  the  same 
locality,  would  have  been  as  tall  and  as  perfect  as  their  grand- 
parents, had  they  been  provided  with  the  amount  of  phosphate 
of  lime  they  received  in  dieir  youth. 

With  an  increase  of  population,  and  diminished  products  in 
a  once  fertile  grain-growing  area,  the  result  of  long-continued 
tillage,  the  inhabitants  begin  to  seek  new  homes.  This  is  the 
commencement  in  this  country  of  removals  to  new  lands  farther 
oflf,  which  are  rich.  An  improvement  in  the  physical  aspect, 
and,  certainly,  in  the  height  of  children  born  in  the  new  locality, 
is  noticeable  when  they  reach  an  adult  age. 

In  cities,  a  change  of  diet,  even  though  they  may  have  come 
from  the  pure  atmosphere  of  the  country,  not  unfrequently 
immensely  benefits  some  persons  by  the  removal.  It  is  because 
their  systems  are  provided  with  elements  necessary  for  a  com- 
plete development  of  their  bodies,  which  their  habitual  food  in 
the  interior  did  not  furnish. 

Change  of  location  is  often  quite  as  favorable,  in  a  physical 
point  of  view,  as  change  of  position,  after  sitting  for  hours  on 
the  same  seat.  That  law  of  change,  in  relation  to  man  and 
animals,  is  recognized  in  another  foim,  in  respect  to  a  rotation 
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of  crops.  It  is  &  gross  mistake  to  attempt  mising  on  the  Bame 
ground,  perpetually,  one  kind  of  product.  There  mnet  be 
alternations,  which  afford  opportunity  for  Nature  to  replncc,  in 
her  own  way,  elements  that  are  taken  away,  and  then,  after 
awhile,  the  grain  tliat  had  exhausted  fertility  may  succeed 
again. 


No  people  have  ever  managed  a  farming  interest  so  philo- 
sophically as  the  Jews,  while  they  observed  the  requireinentB  of 
their  great  lawgiver.  Every  seventh  year  the  land  rested  one 
year.  It  gave  it  time  simply  for  garnering  up  a  new  store  of 
salts  for  raising  snbsequent  crops. 

In  avenues  of  trade,  handicraft,  or  in  the  exercise  of  profes- 
sions, competition  calls  into  activity  parte  of  the  brain  which,  in 
rural  life,  were  almost,  if  not  quite,  dormant. 

The  transfer  of  some  of  their  vitality  from  the  mnscles,  as  in 
holding  a  plow,  or  reaping  a  field,  requiring  no  vigorous  effort 
of  mind,  to  the  busy  scenes  and  stirring  enterpriges  of  a  great 
mercantile  establishment,  brings  out  intellectual  force  in  country 
boys  they  were  not  conscious  of  possessing. 

By  degrees  their  faculties  are  systematized  ;  they  grasp  at 
great  undertakings  in  commerce,  and  when  the  brain  has  been 
educated  to  the  new  order  of  things,  mental  friction  subsides, 
and  slender  boys  become  portly  gentlemen,  bold  calculators,  in- 
trepid contractors  with  government,  bank  directors,  and  far- 
seeiug  financiers. 


TkASSPLANTATION   op    MEfT. 

Society  is  immensely  advanced,  as  a  city  is,  io  being  recmit- 
ed  !rom  the  honest  farmer's  one-stoiy  hoose. 
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A  transplantation  of  men  and  women  is  as  important  for 
tlic  progress  of  society  as  the  removal  of  trees  from  their  native 
soil  to  ornament  public  parks. 

Choice  froit-trees  are  invariably  taken  from  a  nnrseiy  wliile 
young,  because  they  acclimate  and  accommodate  themselves  to 
the  circumstances  of  a  new  locality. 

Old  trees  cannot  be  removed  so  readily.  They  die  sooner 
than  expected.  Kotliing  is  gained,  either  in  quality  or  quantity, 
by  running  counter  to  those  general  laws  which  are  recognized 
by  the  uneducated  as  violations,  when  plants  and  children  are 
rudely  handled,  or  old  trees  or  old  persons  are  expected  to  do  as 
well  in  new  conditions,  as  when  left  to  themselves  in  places 
where  their  habits  have  been  established,  and  their  growth 
matured. 

Select  boys  and  girls  for  removal  to  new  spheres  of  life,  as  a 
shrubbery  is  chosen,  for  healthful  appearance,  vigor,  and  fleid- 
bility.  They  can  then  be  handled  with  impunity,  and  made  to 
develop  where  they  will  be  both  useful,  beautiful,  and  orna- 
mental. 

With  females,  a  change  of  residence,  from  rural  freedom  in 
a  country  home  to  a  city,  is  not  so  satisfactory  in  all  respects,  as 
with  boys.  Conventionalities  in  elevated  circles  keep  them 
under  too  much  restraint  for  a  play  of  the  vital  machinery. 

When  tlicy  come  to  town  with  impaired  health,  it  is  some- 
times extremely  advantageous  to  an  enfeebled  young  lady  to 
have  the  stimulus  of  a  maritime  residence ;  or  in  being  trans- 
ported to  an  inland  town,  where  they  escape  the  humidity  of 
easterly  winds,  or  long,  wet,  cold  springs,  that  were  causes  of 
indisposition  in  the  locality  whence  they  came. 

On  being  established  in  town,  they  find  it  customary,  if  not 
necessary,  to  adopt  quite  a  new  mode  of  life,  which,  in  connec- 
tion with  close  dwellings,  heated  by  furnaces,  instead  of  an  open 
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fireplace,  witli  a  cLeerfnl  glow  of  blazing  wood,  together  with 
regulations  aud  preparations  for  the  breakfast-table  in  one  dress, 
for  a  proraeuade  in  anollier,  at  the  dinner-table  in  eoinetliing 
else,  and  lastly,  for  the  drawing-room,  in  still  another  change  of 
eostnnie ;  and  all  tlioae,  independently  of  very  formidable  and 
elaborate  transformations  for  the  opera,  are  direct  sources  of 
debility,  and,  certainly,  of  great  fatigue.  She  must  have  a  re- 
marlcable  constitution  to  withstand  8o  many  and  unrelaxing 
causes  of  indisposition. 

Too  Much  Comfort. 

Women  break  down  under  too  much  domestic  comfort, 
sooner  than  under  domestic  hardships.  Thus,  people,  whose 
days  and  nights  are  a  senes  of  excitements,  high  living,  and 
irregular  hours,  scarcely  ever  number  as  many  years  as  those 
who  are  obliged  to  contend  witli  poverty  and  privations.  It 
is  among  females  in  the  latter  condition  that  extreme  longevity 
is  found. 

Hen  fly  about  in  open  air,  inflating  tbeir  lungs  with  refresh- 
ing properties,  while  their  beautifol  wives  and  daughters,  witli 
pale  faixs  and  tallowy  complexions,  are  lounging  on  sofasg'com- 
plsining  of  ennui.  How  many  of  them  fall  like  promising 
blossoms  before  the  fruit  is  set,  killed  by  kindness.  Such  is  too 
much  civilization. 

Travelling  for  health  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  ranging 
about  for  vitality,  which  all  the  rich  can  neither  find  nor  pur- 
chase, while  the  poor  have  it  forced  upon  them  through  broken 
panes  and  cracks  in  the  walls. 

They  are  pitied  because  their  lot  is  hard.  They  have  no 
Inxnries  for  their  stomachs ;  no  two  thousand  dollar  shawl  to 
protect  their  white  shoulders;  no  velvet  ottomans  for  their 
feet;  no  frescoed  apartments  to  suffocate  in,  nor  down  beds  for 
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cavity — viz.,  pouring  out  a  fluid  for  lubricating   the    oi^gana 
within.  • 

When  that  fluid  is  in  excess,  the  absorbents  failing  to  take 
it  away,  the  accumulation  is  a  dropsy.  To  draw  it  off  artifi- 
cially, an  instrument  called  a  trocar  is  resorted  to. 

A  puncture  being  made,  the  fluid  is  drawn  off.  The  opera- 
tion is  substantially  the  same  in  relieving  the  chest,  but  not  so 
often  performed,  as  the  inflammation  apprehended  is  considered 
more  difficult  to  control. 

There  is  considerable  unoccupied  ground  in  the  domain  of 
surgery.  The  coming  operator  who  has  boldness  enough — and 
it  will  be  called  daring — to  cut  into  the  chest,  and  take  oat 
diseased  portions  of  a  diseased  lung,  will  secure  great  fame. 

The  right  and  left  lobes  open  into  one  common  tube ;  but  if 
the  branch  pipe  on  either  side  were  closed,  the  supply  of  air 
would  be  inhaled  as  before  into  the  lung  whose  tube  was 
free. 

Not  to  enlarge  further  on  this  subject,  deserving  as  it  is  of 
careful  consideration,  it  may  be  asserted  that  many  persons  at 
this  present  moment  are  in  vigorous  healtli,  who  have  only  one 

lung. 

Gun-shot  wounds,  bayonet,  stiletto,  and  sabre-thrusts,  have 
often  punctured  the  thorax,  and  terrific  violence  to  the  lungs 
did  not  prove  fatal. 

A  Stitch  in  the  Side. 

In  severe  plejirisy,  adhesions  are  formed  between  the  sur- 
face of  the  pleura  (jostalis  and  the  one  covering  the  lung. 
As  the  lung  thus  tied  begins  to  inflate,  there  is  a  sharp,  painful 
sensation,  called  stUch  in  the  side^  which  prevents  a  full 
inspiration. 

When  inflammation  has  subsided,  the  individual  gradually 
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bc^'ns  to  inhale  a  larger  volame  of  air.  The  bridle  wliicli  held 
tlie  lung,  BO  that  rt  could  not  be  inflated  without  pain,  gradually 
elongates,  and  finally  normal  breathing  \b  re^tablished. 

Females  appear  more  prone  to  pleuriaj,  or  aggra- 
vated inflammation  of  the  lungs,  than  men.  The  manner 
of  ligating  the  waist  provente  the  descent  of  the  lungs  with  the 
fall  of  the  diaphragm  to  where  they  ought  to  have  gone  in  a 
full  inspiration. 

Girding  the  body  with  stays  diminishes  the  lower  end  of 
the  thorax.  Its  capacity  is  unnaturally  Email.  Long  practice 
has  fixed  the  ribs  where  they  are  permanently  held. 

Such  compression  deranges  the  abdominal  viscera.  The 
lungB  are  forced  higher  up.  Chafing,  as  they  do,  thrgugh  a 
triangular  membranous  space  at  the  root  of  the  neck,  the  sharp 
horizontal  edge  of  the  first  rib  creates  inflammation,  and  that 
degenerates  into  something  worse.  Matter  forms,  and  cell 
after  cell  is  laden  with  the  accumulating  pus. 

The  mechanical  effect  of  girding  the  waist  baa  been 
explained.  A  full  inflation  of  the  hings  keeps  gradually 
forcing  tlie  npper  part  upwardly,  till  ultimately  a  portion  rises 
above  the  level  of  the  first  rib. 

This  is  the  origin  of  many  a  case  of  consumption,  developed 
by  tampering  with  the  body  to  make  it  take  a  form  which 
is  contemplated  as  an  improvenient.  T)ie  penalty  is  a  life 
of  snffering  to  many,  and  premature  death  to  a  majority 
of  all  who  have  been  made  over  in  the  barbarous  manner  eo 
tnnch  admired  by  ladies. 

Touth  and  beauty  are  sacrificed  to  the  demands  of  a  per- 
verted taste.  Thousands  of  brilliant  young  ladies  have  been 
carried  to  the  grave,  victims  of  stays,  bnsks,  and  uDyietdiog 
corsets,  the  real  cause  of  their  premature  death  not  being 
suspected. 
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Incidxktal  Ikfelicitibs. 

There  are  indispositions  of  a  temporary  kind  improperly 
considered  as  inevitable  results  of  female  organization.  This 
not  being  a  treatise  on  therapeutics,  nor  aspiring  to  the  pro- 
vince of  a  physician,  no  details  in  regard  to  medicine-taking 
are  attempted. 

If  women  reflected  upon  the  mission  devolving  upon  them 
with  more  earnestness,  they  could  not  fail  to  perceive  that  they 
have  not  been  forced  into  existence  to  suffer,  nor  to  die  pre- 
maturely. Their  organization  has  incorporated  with  it  com- 
pensating powers  of  resistance. 

If  women  are  the  weaker  sex,  or  in  any  respect  inferior  to 
men,  the  cause  of  it  is  a  fault  of  civilization. 

Direct  causes  of  functional  derangements,  out  of  which  gnve 
difficulties  arise,  are  traceable  to  actual  violations  of  sanitary 
laws. 

Too  light  clothing,  improper  food,  imperfect  nutrition,  the 
wild  waywardness  of  passion,  the  seductions  of  fashion,  and  the 
pride  to  look  better  than  they  fancy  they  appear,  and  striving 
to  improve  their  fonn  to  correspond  with  an  ideal  model  of 
exterior  perfection, — are  each  and  all  of  them  dangerous,  and, 
when  carried  too  far,  eventuate  in  some  form  of  sickness. 

Why  should  not  a  woman  be  clothed  as  warmly  as  a  man  ? 
That  question  is  not  a  new  one. 

Tempebatubb. 

A  notion  prevails,  and  perhaps  not  entirely  without  reason, 
that  their  ordinary  temperature  is  higher  than  the  vital  heat  of 
men  under  precisely  the  same  circumstances. 

Admitting  it  were  so,  that  they  have  less  need  of  thick 
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clotliing,  it  &tilB  to  explain  why  they  are  ever  dreeecd  in  eucli 
frail  fabrics  as  are  Bcarcely  eufficient  to  resist  a  zephyr.  Most 
ctf  their  garinente  are  rapid  conductors  of  caloric. 

Mothers  caimot  be  ignorant  of  this  fact,  that  the  clothing 
of  their  girls  is  far  lighter  and  lesB  substantial  than  tliat  of 
their  boys. 

It  has  been  heralded  from  Dan  to  Beerahcba,  in  treatises  ex- 
pressly written  for  the  instruction  of  females,  and  by  warning 
voices,  that  the  present  method  of  clotbiug  young  girls  in  this 
fitful  climate  is  wrong. 

Eut  it  amounts  to  nothing.  There  is  no  improvement.  An 
appalling  percentage  are  doomed  to  die  before  they  become 
responsible  beings. 

Afore  femalea  than  malee,  according  to  nccrological  re- 
ports, die  annually  of  consumption.  "Were  men  subjected  to 
the  same  stay-diecipline  from  a  tender  age,  their  ribs  distorted, 
and  their  lungs  pretematurally  operating  in  a  place  too  sraall 
for  the  oxygenation  of  the  blood,  the  bills  of  mortality  would 
exliibit  melancholy  memorials  of  the  death-rate  of  the  sel^ 
sacrificed. 

Men  die  of  consumption.  When  sporadic,  and  not  heredi- 
tary, it  may  be  traced  to  exposures  that  bronglit  on  severe 
bronchial  inflammation,  reeplratoi^  derangements,  and  their 
concomitants. 

With  wide-spreading  riba  at  the  base  of  the  chest,  they 
resist,  snccessfully,  influences  which  the  female  chest  in  its 
distortions  cannot  withstand.  Therefore  their  hold  of  life  is  lese 
precarious. 

Consimiption  is  only  one  of  many  discaecfi  to  which  females 
are  liable,  that  may  be  avoided.  If,  as  phyaidans  assert,  de- 
rangements in  the  lungs,  engorgements  and  congestions  of  the 
tnncons  membrane  of  the  pelvic  viscera,  are  due  oftener  than 
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tuq^ected  to  their  insufficient  garments,  there  is  a  remedy  with- 
out reiiort  to  mediciue. 

Women  expose  tlieiuselvca  with  tliin  eboee,  and  iosist  tbey 
are  thick  enough.  In  their  thin  silks,  and  other  delicate 
dreeees,  in  going  into  the  open  air,  they  cannot  resist  the  sudden 
blasts  that  dull  them  in  passing  from  one  temperature  to 
another. 

A  few  of  the  manj  maj  have  the  moral  courage  to  be  com- 
fortable at  the  hazard  of  being  represented  as  eccentric  or 
opinionated,  regardless  of  what  people  may  say  of  their  oddiIgN 
iu  not  killing  themselves  in  the  wake  of  fashion. 

Not  Clothed  Sditablt. 

Small  girls  in  tlie  honee,  the  street,  the  school,  and  in  their' 
amusement,  expose  too  mucli  ekin  surface  to  the  weather. 

Fancy  growing  boys,  wearing  summer  coats  without  elceres 
in  winter,  their  necks  bare  and  bosoms  open  to  cold  breezes, 
with  a  postage  stamp  ou  their  caputs  instead  of  a  hat,  racing 
at  foot-ball  in  kid  slippers, — and  they  would  convey  no  inapt 
idea  of  the  scanty  clothing  of  female  children  generally  in  tho 
Atlantic  States. 

Bare  arms,  bare  chests,  light  tight-fitting  dresses,  and,  lastty^ 
their  shoes  and  gauze  stockings,  are  their  certain  destruction. 

Girls  should  be  as  warmly  clad  and  in  as  thick  clothing  aa 
their  hardy,  red-cheeked  brothers. 

Discussion  is  not  invited.  This  statement  ie  presented  for_ 
the  consideration  of  parents.  Either  allow  girls  to  exhaust 
their  superabundant  vitality  in  unrestrained  out-door  ramble^ 
barefooted  and  bonaetless,  like  vagrants,  which  would  con- 
tribute to  robustness  and  vigor;  or  dress  them  suitably  for  pro- 
tection against  cold  blasts  that  they  meet  in  their  pastimea 
from  an  overheated  parlor  to  an  open  piazsa. 
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Immenee  ntinibers  of  young  girls  are  always  to  be  seen  in 
attics  barefooted,  in  clotliing  that  ontrsges  decency,  whoae 
cheeks  glow  with  health.  Their  homes  are  cheerless;  they 
lodge  in  rickety  apartmente  where  fresh  air  reaches  their 
lungs  through  broken  windows  and  unfastened  doors.  Their 
food  being  plain,  coarse,  and  often  cold,  their  digestion  is  not 
deranged  by  Itigh-seasoned  dishes,  too  strong  coffee,  or  tiieir 
nerves  excited  beyond  a  normal  condition. 

While  such  children  move  onr  eympathy,  and  the  demoral- 
izations to  which  they  are  exposed  are  deplored,  they  have 
what  wealth  cannot  porchaee, — health.  The  rich  man's  daugh- 
teiB  pine  with  their  feet  on  velvet  carpets,  and  they  repose  on 
down-beds  when  their  eyes  are  closed  in  slumber. 

Poor  girls  are  by  no  means  wholly  exempt  from  sickneee. 
There  are  painful  sacrifices  of  human  life  in  the  abodes  of 
poverty.  Yet  decaying  families  are  reeniitcd  from  the  ranks 
of  those  which  oilener  than  otherwise  are  regarded  with  con- 
tempt by  the  vulgar  rich. 

This  idea  does  not  embrace  the  hannts  of  vice,  but  simpljr 
refers  to  tlie  country  where  children  generally  inherit  sound 
constitutions.  Their  capital  in  the  future  business  of  life  for 
securing  respectability,  position,  and  independence,  is  made  up 
more  of  honesty  and  energy  of  character  tlian  money  in  bank. 


Family  Failuhss. 

In  cities,  especially  those  active  commercial  centres  where 
wealth  becomes  literally  immenee,  families  deteriorate  rapidly, 
and  virtually  become  extinct  in  about  two  hundred  yeare, 
pampered  and  placed  above  a  necessity  for  exertion.  Such  is 
the  progress  of  decay  in  a  country  like  this,  where  no  laws  of 
primogeniture  eccure  posterity  a  foothold  on  a  landed  estate. 
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If  it  is  true  that  many  noble  families  have  been  perpetuated 
in  Europe,  as  their  own  historians  assert,  by  having  plebeian 
blood  incorporated  with  their  own,  it  is  not  improbable  that  a 
farmer^s  son,  or  a  chambermaid  en/z^fted  upon  a  'withering 
stock,  will  save  many  a  name  and  many  estates  on  this  side  of 
the  Atlantic. 

The  ills  of  women  multiply  with  the  progress  of  social  re- 
finement. They  are  usually  traceable  to  causes  that  might 
have  been  avoided.  No  revolutions  for  their  special  benefit 
are  anticipated  which  call  for  an  abandonment  of  customs  or 

ij  etiquette  intimately  interwoven  with  the  present  aspect   of 

'J\  civilization. 

More  courage  would  be  required  to  stem  the  current  of  popu- 
lar prejudice  among  those  who  make  up  good  society,  in  common 
parlance,  than  to  subdue  a  rebellion  against  the  government. 

']  Therefore  they  are  doomed  to  suiBTer,  in  order  to  be  con* 

sistent ;  and  they  must  die  prematurely,  because  it  would  be 
nnpardonable  to  live  in  defiance  of  the  public  sentiment  in 
regard  to  what  is  deemed  to  be  extremely  respectable. 


f.  Dosing  too  much. 

There  are  special  infirmities  appertaining  to  women-rtechni- 
tally  recognized  as  the  better  class — so  common,  and  so  many 
are  afflicted,  that  a  paragraph  or  two  will  be  siiflicient  to  open 
their  eyes  to  impositions  practised  upon  them  by  unprincipled 
medical  specialists. 

Both  male  and  female  pseudo-medical  practitioners  are 
equally  guilty  of  fraud ;  and  the  only  possible  way  of  limiting 
their  demoralizing  manipulations,  which  generally  aggravate 
conditions,  is  to  expose  their  nefarious  doings  to  the  indign<ition 
of  those  whose  confidence  .they  wickedly  abuse. 
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No  one  but  a  phjBician  can  estunate  the  extent  and  ravagoa 
that  result  from  over-treatment  of  simple  local  difficulties,  that 
would  eventnalljr  correct  theinselves  if  left  to  the  recuperative 
efforts  of  nature. 

Toong  women,  qnite  as  often  as  matrons,  present  anomalous 
pelvic  complaints.  Even  a  elight  congestion  is  magnified  into 
a  bugbear,  requiring  very  special  attentions.  As  the  patient  re- 
lies on  tlie  report  of  the  only  one  consulted  in  lier  case,  the 
opportunity  for  keeping  up  an  alarm  is  quite  within  the  control 
of  the  person  consulted. 

Since  female  practitioners  have  been  recognized  as  being  in 
an  appropriate  sphere,  a  woman  very  naturally  gives  them  a  pre- 
ference. That  ia  proper  and  commendable,  but  there  are  female 
quacks. 

Because  a  seamstress  can  increase  her  income  by  announcing 
herself  a  physician,  without  the  slightest  preparation  tor  the 
responsibtlities  of  the  profi'ssion,  she  should  not  be  con- 
sulted before  eiliibiting  some  honorable  evidence  of  her  quali- 
fications. 

Verj'  respectable  physiciaua,  in  most  respects,  unfortunately 
for  the  progress  of  medical  intelligence,  have  tlieir  hobbies. 

For  the  Inst  dozen  years  a  mania  for  caustic  applications  for 
almost  anyengorgement,  or  slight  inflammation  of  some  mucous 
membranes  accessible  to  the  practitioner,  has  raged  with  the 
intensity  of  an  epidemic.  Thousands  of  women  have  submitted 
to  a  topical  application  with  lunar  caustic,  who  were  in^itred 
excessively  by  it. 

Because  too  many,  improperly  cauterized,  have  kept  the 
secret  of  improper  treatment  to  themselves,  it  is  hoped  this 
exposition  of  an  imposition  practised  upon  them,  may  lead  to 
the  correction  of  an  outrageous  kind  of  practice. 

Let  no  woman  in  her  senses  submit  to  the  nitrate- of-silver 
ii* 
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tnwtmcnt,  vithoiit  ootuulting  prerionalj  the  nuwt  conuDandtng 
medico]  authority  to  be  had. 

Two-thirdfl  of  the  se1f-«tyled  female  physioiaDS,  whof  e  sigiu 
figure  coiiBpiouoiuIy  in  basement  windows,  are  qtiite  as  ignonat 
M  aelf-rcliHiit,  aad  without  a  ray  of  pathological  knowledge. 

"Whoii  iliere  ia  cause  for  alarm,  iodiiced,  perhaps,  by  fatigae, 
or  from  any  other  cause,  let  nature  have  an  opporttinity  at 
restoration  first. 

Nutritioua  diet,  warm  baths,  a  mild  couree  of  tonic«,WTiM^ 
new  sights,  new  faces,  and  breathing  another  atmosphere,  purer 
and  loss  contaminated  with  street  dust,  coal,  gas,  or  other  im- 
purities, are  superior  as  curative  agencies,  and  infinitely  more  to 
be  prized,  than  a  farrago  of  medications. 

Gross  impositions  are  practised  on  the  credulity  of  sensibltt 
women,  too,  by  unprincipled  speculators  in  health. 

It  is  their  misfortune  often  to  require  advice,  which  tliey 
should  have  from  reliable  sources,  but  it  is  estraordinaj^-  that 
persons  of  good  understandings  are  as  often  duped  as  thoee  of 
no  intelligence. 

One  of  the  reasons  why  medical  gentlemen  of  repatation 
hesitate  to  give  countenance  to  female  practitioners  is,  becanse 
there  are  such  impostors  among  them,  unscrupulous  cheats, 
deceiving  their  own  sex  whenever  opportunity  presents;  and 
honest  female  practitioners  have  to  suffer  for  their  sins. 

Moral  influences,  appropriately  directed,  should  close  the 
gates  against  medical  adventurers.  If  the  people,  particularly^ 
the  female  portion  of  the  community,  are  taught  as  they  ahoold 
be,  in  the  course  of  education,  the  fundamental  principles  of 
physiology,  they  would  not  be  so  frequently  deceived  in  matters 
pertaining  to  their  own  health,  and  by  Ignoramuses,  too,  whose 
ignorance  is  concealed  under  the  title  of  doctor. 

There  are  but  few  positively  sound  women  in  this  country. 
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Many  are  nnsoond  who  might  have  been  models  of  physical 
perfection. 

Causes  which  tend  to  disease,  and,  consequently,  to  an 
abridgment  of  life,  have  been  sufficiently  set  forth,  but 
with  no  hope  of  inducing  one  in  a  thousand  to  abandon 
their  idols. 


CnAPTEB  XXVIL 
Their  Powers  of  Ekdurakcx. 

What  Women  can  do — Under  Preasare  of  Misfortunes-^DiBti^giiisli  Them- 
Belves  in  Science — Being  Misplaced — What  Offices  thej  ooald  DiBdiarge 
— Out-door  Employments— Capacity — ^Iceberg  Philanthropista — Chil- 
dren of  Indigent  Parentage — Exposures  to  Varjing  Tempemtoico 

Development  of  Strength. 

Wmi  a  delicate  organization,  women  certainly  endure  bodilj 
enfferings  with  firmness  and  heroic  resolntion. 

They  can  do  anything  in  art  or  science  which  the  other  sex 
accomplish.  Certainly,  they  have  the  ability  for  mastering  lan- 
guages, playing  mnsic,  or  carrying  on  nice  mechanical  opera- 
tions. In  sculpture,  painting,  and  many  ornamental  arts,  they 
vastly  excel.  If  they  had  fewer  muscles,  or  fewer  bones,  or 
even  more  than  a  man,  they  could  not  conduct  manipulations 
requiring  expert  fingers  and  a  well-formed  brain. 

Annals  of  war  furnish  thrilling  accounts  of  brilliant  achieve- 
ments in  arms,  in  which  young  women  braved  the  hardship  of  a 
camp,  with  a  fortitude  that  would  have  exalted  the  reputation 
of  a  veteran,  without  shrinking.  They  have  often  triumphantly 
gained  u  reputation  for  skill,  bravery,  and  patriotism. 

Their  capacity  for  horticultural  and  general  agricultural 
pursuits,  is  widely  acknowledged.  In  their  poverty  and  de- 
pendence on  manual  labor  for  bread,  their  strength  keeps  pace 
with  their  necessities.  Thus,  in  Europe,  they  till  the  soil, 
drive  teams,  saw  wood  in  the  streets,  act  as  hostlers,  and  to 
tlie  disgrace  of  those  communities  in  which  their  hard  destiny 
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compels  tliem  to  do  the  work  which  belongs  to  Btronger  and 
natarall  J  rougher  hands. 

It  dwarfs  them,  to  be  compelled  to  carry  heavy  bTirdens. 
Exposure  to  all  weathers  hardens  and  tans  their  complexion, 
while  alternations  of  heat,  cold,  rains,  and  winds,  bronze  their 
fikin.  To  be  sweating  and  tagging  in  the  laborious  pursaits 
of  a  farm,  is  not  their  appropriate  sphere.  Still  they  do  it, 
and  adapt  themselves  fo  the  bard  fortune  imposed  npon  them, 
without  complaining  more  than  the  sisterhood  whose  deBtiny 
places  thera  beyond  the  necessity  of  being  industrious. 

They  bear  up  under  misfortune,  indeed,  under  all  lutrd- 
elijpe,  more  cheerfully  than  men,  without  perilling  tbeir  health 
or  morals.     Their  instincts  are  always  in  the  right  direction. 

A  mother  in  the  extreme  wretchedness  of  some  forms  of 
poverty,  ignorant,  and  dependent,  manifests  as  much  maternal 
solicitude,  affection,  and  unconquerable  love  for  Iier  children, 
as  the  wife  of  a  peer.  She  submits  with  fortitude  to  surgical 
operations,  and  endures  protracted  pains  more  heroically  than 
men,  whose  physical  powers  of  resistance,  apparently,  are  far 
superior. 

A  citation  from  historical  records  to  establish  this  proposi- 
tion would  be  needless,  since  it  has  become  a  proverb  that  a 
woman  is  acknowledged  to  bear  away  the  palm. 

When  circumBtances  require,  women  do  as  well  as  men  as 
teachers,  artists,  or  bookkeepers ;  and  they  are  constitutionally 
more  honest  than  those  claimuig  to  be  lords  over  them. 
Having  the  same  number  of  nerves,  bones,  and  blood-vessels, 
why  should  they  not  do  whatever  men  do  in  those  economies 
which  require  brains  and  hands  ? 

If  they  fall  below  the  sterner  sex  in  any  sphere  of  action, 
it  is  because  their  education  has  been  less  complete.  Give 
them  ei\nn\  advantages. 
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Immense  numbera  of  men  and  women  are  nnfortiuiately 
tnisplnced.  Society,  conseqnftntly,  ib  a  Joser  by  not  haTing 
tliem  in  positions  wlicre  each  would  Lave  contrihiitod  advan- 
ta^^nsly  for  tlie  good  of  all. 

Women  quite  frequently  find  tlieniselves  miemated  as  well 
U  misplaced.     It  is  a  mistake  they  often  make,  in  suppo^og 
that  peark  and  diamonds  are  worth  more  than  intelligei 
Jewels  Iiavo  no  weight  in  an  intcllectnal  balance. 

""Wlien  miadonied,  adorned  the  most,"  is  a  trite expresei^ 
but  it  conveys  a  truth  applicable  to  women  of  culture,  The^ 
hare  an  influence  wherever  they  move,  because  there  is  a  force 
in  their  deportment,  and  especially  in  their  words,  when  pro- 
perly directed,  commanding  both  respect  and  admiration. 

An  unaccountable  opposition  is  manifested  against  grantiog 
educational  privileges  to  women. 

There  are   unsuccessful  merchants  who  would  have  been 
excellent  farmers,   and  many  farmers  of  the  most  thriftless 
order,  who  wonld  have  made  enterpriziog  traders.     The  pnlpit 
is  burdened  with  stupid  clergymen,  whose  voices  are  an  anodyne, 
and  their  reasoning  solid  opium.     Their  congregations  sleep 
quietly  under  tlieir  clerical  administration  of  the  parish,  as 
they  had  taken  a  dose  of  chloroform  at  the  commencement 
the  services. 

Now,  such  aomnambulant  chureh-operators  might  bava 
succeeded  far  better  in  pursuits  requiring  muscle  instead  of' 
brain.  Lawyers,  too,  profoundly  ignorant  of  law,  and  physiciauft 
who  literally  know  notliing  of  the  profession  they  are  permitteA. 
to  practise,  are  familiar  examples  of  social  displacement. 

One  of  the  objections  to  givingwomenelerkshipH,  or  putting^, 
them  in  positions  of  accountants,  actuaries,  bookkeepers,  bank- 
tellers,  ticket-takers  at  railroad  offices,  and  evBn  eonducturg,  and. 
many  other  pursuits,  which  they  might  follow  quite  as  accept-.; 
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ably  aa  such  serviceB  are  performed  by  rough,  coarae,  unmanner- 
ed  vulgarians,  loathed  by  those  obliged  to  come  in  contact  with 
them, — is  from  a  fear  they  might  become  demoralized  by  such 
general  intercourse  with  the  outside  world.  Theoretically,  but 
without  any  valid  reason,  they  should  be  occupants  of  the  house 
at  all  times,  and  the  instruments  with  which  they  should  become 
familiarized,  are  broomsticks,  needles,  and  teapots. 

It  is  discreditable  to  men,  who  have  so  little  confidence  in 
the  moral  perfections  of  their  mothers  and  sisters  as  to  exclude 
them  from  situations  which  would  not  only  be  eminently  bene- 
ficial to  themselves,  but  also  to  each  and  every  community  in 
which  their  fitness  and  capacity  for  such  pnrsnits  have  been 
appreciated  and  encouraged. 


Objectiowb  ITbokd. 

It  has  been  urged  that  women  oould  not  be  relied  upon  in 
Borae  very  common  offices  in  which  men  are  in  charge,  on  ac- 
count of  certain  constitutional  peculiarities,  which  forbid  females 
from  exposing  themselves  to  varying  temperatures,  wetting  thmr 
feet,  etc,  wiiich  would  prove  ruinous  to  their  health. 

Such  apprehensions  are  onfounded.  It  is  true,  that  those 
reared  so  tenderly  as  to  make  them  unnaturally  feeble,  and 
therefore  more  susceptible,  would  not  have  constitutions  for 
some  industries  ;  but  a  woman  who  lias  been  allowed  through 
her  childhood  to  breathe  in  open  air,  to  exercise  her  musclee 
out-doora,  can  resist  any  and  all  influences  from  atmospheric  ex- 
posure, that  a  male  organization  resists.  Early  training,  and 
not  a  congenital  predisposition,  fita  or  unfits  either  for  activity 
and  oeefulaess,  in-door  or  out. 

In  all  discussions  on  the  subject  of  female  suffrage,  a  sort  of 
epidemic  that  breaks  out  occasionally,  to  the  immense  alarm  of 
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politicians— especially  thoee  who  dread  the  elevation  of  women, 
well  knowing  their  intelligence  and  superior  moral  qnalifica- 
tions  woold  be  a  death-blow  to  their  own  aspirations — it  is  as- 
smned  that  they  are  physically  unfitted  for  pursuits  in  wliidli 
men  engage.  • 

Mental  capacity  is  ingeniously  left  out  of  tEe  account  as 
much  as  possible ;  and  those  very  wise  doctors  who,  in  fear  of 
having  well-informed  women  employed  to  nurse  sickly  or  de- 
moralized institutions,  are  continually  harping  on  their  inability, 
are  careful  to  say  nothing  about  their  educational  fitness  to 
transact  affiiirs  far  more  successfully  than  thousands  of  party 
numskulls,  whose  only  qualification  for  positions  thej  disgrace 
by  ignorance,  is  devotion  to  leaders  bolder  and  more  unscrupu- 
lous than  themselves. 

Whbbb  they  would  Succeed. 

In  courts  of  law ;  on  grand  or  traverse  juries ;  as  coroners, 

sheriffs,  and  similar  oflBces,  which  require  tactj  good  manners,  firm- 
ness, and  an  accurate  knowledge  of  legal  forms,  women  could 
aquit  themselves  far  more  acceptably  than  such  coarse,  profane, 
offensive  occupants  as  sometimes  hold  those  places. 

In  March,  1870,  an  experiment  was  tried  in  the  Territory 
of  Wyoming,  for  the  first  time  since  the  formation  of  a  civil 
government  in  America,  of  placing  women  on  a  jury. 

A  wretch,  by  the  name  of  Cowie,  was  on  trial  for  murder. 
The  panel  had  upon  it  six  females  and  six  males.  After  a  pro- 
tracted deliberation  of  four  days  and  nights,  a  verdict  of  man- 
slaughter was  rendered. 

Of  course,  the  ladies  were  exceedingly  fatigued,  but  their 
resolution,  and  the  dignity  and  solemnity  of  the  occasion,  won 
for  them  the  admiration  of  the  whole  country. 
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Hardly,  however,  had  tlie  eclat  of  their  services  heen 
heralded  over  the  country,  thnn  it  was  bruited  about  that  their 
hnsbands  were  dissatisfied  with  eneli  a  protracted  absence  of 
their  wives  from  domestic  duties.     Worse  still,  a  busy  press 

.  was  active  in  propagating  a  story  that  another  source  of  dis- 
Bfttisfaction  grew  out  of  hanng  tbeir  beloved  helpmates  shut  up 

I  four  days  and  nights  with  strange  men,  sturdy  yeomen,  of  whom 

I  they  know  neither  good  nor  evil. 

That  must  have  been  an  attempt  at  merriment,  or  the  ont- 

I  growth  of  a  mischievous  disposition  to  destroy  the  influence 

I  which  women  were  acquiring  in  their  praiseworthy  efforts  in  a 

I  new  and  important  sphere  of  action. 

HARDT    DlSCIPLlSE. 

Children  bom  to  apparent  affluence,  tenderly  managed,  by 
nnexpected  family  reverses  have  been  often  thrown  upon  the 
cold  charity  of  the  world  to  grapple  with  poverty  in  its  severest 
forms.  Iceberg  philanthropists  seldom  thaw  at  the  sight 
of  wretchedness  that  can  best  be  warmed  by  money. 

In  transitions  from  one  social  extreme  to  another,  the  body 
■nfiers  from  no  shocks  that  essentially  impairs  it,  while  a  hope 
entertained  of  ultimately  rising  above  poverty  to  the  realiza- 
tion of  influence  and  comfort*.  Some  fall  by  the  way,  whoee 
feeble  orgam'zation  is  unequal  to  the  depressing  wretchedness 
of  hope  deferred.  But  how  many  live  through  painful  scenes 
of  vant  and  mortification  to  reach  old  age  in  a  better  aspect 
than  when  they  first  began  to  battle  with  tribidations ! 

Children  of  indigent  parentage  throng  the  streets  of  every 
dty,  barefooted,  hstless,  bonnetless,  thinly  clad,  and  oppressed  by 
hunger,  braving  storms,  whose  ruddy  cheeks  bear  witneaa  to 
the  invigorating  influence  of  fresh  air. 
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Female  children  from  ench  sources  are  factory  operatives. 
They  are  domestics,  and  in  whatever  position  they  may  occupy 
at  service,  are  not  only  expected,  but  are  ordered  to  do  that 
which  as  often  as  otherwise  obliges  them  to  be  standing  in 
water — handling  wet  clothes,  cold  and  chilling  to  their  warm 
blood ;  and  yet  they  sustain  a  higher  standard  of  health  than 
the  pampered  offspring  of  their  masters  and  mistresses,  imag- 
ined to  have  been  bom  to  a  better  inlieritance. 

It  is  no  more  dangerous  to  have  one's  feet  in  cold  water  than 
to  have  their  hands  in  it.  There  is  nothing  in  the  anatomy  of 
a  woman's  body  that  indicates  a  greater  susceptibility  in  her 
feet  than  in  her  iinflrers. 

o 

The  whole  body,  as  individual  limbs,  or  the  face,  may  be 
accustomed  to  endurances  that  would  be  detrimental  to  a  novice 
in  such  kinds  of  exposure.  A  sudden  plunge  into  a  cold  bath 
reduces  vital  temperature.  In  coming  out,  it  returns  with 
accelerated  force.  But  the  after-glow,  so  much  coveted  by 
ladies,  and  of  which  they  speak  with  enthusiasm,  as  delightful 
in  the  transition  from  a  bath  to  a  warm  room,  is  a  dearly  pur- 
eliascd  pleasure  by  some  hydropathic  advocates. 

Tliat  after-glow  draws  largely  upon  the  vitality  of  those  of 
extremely  delicate  organization.  It  takes  so  much  from  the 
fountain,  that  it  finally  ceases  to  rise  to  its  normal  level.  A  lady 
may  dissipate  in  a  bath,  to  her  injury,  quite  as  readily  as  with 
chloroform  or  opium.  Their  effects,  however,  are  widely  differ- 
ent, though  both  lead  to  the  gates  of  death.  Excess  in  any- 
thing enerv^ates.  Kegularity,  even  in  the  'violation  of  organic 
laws,  does  not  produce  derangements  immediately. 

Sudden  cold  douches  are  as  unbearable  as  electric  shocks  ; 
still,  by  gradually  practising,  as,  for  example,  keeping  the  hands 
or  feet  a  long  while  in  intensely  cold  water,  no  injury  ensues. 

Pearl  divers  descend  thirty  and  forty  feet,  and  walk  about 
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deliberately  on  the  bottom.  Snepending  respiration  thns  ia  an 
education  of  the  lungs  to  meet  the  contingency  of  their  pro- 
feeeion.  Washer-women  in  Paris  paddle  in  the  Seine  with  the 
freedom  of  docks — always  cold  and  wet ;  yet  they  live  to  the 
ordinary  age  of  those  who  have  had  no  experience  in  aquatics. 

The  muscle  of  men  beeoraes  stronger  and  more  massive 
than  in  women,  because  they  are  more  exercised  in  all  forms  of 
activity.    Juet  as  the  twig  is  bent,  so  is  the  tree  inclined. 

As  Boon  09  muscles  are  required  to  perform  an  increased 
amount  of  service  in  a  particular  routine  of  action,  an  extra 
volume  of  blood  circulates  in  them,  which  is  equivalent  to  giv- 
ing them  more  food  than  when  their  labors  were  less. 

Thua,  a  blacksmith's  hammer-arm  is  larger  than  the  other, 
because  the  weight  to  be  habitnally  moved  in  forging  at  his 
anvil  requires  increased  muscalar  force.  It  is,  therefore,  more 
copiously  nourished. 

The  stonecntter's  arm  becomes  larger  that  wields  a  mallet, 
than  its  mate  directing  the  chisel.  Ballet-dancers,  rope-per- 
formers, circus-riders,  and  professional  pedestrians,  have  won- 
derfnlly  fine  lower  extremities,  while  their  arms  appear  di8pr«>- 
portionably  small,  in  conseqnence  of  not  having  an  increased 
circulation  directed  to  them. 

On  the  other  hand,  porters,  or  those  who  are  constantly 
handling,  moving,  and  lifting  heavy  boxes,  barrels,  etc.,  or  car- 
lying  burdens  on  tbelr  backs  or  shoulders,  have  a  prodigiona 
massiveness  of  the  pectoral  muscles  about  Uie  upper  part  of  the 
chest  and  lumbar  region. 

It  is  one  of  the  strange  sights  at  the  p'>rt  of  Havana  to 
watch  the  play  of  mnscles  of  nude  bnrden-carriera  in  discharg- 
ing vessels,  which  stind  out  in  living  prominence. 

Stevedorea,  in  Sicily,  walk  up  a  plank  with  a  bale  of  rags 
on  their  brawny  shoulders,  weighing,  npon  an  average,  four 
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Liindred  pounds.     They  move  oEF  deliberately,  as  tliongh  not   i 
particnlarly  ernbarrasfied. 

We  have  a  distinct  recollection  of  seeing  a  Turkisb  porter, 
passing  through  a  street  in  Smyrna,  with  a  barrel  of  New- 
England  rum  slung  to  his  arched  back. 

Processes  which  develop  strength  in  men,  will  also  develop 
etrengtli  in  women.  Arab  girls,  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile,  and 
indeed  all  over  Sjiia,  assist  one  another  in  raising  heavy  jars  of 
water  to  their  head,  which  they  cany  off  to  distant  villages 
with  apparent  ease,  rarely  touching  the  vessel  w-ith  their  handa, 
BO  admirably  are  they  poised. 

Files  of  those  dark-eyed,  supple  nymphs,  in  social  chat^ 
cheerfully  wend  their  way  for  one  or  two  miles,  without  the 
least  apparent  fatigue,  Sych  habitual  exercise  of  all  their 
mnsclcs  brings  out  the  finest  imaginable  proportions  of  the 
body.    Every  fibre  is  urged  to  a  full  state  of  tension. 

Those  bronzed  females,  wliose  symmetrical  forms  cannot  be 
excelled  in  any  country,  know  nothing  of  numerous  complunta 
which  are  the  burden  of  our  civilization.  Tliey  have  neither 
distorted  spines,  drooping  slioulders,  or  contracted  waists. 
Maternity  is  rarely  attended  with  anxiety.  Apprehending  no 
danger,  they  are  never  harassed  by  nervous  anticipations,  or 
depressed  with  thongliis  of  danger. 

Were  orthopedic  surgeons,  whose  specialty  is  to  warp  dis- 
torted bones  into  position,  to  treat  their  patients  to  sustaining 
weights  on  their  heads,  and  exercise  with  them,  their  success 
would  be  far  more  satisfactory.  Put  the  muscles  into  action, 
properly  directed,  and  they  will  certainly  adjnst  the  distorted 
parts,  by  contracting  forcibly  till  the  deviating  bone  is  gradnallj 
restored  to  its  natural  relations. 
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Who  abb  Dibtosxed? 

Totmg  ladies  broaght  up  in  luxurioas  indolence  are  the 
principal  aufferere  from  incurvations  of  tlie  spine.  Family  opu- 
lence is  not  unireqiieiitlj  the  destruction  of  heirs  to  an  estate. 
Eich  girls  are  made  puny,  feeble,  aad  lifeless  by  their  dreeaeB, 
table  luxuries,  gas-lights  when  they  ought  to  be  iu  bed,  by  opera 
excitemeutfi,  piano  driUinge,  nnvsntilated  apartinents,  and 
brain-bnming  novels ! 

When  very  young,  they  should  be  permitted  to  range  in  loose 
garments,  and  be  as  free  as  the  poor  mau'a  daughters.  That  is 
the  way  to  form  a  good  constitution.     If,  however,  the  misfor- 

e  of  a  spinal  curvature  overtakes  them,  let  them  promenade 
irly  with  as  much  of  a  weight  on  the  bead  as  they  can 
'  larrj.  Do  it  iu  the  garden  or  open  field,  rather  than  in  adraw- 
ing-room.  Being  lashed  down  to  an  inclined  plane  is  an  ab- 
Burdity,  and  deserves  professional  condemnation.  Liberate 
their  oppreesed  ribs ;  give  them  coarse  food,  instead  of  dry 
toast  and  tea.  Imitate  the  vigorous  girls  of  Egypt.  Theoriefl 
disappear  before  facta  in  orthopedic  surgery : 

"  Satura  duee  wu  tho  text 
Of  uvdeot  Hlppoenlee, 
Bnt  w«  aluOl  lt»A  old  NMofe  next, 
Tta  force  ol  wt  eo  great  la." 


CHAPTER  XXVin. 
Beain  Force. 

Mental  DtSerencea — QeniaB  not  to  be  Purchaaed  — Soul — Molecules  of 
Mntler  Perpetually  Be-BTran^ed — Dnplication  of  OrgBos — Bntins  Look 
Alike — A  Divine  MjBterj — iitle  and  Female  Bnliu — No  Appuent 
Auatomical  Difietence. 

No  one  prcteudB  to  question  the  aruverBal  opinion  that  in- 
tellection 19  raaiiifested  through  tlie  instrumentality  of  the 
brain,  a  poorly  understood  organ. 

Brain  force,  that  exercise  of  the  will  which  places  humanity 
at  the  heiid,  and  gives  man  control  over  animals,  and,  in  (act, 
over  the  whole  world,  perplexes  philosophers  as  much  now  as  in 
the  earliest  periods  of  philosophical  inquiry. 

Science  affords  hut  little  light  for  conducting  investigations 
which  have  in  view  an  easy  explanation  of  cerebral  functions. 
That  positive  something  which  is  a  power,  exercised  by  indi- 
Tidualfl  in  producing  great,  or,  indeed,  any  results,  is  potent, 
and  almost  irresistible  in  its  fullest  development. 

Some  are  superior  to  others,  because  they  originate  thoughts. 
Mechanical  inventors,  those  having  the  faculty  of  combining 
complicated  motions,  resulting  in  the  production  of  labor-saving 
machines,  or  who  conceive  unique  designs,  and  execute  splendid 
works  in  art,  must  have  brains  intrinsically  different  from  those 
who  are  totally  incapable  of  exhibiting  new  and  striking  forme 
of  talenL 

Poets,  writers  of  exciting  fiction — admitted  to  possess  active 
imaginationB — create  scenes  and  circumstances,  which  are  truia- 
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ferred  to  paper,  as  the  painter  does  an  ideal  image  to  canvas,  to 
delight  those  who  have  no  similar  iuEpirations.     Some,  then, 

f  have  a  capacity  for  enjoying  the  mental  productions  of  others. 

!  They  have,  too,  a  skill  in  searching  out  heautieti,  and  of  detect- 
ing faults,  without  a  faculty  of  originating. 

Yet,  in  a  dissection  of  the  brain,  the  most  accomplished 
anatomist  cannot  detect  the  slightest  difference  in  structure. 

,  One  may  exceed  tlio  other  slightly,  perhaps,  in  weight.  But 
many  a  genius  has  had  a  small  head,  and  thousands  of  distin- 
guished fools  had  a  brain  surprisingly  large. 

Misere  see  phantom  dollars  upon  the  same  philosopliical 
principle  that  an  architect  sees  in  his  mind's  eye  the  stmctore 
he  proposeB  to  erect.  Both  contemplate  an  intangible  repre- 
sentation, which  is  copied  and  made  reaL 

Whether  education  changes  the  arrangement  of  cerebral 
fibres,  reqim-es  further  investigation.  It  develops  and  directs 
innate  powers  which  otherwise  might  have  remained  partially 
dormant. 

A  knowledge  of  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  or  utter 
ignorance  of  those  useful  branches,  is  no  evidence  of  an  in* 
ability  to  invent  or  make  discoveries  of  importance  to  man- 
kind. 

Genids. 


Genius  can  neither  he  bought,  sold,  nor  transferred.  It 
appertains  to  individnals.  Hence  they  who  possesB  it  in  an 
eminent  degree,  when  directed  for  the  advancement  of  the 
common  gooil,  are  regarded  as  public  benefactors.  When  extra- 
ordinary intellectual  endowments  are  wasted  in  frivolous  pur- 
enits,  or  the  envied  possessor  of  rare  cerebral  gifts  fritters  away 
opportunities  for  enlarging  his  own  orbit  and  advancing  the 
interests  of  the  community,  society  says  he  lived  to  no  pni*- 
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pose,  aud  died  without  leaving  a  brilliant  memorial  of  liis 
existence, 

A  perfectly  developed  mind  depends  on  a  perfectly  devel- 
oped condition  of  the  apparatus  by  which  it  is  manifested. 

A  body  may  be  mutilated  to  an  estraordinaiy  degree  without 
at  all  limiting  the  range  of  intellect,  A  member  of  the  British 
parliament  was  bora  without  arms  or  legs,  yet  he  is  a  man  of 
clear  perceptions  and  unclouded  judgment. 

When  all  distinguishing  characteristics  of  a  welt-balanced 
intellect  are  active  and  even  brilliant,  every  limb  may  be  am- 
putated, both  ears  removed,  both  eyes  blinded,  the  teeth 
extracted,  the  tongue  severed,  and  many  more  terrible  mutila- 
tions inflicted  without  essentially  impairing  intellection,  which 
remains  as  complete  before. 


The  Soul. 

When  those  material  instrumentalities  by  which  mind  ia 
manifested  are  injured  or  destroyed,  then  there  can  be  no 
conscious  volitions. 

It  is  argued  that  the  soul  is  something  quite  independent 
and  distinct  from  the  machinery  of  organic  life,  through  the 
instrumentality  of  which  its  essential  attributes  are  manifested. 

If  food  is  withheld  too  long,  a  debility  of  the  body  follows 
and  the  mind  falters.  If  the  tissues  are  not  supplied  with 
materials  for  repairing  a  waste  constantly  going  on  in  the 
system,  organs  cease  to  operate.  Death  ensues,  and  the  soul 
departs. 

Our  bodies  are  all  the  time  receiving  new  materials,  and 
throwing  off  effete  substance  that  has  imparted  its  vitality. 
Let  this  operation  be  suspended  even  but  for  a  very  brief 
period,  and  derangements  and  death  would  be  inevitable. 
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Particles  received  yesterday  are  ready  to  be  removed  to- 
day, while  new  ones,  just  elaborated  from  food,  take  tlielr 
places.     Thus  Ufe  is  mechanically  sustained. 

It  is,  therefore,  morally  ctrtain  that  mind  is  an  inde}>endeiit, 
intangible  something,  which  exhibits  itself  through  vitalized 
matter.  From  whence  it  came,  or  where  it  goes,  belongs  to 
the  province  of  revealed  religion  to  elucidate. 


Duplication. 

Animals  are  organized  beings,  varying  in  their  fonns,  both 
externally  and  internally,  according  to  a  BpecJiic  service  they 
are  to  perform  in  the  economy  of  nature.  As  far  as  naturalists 
have  carried  their  investigations,  each  and  every  one,  including 
man,  are  duplicated  in  their  bones,  muscles,  members,  and 
Bpeeial  nerves  of  sense. 

Two  halves,  rarely  varying  much  in  form,  number,  or 
weight,  are  miited  to  make  one  symmetrical  whole. 

Thus  there  are  two  brains  united,  two  eyes,  two  ears,  two 
olfactory  cavities,  with  two  sets  of  nerves  alike  on  the  two 
sides,  two  kidneys,  two  arms,  two  feet,  and,  in  the  ftetal  state, 
each  jaw  was  in  two  pieces. 

An  obvious  advantage  in  thus  duplicating  so  many  parte, 
is  to  increase  and  concentrate  force,  whether  vital  or  mechan- 
ical. Even  the  heart  is  double.  One  heart  throws  blood  into 
the  lungs,  while  the  other  propels  it  throngh  the  body. 
By  welding  them  together,  less  room  was  required,  and 
compactness  in  packing  is  one  of  the  wonders  disclosed  by 
dissection. 

In  respect  to  the  bnun,  nerves,  and  muscles,  when  one  set 
are  out  of  order,  or  they  can  no  longer  perform  their  part  in 
the  circle  of  vital  movements,  thought,  volitions,  and  muBCular 
23" 
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efforts  ire  solely  earned  on  by  the  other  hali^  whioii  is  miim. 
peirecL 

We  hear  witli  one  ear,  see  with  one  eye,  chew  on  one  eide^ 
tMte  with  half  a  tongnei  secrete  with  one  kidney,  looomote 
on  one  leg,  and  do  very  well  with  one  ann ;  and  in  a  paraljeie 
of  half  the  body,  drag  it  about  for  years,  while  all  the  powevs 
of  life  are  carried  on  and  regulated  by  the  sound  side. 
*  Worms  are  an  aggregation  of  rings  or  sections,  nch  of 
which  is  ahnost  a  distinct  individual,  having  its  own  breathing 
orifice,  its  own  ganglions,  or  nervous  centres,  equivalent  to  a 
brain,  and  its  own  independent  locomotive  apparatus. 

Some  of  the  annelides  may  be  cut  into  pieces,  and  each  one 
will  become  a  distinct,  complete,  independ^it  being. 
.    One  sot  of  digestive  apparatus  answers  for  a  double  set  of 
ovgans  in  all  animals,  as  one  boiler  is  suflident  for  a  doable 
engine  in  steam-vessels. 

I^ISTDfTCnOH  WITHOUT  A  DlFFBRSNOS. 

To  all  appearance,  human  brains  are  alike  in  stmcture. 
One  may  be  larger  than  another,  but  it  is  quite  impossible  to 
discriminate  a  male  from  a  female  brain,  otherwise  than  upon 
the  received  opinion  that  the  latter  is  smallest. 

On  the  dissecting-table,  the  most  expert  anatomist  could 
not  designate  the  brain  of  a  statesman  from  that  of  a  scavenger. 
They  are  essentially  alike,  and  yet  they  differ  in  a  manner, 
while  living,  which  no  one  has  yet  been  able  to  explain. 

If  we  were  not  alike  in  regard  to  the  number  and  arrange- 
ments of  our  organs,  we  could  neither  think  nor  act  alike. 
Anatomists,  however,  discover  no  difference  in  the  structure 
or  disposition  of  the  brain,  nerve,  or' muscles.  Therefore,  a 
great  mystery  remains  unsolved,  notwithstanding  all  that  has 
been  taught  in  elucidation  of  the  laws  of  life. 


THE  WAYS  OF  WOMEN. 


Passive  Oroans. 


With  eves,  an  invisible  conscious  entity  within  the  brain 
sees  what  ie  transpiring  without.  It  hears  with  the  ears,  feels 
through  the  nerves,  tastes  with  the  tongue,  and  contracts  miiscles 
by  a  force  acting  from  within.  An  eye  cannot  see,  or  an  ear 
hear.  They  are  completely  jjassive,  simply  being  instniments 
constructed  for  conducting  to  the  soul's  residence  infurmation 
that  could  not  in  auy  otlier  manner  or  way  be  communicated. 

Thinkers  who  exercise  their  must^les,  in-door  and  out, 
discreetly,  have  a  longer  life  than  those  who  are  careless  in 
their  habits,  and  sluggish  in  their  movements. 

More  women  are  moved  by  the  brain-force  of  others,  than 
among  an  equal  number  of  men ;  but  there  are  female  writeps 
whose  mental  capacity  has  not  been  equalled  by  the  other  eez 
in  any  branch  of  literature. 

Brain-force  is  a  Divine  mystery.  Its  influence  is  felt,  Irat 
that  is  all  we  know  about  it.  There  is  no  art  or  device  that 
did  not  originate  in  a  brain.  There,  too,  conceptions,  complex 
and  intricate,  may  be  kept  safely  for  future  use,  or  remain 
quiescent  till  the  golden  bowl  is  broken  at  the  fountain. 

"Whatever  is  fabricated  by  human  hands,  must  first  have 
existed  in  the  brain — so  legibly  photographed  there,  the  mind 
examines  the  pattern  as  the  work  of  imitating  proceeded  till 
completed. 

There  being  no  apparent  difference  in  the  brains  of  the 
sexes,  and  experience  favoring  the  opinion  there  is  none,  why 
cannot  women  do  all  that  men  accomplish  of  value  to  society  I 
They  are  entitled  in  equity  to  all  rights  and  privileges  in  the 
exercise  of  the  talents  God  has  given  them,  and  no' opportunity 
ehould  be  omitted,  on  their  part,  for  exercising  that  brain-force 
in  all  lawful  enterprises  and  pursuits. 
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nen^  if  there  are  no  irrqpJaritieB  in  the  eircnhtion  imt  digMtJoa 
r^gathers  that  which  inyigoratea  it  for  the  wakiag  hoiv. 

Imperfect  nutrition  of  the  bndn  ia  quite  as  much  the  mm 
of  inegnlar  action  aa  being  over-taxed  with  one  bnrdeiiy  or 
eeaaeleaa  devotion  to  one  engrooaing  theme. 

If  the  liver  ia  diaeaaed,  the  apleen  diaordered,  the  puierea 
adrrhna,  or  the  atomach  inadequate  to  the  performanee  of  i 
ordinary  datiea^  the  brain  aoon  beoomea  impoveriahed.  It 
impoflaible  to  carry  on  ita  appropriate  fonctioiia  on  a  BhoQ 
allowance. 

A  SoinfD  MiHni    • 

A  aonnd  mind  ia  intimately  aaaodated  with  good  healthy  an 
that  ia  maintained  by  nntritious  food  and  perfect  digestion. 

Lunatic  aayluma  f umiah  painful  ezamplee  of  impaired  fandna 
butthoae  institutiona  have  not  yet  had  the  independence  tc 
publiah  such  detaila  aa  would  satisfactorily  explain  many  true 
causes  of  insanity  in  a  large  proportion  of  their  inmates. 

j  It  is,  perhaps,  an  exercise  of  philanthropic  discretion  not  to 

I  report  what  might  mortify,  pain,  or  horrify. 

I  A  predisposing  cause  of  moodiness,  nervous  excitability, 

melancholy,  and  various  phases  of  insanity,  may  be  traced  almoBt 
invariably  to  a  violation  of  some  law  of  life. 

An  apology  may  be  found  for  an  unfortunate  sufferer,  by 
pleading  his  ignorance ;  but  it  is,  nevertheless,  a  transgression. 
It  is  charitable  to  presume  hard  study  has  destroyed  many- 
promising  intellects,  but  medical  authorities  teach  us  that  the 
mind  is  of  tener  overthrown  by  the  pradtice  of  vices  than  by  an 
influx  of  knowledge. 

Bather  than  admit  the  destruction  of  reason  by  intense 
literary  application,  writers  are  beginning  to  intimate  that  abuaea 
self-imposed  demand  a  more  strict  professional  scrutiny. 
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It  might  be  thought  premftture,  or  at  least  inexpedient  to 
annonnce  anthoratively  in  anntial  reporta,  that  restraints  actnallj 
bring  on  madness  in  some  of  its  saddest  fomis. 

Our  ci\'il)zatiou  imposes  barriers  against  the  indulgence  of 
many  natural  wants.     A  reflex  action  deranges  the  brain. 

When  Mahometans  are  insane,  it  ia  usually  caused  by  in- 
juries of  the  skull,  frights,  sudden  stirprisals,  deprivation  of 
cherished  rights,  opinm,  hasheesh,  smoking,  etc.,  but  rarely,  if 
ever,  trora  moral  causes.  Moslem  fanatics,  like  those  in  Chris- 
tian countries,  become  eccentric  and  insane  too.  Blighted 
hopes,  disappoiutmouta  in  love,  or  religious  fervor,  seldom  lead 
to  alienations  of  mind  in  Orientals. 

They  have  among  them  fapatical  individuals,  whose  tem- 
peraments are  like  those  of  the  same  nervous  tj'pe  in  all  conn- 
tries.     When  thwarted  in  favorite  schemes  for  revolutionizing 
a  neigliborbood  or  a  state,  disappointment  brings  on  analagons   , 
forme  of  insanity. 

Political  rebuffs,  nnsueeessfiil  enterprises,  religious  tbeoriea 
which  others  oppose,  self-imposed  missions  ostensibly  for  the 
public  good,  whicli  were  fully  intended  to  be  partieularly  bene- 
ficial to  tlieraselvea,  are  avenues  to  lunacy.  Each  and  all  of 
them  are  proper  examples  of  over-working  the  brain. 

Still,  over-working  that  organ  is  not  quite  as  common  aa 
may  have  been  supposed.  A  vindictive  determination  to  do 
what  is  not  agreeable  to  others,  meets  with  opjwsition  that  not 
unfrequcntly  reacts  upon  an  excited  brain  beyond  what  it  can 
bear.  That,  however,  is  not  to  be  understood  as  over-working 
it.  Does  a  calm,  considerate  exercise  of  acquiring,  comparing, 
and  analyzing  tend  to  the  brain's  injury  I    No. 

Have  many  young  men  or  misaes  of  sixteen  mined  their 
intellect  by  study  i 

That  their  minds  have  given  way  in  early  youth  is  nndeni- 
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able ;  but  not  by  Bchooling  the  brain  in  the  ordinary  mam 

of  being  educated.    One-idea  people  are  numerous,  and  in  tl 

country  among  women,  particularly.     When  necessity  comp 

them  to  laborious  devotion  to  one  unvarying  pursuit,  as  stitc 

ing  with  a  needle,  running  a  sewing  machine,  braiding  stra 

reading  proof-sheets,  or  similar  exliausting  industries,  the  ni 

V0U8  system  is  often  seriously  prostrated.    Indeed,    the  cc 

i  templation  of  one  thing  all  the  while,  as  more  prominent  th 

all  others,  without  reasonable  relaxation,  is  excessively  ot( 

working  the  brain. 

f' 
■I  ■ 

i.  Explosion  of  Life. 

i 

Commmercial  men  in  communities  where  property  is  tl 
only    passport  to  position,  over-work  the  brain  more  rapid] 
and  more  frequently  than  women. 
:  '         Men  occasionally  drop  dead  by  a  sudden  explosion,  as  it  wew 

.    f,.  of  vital  force.     Culture,  taste,  refined  sentiments,  a  delicat 

,;    ';  perception  of  what  constitutes  good  breeding,  or  lays  clainn  to  re 

li  spect  and  attentions,  weigh  nothing  where  the  chink  of  gold  give 

more  pleasure  than  the  music  of  the  greatest  masters  of  melody 
,;.  Women  are  apt,  with  an  unexpected  change  in  social  posi 

tion,  to  become  deaf  to  all  sounds  not  associated  with  the 
rustle  of  rich  dresses,  and  some  die  martyrs  to  an  idea  that  a 
wardrobe  makes  a  lady. 

Any  faculty  of  the  mind  may  be  exercised  to  its  exceeding 
detriment.  Allowing  the  powers  of  intellect  to  be  wholly 
given  to  the  acquisition  of  wealth,  to  the  exclusion  of  whatever 
relates  to  the  moral  nature,  social  duties  and  obligations,  is 
avarice.  That  is,  in  fact,  a  disease  of  the  organ  in  which  senti- 
ments are  elaborated.  It  is  a  malady  that  destroys  the  indivi- 
dual before  he  is  ready  to  enjoy  pleasures  and  advantages  he 
had  promised  himself  when  riches  were  secured. 
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A  histoiy  of  trade  in  iU  sncceseftil  aspects,  which  iocludea 
ftny  position  in  which  an  adeqaate  income  is  realized  for  per- 
Bonal  flerviees  or  skill  in  the  management  of  funds,  would  show 
that  not  one  in  five  thousand  who  heap  up  treasures,  ever  has 
the  benefit  of  them.  Heirs-at-law,  who  may  never  have  earned 
a  farthiog,  usually  have  the  spending  of  such  fortunes. 

When  a  property  becomes  colossal,  a  little  of  it  is  devised  oc- 
casionally to  eleemosynarj'  inEtitutions,  or  in  special  charities 
for  soeiiring  the  favor  of  heaven,  bnt  not  because  such  spaa- 
Tiodic  benevolence  arises  from  a  religious  sentiment. 

It  is  nottiing  more  nor  less  than  a  willingness  to  purchase 
"arhat  could  not  be  hoped  for  on  the  score  of  merit.  A  mercan- 
tile transaction  to  tlie  last  breath. 

To  allow  avarice  to  obtain  a  mastery,  is  a  fatal  mistake. 
Tlie  late  Mr.  George  Peabody  gave  a  bright  example  of  the 
way  of  finding  happiness,  by  making  others  so  with  the  abund- 
ance which  a  kind  Providence  liad  placed  at  his  disposal.  The 
honored  Peter  Cooper,  of  New  York,  lias  heaven  in  advance. 

The  whole  of  us,  mind  and  body,  must  be  used,  but  not 
abnsed.  Happiness  being  the  object  of  pursuit,  unrecorded 
miseries  are  heroically  endured  to  gain  what  cannot  bo  enjoyed 
when  attained. 

Convnisive  attempts  at  reformation,  when  we  are  alarmed 
»t  a  realizing  sense  of  the  results  of  disappointed  schemes,  is 
snatching  at  tioatiog  straws. 

An  over-worked  brain  must  abide  the  consequences  of 
neglected  hygienic  laws.  For  a  woman  to  live  many  years,  she 
must  live  simply,  indnstriouely,  and  in  obedience  to  her  inborn 
intuitive  sense  of  what  is  right  and  what  is  wrong,  and  slie  must 
vary  her  pursuits,  so  that  her  brain  may  have  as  much  oppor- 
tnni^  for  rest  as  she  requires  for  her  hands  and  feet 
33 
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Phjslml  Bearing— GosmetioB— Let  them  alone^ErnptioiiB — ^Pearl  Powde 
Water  aa  a  Purifier— Pores  of  the  Skin — Temperature  of  the  Bod^ 
IntfeuBiblo  Perspiration — ^Tint  of  the  Ck>mplexion — Antimonj. 

Kkvkr  perfectly  gatisfied  with  what  nature  in  kindnees  Ii 
bestowed  upon  them,  however  fresh,  healthy,  or  beaatifi 
women  are  continually  exercising  their  fertile  minds  in  pum 
of  means  for  improving  their  appearance.  They  tax  the 
ingenuity  for  increasing  the  effect  of  their  facial  expression  ai 
figure. 

A  man  may  l>e  massive,  bearded,  and  manifest  the  highe 
intellootual  power,  and  yet  not  be  a  beauty.  Those  exterii 
evidences  oi  his  strength  and  masculine  maturity  are  altogethi 
different  from  those  traits  and  influences  which  characterij 
women.  There  are  concentrated  in  her  person  a  compoun 
of  symmetrv,  texture,  and  indefinable  properties  not  readil 
expri\<seJ,  which,  nevertheless,  are  felt  and  acknowledged  t 
exist. 

AMion  cultivated,  and  her  soul  educated  to  correspond  wit] 
her  positive  corporeal  attributes,  a  woman  governs  withon 
speaking,  and  commands  by  an  ineffable  magnetism. 

She  has  an  innate  disposition  to  appear  to  the  best  advao 
tage,  and  in  that  way  her  power  is  augmented,  and  her  sovc 
reignty  over  the  male  sex  secured. 
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AuBiTious  TO  Look  Well. 

Impressed  witb  a  conviction  that  she  can  improve  her 
appearflnce  by  processes  of  art,  women  of  all  countries  are  the 
patrons  of  cosmetics.  The  savage  female  seeks  euch  appliances 
among  simples  of  the  field,  and  in  mineral  preparations,  which 
make  her  liideons,  in  her  fancied  metamorphosis  for  the  better ; 
perfectly  loathsome,  if  not  horrid,  to  the  eyes  of  a  civilized 
being. 

A  woman's  complexion,  tlie  expression  of  her  eyes,  the 
arrangement  of  her  hair,  the  size  of  her  hands  and  her  feet, 
opcnpy  her  thoughts  too  mnch,  if  tnithfnlly  represented  by 
writers  of  their  own  sex.  And  it  is  nnqnestionably  true  they 
heroically  sabmit  to  self-imposed  tortnres,  with  an  expectation 
of  appearing  essentially  improved  in  appearance  in  the  eetimfr- 
tion  of  those  with  whom  they  associate. 

Not  one  article  in  the  catalogne  of  miscalled  beantifiers,  of 
which  ladies  ore  usually  mnnificcnt  patrons,  is  worth  having, 
or  free  from  objection  on  account  of  deleterious  properties  in 
their  composition. 

Most  cosmetics  are  positively  injuriona  to  the  skin. 

There  are  no  exceptions  in  favor  of  any,  however  popular 
tliey  may  appear  from  the  representations  of  schooled  advertisers, 
or  the  opinion  of  fair  customers,  to  the  contrary. 


CtTTAKEOUS  BlBUISHES. 

Eruptions,  cntaneons  enlargements,  chronic  inflammatory 
flnshes,  bordering  on  eryeipelatons  redness,  resisting  ordinary 
dlscutient  applications,  are  always  made  worse  by  snch  im- 
proper treatment  as  many  an   indiscreet   woman   volnntarily 


SM  IB*  WAin  or  wouor. 

bnpoiM  upon  henelf,  nndw  a  liopefal  erpeotatioa  of  »  tri- 

nmphant  sqogch  in  dispenmg  them. 

Women  relinqaish  their  idols  nlnetantl j ;  thenlbr^  the 
probability  of  convindng  them  by  argmnent^  or  eren  the  ine- 
■entation  of  fiusts,  -that  they  would  gain  vastly  mme  bv 
abandoning  the  external  application  of  waahea  and  powds^ 
which  they  have  been  aocutomed  to  regard  as  important 
a{^iendage8  of  their  toilet,  is  not  entertiuned. 

BOTTGUKO. 

^aJBts  have  been  found  with  female  munmiea  in  the  cata- 
combs of  Egypt,  wltb  females  of  an  extinct  raoe  in  South 
America,  and  even  in  the  superficial  graves  of  the  aborigines 
wherever  the  Indians  have  remded  on  this  continent. 

Boontifnl  snp^ies  of  coloring  materials  dog  i^  oooaaionallT 
with  the  crmnbling  remains  of  human  bodies,  moat  have  been 
oonadered  indispensable  adjuncts  to  female  beanty  by  those 
who  placed  them  there,  and  prove  die  immense  sntiqnity  of 
such  appliances.  Some  such  discoveries  antedate  the  Pen- 
tateuch, 

On  all  the  contineote,  but  especially  in  America,  revelations 
from  very  ancient  graves  testify  to  the  vanity  of  the  sex,  and 
prove,  moreover,  that  the  leading  elements  of  their  cliaracter 
have  always  been  the  same  in  every  country,  in  eveiy  age  and 
climate,  in  carrying  to  their  last  resting-place  materials  which 
were  contemplated  aa  necessaiy  in  eternity  as  while  Bogouming 
on  earth. 

Pearl-powder  ranks  well  with  ladies,  being  extensively  used 
by  them.  A  vague  notion  prevails  that  it  is  actually  pul- 
verized  pearl,  and  consequently  most  improve  the  skin  when 
rubbed  npon  it. 

Suck    ignorance,   however,  is    only    found    among   vary 
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superficial  fafliionables,  who  have  no  aeptrationa  beyond  mak- 
ing a  favorable  impression,  not  by  words,  but  through  the 
i  net  rum  en  tali  ty  of  art. 

It  may  be  distasteful  intelligence  to  aasoro  those  who  pay 
liberally  for  genuine  pearl-powder,  the  most  approved  samples 
are  nothing  more  nor  less  than  stardi.  Sucli  as  they  purchase 
for  tlieir  laundries  by  the  pound,  for  stiffening  garments,  is  jiist 
as  good  and  valuable  as  that  sold  in  quarter-ounce  packages  at 
several  dollars,  under  the  name  of  cosmetic  pearl-powder. 

To  be  appropriately  pearled  for  street  appearance,  it  is 
usually  dusted  on  eo  profusely,  as  to  give  the  sell^tsgfied 
adorable  a  very  mealy  look.  If  some  of  tliose  pearled  pi'o- 
menaders,  not  unfrequently  to  be  met  with,  were  to  dip  their 
faces  into  a  dish  of  flour,  who  would  be  competent  to  decide 
that  it  was  not  genuine  impalpable  pearl-powder  1 

To  put  it  on  plentifully,  especially  under  the  eyes,  round, 
the  margin  of  the  temples,  and  on  the  cheeks,  su^esta  the  idea 
to  a  spectator  tliat  there  may  be  too  much  of  a  good  thing. 

Even  were  it  true  that  the  application  of  refined  starch 
were  of  the  slightest  use  in  whitening  the  akin,  there  is  k 
reprehensible  proneness  to  run  into  extremes,  which  is  a  kind  cd 
abuse,  not  of  a  criminal  natnre. 


SCPEHIORITY  OF   WaTEK   A3   A    COSMETIC. 

The  experience  of  centuries  places  good,  wholesome  water 
at  the  head  of  all  cosmetics.  It  is  infinitely  superior  to  chem- 
ical compounds  of  druggists,  and  always  has  been.  No  com- 
plexions compare  with  those  of  young  mieees  who  have  had 
no  acquaintance  with  cosmetic*.  That  healthy  glow  whicli 
tints  the  country  girl's  cheeks,  who,  unsophisticated  and  hap- 
[uly  ignorant  of  the  mysteries  of  a  tashionable  toilette,  can 
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aeiflier  be  impiofed  by  axt,  nor  imltited    flDOQeaAdtf  I9 

soieiioo* 

Oit  being  transferred  to  ft  city,  ft  yoong  lady  fin*  bqgms  jte 
imitftte  thoee  whom  she  tnppofet  to  be  niperior  to  bencli 
From  that  dfty,  her  fiu»al  deterkHmtioii  eommenoea.  Ooneon* 
timted  food,  stronger  tea  and  ooffbe^  and  move  of  it  than  die 
had  been  aocnstcxned  to  at  her  nnal,  hqppy  home;  later  haan, 
nramcal  ezdtationB,  theatrical  qpeotedei,  new  ezhibitioiia  of 
the  folliee  and  frivolities  of  fashionable  fife,  stiwinlate  tlie  pak* 
sations  of  her  heart  The  brain  is  overtaxed,  and  with  H^j^mg 
and  phantoms,  when  day  is  turned  into  ni^t  and  niglit  ntta 
scenes  of  bewildering  enchantments,  the  rose  ia  no  loi^jier  aeen 
on  her  &ir  face.  She  becomes  dyspectic^  hectic^  yaUow,  and 
enfeebled. 

With  this  condition  come  physicians^  pills^  l»hia]a^  plsfliias 
tar  a  pain  in  the  side,  and  a  troableoome  ooogh. 

Pearl-powder  will  not  bring  back  the  bloom  of  health,  nor 
ronge,  q>read  thinly  with  consmnmate  skill  over  a  KlaTi|>]|Qt|^ 
sanken  feature,  recall  the  lost  complexion.  Hygeia  is  dis- 
oooraged,  and  takes  her  departure. 

Stbuotubb  of  the  Skik. 

The  entire  surface  of  the  body  is  pierced  by  an  infiiute 
number  of  minute  openings,  known  as  pores, — the  ex- 
ternal termination  of  extremely  fine  tubes,— or  sudorific  dnets 
through  which  we  perspbe. 

Their  inner  extremities  are  coiled  up  in  adipose  tiasoe 
below  the  skin.  Economy  in  packing,  while  being  protected 
in  a  soft  elastic  bed,  is  noticeable  in  that  beautiful  arrangement 
which  is  equally  observable  in  all  other  parts  of  the  system. 

Through  those  sweat-tubes,  aqueous  fluid  is  exhaled,  passing 
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from  within  to  the  Eurface  whore  it  escapes,  and  ie  iminediatelj 
lost  by  evaporation. 

When  the  ekin  is  apparently  dry,  the  escape  of  fluid  is  con- 
stantly going  on ;  but  it  is  not  seen.  That  ie  insensible  per- 
spiration. If,  however,  there  is  any  obstruction  of  the  orifices, 
BO  that  the  perspirable  fluid  caanot  make  its  exit,  then  there  is 
heat  and  fever. 

If  the  temperature  of  the  body  is  raised  several  degrees  in 
consequence  of  a  c^uick  circulation,  the  quantity  of  perspiration 
becomes  augmented.  Should  the  air  be  at  a  lower  teiuper- 
atore,  it  is  condensed  and  mns  down  in  streamlets.  That  is 
sweating. 

Habitual  applicaUoa  of  substances  which  clog  the  emuno- 
tories  of  the  skin,  and  thereby  prevent  the  escape  of  watery 
collections  gathered  in  the  sudorific  tubes,  must  of  course  be 
very  injurious. 


I 


Dbopst. 
One  form  of  dropsy  is  an  undue  collection  of  fluid  in  the 
cellular  tissue  below  the  skin.     If  the  free  escape  is  propor- 
tioned to  the  quantity  separated  from  the  blood,  then  the  equi- 
Hbrinm  of  health  is  maintained. 

On  the  contrary,  when  not  passing  oflT  regularly  as  &6t  as 
collected,  serum  occasionally  collects  in  the  abdomen,  the  chest, 
or  tlie  limbs,  which  constitutes  regional  dropsy. 

Cosmetics  of  every  kind  must  very  considerably  interfere 
with  a  free  exit  of  perspiration,  as  a  mechanical  obstruction. 
Were  the  entire  body  plastered  over  with  a  composition  which 
absolutely  prevented  the  outlet  and  evaporation  from  the  pores, 
absolutely  neceaaary  in  the  economy  of  a  living  being  consti- 
tuted like  Qursclres,  sad  consequences  would  immediately 
follow. 


■ 
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On  the  &oe,  where  ocMiiietioB  aie  mort  treefy  applied^  the 
pores  TDBj  be  rendered  quite  nselefis  if  not  destroyed  by  them. 
A  dryness,  roughnessi  ft  sickly  hue,  and  premfttare  wiinldeB  are 
the  penalty  of  snch  attempts  to  improve  upon  natue. 

Tampering  with  Hsalth. 

Legislation  ooold  not  effectually  stop  the  sale  of  quack  medi- 
cines. People,  not  by  any  means  the  most  intelligent^  will 
hare  them. 

This  is  a  glorious  land  of  liberty,  in  which  oTery  one  takes 
what  he  likes  under  the  name  of  remedies.  Availing  themaelyea 
of  a  national  weakness  in  that  direction,  ingenious  specnlatoiB 
accumulate  enormous  fortunes  by  the  sale  of  pills  and  other 
nostrums,  represented  to  meet  all  the  contingencies  of  life^ 
which  range  themselves  in  the  train  of  formidable  diseases. 

Oleafi^nous  compounds,  not  i9oap,  are  probably  worse  than 
liquids  of  a  stimulating  character  rubbed  on  the  skin,  because 

I  they  suddenly  close  up  the  pores.     The  other  generates  an  in- 

I  flammation  that  is  slower,  but  equally  detrimental. 

I  Washes,  which  are  announced  to  have  a  detergent  property, 

but  acting  upon  the  same  principle,  are  dangerous  applications. 

\  Simply  batliing  in  pure  water  is  a  thousand  times  superior 

to  the  most  costly  articles  for  giving  and  sustaining  that  sof^ 
delicate  complexion  which  indicates  health  and  vigor. 

A  better  idea  of  the  importance  of  these  sudorific  tubes  may- 
be formed  by  this  curious  anatomical  statement,  that  were  it 
possible  to  unite  them  all  in  one  pipe,  bj  joining  them  end  to 
end,  there  is  enough  of  them  on  the  surface  of  an  ordinary-sized 
woman,  some  have  supposed,  to  extend  two  miles  / 

Bemarkable  beauties  sometimes  appear  to  have  become  pre* 
maturely  old.    Faded  beauties  wilt  rapidly  when  they  begin  to 
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Bbow  the  Bcre  and  rellow  leaf.  Were  Bome  of  those  caeee  iu- 
vestigated  scieutiiicallj,  it  migLt  probably  be  ebown  that  tbej 
basteaed  an  eyent  tbey  dreaded,  by  tampering  wilb  tbeir  iine 
faces  with  jiiet  such  appliances  as  we  have  here  deprecated.  In 
their  anxiety  to  prevent  the  appearance  of  deterioration,  tbey 
produced  prematurely  that  wluch  they  intended  to  prevent. 

Removal  of  Blemishes. 


A  yellowish,  sallow-colored  ekiu,  which  cannot  be  driv^i 
away,  even  temporarily,  by  a  flush  of  surprise,  is  best  treated  by 
water,  which  acts  beneficially.  Children  born  of  painted  or 
enamelled  raotbere,  are  not  robust.  Even  their  mental  powers 
are  inferior.  They  are  life-long  snfferers  in  consequence  of 
maternal  folly. 

Fluids  taken  into  thestomach  percolate  to  some  extent  directly 
through  its  waits,  making  an  exit  by  exosmosis  on  the  snr&ce, 
after  having  traversed  through  various  intervening  tissues. 

It  is  by  that  dispositioa  of  a  portion  of  liquids  swallowed, 
the  parts  are  all  kept  soft,  supple,  and  in  a  condition  to  glide 
ea«ly  one  upon  another  without  friction. 

By  recollecting  that  the  sudorific  tubes  are  so  numerous 
that  live  hundred  of  them  exist  in  a  single  square  inch,  it  i8  no 
difficult  problem  to  explain  the  ready  transmission  of  the  fioid 
they  transmit  to  the  surface. 

Oa  the  back  of  the  hand  and  foot  there  are  one  thousand 
pores  to  a  square  incli.  On  the  sole  of  the  foot  and  palm  of  the 
hand  they  reach  the  ama^lDg  number  of  two  thousand  Beven 
hundred  in  a  square  inch. 

On  the  surface  of  tbe  whole  body  of  a  woman  of  ordinary 
Btatnre,  there  cannot  be  fewer  than  two  millionB  three  hundred 
thonsand  of  those  emonctories. 
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It  is  Bometliing  to  ponder  upon,  that  life,  bo  preciona  to  all, 
ia  dependent  upon  the  action  of  such  minato,  complicated 
apparatus. 

An  excuse  has  been  offered  for  covering  up  wrinkles  with 
paste,  called  medicated  enamel,  etc.,  that  it  is  a  privilege  to  re- 
pair old  bodies  ezternallj',  as  it  is  to  take  drugs  for  counteract- 
ing diseases, 

If  it  is  right  for  a  dilapidated  woman  to  take  tonics  for  im- 
proving her  pliysical  condition,  it  has  been  argued  that  it  is 
right  and  proper  to  attempt  improving  their  complexion,  by 
staining,  frescoing,  or  other  means,  according  to  her  standard 
of  taste, 

We  are  not  discnsaing  the  right  or  pri\-ilege  to  do  jnst  what 
a  woman  cliooses,  as  a  free  agent,  but  contend  that  the  woman 
who  does  it,  that  is,  paints  herself,  makes  an  egregious  mistake 
to  ber  personal  injury. 

Paints,  on  weather-beaten  boards,  are  to  prevent  the  absorp- 
tion of  moisture,  which  would  hasten  their  decay.  On  the 
living,  paints  prevent  the  escape  of  moisture,  a  function  that 
cannot  be  interrupted  with  impunity. 


SCEDPLES   AOALNST  AbT. 

Artificial  teeth  are  not  classed  with  coemetics,  as  interfering 
with  vital  processes,  because  they  do  not  in  any  respect.  On 
the  contrary,  they  are  important  anxiliaries  in  preparing  food 
for  ready  digestion. 

Formerly  it  was  considered  a  sin,  by  conscientious  persons, 
to  resort  to  appliances  of  art  for  securing  either  comfort  or  an 
improved  personal  appearance.  The  argument  resorted  to  was 
this,  viz. ;  When  any  part  or  portion  of  the  body  has  fallen  into 
decay,  it  is  evidently  the  pleasure  of  the  Being  who  crested  as, 
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that  we  should  thus  gradually  go  to  pieces,  and  it  is  wrong, 
therefore,  to  proceed  contrary  to  tlie  diviue  parpose. 

Iniluenced  by  such  consideratious,  dentists  were  violating  a 
great  law,  and  wooden-leg  makers,  wig-inakers,  and  even  oculista 
in  the  restoratioo  of  the  blind  to  perfect  vision,  are  guilty  of 
the  violation  of  a  law  equally  recognized  as  the  will  of  our 
Heavenly  Father. 

It  belong  to  the  history  of  the  dental  profession,  that  lees 
than  Beveoty  years  ago  many  toothlcse  ladies,  scarcely  able  to 
articulate  their  hostile  feelings  in  reference  to  the  wicked  de- 
vices of  evil-minded  men,  who  proposed  to  stud  their  toothlesa 
jaws  with  beautiful  artificial  teeth,  shrunk  back  with  horror  at 
the  idea  of  having  such  false  appliances. 

With  a  determination  not  to  sin  by  aasaming  to  be  what 
they  are  not,  physically,  artificial  arms,  glass  eyes,  india-rubber 
bosoms — so  very  common  at  this  particular  period — would  not 
be  accepted  by  some  conscienttous  people- 
Opinionated,  sectarian  refurmers,  who  are  satisfied  that  their 
own  narrow  views  are  the  expresa  will  of  our  Heavenly  Father, 
kick  against  the  pricks  of  advancing  intelligence,  but  their  ef- 
forts are  useless.  There  is  no  atatu  juo  in  nature,  nor  can  there 
be  in  hnmanity,  without  the  extinction  of  intellect,  and  a 
moral  death  of  society. 

Men  and  women,  with  the  light  of  modem  seieooe 
and  literature,  cannot  be  kept  in  awaddling-clotbea.  Those 
who  are  perpetually  mourning  over  the  good  old  times,  when 
they  were  young,  cannot  give  a  retrograde  motion  to 
the  earth  in  its  orbit,  nor  arrest  the  swelling  tide  of 
progreaa. 

There  is  another  silly  vice  to  which  fashionable  ladies  are 
prone,  that  at  least  should  be  exposed,  that  it  may  be  exten- 
^vely  condemned.    It  is  the  application  of  crude  pulverized 
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antimony  on  the  margins  of  their  eyelids,  and  even  spread  at 
the  base  of  the  under-lid,  giving  the  hollow  below  a  bluish  tint 
The  object  is  to  increase  the  brilliancy  of  their  otherwise  spark- 
ling optics. 

It  is  unacconntable  that  it  should  be  supposed  by  quite  sen- 
sible women,  that  a  bluish  shade  of  the  skin, — a  diffused  indigo 
shading  at  tliat  particular  section  of  the  face,— enhances  their 
good  looks.  No  grosser  mistake  ever  quickened  their  enthu- 
siasm. 

That  is  used  largely  by  Oriental  females — the  occupants  of 
harems,  particularly — ^for  the  same  purpose.  But  they  are 
semi-civilized,  without  souls,  according  to  a  popular  tradition 
of  ignorant  Mahometan  proprietors. 

Repetitions  of  antimony  or  kliol  make  the  eyes  irritable 
after  a  while.  They  cannot  bear  the  strong  light,  and  a  slow 
form  of  inflammation  attacks  the  lids. 

Their  custom  of  staining  their  nails,  palms  of  their  hands^ 
and  even  the  soles  of  their  feet,  with  henna,  shows  their  posi- 
tion in  the  scale  of  intelligence,  and  their  strict  adherence  to 
the  customs  of  their  equally  ignorant  ancestors. 

It  was  in  Palestine  this  relic  of  remote  ages — cosmetics — 
appears  to  have  been  extensively  employed.  Mrs.  Jezebel 
painted  her  face.  The  story  of  her  tragical  death,  by  being 
thrown  from  an  upper  story  window,  incidentally  brought  with 
it  the  curious  fact  that  she  painted  her  face. 

Applying  a  weak  solution  of  aconite  to  the  comer  of  the 
eye,  now  practised,  is  intended  to  enlarge  the  pupil,  and  en- 
hance the  brilliancy  of  those  organs.     A  dangerous  practice. 

There  is  too  much  that  is  unreal.  There  are  reasonable 
boundaries,  beyond  which  it  is  dangerous  to  proceed.  Such 
practices  as  interfere  with  the  higher  range  of  vital  functions, 
should  have  appropriate  consideration. 
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One  of  the  latest  modem  weaknesses  that  has  had  an  exten- 
eive  ran,  has  been  tlie  passion  for  blonde  hair.  To  meet  tho 
demand,  scientific  skill  has  provided  a  preparation  to  change 
cheBDnt,  black,  or  any  other  head  to  look  aa  thongh  it  were 
dyed  in  a  sulphur  bath. 

Mendicant  old  women  wander  through  the  narrow  streets 
of  Damascns  with  flowing  red  locks  streaming  in  the  wind  like 
bnnting  from  the  mainmast  of  a  ship.  It  is  the  coveted  color 
with  them.  Whether  they  are  disposed  t«  think  it  makes  thetn 
attractive,  we  have  no  means  of  knowing. 

There  is  no  composition,  however  skilfully  prepared,  that 
will  compare  with  pnre  cold  water  as  a  beautifier.  It  is  ft 
perfect  solvent  for  those  accomnlations  over  the  pores,  which 
are  chiefly  derived  from  dGsqnamations  of  the  scarfskin.  If  it 
does  not  readily  remove  them,  it  is  owing  to  some  mineral 
elements  held  in  it  that  ^ve  it  a  quality  called  hard.  Emolli- 
ent soaps  with  tepid  water  is  a  never-failing  success. 

Simple  warm-water  batlis,  without  the  addition  of  cologne, 
camphor,  whiskey,  rum,  white  wine,  etc.,  etc, — which  it  is  er- 
tremly  difHcult  to  persuade  fashionable  ladies  are  not  essen- 
tial,— or  of  the  eJightest  utility. 

Avoid  advertised  preparations,  however  much  extolled  ia 
certificates  from  irresponsible  sonrces.  They  are  deceptions. 
Water  is  plenty,  inodorous,  tastless,  colorless,  and  precisely 
meets  the  demands  of  our  nature  externally. 
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OHAFTEB  ZXXI. 
FniALi  Bdttoatiov. 

What  Eduwlkm  li  not— New  A^envM  for  Indiurtij  nmat  be  Opened  far 
Women— EscoMB  of  Vemile  Fopelitlon— TImj  have  been  Negleeled. 


TiTWRAwnM  me  burdened  with  eaaayB  <m  thiB  subject^  and 
there  is  room  for  more.  EYeryonewhohaBj^yeiiattentioiLtoil^ 
Beems  oppressed  with  new  theories  and  plan%  exoeedin^j'  im- 
portant  in  the  estimation  of  those  from  whom  thej  maw%mj%f^ 
Each  writer  oontempktes  his  own  proposition  aa  the  ooly 
fitting  method  for  elevating  woman  to  the  sphere  aha  waa 
designed  to  adorn. 

Men  who  never  had  the  honor  of  having  a  dau^ter^  ei^^ 
desiccated  gpinsters  who  will  never  be  mothers,  are  those  most 
disposed  to  contribute  copiously  to  the  literature  of  female 
education.  Neither  of  them  are  qualified  for  guides.  It  ia 
a  matter  of  profoxmd  interest  to  those  who  appreciate  the 
importance  of  educational  training,  to  determine  how  femalea 
should  be  taught  to  meet  the  ever- varying  phases  of  modem 
society. 

Education  does  not  mean  learning  to  read  and  write,  work- 
ing worsted  artistically,  or  playing  the  piano.  Nor  should  the 
mind  of  woman  be  regarded  of  such  small  value  as  to  be  pnt 
off  with  indifferent  instmction. 

Christian  civilization  should  righteously  recognize  her  aa 
|:|  man's  intellectual  equaL     A  question  yet  to  be  decided  is, 

whether  she  is  not  also  his  political  equal. 
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If  she  has  Dot  the  same  amoimt  of  muscular  Btreugth,  she 
has  the  same  number  of  mnscleB,  dieposed  of  in  the  aame 
wanner. 

Modern  thinkers  on  the  constitatioa  and  nuBeion  of  humaii- 
ity,  tacitly  admit  an  equality  of  the  sexes.  Tliat  old  adage, 
that  man  is  strong  and  woman  weak,  is  properly  questioned  of 
late.  A  woman's  imaginary  pictures  of  moral  worth,  virtue, 
and  hcauty,  are  better  drawn  than  those  by  men. 

In  language,  moBic,  and  tlie  fine  arts,  she  is  by  no  means 
inferior.  Her  mechanical  ingenuity  in  construction  is  not  nu- 
frequently  very  surpriBiug.  Tlie  constructive  faculty  of  woman 
is  far  aT)0ve  the  level  assigned  her.  Devices  displayed  in 
needlework,  pottery,  sculpture,  designs,  the  actual  manufacture 
of  metallic  pens,  jewelrj-,  timepieces,  and  the  pecnliar  finish 
given  to  watches,— the  product  of  their  own  hands  in  this 
country, — confirm  an  opinion  long  entertained,  tliat  they  are 
unequalled  mechanics,  when  systematically  insfrnctcd,  as  men 
are  taught  a  handicraft. 

A  needle  ia  a  tool.  If  they  can  direct  that  adroitly,  as  it  is 
admitted  they  do,  they  might,  with  equal  facility,  vary  their 
pursuits,  and  use  other  instruments  just  as  readily.  In  watch- 
making, particularly,  proprietors  of  great  estalilishments  ac- 
knowledge their  unrivalled  skill  and  delicacy  of  touch- 
Therefore,  it  must  be  admitted  women  can  do  with  their 
fingers  whatever  men  accomplish.  Custom,  more  arbitrarj'  than 
laws,  has  placed  them  where  they  are  not  required  to  engage  in 
many  rongh  employments,  ordinarily  considered  within  the 
province  of  men,  simply  because  the  dress  of  the  latter  gives 
them  greater  freedom  of  motion,  favorable  for  a  free,  energetic, 
and  speedy  exercise  of  their  limbs. 
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There  are  trades  and  pursuits  which  women  are  abnndaiiily 
able  to  oondnct  with  advantage  to  themselves  and  sociely;  and 
their  education,  therefore,  should  have  that  practioal  direction 
which  will  qualify  them  to  engage  in  honorable,  remunerative 
eflEorts.  In-door  industries,  commonly  assigned  to  f ema|e% 
rarefy  bring  them  compensation  enough  for  purchasing  deoent 
clothing.  They  are  certainly  entitled  to  something  beyond  the 
demands  of  immediate  necessity.  An  opportunity  to  aoqime 
more  than  is  needed  for  the  present,  in  reference  to  the  fntmEe^ 
should  not  be  denied  them. 

Such  is  the  extraordinary  activity  of  the  human  mind  at  ihia 
particular  juncture,  there  is  scarcely  a  branch  of  mechanical 
bumness,  however  humble,  that  is  not  facilitated  and  made 
easier  through  the  inventive  genius  of  man.  Machines  make 
shoe-lasts,  shoes,  boots,  ox-yokes,  rakes,  wheels,  gun-stocks, 
mowers,  reapers,  ropes,  cordage,  carpets,  cloth,  hats :  and,  in 
short,  what  is  there  needed  in  the  daily  affairs  of  life  not  made 
by  automatic  machinery  ?  Certainly  spinning,  weaving,  card- 
ing, reeling,  sewing,  knitting,  and  hundreds  of  other  similar 
operations  are  wholly  accomplished  by  machines  propelled  by 
jj  water,  steam,  or  electricity,  as  though  animated  by  an  intelli- 

\'  gent  spirit  within.    Cannon  cast  solidly  are  bored  of  any 

determined  calibre,  without  personal  attention,  when  once  the 
drill  is  set  in  motion. 

Even  pictures  are  copied  by  machinery,  and  news  is  sent 
round  the  globe  in  a  few  minutes,  so  that  everything  bears  testi- 
mony to  the  resources  of  genius  in  the  production  of  many 
modes  of  doing  what  was  formerly  the  product  of  human 
hands. 

One  machine  performs  the  work  of  hundreds  of  operatives, 
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and  jet  notliing  ie  cheapened,  as  might  reasonably  be  expected 
with  the  facilities  of  this  over-fast  age. 

Wheti  boots  and  slioes,  stockings,  cloths,  liats,  coats,  dreesee, 
etc.,  were  slowly  lahrieated  by  band-lalmr,  they  were  fiir 
cheaper  than  at  present. 

How  can  it  be  explained  1 

A  machine  moved  by  steam-power  will  now  turn  oat  three 
hundred  pairs  of  ladies'  boots  in  one  day,  and  yet  tbey  actually 
cost  more  than  when  a  good  workman  could  scarcely  make  two 
pairs  in  a  day,  using  his  greatest  diligence. 

There  seems  scarcely  a  limit  to  what  is  possible,  when  men 
of  genius  interrogate  nature. 

Therefore,  there  is  a  necessity  for  opening  new  avenues  for 
female  enterprise.  The  spheres  they  have  occupied  from  a  re- 
mote antiquity  are  closed  to  them,  in  the  way  of  industry,  by 
inventions  which  wholly  supersede  them. 

Women  must  have  bread  and  breathing-room,  even  if  the 
population  can  be  served  better  and  more  rapidly  than  formerly 
by  tlieir  busy  fingers. 

Armies,  navies,  and  the  mercantile  marine  take  away  vast 
nnni1>ers  of  men.  Women  remain  at  home,  and  hence  they 
outnumber  very  largely  the  males  in  cities  and  in  the  old  States  of 
the  Union.  Their  prospect  ia  discouraging  for  sustaining  them- 
selves,  unless  society  accords  to  them  the  right  t^  engage  in  pur- 
Biiits  which  were  once  considered  exclusively  belonging  to  men- 
There  are  more  women  than  men  iu  many  of  the  Europeau 
states  and  kingdoms,  and  it  is  eo  also  in  extensive  countries  of 
Asia  and  Afiica. 

This  excess  of  female  population  is  due  entirely  to  the  evil 
propensities  of  men :  their  love  for  roaming  excitement,  a  bel- 
ligerent disposition,  and  the  exactions  of  despotic  rolers  who 
control  their  destiny  iu  many  countries. 
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Most  cities  on  the  ooMt  Knee  of  the  TJnitod  States  luiTe  «i 
ezoesB  of  femaloB  bj  &r  ontnnmberiDg  the  male  popiihtioB. 
Sea-flemoe,  the  needs  of  new  lands  for  agrieoltnnd  labciren  fkr 
hack  in  the  interior ;  mining  operatians  now  eztenriTely  ear> 
Tied  on  in  the  great  mining  r^ons  of  the  Weat^  ^^uge  mea  to 
kave  their  native  places  to  better  their  circiimstancbfl^  while 
their  wives  and  eisters  and  daaghtera  remain  at  home. 

Women  cannot  submit  to  the  hardships,  privations,  *  and 
demoralising  tendencies  of  many  pnrsaits  which  cfaaracterne 
those  ikroff  enterprises.  There  is  a  mdeness  of  manner,  and  a 
disregard  for  conventional  forms  which  belong  to  cnlti^nated 
Bodetj.  Civilization  accords  to  women  the  expeotaticm  of  beiiw 
treated  as  beings  holding  a  balance  of  power  in  thoae  social 
relations  which  secure  propriety  and  refinement ;  and  all,  in  fiust, 
which  is  good,  noble,  and  morally  elevated  in  any  oommuiilT, 
forbids  they  should  be  exposed  to  the  roughness,  mdenesB^  mi^ 
hardships  of  gold-di^ng  researches. 

La.w  of  Equalization. 

An  equalization  of  the  sexes  is  maintained  with  peculiar 
regularity  in  the  animal  kingdom.  Where  there  is  an  apparent 
excess  of  one  or  the  other,  it  is  due  to  local  causes ;  but  it  in  no 
way  effects  a  law  which  secnres  results  most  beneficial  to  the 
perpetuity  of  a  species.  There  is  neither  failure  in  the  law  of 
reproduction  to  meet  losses,  nor  the  least  danger  of  extinction, 
unless  a  ruthless  war  of  extermination  is  waged  by  man,  in  the 
hunting  of  beaver,  buffaloes,  and  whales. 

When  males  are  too  numerous,  they  fight  among  themselves, 
and  slaughter  one  another  till  a  proper  proportion  in  reference 
to  the  females  is  established.  If  females  are  in  excess,  there  is 
a  law  of  adjustment  inmiediately  bronght  into  operation  which 
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reduces  them  grudnally  ■withont  prodadng  riolent  commotion 
or  perceptible  distnrbance. 

Again,  it  is  equally  curious  to  observe  that  when  there  are 
too  mnuy  inhabitants  in  a  ^ven  area,  among  wild  animals  or 
even  aquatic  beings,  so  that  the  products  of  the  soil  or  s  feed- 
ing region  of  the  eea  are  inadequate  to  tlieir  healthy  snpport, 
disease  comes  in  the  character  of  an  equalizing  agent.  Thus 
epidemics  and  plagnee  in  over-stocked  cities  invariably  subside 
at  a  point  that  saves  a  remnant,  since  extinction  is  not  contem- 
plated in  a  law  wliich  tlie  philosopher  recognizes  as  a  means  of 
securing  a  connecting  link  in  a  long  chain  of  existence,  tlie  loss 
of  wliicli  might  lead  to  conditions  and  revolutions  quite  beyond 
our  comprehension. 

Alarms  are  occasionally  sounded  in  rillage  lecture-rooms, 
that  women  so  much  outnumber  men  in  the  New  England 
States, — being  regarded  as  non-producers  in  an  agricultural 
sense, — tliat  something  must  be  done  to  meet  the  eme;^ency. 

It  is  not  alleged  they  are  idle,  or  in  any  respect  a  bnrtlen  to 
the  community.  They  consume  food,  to  be  sure,  and  it  is 
equally  true  they  neither  plough,  chop  wood,  or  labor  in  the 
field,  nor  shonld  tbey  do  either. 


WOVBX  ARE   OSDKRLT. 


There  is  not  the  sUglitest  ground  for  alarm,  becanse  women 
never  band  together  for  political  agitation ;  they  never  pre- 
pare revolutions,  nor  is  social  order  outraged  by  them,  bowerer 
erratic  a  few  peculiar  individuals  may  appear  in  vain  attempts 
and  ejthibitions  not  in  accordance  with  their  nature. 

Women  neither  infest  bar-rooms,  loiter  away  the  day  in 
Baloooa,  lager-beer  vaults,  or  march  through  town  in  hostile 
bands,  destroying  printing-offices,  or  combine  in  eqnads  for  rob- 
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bing  railroad  trains.  Neither  do  they  BtufE  ballot-boxes,  nor 
break  open  prisons  for  the  liberation  of  thieves  or  accomplices 
in  wickedness. 

They  are  not  proper  persons  for  ninning  up  and  down  the 
rigging  of  a  vessel.  They  could  not  conveniently  glide  to  the 
extremity  of  a  yard-arm  and  take  in  sail  in  a  gale  of  wind. 
Their  organization  unfits  them  for  balancing  themselves  on  a 
spar  while  their  hands  were  belaying  the  wings  of  a  scndding 
ship.  They  could  not  swing  an  axe  in  felling  forests,  drilling 
rocks  in  excavating  canals,  because  the  management  of  the  in- 
struments used  in  such  labors  would  interfere  with  the  health 
of  organs  essential  to  maternity. 

What  They  can  Do. 

But  they  possess  all  the  requisite  physical  and  intellectual 
qualifications  for  managing  mercantile  business,  and  for  sus- 
taining themselves  with  dignity  and  success  as  teachers,  from  a 
common  school  to  chairs  in  universities. 

Wherever  intelligence,  diligence,  accuracy,  and  honesty  are 
in  estimation  as  pre-requisites  for  positions,  women  are  prepared 
for  tliem. 

They  have  not  been  taken  into  favor  in  the  past,  in  such  re- 
lations,  because  the  necessity  for  it  did  not  apparently  exist  as 
it  now  does.  One  sewing  machine  is  equal  to  one  hundred 
hand-sewers.  Yet  while  they  kept  all  people  clothed  by  their 
needle  industry,  their  wages  were  shamefully  imder\''alued. 

While  their  hardy,  bold,  adventurous  fathers,  brothers, 
and  husbands  are  wending  their  way  to  distant  regions  In 
search  of  localities  in  which  their  prospects  would  be  more  satis- 
factory, their  daughters  and  wives  remain  where  they  were,  it 
being  neither  proper  nor  always  convenient  to  go  with  them  to 
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border  scttlomeute  before  some  preparation  is  made  for  their 
reception. 

Women,  even  in  nominally  ClirifitiaD  coiintriee,  have  been 
BO  long  excluded  and  neglected,  and,  woree  still,  taught  to  be- 
lieve it  was  wrong  to  be  seen  or  heard  outside  the  house,  it  has 
become  a  prevalent  opinion  among  ignoramuses  tliey  ought  to 
remain  there,  even  if  left  in  ignorance  and  povertj. 

Wbile  the  idea  is  nursed  that  it  is  improper  for  women  to 
be  exposed  to  sunshine,  because  it  might  bronze  their  complex- 
ion ;  or  exposed  to  out-door  air,  they  might  take  cold  ;  or  seen 
where  men  congregate  to  buy,  sell,  and  get  gain,  inalienable 
riglits  are  denied  them, — they  are  wronged. 

"What  is  the  duty  of  society,  now  that  compelition  in  all  de- 
partments of  business  makes  them  far  more  dependent  than 
formerly, — especially  since  they  outnumber  the  male  popula- 
tion in  tlie  great  centres  of  human  activity ) 

Leoiblahom'  fob  Axelioratimo  their  Conditioh. 

Legislation  in  their  behalf  practically  amounts  to  nothing. 
Acts  defining  their  hours  of  labor  in  factories  or  milliners' 
ehops,  are  farces.  It  is  about  the  same  in  respect  to  the  school- 
ing of  young  girls  employed  in  manufacturing  establisbmenls. 

Tbey  should  have  both  protection  and  assistance.  The  lut- 
.   tcr  18  the  nrgcnt  demand. 

Ladies  of  fortnne,  and  indeed  those  who  are  amply  provided 
for  tlirough  an  affectionate  forecast  of  provident  fathers,  mo- 
thers, and  relatives,  cannot  comprehend  or  understand  the 
cry  that  reaches  to  heaven  for  millions  of  poor,  heart-aching, 
penniless  women;  nor  do  those  whose  beauty  baa  won  for 
them  privileges,  comforts,  and  influence  which  wealth  com- 
mands, sympatbize  euSiciently  witli  the  less  fortunate  of  their 
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MX  who  are  appaiently  bom  to  m  haploM  deattaj.  Umbo  wko 
are  floating  on  a  tommer  lea  of  |mjapority  aie  oipeoiaDf  b»> 
•ought  to  liBten  to  a  plea  for  help  ftom  aa  npja  tiMml»  nei^eebed 
riaterhood. 

There  are  not  agricaltnrista  enough  in  tliia  eoimiiiy;  and, 
eonaeqnendy,  with  an  abnndance  of  the  beat  and  moot  pradno* 
tive  knd  on  the  globe,  all  the  neoeMariea  of  life  mre  taoaemtwAj 
dear.  The  aapply  la  not  eqnal  to  the  dflmand,  Weatam 
grain-growing  prairiea  m%^t  f aniflh  the  woild,  irare  tlwj  d 
tiUed. 

Mur  OUT  Of  ThkOE. 

« 

Thousands  of  pony,  pale-fwsed,  feminine^  ttdldj/  poorlj-da- 
veloped  young  men,  defective  in  mnacnlar  energy,  eniovdi  in 
nomber  for  a  great  army,  even  were  half  of  them  nuarterad  in 
a  body,  abound  in  cities,  who  would  have  the  etreng^  mmI 
character  of  men  if  they  were  cultivating  land  instead  of  meas- 
uring tape  with  a  yard-stick. 

Tliey  are  wasting  the  best  years  of  life,  deteriorating'  bodily 
and  mentally  in  counting-houses,  banks,  insurance  offices, 
confined  retail  shops,  telegraph  stations,  etc.,  who  ought  to  be 
infinitely  more  useful  were  they  transferred  to  the  open  jSelds, 
devoted  to  agriculture. 

They  should  yield  their  places  at  desks  and  behind  eountera 
to  women,  qualified  to  do  all  they  do,  who  are  suffering  for 
employments  for  which  they  are  abundantly  qualified. 

A  social  revolution  is  required  to  purify  the  corrupt  atmo- 
sphere of  cities,  by  driving  out  worthless,  dissipated  yomig 
men,  and  giving- their  places  to  worthy  young  women.  Sow 
many  delicate  stomachs  are  scantily  supplied,  and  lungs  de- 
stroyed for  want  of  wholesome  air  to  breathe,  boxed  up  in 
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lofte  and  Btifled  apartiueats,  who  would  be  excellent  clerks  and 
accountants.  Let  some  pliilantliropist  set*  the  example  of 
patronizing  honest  femalea  instead  of  fast  moral  nuisances. 

If  those  punj',  sallow,  spindle-legged  exqiiiaitee,  whose 
greatest  achievement  is  raising  a  moustache,  were  to  change 
the  society  of  inkstands  for  broad  acres  in  the  AVeet,  they 
would  expand  as  much  in  mind  as  body,  and,  perhaps,  lay  a 
foundation  for  comfort,  independence,  and  longevity,  which 
are  not  within  their  grasp  in  the  coufiaed  circumstances  to 
which  their  vocation  limits  them,  especially  when  they  riot  in 
dissipations. 

Those  feeble,  sickly,  neglected  girls,  in  pestiferous  lanes, 
narrow,  dark  streets,  sunless  houses,  upstairs  in  sombre  rooms, 
or  cellar,  should  be  assisted  as  they  might  be,  and  instructed 
to  command  better  compensation  for  their  services. 

"Were  loud-mouthed  philauthropiete  more  familiar  with  tlie 
painful  condition  of  thousands  of  young  women  who  might  be 
elevated  and  directed  in  useful,  remimerative  pursuits,  bj 
half  the  attention  bestowed  upon  institutions  wliich  do  far 
more  for  those  who  have  immediate  charge  of  them  than  for 
their  inmates,  heaven  would  bless  their  efforts. 


How  TO  Proceed. 


First,  qualify  those  neglected  girla  by  sending  them  to  com- 
mercial schools  to  learn  bookkeeping;  have  them  taught  tele- 
graphy, how  to  conduct  business  in  life-insurance  offices,  to  be 
tellers  in  banks,  accountants,  designers,  engravers,  teachers  of 
languages,  musical  instructors,  have  them  taught  the  science  of 
Burveying;  and,  finally,  qualify  them  for  positions  always  pre- 
senting, where  they  could  do  all  that  young  men  do  in  such 
relatione  as  are  indicated  in  this  general  scheme  for  usefulness, 
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and  eren  many  more  tint  might  be  puiieiiluised  in  thii 
ndioellADecnu  groaping  of  iadiutiies. 

Yonng  girls,  thns  qiulified,  vonld  Bnetun  themBelves  widi 
Junior.  And  it  will  Iw  conceded,  they  are  far  leaa  predispoaed 
to  dflterifffatiag  vices  dun  yonng  men. 

^ey  neither  smoke,  drink,  nor  gamble,  viat  race-oomsB^ 
otguaze  boat-dnbe,  caroose  throngb  the  nlgh^  or  efogtga 
in  any  of  those  disBipations  which  lead  to  deceptions,  breaoli 
of  confidence,  or  ezpoM  them  to  the  attacks  of  knavea  or 
tliieree 

Defalcations,  absconding  with  fnnds  of  a  patron,  embenle- 
ment  of  money  in  their  care,  forging  notes,  falsifying  cheoka^ 
etc.,  wonld  not  occnr,  as  they  now  do,  were  yoong  wtunen 
|daced  where  th^  should  be  introdooed.  Their  instincts  and 
tendenoes,  even  with  no  moral  training,  are  always  soperior  to 
mem  of  the  same  sodal  grade.  Th^  are  natorally  viztnou, 
honest,  ^d  mncere. 

Wherever  a  pen  is  in  reqnisition,  careful  reckoning,  exact 
computation,  or  an  orderly  attendance  is  an  element  of  im- 
portance, a  well-instructed  woman  is  always  equal,  and  in  many 
trying  circumstances,  even  snperior  to  a  man. 

It  would  be  a  splendid  recognition  of  female  ability  to  sna- 
tain  responsible  positions,  were  trustees  of  estates,  directors, 
and  other  gorermng  spirits  in  moneyed  institutions,  to  exchange 
jflatoouB  of  burly,  rough,  unpolished,  uncivil,  bewhiskered 
clerks,  whose  thoughts  are  more  on  whiskey  and  tobacco  than 
on  the  interest  of  their  employers,  for  an  equal  number  of 
quiet,  delicate,  modest,  neatly  attired  young  women.  They  are 
much  more  deserving  than  any  one  imagines,  who  simply  feels  a 
woman  is  a  sort  of  a  fifth  wheel  of  a  coach,  only  to  be  cared  for 
when  it  is  impossible  to  do  without  her. 

They  wonld  be  less  expensive  as  clerks,  and,  as  experimoe 
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would  prove,  perfectly  reliable.  Let  those  who  are  stockholders, 
and,  indeed,  any  and  all  who  would  encourage  the  deserving, 
make  the  experiment.  Their  cash  would  be  in  safe  keeping 
instead  of  being  squandered  in  stock-Jobbing  Bpeculatione — so 
frequently  practised  by  men  anxious  to  turn  anotlier's  penny  in 
haate  to  be  rich. 

COMPBNBATIOS. 

Women  should  be  paid  for  what  they  do  as  mach  as  is  given 
to  men  for  the  same  service.  If  they  accomplish  just  as  much 
in  a  given  time,  and  as  satisfactorily  as  a  being  in  pantaloons, 
why  should  they  not  have  the  same  compensation  ? 

It  is  disgraceful  meanness  for  an  employer  to  pay  only  one 
dollar  to  a  woman,  hecauae  she  is  a  woman,  for  work  in  a 
printing-office,  for  example,  for  which  a  man  gets  three  or  four 
for  precisely  the  same  labor,  just  because  he  belongs  to  the 
masculine  gender. 

A  lame  excuse  for  sucli  unjust  recompense  is,  that  the 
clothing  of  females  is  lesa  expensive  than  male  garments, — 
and  further,  custom  sanctions  the  scale  of  prices  for  labor.  But 
both  are  frivolous  and  absurd  apologies  for  doing  unjustly. 

Whether  their  clothing  costs  less  or  more,  is  nothing  to  the 
point.  They  are  justly  entitled  to  what  they  earn.  Their 
stomaclis  are  as  keen  for  a  beefsteak  ae  their  competitors'  in 
full  beards,  who  squander  more  in  one  evening  at  a  bar-room 
than  a  female  compositor  could  cam  in  a  week  at  the  present 
rate  of  compensation. 

The  chart  of  female  employments  has  been  under  considera- 
tion for  years.  Excellent  speeches  have  also  been  made,  bean- 
tiful  expressions  have  gone  forth,  redounding  more  to  the  praise 
of  those  that  uttered  them,  than  to  the  profit  of  those  in  whose 
behalf  they  were  sent  abroad.  The  poor,  hard-working,  poorly- 
24* 


r 


,1 


37g  THE  WATS  OF  WOlODBf. 

paid  girls  have  no  more  padding  than   when  nobody   cared 
whether  they  lived  in  wretchedness,  or  died  in  a  hoveL 

Political  equality  and  political  suffrage  for  women,  per- 
petually discussed  topics  with  those  who  make  capital  for  them- 
selves,  imder  a  pretence  of  being  oppressed  by  the  wrongs  of 
women,  have  not  yet  bettered  the  condition  of  the  class  for 
whom  their  sound,  but  not  their  substance,  lias  been  given. 

Political  hypocrites  and  professional  philanthropists  are 
leeches,  subsisting  on  what  they  get  out  of  the  people  by  excit- 
ing their  sympathy. 

After  ages  may  regulate  conflicting  claims,  and  settle  diffi- 
cult problems  in  regard  to  labor,  but  it  will  be  a  long  while 
before  the  poor  will  be  made  happy  by  philanthropic  resolu- 
tions at  anniversary  meetings,  where  there  are  vice-presidents 
enough  to  freight  a  steamboat,  but  no  substantial  assistance  for 
the  ostensible  objects  of  their  overflowing  benevolence  of  words. 

We  are  contemplating  the  present  period ;  but  when  the  cry 
of  the  oppressed  goes  up  to  the  court  of  Heaven,  where  records 
are  truly  kept,  tlie  claims  of  that  large  class,  whose  misfortunes 
are  the  text  in  this  sermon,  will  be  adjudicated,  and  their 
wrongs  righted. 

No  objections  are  entertained  against  any  system  of  instruc- 
tion which  enlarges  the  domain  of  female  knowledge,  or  that 
qualifies  them  to  act  in  any  capacity  in  which  men  ought  not  to 
act,  while  there  is  an  excess  of  female  population. 

Parents  are  bound  to  pursue  a  course,  in  the  education  of 
daughters,  that  promises  best  for  their  success  in  honorable 
industry. 

What  Parents  should  Do. 

There  is  neither  radicalism  nor  sectarianism  in  this.  WTien 
fathers  and  mothers  cannot  lay  aside  property  for  their  children. 
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in  this  land  of  free  scliools,  they  can  qualify  tliem  to  provide  for 
themselveB, 

Qloomy  pictnrcs  might  be  drawn,  illufitrative  of  the  degra- 
dation of  women  in  over-crowded  cities,  and  the  viciona  lives 
Bome  are  forced  to  lead,  or  die  of  etarvation,  from  which  they 
would  joyfully  escape  if  they  could.  Life  or  death  are  solemn 
sonnds  to  a  shrinking,  timid  girl,  fashioned  in  the  form  of  on 
aagel,  famished  in  the  sight  of  plenty  of  which  she  caano'  taste. 

Police  courts,  jaila,  penitentiaric8>  and  reformatories  preaent 
Bickening  etatistica  of  perverted  powers,  and  wret'ks  of  beauty 
in  Bloughs  of  despondency,  that  could  have  been  saved  to  adorn 
society,  had  they  been  cared  for  by  those  who,  from  their  posi- 
tion, might  and  should  have  taken  them  by  the  hand.  But  it 
is  too  much  of  a  s.icnfice  for  some  exceedingly  good  persons  to 
step  out  of  their  way  to  save  a  saint. 

Books  need  not  be  consulted,  bloody  tragedies  cited,  pep- 
Bonal  narrationa,  or  j>ainful  scenes  of  misery  sought,  to  strengtbea 
the  appeal  we  are  making. 

In  pagan  and  Mohammedan  countries  women  have  no  sncli 
nnhftppiucBs  as  is  admitted  to  bo  common  in  Christian  lands. 
They  have  homes  in  harems  which  are  sacred,  under  the  protec- 
tion of  brutes  in  the  form  of  men  ;  but  tbey  are  never  outcasts 
on  the  street,  seeking  like  starved  beasts  of  prey  whom  they 
may  devour. 

We  speak  of  them  as  pitiable  objects,  ignorant  of  their 
rights  OS  human  beings  to  equal  privileges,  and  tlie  same  social 
status,  exclusively  in  the  possession  of  their  proprietors,  for  tbey 
are  contemplated  as  property. 

With  such  degradation,  however,  there  are  no  brothels, — 
none  of  that  wickedness  which  is  a  reproach  to  civilization,  and 
a  curse  where  women  are  denied  those  rights  which  flow  from 
foontaiB*  of  juaUot. 
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We  beg  to  nrge  upon  tLose  who  may  begin  to  reflect  anew 
upon  this  subject,  to  assist  according  to  their  pecuniary  ability 
in  qualifying  intelligent  young  women  for  something  that  will 
bring  them  a  proper  and  just  reward  for  their  industry,  more 
than  what  they  can  earn  with  a  needle. 

Give  them  opportunities  for  acquiring  French,  German, 
Spanish,  and  other  languages,  and  assist  them  to  positions  in 
telegraph  stations,  where  they  could  make  those  languages  of 
the  first  importance  for  business  correspondence.  They  ought 
to  be,  and  it  is  believed  tliey  would  prove  the  best,  most  accur- 
ate, and  always  punctual  operators. 

Boston,  Portland,  Hartford,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Bal- 
timore, Washington,  Cincinnati,  St.  Louis,  New  Orleans,  etc., 
etc.,  would  give  ample  employment  for  tlionsande  of  such 
accomplished  telegraphers  as  they  might  be,  if  public  sentiment 
were  enlisted  in  their  favor. 

By  opening  such  avenues  as  have  thus  farbeen  closed  to 
them,  and  by  it,  virtually  compelling  young  men  to  enter  upon 
more  appropriate  pursuits  than  weighing  out  tea  by  the  pound, 
or  selling  pins  and  needles,  a  gratifying  change  would  come 
over  tlie  land.     Bread  would  be  cheaper. 

We  are  hoping  that  phonography,  telegraphy,  drawing, 
designing,  engraving,  and  many  other  useful  arts,  may  be 
taught  in  all  well-conducted  country  schools,  expressly  for 
qualifying  girls  in  those  remunerative  branches  of  industry. 

Give  yoimg  women  who  may  be  dependent  on  their  per- 
Bonal  efforts,  a  knowledge  of  the  art  or  science  for  which  they 
have  a  decided  preference.  If  philanthropists  will  give  their 
BUpport  in  that  direction,  health,  happiness,  and  independence 
will  crown  their  efforts. 
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CBpBcitf  /or  Certain  PiirBoits — Wute  of  Life — PaitSga  DIalecU— We  kre 
Called  a  Oue-tongncd  People — How  to  Acquire  a  Language — Doga 
licam  tbe  Mpnning  of  Worda — Curiooa  FaeU — QaalificatlaQfl  for  Tele- 
grapliing. 

There  are  persons  who  have  a  facnlty  for  making  more 
rapid  progress  than  others  in  maetering  a  new  langnage.  It  is 
familiar  to  those  wholly  ignorant  of  the  science  of  phrenology, 
that  there  is  a  singular  diiference  among  persons  of  the  same 
Age,  position,  and  opportunities,  in  acquiring  specific  or  general 
knowledge. 

It  would  be  ridicoloua  to  assert  that  one  hoy  may  become 
jnst  as  expert  as  another  in  iignres  or  some  kind  of  handicraft, 
nnder  precisely  the  same  instruction.  One  will  learn  Latin  or 
French  rapidly,  which  his  companion  at  the  same  desk,  with  the 
same  facilities,  cannot  acquire  so  readily  nnder  precisely  the 
eame  training. 

Some  have  an  intuitive  perception,  where  others,  of  equal 
intelligence,  cannot  make  satisfactory  progress. 

There  are  natural  mathematicians,  as  there  arc,  also,  aatnral 
lingnista.  Memory  is  differently  manifested,  since  some 
persona  remember  certain  things  better  than  others.  One 
cannot  recall  names  of  places  or  men,  yet  there  is  a  distinct  re- 
collection of  faces  and  pecnliarities  of  each. 

By  this  cmious  difference  in  the  arraDgement  of  cerebral 
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matter,  there  is  a  man  and  woman  preciflely  fitted  for  every 

imaginable  place. 

That  peculiarity  is  acknowledged  at  the  temple-ddor  of 
philosophy.  Tims  every  shade  of  mental  development  is  recog- 
nized, and,  as  no  two  are  alike,  there  is  a  brain  to  meet  eveiy 
condition  and  all  circnmstances  in  the  management  of  a 
world. 

There  is  an  nnqnestionable  difference  in  the  stractnre  of 
human  brains.  Though  apparently  alike  in  their  general  con- 
figuration, in  the  materials  of  which  they  are  formed,  and  in 
the  manner,  too,  of  circulating  the  blood  through  the  mass,  the 
arrangement  of  the  atoms  of  which  the  cerebrum  is  constructed, 
is  infinitely  varied. 

Different  races  of  men  differ  essentially  in  mental  force. 
Size,  of  course,  has  to  be  considered  in  a  search  for  a  reason  why 
one  brain  is  more  powerful  in  resources  than  another.  There 
are  walking  polyglots,  but  far  more  are  incapable  of  speaking 
their  mother  tongue  grammatically. 

If  certain  convolutions  of  the  brain  are  more  prominent  than 
others,  according  to  the  teachings  of  those  who  know  nothing 
about  the  sul^ject,  they  are  charged  with  force  corresponding  to 
their  development.  About  thirty  protuberances  are  marked  on 
charts,  which  the  disciples  of  Gall  and  Spurzheim  recognized  as 
locations  of  distinct  faculties. 

If  a  ganglionic  elevation  happens  to  be  the  organ  of  lan- 
guage, and  has  been  better  nourished,  or  rather  more  frequently 
excited  than  its  neighbors,  it  will  give  evidence  of  its  superior- 
ity ;  while  twenty-nine  are  feeble  or  embryotic. 

We  need  not  consult  authors  to  facilitate  progress  in  acquir- 
ing a  new  language.  Men,  women,  and  children  are  constantly 
met  who  have  the  faculty  of  articulating  many  languages  flu- 
ently, who  can  neither  read  nor  write.     It  is  curious  that  re- 
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markable  lin^stic  scholars  rarely  contrilmte  innch  toUbefand 
of  general  literature. 

Certain  conditions  are  tboaght  to  be  essential  in  learning  to 
speak  a  new  language ;  but  experience  and  observation  show, 
very  poeitively,  that  under  even  unfavorable  circumstances,  as 
they  would  be  estimated  by  scbolare,  little  children  on  the 
frontiers  of  Germany,  France,  Poland,  Russia,  Italy,  etc.,  where 
there  is  a  meeting,  as  it  were,  ot  strange  tongues,  are  perfectly 
fluent  in  four,  five,  and  even  in  six  modem  languages,  yet 
wholly  unable  to  read  or  write  cither  of  them. 

There  is  no  marvel  iu  all  this.  They  are  so  located  that 
they  cannot  avoid  having  their  ears  sainted  quite  ae  frequently 
with  foreign  words  ae  their  own,  Keithcr  effort,  study,  ex- 
ercises, or  recitations,  are  ever  brought  to  their  assistance. 

Education  of  the  Ear. 


The  ear  is  an  avenue  through  which  linguistic  development 
is  accomplished,  and  not  by  the  study  of  books,  or  recitations  of 
authorized  lessona  of  grammarians. 

Snch  is  the  commercial  intercourse  of  one  part  of  the  buat- 
nees  world  with  another,  there  Is  a  positive  necessity  for  one 
language,  at  least,  beddcs  our  own.  Great  transactions  with 
foreign  nations  could  not  be  conducted  with  any  kind  of  facility 
without  the  aasistance  of  those  who  understand  the  meaning  and 
intentions  of  both  parties,  if  neither  underatood  the  language  of 
the  other. 

Progress  in  literature,  science,  art,  and  mechanism,  would 
be  extremely  circumscribed,  and  confined  to  narrow  boundaries, 
were  it  not  for  scholars  who  change  one  language  into  another, 
and  thus  put  readers  in  communication  with  all  mankind. 

The  people  of  the  United   States  are  regarded  as  a  one-     , 
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tongaodpopnlation.  Millions  of  foreigners,  representatives  of 
every  power  in  Europe,  are  interspersed  through  the  land,  bnt 
they  are  compelled  to  acquire  English,  or  pass  a  lonely  pilgrim- 
age i^^thout  conversational  intercourse. 

We  rarely  give  ourselves  the  trouble  to  learn  the  language 
of  new-comers  from  abroad.  If  they  desire  a  social  acquaint- 
ance, they  must  blunder  on  for  several  years  in  order  to  pro- 
nounce the  shibboleth  aright.  They  are  under  the  painful  neces- 
sity of  dropping  their  mother  tongue.  TVe,  on  the  contrary,  give 
ourselves  no  concern  in  regard  to  their  embarrassment  in  at- 
tempting to  comprehend  or  articulate  what  is  so  £EimiIiar  to 
ourselves.  If  they  ultimately  succeed  in  gaining  an  imperfect 
command  of  new  words,  it  is  about  all  those  who  constitute  the 
majority  of  Germans,  Danes,  Swedes,  French,  etc.,  achieve. 
Where  enough  of  any  of  them  happen  to  constitute  a  little 
community  of  their  own,  then  they  hardly  give  themselves  any 
anxiety  about  mastering  the  elements  of  English. 

Several  communities  thus  constituted  have  so  multiplied  at 
the  West,  that  their  schools,  and  even  newspapers,  are  conducted 
in  their  native  language.  This  circumstance  has  obliged  legis- 
latures in  several  States  to  publish  their  laws  in  several  lan- 
guages, that  they  may  not  be  in  ignorance  of  the  way  their 
rights  and  privileges  are  maintained  and  secured. 

More  than  one  Language, 

Educational  preparation  for  the  active  scenes  of  life,  for 
which  youth  ought  to  be  qualified,  should  include  a  conversa- 
tional knowledge  of  the  most  important  living  languages. 
iFrench  and  German  have  the  first  claim.  With  these  and 
English,  we  can  hold  intimate  intercourse  with  about  all 
Europe. 
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It  is  a  sad  waste  of  precious  boure  of  a  college  stndent'e 
life,  to  be  drilling  years  before  and  after  entering  tlie  inatita- 
tion,  in  langnagefl  wliich  are  dead.  They  are  accomplishments, 
bat  not  necessities.  One  ia  a  language  that  has  not  been 
Bpoken  for  nearly  two  thonsand  years,  nor  will  it  ever  be 
revived. 

No  objection  is  offered  to  their  perpetuity. 

One  or  two  terms  in  the  course  of  a  college  residence,  de- 
voted to  living  languages, — taught  so  that  they  eould  bu  spoken 
fluently, — would  be  of  incalculable  importance  to  the  Individual 
in  all  the  after  years  of  life.  Latin  and  Greek  are  drilled  into 
boys  for  one  or  two  years  at  a  cost  far  exceeding  the  expense 
of  teachere  of  a  living  language,  to  qualify  them  for  passing 
an  examination  to  become  freshmen.  After  that  crisis  has 
passed,  verylittle  does  any  one  care  for  Greek  or  Latin,  unless 
they  are  designed  for  instructors  in  these  departments.  There- 
fore, the  expense  and  time  are  deplorable  losses. 

Value  of  Living  Langcaqes. 

It  is  becoming  a  qnestion  of  interest  among  distinguiahed 
writers  on  edncation,  whether  some  revolution  is  not  required 
in  elementary  preparation  for  the  world  in  which  we  live,  of 
more  value  to  the  pupil  than  Greek  and  Latin  —  would  not 
living  languages  be  more  useful  than  obsolete  ones ! 

A  finishing  process  in  a  young  lady's  education  is  music 
and  French.  Schools  exist  on  a  reputation  for  poliohing  misses 
in  those  two  mnch-prized  accomplishments.  Not  to  he  sup- 
posed familiar  with  both,  would  be  equivalent  to  being  very 
jmperfectly  educated. 

Yoimg  ladies,  presumed  to  have  bad  the  beet  ad\'aDtageB, 
ore  usually  taught  Frencb  by  instmctora  who  cannot  articulate 
25 
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I  a  lentenoe  that  would  not  abode  a  Franeli  tulor.    Sesnon  after 

iftmon  at  an  expendyely  fiiahionaUe  boaitWng^hool,  thej  are 
soppoeed  to  acquire  ezactand,  indeed^  intimate  knowledge  of 
idiomatic  French ;  bnt  not  one  in  fifty  knows  anything  about  it 
'  beyond  reading  nndentandingly  to  thiemaelTea.  The j  cannot 
pronounce  it ;  nor  dare  the  beat  of  them  haiaid  the  experiment 
in  the  presence  of  a  French  chambermaid  for  fear  of  A^^tfng 
ridicule. 

As  that  language  is  too  generally  taught  in  female  ednoa- 
tional  institutions  throughout  the  country,  it  ia  a  iMTifyntable 
loss  of  time  for  pupils.  The  teacher  aa  often  as  otherwiae  is  a 
lady  not  much  further  advanced  in  the  mysteriea  of  aooent 
than  those  she  is  drilling. 

Whkbb  to  Lxabk  LAyeVjLOXB. 

Foreign  languages  are  taught  in  cities  very  acceptably  by 
those  who  come  from  Europe,  who  speak  their  native  language 
far  better  than  those  who  have  acquired  them  second-hand 
through  professors  who  could  not  make  themselves  understood 
in  a  baker's  sliop  in  any  tongue  but  their  own,  were  they  starv- 
ing for  a  slice  of  bread. 

Indulgent  parents  expend  money  freely  for  their  dangbters, 
— ^but  it  is  a  poor  method  of  giving  them  a  conversational  famil- 
iarity with  French, — in  country  boarding-schools. 

Instead  of  keeping  a  young  lady  in  school  for  tliat  particu- 
lar accomplishment,  French,  German  or  Italian,  place  her  at 
once  in  a  respectable,  cultivated  French  family,  or  with  a  Gter- 
man  or  Italian  household. 

For  example,  place  a  young  miss  in  a  family  at  Montreal  or 
Quebec,  in  which  French  is  spoken  exclusively.  Or,  if  tlie  ex- 
pense is  no  object,  send  her  to  France.    No  instruction  wonld 
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be  reqtiired,  unlees  it  were  particularly  desirable  to  haeten  the 
process.     Simply  being  in  a  family  is  aufficient. 

There  need  be  neitlier  plodding  in  primary  bookg,  recita- 
tions or  any  instniction  whatever.  In  an  incredibly  short  time 
her  ears  woald  become  familiarized  to  new  sounds.  Children 
are  more  ready  than  adults,  pUced  under  such  circumstances, 
in  acquiring  the  meaning  and  accent  of  words. 

While  boys  are  drudging  at  tasks  in  Greek  and  Latin,  not 
essential,  they  could  bare  a  complete  acquaintance  with  two  or 
three  living  languages,  of  infinitely  more  value  to  them. 

In  all  after  periods  of  life  one  or  two  languages  in  addition 
to  their  own  would  be  a  thousand  timea  more  important  to 
them  than  a  critical  familiarity  with  the  orations  of  Cicero. 

There  would  be  lees  brain  labor  in  this  method  than  imper- 
fectly understanding  ancient  classics,  and  boys  would  be  quali- 
fied for  suBtaining  commercial  relations  all  over  the  world, 
while  the  best  Latinist  in  Christendom  could  not  buy  a  paper  of 
pins,  were  he  to  ask  for  them  in  that  scholarly  language. 

FoEKicN  Officials. 

Our  ambassadors,  consuls,  and  commercial  agents,  sent 
abroad  to  represent  the  dignity  of  this  government,  profectour 
citiEoos  and  their  interests,  have  often  been  the  laughing-stock 
of  those  among  whom  they  resided,  on  account  of  their  stupid 
ignorance  of  all  language  but  their  own,  which  they  not  unfre- 
qnently  barbaronsly  murder. 

American,  consuls  have  sometimes  been  spoken  of  as  so  illit- 
erate as  to  be  incapable  of  speaking  English  grammatically. 
Their  appointment  Itave  not  always  h>een  on  account  of  eminent 
■  qnalificatione.  If  it  is  true  political  Ecrvicos  are  ever  paid  for 
iqthat  way,  as  compensation  for  aiding  in  the  election  of  ft 
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rampant  partisan  to  Congrese,  it  is  high  time  the  Civil  Service 
Law  Bhould  be  enforced. 

Government  makes  a  mortifying  mistake  in  ever  commis- 
sioning foreigners  to  consular  stations.  When  the  native  stock 
has  been  exhausted,  there  will  be  a  reasonable  excuse  for  crav- 
ing tlie  assistance  of  men  who  were  never  on  this  continent  who 
do  not  understand  its  usages  or  laws.  Travelers  cannot  conceal 
their  disgust  at  this  kind  of  patronage.  A  prof  use  exhibition 
of  brass  buttons,  with  the  stars  and  stripes  waving  over  empty 
heads  on  the  shoulders  of  oflScial  nobodies,  who  would  not  be 
invited  to  dine  with  a  cobbler  in  any  country,  are  no  credit  to  a 
great  nation  of  freemen. 

Every  consul  should  be  qualified  and  write  the  lan^age  of 
the  country  where  he  is  stationed.     All  the  higher  grades  of 
oflScial   representatives  should  be  educationally  qualified  for 
their  positions.      Ministers    plenipotentiary  at   the   principal 
courts  with  which  we  hold  intimate  diplomatic  relations  have 
not  been  a  whit  better  qualified  than  their  servants  in  many 
instances.     Clerks  and   attaches  have  transacted   all   business 
while  the  great  man  takes  the  salary  and  does  the  official  din- 
ing, to  be  lauglied  at  behind  his  back. 

. 

Teaching  French  and  German  in  Schools. 

Were  French  and  German  regularly  and  systematically 
taught,  like  otlier  more  common  but  necessary  studies  in  district 
schools  for  both  sexes,  the  national  character  would  stand  on  a 
higher  level,  whenever  those  who  have  had  educational  advan- 
tages in  them  are  required  to  serve  where  such  languages  are 
spoken. 

Every  faculty  of  the  mind  should  be  cultivated,  and  no  one 
of  them  permitted  to  He  donnant  in  these  stirring  times,  when 
knowledge  is  power. 
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Strange  faces,  new  institntionB,  and  new  places,  differing 
from  those  to  which  we  are  accustomed,  make  vivid  impressions 
at  first,  but  they  gradually  become  familiar.  So  it  is  io  respect 
to  a  new  language.  It  sounds  harshly,  and  may  be  difficult  to 
articulate,  is  fearfully  gnttural,  or,  perhaps,  worse  to  com^^ 
hend,  even  under  the  beet  facilities  for  instruction ;  but,  as  the 
ear  begins  to  be  less  severely  taxed  in  catching  the  new  vibra- 
tions, difficulties  melt  away. 

When  a  few  words  are  understood,  the  way  is  soon  made 
easier  for  more.  By  and  by  a  sentence  can  be  articulated. 
Before  half  the  anticipated  obstacles  have  been  overcome,  we 
begin  to  chat  readily. 

Germans,  Swedes,  Danes,  Poles,  Frenchmen,  etc.,  who  did 
not  know  a  word  of  English  when  tiiey  landed  in  America,  soon 
acquire  it  sufficiently  for  all  the  practical  purposes  of  buBiness 
and  social  intercourse.  We,  however,  rarely  learn  auytbing  of 
their  language  in  their  way  of  learning. 

Little  children  are  delightful  afisistants  when  a  person  is 
under  lingual  discipline.  Tliey  prattle  away  perpetually,  on- 
hesitatingly,  and,  therefore,  give  important  aid  to  a  beginner. 
A  family  in  which  there  are  small  children  should  have  a 
decided  preference  over  one  where  there  are  none,  in  selecting 
a  home,  where  the  main  object  is  to  be  within  the  hearing  of 
the  language  which  it  is  proposed  to  acquire. 

Adnlts  are  very  reserved,  fearing  to  speak,  lest  they 
should  subject  themselves  to  the  critical  obeer^-atlons  of  tliose 
who  might  make  merry  over  their  blunders.  They  hesi- 
tate to  ask  qaestions  when  they  very  much  desire  to  do  so, 
for  fear  of  being  considered  troublesome,  or  particularly 
etopid. 

No  person,  especially  those  quite  young,  could  be  in  a 
&mily  of  French  or  Germans,  for  example,  six  months,  and  not 
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make  oooaideimble  prograHi  wiibcrat  hiving  had  a  mnfjie  h«on 
giYen  them* 

Indian  priaonen  at  the  Weat,  wandering  ahoat  at  the  menj 
of  ^eir  aavage  capton^  very  aoon  b^gin  to  eomptehend  the 
meaning  of  their  nnoonth  gnttuiala,  and  diaooiV6r  thefar  Tiewa  m 
regard  to  their  cruel  intentiona. 

Aoenraoy  of  expresaion  oonld  not  be  expected,  certainly  not 
attained,  without  oonaiderable  practice^  ainoe  peifcetion  of  artiea- 
ktion  mnat  reanit  from  long  practice. 

ChOdren  leant  to  speak  without  inatruction.  What  can  thej 
know  of  the  laws  of  syntax  I  They  liap  thdr  omde  tfaong^ 
with  ehanning  freedom,  years  before  they  are  tangfat  the  ele- 
ments of  grammar.  That  appropriately  oomee  into  plaj  aa 
they  approach  their  teens. 

liAirauAGn  ov  AracAia.* 

Dogs  certainly  understand  the  import  of  words,  or  tb^ 
could  not  BO  readily  obey  their  masters.  Their  capacity  for 
language  is  far  above  that  of  cats.  Puss  must  see  a  morsel  of 
meat  or  a  cup  of  milk,  to  gain  her  friendly  attentions.  She 
may  be  frightened,  but  not  with  harsh  expressions,  imlees 
accompanied  by  muscular  gesticulations,  when  away  slie  mna 
from  impending  danger. 

Dogs,  on  the  contrary,  possess  a  higher  cerebral  develop- 
ment. They  often  acquire  a  general  knowledge  of  two  and 
three  languages,  according  to  their  advantages.  It  is  not  to  be 
supposed  there  is  any  particular  effort  on  their  part,  or  ambi- 
tion, to  remember  the  exact  sense  of  an  articulate  sound. 

A  repetition  of  words  and  sentences,  as  heard  in  the  fiunily 
where  different  languages  are  habitually  spoken,  ultimateljr 
fixes  an  impression.  Finally,  they  associate  certain  acta  with 
certain  words  or  commands. 


THE  WATS  OF  WOMEX. 


891 


There  are  dogs  almost  everywhere,  trained  to  carry  and 
bring  letters  from  the  post-otfice,  visit  the  market  with  a  basket 
for  tlie  family  dinner,  stand  guard  through  the  night,  and  carry 
notes  at  the  bidding  of  the  proprietor.  They  actually  learn  to 
obey  different  members  of  the  household  who  may  direct  or 
command  them  in  French,  Gennan,  Spanish,  etc.,  as  they  are 
spoken  indifferently  in  the  establishment. 

Not  long  since  a  pet  dog  was  bronght  to  New  York  from 
Naples,  whose  intelligence  was  extraordinary.  Wlieu  directed 
to  engage  in  certain  performances,  in  Italian,  he  promptly 
obeyed;  bat  when  addressed  in  English,  the  poor  fuHow  was 
amazingly  perplexed.  After  a  while  it  was  apparent  he  had 
mastered  the  meaning  of  a  new  language,  to  a  certain  extent, 
which  was  manifested  with  signs  of  gratification. 

Ynlgar  dogs,  like  parrots,  gain  a  knowledge  of  a  few  slang 
phrases,  becoming  embarrassed  wliea  addressed  iu  terms  un- 
connected with  towering  expletives.  Donkeys  and  mules, 
usually  regarded  as  the  embodiment  of  stupidity,  evince  a 
nice  perception  of  articulate  sounds. 

There  are  many  places  in  Louisiana  wliere  those  shabbily- 
treated  animals  in  Iiameea  readily  obey  orders  given  in  three 
different  languages,  aa  either  happens  to  be  used  by  their 
drivers.  Those  dumb  beasts  prick  up  their  long  ears  in 
surprise,  evidently  indicating  perplexity,  when  a  strange  mani 
takes  the  reius,  speaking  a  new  language  to  them.- 

Even  oxen,  dull  and  unobeerving  as  they  seem  to  be,  listen 
attentively  to  wiiat  ib  said  particularly  to  themselves  while  in 
tlie  yoke.  Jlaw  and  gee,  equivalent  to  right  and  left,  are  as 
perfectly  understood  by  trained  oxeu  as  by  the  teamster.  Back 
is  another  ■  command  which  an  infant  might  pronounce  with 
equal  certainty  of  having  it  executed.  Horses  in  bakers'  carts, 
market  nags,  and   mi)kmen*s  teams,  not  only  know  precisely 
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what  the  driver  bidB  them  do,  but  they  also  know  the  exact 
residence  of  customers. 

A  Vcrinont  farmer  is  reputed  to  have  borrowed  of  a  French 
neighbor,  across  tlie  line,  the  use  of  an  ox  for  a  daj,  to  .take 
the  place  of  a  sick  one.  The  stranger  from  Her  Majesty's 
dominion  could  not  respond  to  the  bidding  of  the  Y^ankee,  be- 
cause he  could  not  understand  him,  although  evincing  a  perfect 
willingness  to  pull  or  turn  as  his  mate  indicated.  With  the 
best  intentions,  however,  the  unmated  cattle  were  constantlj 
committing  blunders,  to  the  dismay  of  the  citizen  of  the  repub- 
lic. Towards  evening,  in  crossing  a  railroad  track  as  a  train 
was  approaching,  they  were  urged  to  make  haste  by  boisterous 
vociferations,  wliich  quickened  the  speed  of  the  Vermont  ox, 
but  the  other,  not  understanding  the  loud  tones,  gazed  about 
with  glaring  eyes,  in  view  of  impending  destruction,  not  know- 
ing which  way  to  move,  and,  in  that  instant  of  hesitation  and 
doubt,  was  crushed  to  death  by  the  locomotive,  and  thus  died 
draniati cully,  in  consequence  of  not  knowing  the  English 
language. 

Address  any  of  the  domesticated  animals,  accustomed  to 
the  sound  of  human  voices,  and  there  is  no  doubt  respecting 
the  fact  that  they  attach  a  meaning  to  what  they  hear,  to  a 
limited  extent.  That  is  particularly  noticeable  in  menageries. 
There  they  become  cognizant  of  the  expressions  of  their 
keepers. 

They  learn  their  ways,  analyze  their  character  for  kindness, 
and  govern  themselves  accordingly.  So  accurately  do  dogs  and 
cats  discriminate  a  good  disposition  from  a  morose,  severe,  un- 
sympathetic person,"  that  they  walk  boldly  to  some  for  caresses, 
or  avoid  others  with  marked  exhibitions  of  dislike. 

Seals  gather  a  distinct  meaning  of  words  in  their  captivity, 
with  a  keeper  who  is  regularly  in  attendance.     A  change  of 
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superintendent  leads  to  aorrowful  moanings.  By  speaking 
elowlj  and  distinctly  to  them,  their  full,  intelligent  ejea  aparkle 
witli  evident  delight. 

Anecdotes,  without  limitation,  are  interspersed  in  works  on 
natural  history,  illustrative  of  the  capacity  of  animals  for 
gathering  a  knowledge  of  words.  Birds  certainly  converse  with 
one  another  when  preparing  for  a  migratory  excnrsion.  They 
then  congregate  in  multitudes,  and  apparently  deliberate  in 
council.  If  the  chattering  means  anytliing,  it  would  seem  to 
relate  to  the  proposed  removal  to  another  climate. 

If  they  have  no  intelligence,  and  their  sagacity  is  without 
thought,  the  force  of  instinct  which  compels  them  to  act 
without  the  exercise  of  volition, — how  does  it  happen  that  such 
armies  of  feathered  races  move  with  a  precision,  varying  hy 
incidental  circumstances,. as  though  they  had  both  a  present  and 
future  object  in  view  1 

Parrots  articulate  phrases  they  have  heard,  without  attach- 
ing any  sense  to  them.  Their  power  of  imitatingvocalsoundsis 
surprising.  When  once  familiarized  to  a  routine  of  expreeeions, 
they  repeat  them,  but  without  reference  to  their  appropriate- 
ness to  the  occasion.  They  have  not  a  brain  for  carrying  on  a 
train  of  thought.  Mocking-birds  are  extraordinary  imitators. 
They  are  estremely  jolly  and  frolicsome  over  the  confusion 
they  create  among  other  birds.  Dogs  are  far  superior  to  most 
animals,  from  the  circumstance  that  they  retain  cerebral  impres- 
sions, which  are  recalled  for  the  execution  of  after  acts.  A 
Highland  shepherd  bids  his  dog  find  a  missing  sheep.  Away  he 
scampers  in  earnest  search  for  it,  keeping  distinctly  in  mind 
what  is  expected  of  him.  lie  never  c«n  be  taught  to  speak,  be- 
caose  he  has  nothing  to  say,  although  he  tliinks  accurately  in 
the  line  of  his  special  vocation.  Having  no  sphincter  muscle 
to  the  mouth,  labial  sounds  are  impossible. 
25» 
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Honkeji  hmra  ft  toomI  appantiu  to  neailj  iMwrnUing  oar 
own,  that  it  «oiiliipiiiilea|aaetieilan«toinittto  dedgnAteane 
from  the  other,  if  of  the  tune  nie,  idien  detadied  from  the 
body.  They  hftve  Tool  oord^  mU-fdRned  l^i^  Knd  nerret 
directed  predfiel  j  m  in  the  nenroiu  vf^bem  of  the  most  invetep- 
ste'  talker,  yet «  monkey  hu  oever  bean  heard  to  jnonomus  a 
syllable.  While  a  whip  is  held  over  hia  head,  he  perfbnna  aar- 
priung  trioka,  rides  in  a  drciu,  goea  throoj^  numnal  exercana 
with  a  miniatore  gnn,  plays  a  tsmbonrine,  ooUectB  penniea^  et&, 
bat,  with  all  these  socompliahments,  he  never  volnntarilr  praa- 
tises  them  when  left  slone.  Kdther  does  he  attempt  npoaHng. 
Their  chattering  ia  always  the  same,  whether  ezpreadng 
plessnre  or  pain. 

There  are  remai^able  aocoonts  of  dogs,  whioh  fnlljr  demosi- 
Btrate  tbdr  reasoning  poven  to  an  extent  btederin^  ott  die 
marrelloQB.  Seung  and  hearing  are  special  nnnsrw,  irhioh  am 
exceedingly  developed  in  them,  and  throngh  whidi  their  know- 
ledge is  vety  aocnrate.  A  law  of  limitation  pnts  m  stop  to 
mental  progreea  \dth  animals,  ae  it  doeii  in  respect  to  their 
growth.  It  ie  quite  imposeible  to  educate  beyond  a  certain  poinL 
because  the  instruments  for  carrying  on  the  operation  of  think- 
iog  are  insufficient,  either  in  their  number,  weight,  or  structure. 

By  aseociating  with  persons  of  mild  mannerB,  who  pet  and 
praise  them  with  kind  expressiona,  some  dogs  imike  eztraoidi' 
nary  advances.  Their  caniuo  exploits  may  be  carried  so  far  aa 
to  excite  both  admiration  and  surprise.  Such  performers  exert 
themselves  under  tlie  Rtimulua  of  praise,  or  mmiietakably  exhibit 
dejection  and  mortification  when  roughly  reprimanded. 

Some  years  ago  a  noble  NowfonndlaDd  dog,  owned  by  the 
city  of  Boston,  was  kept  at  the  quarantine  ground,  Bainsford 
Islabd,  iu  the  capacity  of  a  general  watchman.  Tiger  lived  to 
about  the  sge  of  twenty  years.     In  that '  long  life-lease,  hejiad 
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acquired  a  verj  correct  eetimate  of  men  and  mannere.  lie  was 
deferential  to  masters  of  veesela  and  well-dreeeed  paeeengers 
irhen  tliey  came  on  shore,  but  if  sailors  left  their  boat  to  wander 
over  the  premiseB,  he  became  dcmonstratiTe.  Tliej  had  to  run 
rapidly  back  to  the  landing,  or  feel  the  effects  of  Tiger's  indig- 
nation. 

.  Such  waa  Tiger's  ambition  to  be  in  good  society,  that  he 
VOB  invariably  on  hand  to  accompany  the  doctor  in  his  barge 
when  visiting  vessels.  On  account  of  bis  prodigious  aze  and 
imposing  aspect,  be  was  usually  an  object  of  particular  atten- 
tion, and  had  excellent  bits  of  meat  dropped  over  tbe  gunwale 
into  the  boat,  while  his  master  was  transacting  business  in  the 
cabin. 

So  favorably  impressed  was  that  sagacious  quadruped  with 
the  attentions  he  received  alongside,  he  occasionally  swam  back 
and  made  a  call  on  bis  own  account.  On  seeing  hiui  paddling 
around  the  hull,  if  a  rope  were  thrown  over,  be  held  fast  to  ii 
with  mighty  strong  jaws,  and  was  thus  hauled  on  board,  to  tbe 
immense  gratification  of  the  crew,  and  no  less  gratification  of 
the  visitor.  After  being  feasted  heartily,  and  wagging  his  long, 
bnahy  tail  to  those  who  had  bestowed  the  grub,  in  a  twinkling 
of  an  eye  he  would  leap  overboard  and  strike  for  land. 

Ko  efiEorts  were  successful  in  coaxing  him  back.  On  several 
occaslous  a  plot  was  laid  to  capture  him,  but  watching  an 
opportunity,  as  though  perfectly  understanding  the  convesra- 
tion  respecting  his  detention,  be  gave  the  sailors  tbe  slip  by 
pttmging  into  the  surging  waves,  through  which  he  quickly 
worked  his  way  to  the  nearest  beach. 

In  consequence  of  repeated  ezposure&  in  aqu»tic  adventnres, 
of  which  he  was  esceediogly  fond,  together  with  the  infirmities 
inddent  to  age,  Tiger  Buffered  severely  witli  earache.  The 
doctor's  lady  used  to  make  hot  ponlticee,  heat  bricks,  folded  in 
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■oA  dotfaa,  ete^  uid  whcm  TMd/,  iha  WMld  taU  biin  to  Ida 
pontbn.  He  wonld  imtaatlj  horiwofitdiia  fci"»T»'*f  under  • 
taUe^  pfttiently  nbnuttiiig  to  a  mtiAftmj  m^iaatataik  td 
iiiftd«in*8  ftpplieationa. 

Tba  tnngition  fivm  puD  to  perfect  reliof  «m  Bsra-  fo^ 
gotten.  Whenever  lie  bad  a  recnirenoe  of  the  old  tonncn^  h« 
nigokriy  whined  in  an  uiefiablet(Hie,iodahook  hia]Mad,irhidi 
me  an  indicatiou  of  mating  the  kind  lad/iaanataaee.  It  wai 
a  onriou  spectacle  to  witoew  hit  impatienoe  for  tba  hoA  to 
heat.  Bnunnghinuelf  in  a  oomer,  he  wonld  look  rtradfMtlj  rt 
the  red-hot  coals  till  it  waa  taken  oat,  and  his  oiutraH  «ii- 
nonnoed  all  readj. 

So  warmly  attached  was  that  Mgadona  old  dog  to  his  bens- 
ftftrcH,  that  he  became  evidently  jealons  ot  attentioiia  ahcnra 
by  peraona  who  did  not  come  np  to  his  standard  of  reapectabilky. 
When  she  stepped  from  a  boat  ho  invariably  Bpraog  few  the 
painter,  holding  it  with  tenacity  till  hie  friend  was  ttdrly  on  dir 
ground.  If  one  of  the  bargemen  attempted  to  take  the  lope 
away,  there  was  a  growl  and  show  of  white  teeth,  that  fore- 
shadowed diepleasure  at  interfering  with  hie  gallantry.  When 
the  lady  was  quite  safely  landed,  then  the  painter  was  dropped, 
and  Mr.  Tiger  trudged  along  by  her  side,  aa  thoogh  consdouB 
of  hftving  done  hie  duty. 

By  way  of  experiment,  to  ascertain  the  exact  extent  of  that 
splendid  brute's  appreciation  of  language,  on  the  retnm  of  the 
doctor  from  the  city,  madam  related  to  him  that  dnring  big 
absence  Tiger  had  not  behaved  well :  he  Lad  disobeyed  her,  or 
had  been  over  to  the  hospital  and  eaten  up  a  patient's  dinner. 

Such  conversation  seemed  to  produce  profound  sleep,  or  if 
he  saw  that  tkcial  expressions  were  assuming  an  onfavoTable 
change,  he  stole  away  behind  a  piece  of  furniture.  By  taekinnf 
ship,  however,  and  praising  his  fidelity, — recounting  his  feata 
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and  good  quwlitiea,  the  old  fellow's  organ  of  approbativeneaa 
bronglit  him  bolt  to  his  feet.  He  waa  delighted  witli  flattery, 
and  overwlielmed  hia  good  friend  with  affectionate  demonetra- 
tions  of  regard. 

A  lady  in  New  York  converses  with  her  Newfoundland  aB 
with  one  of  her  servants.  When  she  says  to  him,  "  Ton  may 
go  with  John  to  market,"  he  capers  frantically  with  anticipa- 
tions of  pleasure,  because  he  ia  quite  auro  of  fine  picking  among 
the  stalls  where  he  lias  a  host  of  friends.  He  goes  to  the 
kitchen  for  a  basket,  and  returns  with  it  for  money  from  his 
mistress.  He  then  trots  off  with  it  through  densely  crowded 
streets,  safely.  His  vanity  is  his  weakest  point,  putting  him- 
self at  considerable  inconvenience  for  a  compliment, 

These  citations  of  bmte  intelligence  are  digreasioDS,  but  they 
belong  to  that  catalogne  of  evidences  which  are  Dumerous  and 
convincing,  tliat  animals,  from  canary  birds  to  elephants,  in  the 
society  of  man,  unquestionably  acquire  an  elementary  know- 
ledge of  the  tmo  meaning  of  words. 

How  absurd  then  to  pretend  that  a  human  being,  with  « 
great  brain,  superior  in  volume  to  that  of  all  races  below  him, 
cannot  master  more  than  one  language,  while  donkeys,  mnlee, 
horses,  dogs,  elephants,  oxen,  seals,  and  even  mice  and  canary 
birds,  gather  an  elementary  knowledge  of  two  or  three,  without 
being  able  to  articulate  any  t 

Ststematio  PbeSeverance, 

By  a  very  moderate  amount  of  systematic  industry,  pcrso- 
veringly  continued  at  leisure  moments,  any  woman  may  attain 
a  speaking  knowledge  of  one  or  two  langnages  in  addition  to 
her  own  vernacnlar. 

William  Cobbett,  alone,  without  an  instructor,  became  a 


IBII' 


I- 

■'5. 

■r 

:  i;.  ■ 
•if  ■ 


■Ji... 

1- 
.1 

I.''" 

I   ■ 

'15.' 

-Ill 
ill  /. 


i898  ^C'B'  WAT8  OP  WOMBr. 

eritieal  French  Bchobu*.  He  eyen  wrote  aa  excellept  grammar 
of  the  language,  still  in  repnte.  Dr.  Franklin  aoquired  French 
when  he  was  about  seventy  years  old,  which  ahowa  what  may  be 
achieved  where  there  is  a  will.  Such  are  enoonrag^ing  examples^ 
showing,  beyond  question,  that  it  is  never  too  late  to  learn. 

Hev.  Mr.  Jones,  chaplain  of  the  Sailor's  Snug  Harbor,  stated 
in  a  public  meeting,  in  New  York,  that  in  a  company  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  seamen,  at  his  house,  they  spoke  among 
them  thirty-seven  languages  fluently.  Seversl  conTeraed  freely 
in  four ;  one  or  two  in  five ;  and  one,  a  native  of  Finland,  spoke 
ten,  and  wrote  seven  of  them  correctly,— -one  being  Latin. 

Du  Chaillu,  the  African  traveller,  stated  before  the  Geo- 
graphical Society  of  New  York,  giving  an  account  of  his  wan- 
dering in  Denmark,  Sweden,  Norway,  and  Finland,  that  there 
is  not  a  g^rl  in  t&ose  countries  sixteen  years  old,  even  in  there* 
motest  cabins  of  Lapland,  who  could  not  converse  readilj  in 
English,  French,  and  .German,  besides  their  own  severelj  harsh 
dialect 
■L  That  statement  made  a  deep  impression  on  a  highly  cnlti- 

vated  audience.  The  whole  mystery  of  such  proficiency  was 
explained.  Every  school,  from  the  primary  to  the  highest,  in 
those  countries,  is  by  law  obliged  to  teach  children  three  neces- 
saiy  languages,  the  government  having  the  good  sense  to  ap- 
preciate the  value  of  the  principal  languages  of  civilized  conn- 
tries,  the  knowledge  of  which  qualifies  the  people  to  transact 
business  with  the  ruling  nations  of  the  earth. 

There  is  no  labored  effort  on  the  part  of  the  children,  no 
extraordinary  exertion  by  the  teachers,  to  bring  about  such 
proud  results.  It  is  simply  a  gradual  process  like  any  other 
study  deemed  usef ol  for  youth.  Beally,  no  child  is  conscious 
of  any  particular  effort,  but,  as  a  matter  of  course,  they  insen* 
sibly  become  accomplished  linguists. 
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Just  such  a  system  shoald  be  pursued  in  all  common  schools 
in  this  country.  It  would  be  attended  with  no  more  expense 
than  at  present,  with  arithmetic,  grammar,  and  other  element- 
ary brtmcIieB.  Every  little  girl  and  boy,  beginning  with  their 
A,  B,  C,  might  speak  and  read  French,  German,  and  English  in 
the  same  time  they  arc  acquiring  any  and  all  of  those  things 
which  make  up  a  common  school  education. 

Let  this  admirable  course  be  adopted,  and  in  twenty  years 
we  should  outgrow  the  taunt  flung  in  the  faces  of  American 
scholars,  that  we  are  a  one-tongvfd  j?eople. 

Law  and  medical  students,  theological  also  ;  clerks,  and  in- 
deed others  associated  with  commercial,  banking,  and  various 
kinds  of  activities  requiring  skill,  tact,  and  accompliehments,  too, 
in  their  pursuits,  have  no  apology  for  being  so  universally  ig- 
norant of  foreign  languages. 

By  subjecting  themselves  to  a  few  inconveniences,  and 
taking  up  a  residence  iu  families  where  a  language  is  excluuvely 
spoken  which  they  wish  to  acquire,  medical,  law,  theolo^cal 
stadenlB,  and  clerks,  might  soon  speak  another  language  with- 
out infringing  upon  business  hours  or  cost  of  tuition. 

The  same-course  would  accomplish  any  young  lady,  if  not 
in  a  condition  to  pursue  the  otlier  plan  proposed,  by  going  to 
Canada  or  France. 


Examples  of  Success. 

Let  the  organs  of  bearing  be  educated.  That  is  the  all-im- 
portant beginning, 

A  New  York  lady  praotiBing  npon  this  system  of  keeping 
the  ear  familiarized  with  French,  Spanish,  Italian,  German,  and 
Portuguese,  has  a  servant  representing  each  language,  for  the 
sake  of  being  obliged  to  converse  with  each  one  in  his  or  her  own 
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langoagc.    Her  house,  tlierefore,  is  a  modem  Babel,  the  mistress 
being  a  ready  interpreter  in  many  dialects. 

A  gentleman  went  to  France  a  short  time  since  with  an 
accomplished  daughter  of  whom  he  was  exceedingly  proud.  As 
the  vessel  was  entering  the  port  of  Havi^,  a  pafisenger  asked 
the  father  of  the  young  lady  if  he  intended  to  take  a  eoorier 
into  service  on  landing. 

<'  No,  sir,"  he  replied.  "  My  daughter  lias  been  expensively 
educated  in  French.  She  understands  it  like  a  book,  and  I 
intend  she  shall  be  my  interpreter  on  our  travels." 

Very  soon  after  this  conversation  a  pilot  and  revenue  officer 
came  on  board.  Marching  up  to  the  American  millionaire, — 
sputtering  at  a  rapid  rate, — he  quite  confounded  the  old  gen- 
tleman with  his  volubility.  Turning  towards  the  blooming 
daughter,  "  Find  out,"  said  he,  "  what  these  fellows  want." 

She  was  respectfully  approached  by  the  new  comers,  who 
stated  their  object  in  choice  French,  but  to  her  inexpressible 
confusion,  she  could  not  understand  a'single  word.  The  father's 
mortification  could  not  be  concealed.  He  had  boasted  so  much 
of  her  acquirements,  and  the  money  lavished  on  her  French 
education  in  one  of  the  most  expensive  boarding-schools,  both 
exhibited  fallen  crests,  as  most  of  the  passengers  were  expecting 
very  gratifying  assistance  from  that  source. 

Tlie  young  lady  had  a  thorough  reading  knowledge  of 
French,  far  superior,  no  doubt,  to  those  who  had  imwittifigly 
brought  her  into  such  a  mortifying  dilemma.  But  her  ear  had 
been  neglected,  as  it  always  is  in  those  fashionable  institutions. 

Had  slie  been  placed  in  any  French  family  ten  months  as  a 
mere  boarder,  without  taking  a  single  lesson,  and  in  no  way 
interfering  with  other  essential  studies  or  social  relations,  she 
would  have  spoken  French  conversationally  with  ease  and 
fluency. 
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Atenues  to  Indubtbt. 

A  man  who  speaks  two  laognageB,  says  a  prove^^,  ia  equal 
vto  two  men,  and  a  woman  who  can  do  it  is  equal  to  half  a 
I  dozen. 

New  routes  to  nseftil  parsnita  are  lud  open  by  the  aid  of  a 
I  second  language.  It  is  an  extra  key  for  nolocking  a  cabinet  of 
f  treasores. 

Young  persons  should  be  anibitions  to  possess  that  advan- 
I  tage.  Population  ia  rapidly  increasing,  consequently  the  strife 
f  for  place  and  position  is  becoming  more  active.  Without  a 
I  speaking  acquaintance  with  at  least  one  more  language  in  addi- 
I  to  her  own,  a  young  lady  is  not  equal  to  the  responsibilities  of 
I  positions  slie  might  desire  to  occupy. 

Telegraphic  interesta  in  the  future  will  require  liiignists, 

L  and  so  will  mercantile  houses,  banks,  and  insurance  oSiccs,  far 

f  beyond  what  may  have  been  anticipated.     Such  operators  will 

I  be  in  request,  so  extended  are  the  enterprises  nf  nations  since 

the  ntilization  of  steam  and  electricity. 

Young  women  would  be  admirable  at  the  wires,  and  a  hope 
[  is  entertained  they  may  have  almost  a  monopoly  of  telegraph 
stations.     Tlierefore,  let  tliem  seasonably  qualify  themselves  for 
those  nseful,  appropriate,  and  remunerative  services. 

Drive  the  pale,  thin,  feminine-looking  clerks  out  of  easy- 
cbairs  in  banks,  insurance  offices,  treasuries,  public  bureaus, 
I  where  honesty  and  faithfulness  are  the  first  requisifo  qualiSca- 
I  tion,  to  cultivate  the  soil.  It  would  be  doing  them  a  personal 
[  kindness.  In  becoming  strong,  hardy,  brave,  and  enterprising 
f  in  the  field,  food  would  be  cheaper,  and  the  race  improve 
I  physically,  morally,  and  mentally. 
86 
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WOMEX  IN  THE  PROFESSIONS. 

Not  Fonilili*  Pul»lic  Speakers  before  Large  Audiences — Phjaical  BeasoiH- 
Maki*  (i<mh1  Pn)f«'ssorj» — Female  PbyBicians a  Sacceas — Admirable  Artisti 

— Ai>i»rf)viHl  Trftoliere  of  Various  Brancbes  of  Bklaeation Sbould  be 

EncoiiragtHl. 

SoMK  women,  unfortunately  for  themselves,  assume  un- 
natural positions.  In  a  pulpit  they  appear  out  of  place.  They 
may  bcooinc  learned  theologianp,  write  with  fervor,  but  in 
standi !i<j  before  an  audience,  however  animated  by  zeal,  or 

eminent  in  (lualifications,  their  vocal  powers  are  not  equal  to 
such  oc'cjusions. 

Tlio  larvnx  is  smaller  than  in  men;  therefore  tliere  is  a 
physical  inability  for  giving  strength  to  the  voice  required  for 
being  distinctly  heard  in  large  halls  or  churches,  the  tinibrevLOi 
being  of  the  quality  for  ringing  through  great  assemblies. 

There  is  a  vast  difference  between  singing  and  speaking. 
The  first  is  appreciable  as  a  musical  tone  in  them,  heard  dis- 
tinctly and  widely ;  but  when  they  attempt  giving  sonorous 
weight  to  the  voice,  in  the  manner  of  commanding  orators,  the 
failure  is  apparent. 

The  cartilages  of  the  vocal  box  remain  flexible  in  females 
through  life.  In  men,  on  the  contrary,  when  they  arrive  at 
puberty,  they  become  bony,  and  the  voice  changes  from  the  vox 
ra/uca  of  a  boy  to  a  manly  timhre. 

By  that  organic  alteration  in  the  plates  of  the  larynx,  there 
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18  a  vibratory  impulse  given  to  the  vocal  current,  set  in  motion 
bj  the  vocal  cords,  more  intense  than  before.  No  sncb  change 
tekea  place  in  tlie  female  larynx. 

Again,  the  nasal  cavities,  the  frontal  and  maxillary  sinuses 
are  far  more  developed  in  men  than  women.  They  are  to  the 
voice  what  the  body  of  a  bans  viol  ia  to  the  strings — as  proven 
by  an  inflammation  which  closes  them.  A  vulgar  explanation 
of  an  alteration  of  voice  is  imputed  to  speaking  through  the 
nose,  in  ease  of  a  severe  cold,  whereas  a  true  state  of  the  ease 
is,  that  they  do  not  have  the  assistance  of  the  nose  in  giving 
Tolume  and  distinctness  to  articulate  sounds. 

>  Adam's  Apple. 

Within  the  protuberance  in  front  of  the  throat,  midway  be- 
tween the  chin  and  root  of  the  neck,  is  a  triangular  box,  in 
■which  ribbon-like  cords  are  stretched  from  wall  to  wall,  that 
vibrate  by  the  rush  of  air,  inhaled  or  expired,  passing  over  tlieir 
tense  edges. 

Before  puberty  the  voice  of  boys  is  like  that  of  females.  They 
we  employed  in  churcli  choirs,  while  thus  stationary  in  their 
▼ocal  apparatus.  On  emerging  from  that  state  into  perfect 
manhood,  a  change  of  voice  annonnces  what  baa  taken  place. 
The  female  voice,  however,  remains  always  the  same,  since  an 
evolution  from  girlhood  to  womanhood  brings  no  parallel 
Vlteration  in  the  larynx  or  nasal  cavities.  That  organ  oeitlier 
enlarges  nor  ossifies. 

Neither  sinuses  or  nasal  cavities  are  ever  as  large  in  females 
u  in  men. 

A  natural  conformation,  therefore,  in  the  vocal  mechanism 
of  tlie  throat  disqnalifiefl  females  for  producing  a  strong, 
•onorons  sound. 
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There  are  exceptional  cases,  in  which  some  ^iromeii  are  so 
masculine  in  manner,  voice,  and  acts,  as  to  destroy  those  attri- 
butes which  make  them  attractive,  and  their  society  sought  for 
their  refining  influences  and  loveliness. 

At  the  bar,  before  juries,  in  halls  of  l^slation,  or,  indeed, 
in  large  bodies,  they  could  not  compete  with  the  deep,  loud- 
sounding  voice  of  a  man  in  the  meridian  of  his  mnscolar 
power. 

By  emasculation  before  puberty,  the  larynx  remains  station- 
ary. Its  cartilaginous  walls  are  ever  after  flexible  as  in  females. 
Eunuchs,  therefore,  are  employed  in  harems  of  the  East  as 
female  guardians  ;  in  choirs  also,  as  singers,  where  women  are 
not  admissible.  If  emasculation  is  not  performed  till  after 
puberty,  the  system  being  developed  to  its  maximum  of 
completeness,  the  voice  remains  at  the  timbre  it.  had  when  it 
altered  from  the  vox  rauca. 


Professorial  Duties. 

As  professors  of  departments  in  public  institutions,  colleges, 
seminaries  of  any  order,  where  science  or  literature  is  taught, 
no  great  lung-force  being  required,  females  would  be  abun- 
dantly able  to  sustain  such  honorable  positions.  Demonstra- 
tions and  illustrations  would  be  within  their  scope.  They  could 
discharge  all  such  duties  with  as  much  success,  eclat,  and  appro- 
priateness as  men,  and  far  more  acceptably  and  clearly  than 
many  stupid  male  professors,  who  are  kept  in  such  institutions 
through  the  influence  of  interested  relatives. 

Very  many  institutions  of  learning  in  this  fair  country  are 
languishing.  Their  pei*petual  cry  is  for  money.  They  annoy 
legislatures  for  pecuniary  assistance.  When  it  is  obtained,  it  does 
not  accomplish  the  great  rescusitating  results  which  were  theo- 
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ctk-ally  promised.  The  real  secret  of  tlieir  feebleneee  is  in 
jhe  faculty,  oftener  than  otherwise,  who  have  neither  tact, 
rains,  nor  qnalificationfi  for  the  chairs  into  which  thej  were 
idncted. 

Of  all  professions,  however,  that  in  which  women  succeed 

:,  ifi  in  the  practice  of  medicine.  They  have  made  the  dift- 
overy  themselves,  that  they  possess  aptitude  for  managing  the 
ick.  TliB  public,  too,  in  this  government,  and  in  many  of  the 
most  polished  and  advanced  governments  of  Enrope,  accept  tlie 
proposition  that  they  make  excellent  and  eminently  successful 
i»hyBJcian8. 

Medical  colleges  have  been  chartered,  in  all  directions,  fgr 
the  special  purpose  of  qualifying  them,  Bcientitically,  to  take 
Upon  themselveB  the   respoa^bilitiee  of  that   important  pro- 

lion. 

A  standing  army  of  medical  men  have  opposed  the  move- 
ment. They  have  thrown  every  imaginable  obstacle  in  the 
Kray.  Not  only  have  they  refused  to  admit  them  as  pupils 
into  scliiwls  of  medicine,  but  they  have  denounced  and  ridiculed 
those  who  liave  expressed  sympathy  for  them  in  their  desire  to 
be  medically  educated. 

That  old  saying,  "  that  the  blood  of  the  martyr  is  the  seed 
of  the  church,"  is  particularly  applicable  in  regard  to  female 
physicians.  Intensttiod  opposition  has  created  college  after 
college  expressly  for  their  benefit,  and  more  will  be  chartered 
and  they  will  multiply.  Borne  institutions  abroad  have  been 
iCOmpelled  by  mandates  of  rulers  to  open  their  doors  to  them, 
In  direct  opposition  to  tlie  remonstrances  of  medical  practi- 
'tioners. 

Probably  there  will  be  as  many  female  medical  students 

the  United  States  as  male  students,  within  the  next  fifty 
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Cbmmunities  htsn  to  be  cdncrtad  for  the  vBoepCioB  d 
whfttever  is  naefuL  It  it  eztramely  HiflUni^  tp  eoimiiM  Ab 
paUic  that  impiOTementt  are  not  innorvtioiia.  The  idea  cf  i 
female  phjatcian  was  anoreltyat  fiiat^  and  so  atraage  too^a 
none  bat  men  were  piactitionen  of  medieiiie^  it  looked  Kb 
overtnrning  the  oon8titnti<»ia  of  aoeietj  when  women  vcn 
feeling  pnlflea. 

Bat  we  beeome  aoemstomed  to  rerolittioiuk  The  novd^ 
wore  of^  and  next  it  was  ascertained  that  their  wiMtw^y  of  JuIqil 
ooone  with  inyalidfl^  the  delicacy  of  their  qpproeoh,  the  caie- 
folnofls  with  which  inrestigationa  were  oondnetedy  the  aeeiuaiy 
of  their  analydB  of  Bymptomf^  and  their  ja«]giiieiit  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  remedies,  inspired  oonfidenoe. 

At  once'  their  own  sex  gave  them  a  preference  over  manj 
rongb,  burly,  indifferent  practitioners,  whose  attainments  W€r6 
|i  far  below  the  qnalifications  of  those  female   physicians  who 

have  been  tlioroughlj  iostmcted  in  well  conducted  medical 
institutions. 

Emigrant  sbips  would  immensely  improve  the  condition  of 
steerage  passengers,  by  having  a  female  physician  permanently 
;i  attached  to  the  vessel.    Female  passengers  need  one  of  their  own 

I;  sex,  qualified  to  prescribe  for  them  and  their  children,  and  to 

';  give  them  counsel    I.t  would  insure  order,  neatness^  morality, 

j;  and  better  health  in  those  crowded  collections  of  men  and 

women  across  the  ocean,  were  this  suggestion  accepted.  It  ja 
an  advance  in  propriety  and  the  comfort  of  poor,  neglected 
occupants  of  the  steerage,  that  is  bound  to  be  inaugurated,  and 
soon  too. 

That  partition-wall  has  given  way,  which  prevented  the 
advance  of  enterprise  in  law,  medicine,  and  theology.    Those 
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professions  are  now  open  for  all  who  are  qualified  to  Enstain 
I  themselvce  in  tliein. 

Women,  in  being  admitted  to  tlie  privileges  of  medical 
practitioners,  liave  wisely  let  surgery  alone.  Their  gentleness 
'  would  be  out  of  place  where  living  fiesh  is  to  be  cut  with  sharp 
instniments,  even  when  the  object  is  saving  life.  Elood  ia  not 
a  Bight  for  their  eyes.  Let  them  keep  within  the  boundaries 
which  instinct  directs,  and  their  professional  ministrations  will 
be  appreciated. 

Physiology  esplains  the  gradual  unfolding  of  the  organic 
Bystem,  Uie  function  of  nutrition,  the  phenomena  of  locomo- 
tion, vision,  audition,  and  the  laws  of  reproduction.  Female 
medical  students  as  fuUy  comprehend  difficnlt  problems  as 
young  gentlemen.  Indeed,  they  are  ordinarily  closer  appli- 
cants, thua  laying  a  broad  foundation  for  pathological  succces 
in  their  intercourse  with  the  sick. 

Either  from  a  desire  for  distinction,  hallucination,  or  an  ab- 
normal craving  for  notoriety,  some  women  exhibit  a  perverted 
taste,  and  a  feeble  judgment,  when  they  force  themselves  into 
positions  which  excite  Hdicttle  or  contempt. 

Engaged  in  pursuits  within  their  appropriate  epbere,  their 
Bnccess  is  almost  certain.  Both  honor  and  profit  should  accrue 
to  them  for  whatever  they  do,  iu  tlie  eame  way  that  men  are 
compensated  for  analogous  services. 

Women  make  excellent  physicians  where  their  advantages 
for  inatnietion  have  been  full  and  complete.  They  are  miser- 
able (juacks. 

In  indentifying  themselves  with  deceptions,  whetlier  ae  the 
seventh  daughter  of  a  seventh  daughter,  a  clairvoyant,  a  spiritual 
medimu,  a  magnetic  prescriber,  who,  with  closed  eyes,  pretends 
to  see  through  an  opaque  body  and  detect  obstructions  in  gland- 
ular ducts,  and  such  like  nonaenae, — they  fall  below  contempt. 
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They  are  admirable  artists,  but  uniformly  jEail  ms  quaA 
doctresses.  Only  the  partially  ignorant  presume  to  practise 
without  qualifications.  When  educated,  thej  are  above 
trickery.  Honorable  professional  industry  gives  no  countenance 
to  hobgoblins  or  mesmeric  nonsense, — instrumentalities  of  the 
blind  for  leading  the  blind. 

Natural  philosophy,  intimately  incorporated  with  the  stady 
of  medicine,  is  an  antagonist  to  superstition.  Those  who  for- 
merly could  dis(;ern  ghosts,  and  were  uncompromising  believers 
in  the  manifestations  of  disembodied  souls  in  mystic  circles, 
can  see  nothing  after  becoming  femiliar  with  the  principles  of 
general  science. 

So-called  medical  mediums  are  impostors.  They  do  not 
emanate  from  accredited  medical  institutions.  They  are  not 
to  be  confounded  with  those  ladies  who  have  been  carefully 
and  sc^ientifically  instructed  by  competent  teachers  in  all  the 
intricacies  of  theoretical  and  practical  medicine. 

Many  medical  gentlemen,  standing  well  in  communities- 
would  run  a  mortifying  tilt  with  many  ladies  in  an  examina- 
tion before  an  authorized  board  of  censors,  whose  decision  should 
depend  on  the  accuracy  of  their  answers. 

Appointment  of  Medical  Teachers. 

Were  it  customary  here  to  elect  professors  by  concours  as 
in  France,  and  young  ladies  recently  graduated  were  permitted 
to  be  competitors,  quite  a  number  of  stupid  occupants  of  uni- 
versity chairs,  obtained  through  family  assistance  or  the  potency 
of  cash,  would  have  to  give  way  to  higher  attainments. 

In  the  treatment  of  female  maladies,  women  are  the  pi'oper 
professional  aJvisere.  It  is  grossly  unjust  to  assert  that  they 
have  no  comprehensive  views  or  therapeutic  knowledge  beyond 
making  water  gruel  and  flaxseed  poultices. 
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In  lectiire-rooms,  wherever  they  liave  been  admitted,  their 
progress  has  invariably  been  eqaal  in  all  respecta  to  that  of 
young  men.  The  latter  dissipate  more  or  leae, — smoke,  drink 
to  their  detriment,  ramble  to  places  of  amneement,  or  where 
there  is  excitement  at  evenfng.  Female  medical  students  are 
not  gnilty  of  any  such  sins,  if  eins  they  are.  They  economize 
time  in  thought  and  study.  Better  still,  they  neither  chew, 
Bmoke  tobacco,  or  stultify  themselves  with  the  curse  of  the 
United  States, — whistey. 

Operative  sm^ry  is  not  their  forte.  Exact  familiarity  with 
the  intricacies  of  surgical  anatomy,  however,  is  one  of  the 
studies  in  which  female  medical  students  sometimes  excel. 
They  pursue  anatomy  with  earnestness,  so  that  they  occasion- 
ftlly  become  experts. 

If  they  Lave  not  the  reijuisite  fiminees  or  coolness  for 
cutting  down  into  a  region  of  vessels  and  nerves,  nor  a  strength 
of  arm  for  reducing  luxations,  they  are  quite  well  qualified  to 
detennine  the  extent,  gravity,  and  probable  extent  of  injuries. 

As  oculiets  and  aurieta,  they  might  achieve  great  distino- 
tion.  Ophthalmic  operations  are  neither  bloody,  very  painful, 
or  attended  with  liaeard  to  life.  With  their  natural  delicsey 
of  touch  and  thorough  acquaintance  with  the  structure  of  the 
eye  and  ear,  they  might  cure  deafness  and  extract  catai'actB 
jnst  as  skilfully  as  operators  of  the  other  gender.  The  first 
competent  female  ocnliat  who  commences  nnder  favorable 
atiflpiees,  conld  not  fail  of  snccese, — if  the  accumulation  of  a 
fortune  were  the  evidence  of  it. 

This  suggestion  is  for  their  consideration.  They  must  ex- 
pect to  encounter  opposition ;  he  misrepresented  and  abased, 
because  it  will  Jie  a  novel  interference  with  the  imagined  pre- 
rogatives of  those  BpeciahstB.  It  is  always  far  more  remunct^ 
fttive  than  ordinary  general  practice. 
26* 
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"Wliy  could  not  women  become  expert  dentists  also  i 
Their  tact  in  watchwork,  the  manufacture  of  rich  jewellery, 
penmaking,  and  some  other  artistic  employments  with  which 
they' are  identified,  besides  modelling,  designing,  painting,  and 
engraving,  in  each  and  all  of  which  they  succeed  admirably,  in- 
sure equal  success  in  the  practice  of  dentistry.  Filling  canons 
teeth,  inserting  artificial  ones,  taking  casts  of  gums,  restoring 
deft  palates  by  the  insertion  of  metallic  plates,  etc.,  are  all 
within  the  sphere  of  their  genius. 

Certainly  women  draw,  etch,  color,  conduct  photographic 
and  lithograpiiic  eatablishmeats ;  and  what  is  to  prevent  them 
from  extending  the  area  of  honest  enterprise  9  In  each  and  all 
of  those  callings  they  could  earn,  legitimately,  quite  as  much  as 
men,  and  what  is  to  prevent  them  from  being  equally  well 
compensated ! 

Mesial  Activitt. 

Great  undertakings  are  not  accomplislied  by  main  strength. 
Brain  force  is  that  specific  power  wielded  by  orators,  influential 
divines,  brilliant  commanders,  revolutionizing  writers,  disturb- 
ing politicians,  great  property-gatherers,  hold  projectors,  and  by 
all  those  men  and  women  who  leave  ineflaeeable  memoriala  of 
their  existence  in  the  archives  of  history. 

Neither  legislative  enactments,  denunciations  from  the 
ptilpit,  the  bitterness  of  reviewers,  the  decisions  of  unjust 
jndges,  or  the  giant  strength  of  money,  can  stay  the  march  of 
genias.  It  is  stronger  than  all  mechanical  powers  combined. 
Qenins  is  not  boisterous  or  presumptuous.  It  is  a  quiet  faculty. 
Pretenders  are  both  positive  and  superficial.  The  records  of 
history  and  the  experience  of  mankind  prove  that  women,  in 
capacity,  originality,  diligence,  thoronghnese,  skill,  and  intel- 
lectual acumen,  are  capable  of  accomplishing  in  art,  science. 


THE   WAYS  OF   WOMEN.  411 

and  literature,  wliatever  men  do  under  precisely  analogous  cir- 
cumstancea.  They  are  therefore  entitled  to  the  privilege  of 
embarking  on  the  sea  of  enterprise. 

Men  who  are  rated  vastly  beyond  their  merits,  harnessed 
in  petticoats,  laced  in  stays,  half-clad  in  gossamer  garments, 
corded  round  the  waist,  and  dieted  on  dry  toast  and  tea, 
restrained  by  arbitrary  custom  to  the  house  eleven  hours  in 
twelve,  breathing  impure  air,  instead  of  refreshing,  vitalized 
currents  out  of  door,  mounted  on  high  heels,  and  every  hair  on 
their  heads  put  upon  a  stretcli,  and  lield  back  by  iron  pins  and 
combs, — suddenly  called,  would  they  appear  to  any  better  advan- 
tage than  their  mothers,  wives,  and  sisters  ? 

Public  Opinion  a.  Restraint. 

Women  are  cruelly  hampered  and  restrained  by  the  fear  of 
what  may  be  said  of  them,  so  that  physically  and  intellectaally, 
they  appear  to  disadvantage. 

There  are  some  generous  enough  to  admit  that  women  have 
natural  rights  of  which  they  have  been  defrauded  by  law- 
makers. With  the  progress  of  liberal  sentiments,  a  gratiJying 
feature  of  modem-  civilization,  concessions  are  gradually  being 
made  to  them.  A  restoration  of  rights  and  privileges  must  be 
made. 

Theoretically — and  it  is  a  legal  tjction — a  man  and  wife  are 
one ;  " but  the  husband  is  the  <me"  said  a  female  orator  on  a 
notable  occasion. 
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BxcoBes  of  HoBbandfl — ^Biarriage— ParchAae  of  Belief — Helpmate— Monl  Be- 
flectionn — Happineee  in  ChUdren — Life  Expectation — ^WomAnljr  Affec- 
tion— Probabilities  of  Life— Excess  of  Female  PopolaticMD. 


I    * ' 

The  great  event  in  a  woman's  life  is  marriage.      They 
!•  reckon  from  the  epoch  of  their  marriage  as  a  point  of  de- 

parture.  It  is  the  first  milestone  on  the  highway  of  domestic 
relations  which  outranks  and  overtops  all  other  circamstances 
in  their  earthly  pilgrimage. 

They  begin  to  think  of  it  early,  without  having  any  very 
definite  views  of  the  responsibility  that  belongs  to  that  solemn 
connection. 

Universal  attention  is  given  to  the  subject  in  all  countries. 
yet  only  a  few  of  the  many  marry  precisely  to  their  liking. 

Were  it  possible  to  obtain  a  true  and  exact  knowledge  of 
the  amount  of  domestic  happiness  appertaining  to'  that  state, 
wedlock  would  make  some  strange  revelations. 

Very  excellent  ladies,  model  women  in  their  matrimonial 
relations,  are  often  wearing  a  mask  to  conceal  a  cancer  gnawing 
at  their  heart. 

They  are  compelled  to  be  hypocrites  to  the  end,  because 
respectability  is  everything.  To  assume  the  appearance  of 
happiness,  prevents  the  mortifying  comments  of  those  in  whose 
estimation  it  is  an  object  to  stand  well. 

Merchants,  bankers,  and,  indeed,  most  men  in  active  busi- 
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nes6  who  give  employment  to  young  men,  keep  them  at  an 
tinwarrantable  distance.  The  civility  of  inviting  them  to  their 
own  houses,  and  giving  them  the  acqnaintance  of  their  pleaeant 
familiee,  rarely  occurs,  however  much  their  clerks  may  have 
merited  their  esteem.  Some  become  dissipated  from  having  no 
respectable  places  to  visit, — none  to  give  them  an  encouraging 
recognition. 

How  many  such  neglected  conntingroom  dnidgea  become 
the  leading  men  of  tlie  day,  eventnally  taking  a  flight  entirely 
beyond  the  narrow  circle  from  which  their  patrons  excluded 
them  I  Splendid  husbands  might  have  been  discovered  in  snch 
neglected  worth,  by  attachments  formed  between  lovely  young 
ladies  and  poor  bat  deserving  young  men.  The  policy  of 
allowing  those  with  nothing  for  a  capital  bnt  unsullied  honor 
and  enterprise,  to  address  a  rich  man's  daughters,  by  no  means 
has  the  approval  of  a  managing  mother.  Her  ambition  is  to 
engineer  her  angels  into  favor  with  those  reputed  to  be  worth 
the  moat. 

Neither  heart  nor  principle  is  involved  in  the  speculation, 
as  matrimonial  adventures  are  now  conducted  on  both  sides  of 
the  Atlantic.  Women  are  notoriously  bought  or  sold  to  the 
highest  bidder.  Love  is  not  in  the  bai^in.  The  purchaser 
obtains  a  fool  with  her  dot,  and  she  a  rake  who  wishes  her 
nnder  ground  after  getting  control  of  the  funds.  Those  are 
the  matches  ending  in  divorce. 

Wore  yonng  ladies  satisfied  with  the  attentions  of  virtuous, 
unpretending  young  men,  whose  only  fault  is  their  poverty, 
what  gema  they  would  often  secnre  I  General  Washington 
offered  himself  to  a  lady  to  whom  lie  was  devotedly  attached, 
but  had  the  mortification  of  being  rejected  by  the  haughty 
heire^  because  he  was  only  a  major  without  property. 
She  atlerwarda   stood   at   a   window,   in    the   city   of    BulU- 
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more,  ns  that  spnmed  lover  passed  through  the  street,  lined 
on  cither  eido  hv  immenBe  multitudes  with  QQCovered  heads, 
— Freeidcnt  of  the  UQited  States  of  America,  the  saTiour 
of  hie  countiy,  whose  name  and  fame  will  hve  till  time  shall 
be  no  more.  8he  swooned,  and  was  removed  from  the  apart^ 
ment. 

In  marital  relations,  women  carry  the  heaviest  end  of  the 
beam.  Tliey  are  too  much  burdened  in  the  middle  walks  of 
life  with  cares,  and  consequently  they  suffer  more  than  men  in 
family  responsibilities,  especially  when  uncongenially  nnited. 

Excuses  of  Bad  Hcsbandb. 

Husbands  absent  themselves  from  disagreeable  homes  on  a 
plea  of  business,  when  an  apology  is  aeceseary.  Frivolons  pre- 
tences are  always  to  be  found  for  absence  without  exciting  par- 
ticular remark  that  might  eesentially  affect  their  moral  standing 
in  society,  were  the  exact  facts  of  the  case  known. 

Their  wives,  however  badly  treated  or  neglected,  cannot 
flee  so  readily  from  the  presence  of  one  who  abuses  them, 
without  raising  a  wliirlwind  of  nngencrous  surmieea  injurious 
to  their  reputation. 

No  tnie  woman  likes  to  face  a  tornado  of  scandal.  Men 
and  women  must  associate.  It  was  so  designed  from  the  liegin- 
ning.  Monastic  institntions,  which  interdict  matrimony,  are  at 
war  with  nature.  It  is  unnatural  and  opposed  to  a  fundamental 
law  of  life. 

A  society  which  forbids  the  association  of  males  and  fe- 
males on  a  basis  contemplated  in  this  proposition,  cannot  main- 
tain such  a  system  of  discipline  without  exercising  a  vigilance 
perfectly  despotic 


414  TBE  Wiia  OP"  1 

uior*,  as  tlut  fptuuKl  lotv  p^  ' 


rl«c4(r  dMMl- 


J 


I 


I 


THE  WATS  OF  WOMEN. 


Shakes  Celibacy. 


Tlie  Shakers  bave  probably  carried  the  experiment  as  far  as 
any  anomalouB  religious  sect,  aud  as  Enccessfully  too,  bo  far  as 
complete  non-intercourse  is  essential  in  their  creed.  They 
make  but  few  converts,  and  tbe  sect  would  soon  be  extinct  were 
it  not  for  the  children  they  gather  umong  sinners, 

Tbeir  ot^nization  is  recruited  from  sonrceB  tbey  absolutely 
condemn  as  sinful. 

"With  tljeir  wealth,  their  beautifully  cultivated  farms,  model 
gardens,  well-finished  brooms,  medi(;inal  herbs,  carefully  packed 
Beeds,  apple-sance,  and  some  other  nianu&ctures,  tbeir  societies 
may  be  held  together  through  one  or  two  more  generations. 
Thos  all  religious  monastic  associations  are  sustained — in  op- 
position to  a  law  of  nature. 

There  must  be,  inevitably,  a  last  day  in  their  calendar.  A 
dissolution  will  come,  because  they  are  opposed  to  a  law  of  God, 
on  which  tbe  perpetuity  of  races  depends.  It  can  neither  be 
modified  nor  repealed  by  human  effort.  Let  tbe  Shaker  doc- 
trines be  fully  sustained,  and  tbe  beautiful  earth  in  two  hun- 
dred years  would  not  have  one  human  being  on  its  surface. 

Institutions  antagonistic  to  laws  governing  our  physical  or- 
ganization, cannot  be  sustained.  There  may  be  a  temporary 
show  of  resistance,  and  a  pride  in  pretending  that  extraordinary 
exaltation  of  mind  is  attained  by  subordinating  all  emotions, 
passions,  and  instincts  to  the  empire  of  reason,  but  nature 
trinmpliB  at  last. 

Heligions  enthusiasts  are  prone  to  announce  tlieories  which 
they  proclaim  to  bo  decidedly  gratifying  to  the  Creator.  Can 
it  be  a  pleasure  to  that  ever-living  Power,  that  has  fashioned 
things  as  they  are  and  as  they  will  continue  to  be,  to  hare  in- 
tellectiul  beiags  in  perpetual  warfare  against  instinct,  with 
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Death  alone  can  give  them  their 


which  he  lias  endowed 
qnietns  I 

Still,  with  a  knowledge  of  the  physiological  endowments  of 
nature,  they  make  nnrelaxing  efforts,  and  bigots  run  mad  with 
pent-up  wrath,  because  they  cannot  rule  Supremely  and  forco 
their  dogmas  and  crotchets  down  the  throats  of  unbelievers. 


Marbiaqe. 

A  majority  of  mankind,  wherever  located,  savage,  barbae 
0U8,  or  enlightened  by  education,  act  in  strict  accordance  with 
natural  laws,  conducive  to  health,  morals,  and  happiness. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  discuss  the  subject  to  prove  the  tmth 
of  this  proposition. 

Thus  it  has  been  since  Adam  resided  in  the  garden  of  Eden, 
and  BO  it  will  be  while  men  and  women  are  in  existence. 

Matrimony  is  an  ancient  institution,  but  the  misery  of  be- 
ing mis-matched  is  a  condition  of  wretchedness,  wiiich  senti- 
mental reformers  will  find  it  hard  to  remedy.  If  a  couple  are 
joined  in  wedlock,  and  subsequently  discover  that  they  are  mia- 
mated,  it  is  a  tedious  process  to  relieve  themselves  of  the  misery 
of  that  relation. 

In  countries  making  no  pretensions  to  civilization,  when 
parties  discover  they  are  not  congenial  to  each  other,  they  simply 
separate.  That  is  a  relief  which  the  civil  law,  and  certainly  ec- 
clesiastical law,  very  tardily  and  reluctantly  permits. 

Were  it  possible  for  contracting  parties  to  undei-stand  each 
other  before  marriage,  in  regard  to  temperament,  disposition, 
moral  feelings,  and  tendencies  of  character,  it  would  be  a  bless- 
ing to  both,  since  they  could  avoid  many  of  those  fonns  of  nn- 
happiness  that  lead  to  dissatisfaction,  hate,  and,  lastly,  revenge, 
which  occasionally  closes  the  drama  of  married  life,  before  tha 
real  purpose  and  responsibilities  of  the  compact  are  understood. 
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Some  women  imagine  tlieir  lovers  are  to  contbue  picking 
up  their  gloves  from  the  altar  to  three  score  and  ten.  SlUy  men 
appear  snrprised  that  the  angels  thej  have  caged  wtar  ehoea, 
and  actually  possess  etomaclia.  Of  course,  where  there  is  nei- 
ther judgment  nor  oomniQii-sense  for  guidance,  there  is  no 
binding  principle. 

Assuming  that  men  and  women  were  designed  to  live 
together,  it  is  a  problem  with  divines  and  legislators  how 
to  regulate  marriage  so  as  to  secure  equal  rights,  without 
caring  a  &g  about  the  domestic  happiness  of  those  entering 
upon  that  solepin  contract.  The  law  looks  after  jiroperty, 
and  regulates  the  disposition  of  it  in  every  contingency,  grow 
ing  out  of  the  discontent  or  separation  of  those  who  have  been 
legally  joined. 

No  combination  of  circumstances  produces  such  real  felicity 
as  the  relation  of  husband  and  wife,  when  congenially  united. 
If  not  cordially  associated,  then  it  is  an  intolerable  bondage, 
hard  tu  bear. 

Ecclesiastical  laws  contemplate  a  secure  binding,  lea\-ing  the 
parties  without  escape  from  miseries  which  may,  and  certainly 
do,  follow  inbamionioug  marriages. 

When  united,  as  it  has  repeatedly  liappencd  in  this  country, 
as  the  parties  supposed,  in  jest,  on  a  festive  oocasiuii,  and  it  was 
subsequently  discovered  the  ceremony  had  actually  been  per- 
formed by  a  magiEtrate,  unknown  to  them,  in  tliat  official  char- 
acter, it  has  been  held  in  law  that  they  were  bnsband  and  wife, 
although  entirely  contrary  to  the  wishes  or  expectation  of  both 
sufferers. 

Such  a  connection,  it  would  seem,  in  equity  and  reason, 
onght  not  to  be  obligatory.     But  the  civil,  and,  perhaps,  eccle- 
siastical tribunals  concur  in  holding  the  parties  to  all  the  obliga- 
tions that  bind  consenting,  loving  couples. 
27 
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Such  marriages  oumot  be  difleolftsd  without  wading  through 
tedious  aii'l  exjieiiftiTe  l^;al  -proceate^  and  a  free  expenditure  of 
money,  whiL-h  Ia»t  power  carries  moie  weight  with  it  than  the 
eternal  principles  of  justice. 

Communities  are  agitated  bj  occasional  accidental  mazrisgea 
Souietiines  a  deep  plot  is  laid,  and  one  of  the  parties  is  misos- 
]»cctingly  duped  into  the  trap  matrimonial  bjr  an  irrepresBibk 
lover  or  fortune-hunter. 

Courts  are  invoked,  and  I^islative  bodies  implored  for 
special  acts  for  emancipation  from  wretchednesB  that  can  onlj 
terminate  with  death,  if  no  relief  is  afforded  at  the  fountain 
from  whence  the  law  had  its  origin. 

Nothing  can  be  accomplished  by  the  nnhappj  poor  in  that 
dilemma,  but  what  they  Jo  for  themselves.  Women  commit 
suicide*  and  men  run  away  beyond  the  knowledge  of  those  who 
may  have  known  them.  It  is  useless  for  those  without  funds 
to  pray  tribunals  to  break  the  chains  that  hold  them  in  uncon- 
genial wedlrxk,  and  let  them  go  free  again,  even  when  the 
petition  is  a  mutual  prayer  of  the  aggrieved  sufferers. 

PUBCHASE  OF  BELIEF. 

Paving  tlie  way  to  justice  with  dollars,  is  the  modem 
method  of  making  a  quick  passage  over  a  rough  road.  Money 
is  omnipotent  with  magistrates,  who  care  more  for  mammon 
than  the  approval  of  conscience. 

There  is  a  cry  for  a  modification  of  certain  laws  for  the 
special  l>enefit  of  the  unhappy  in  marriage,  to  arrest  the  pro- 
gress of  demoralization  in  the  land. 

It  is  asserted  by  Oriental  travellers  that  there  is  far  more 
domestic  felicity  in  those  far  off,  unchristian  countries,  where 
wives  are  purchased,  and  even  among  savages,  whom  instinct. 
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and  not  Bentimeiit,  guides  in  tlie  choice  of  a  wife,  than  witlt  us, 
where  law  binds,  but  reluctantly  unbinds,  the  tangled  web  of 
infelicities,  which  sometimes  characterize  matrimony. 

A  grave  question  with  moral'sts  is  this,  viz. :  Has  any 
government  positive,  unquestionable  authority  for  iiiif-osing 
obligations  upon  men  and  women,  that  it  would  be  a  violation 
of  a  divine  law  to  abrogate,  if  they  failed  to  secure  the  purposes 
for  which  they  were  enacted  ? 

There  is  such  manifest  dissatisfaction  all  over  the-  United 
States,  with  legislative  action  respecting  matrimonial  afEairs, 
that  some  new  legal  principle  is  urgently  demanded  to  meet  the 
eraei^ncy. 

As  it  is,  divorces  are  as  common  as  revolutions  among  dis- 
8atie6ed  politicians.  Even  the  descendants  of  the  Puritans, 
priding  themselves  on  their  law-abiding  character  for  propriety, 
have  become  restless.  Nowhere  is  there  more  wretchedness  in 
matrimonial  bonds  than  in  the  New  England  Btates, — largely 
tracing  their  origin  to  the  voyagers  of  tlie  Mayflower. 
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Helpkate. 

Not  unfrequently  the  press  repreeenfs  that  women  are 
ofteiier  to  blame  than  men,  in  squabbles  for  emancipation. 
The  cry  comes  from  all  points  that  female  education,  as  now 
conducted,  quite  ignores  those  homely  notions  once  in  repute, 
that  a  wife  shonld  be  a  helpmate. 

Women  have  witching  powers  of  fascination  for  leading  silly, 
as  well  OS  well-balanced  intellectual  men  wherever  they  choose. 
But  the  contrary  creatures  themselves  cannot  be  driven  an  indi. 

In  this  fact  is  discoverable  the  origin  of  many  family 
troubles,  culminating  in  inefiable  misery,  wliich  nothing  shdrl 
of  divorce  can  a 
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Climate  exerts  a  baneful  iofliience  on  some  temperaments  at 
the  North.  Nearer  the  tropiee,  divorces  are  less  frei^uent,  eveu 
among  tliose  who  have  no  educational  advantages. 

The   clergy,  claiming  to   interpret   the   Divine  Will,  un-   " 
'willing  to  relinquish  their  hold  upon  the  maaees,  are  accused  of 
keeping  old  theories  and  old  customs  alive  too  long. 

Law  or  no  law,  human  or  divine,  when  a  couple  discover  an 
incompatibility  for  each  other,  they  generally  act  independently 
of  legislative  requirements, — braving  the  deuunciationa  of  the 
pulpit. 

Where  obstacles  are  interposed  which  cannot  legally  be  re- 
moved for  the  accommodation  of  one  of  the  parties,  enormous 
crimes  are  often  perpetrated  tmder  the  idea  of  regaining  lost 
liberty. 

Cruelties,  suicide,  and  murder  are  the  had  consequences  of 
compulsory  laws,  obliging  those  to  drag  out  life  in  riveted 
wretchedness  who  desire  separation. 

A  Qdestion  BEaARDiHO  Divorce. 

But  divorces  ought  not  to  be  granted  on  a  trifling  pretext. 
When  a  man  and  wife  declare  their  determination  not  to  reside 
together,  for  reasons  best  known  to  themselves,  cogent  and 
right  in  their  own  deliberate  estimation,  what  is  gained  for 
public  morals  by  keeping  their  shackles  riveted  for  ever  i 

Neither  society,  religion,  nor  the  State,  is  benefited  by  an  un- 
relaxing  policy  which  would  see  both  mined  for  earth,  and  nn- 
litted  for  heaven,  in  the  agony  of  their  uncongenial  condition. 

Wliile  we  are  unflinching  advocates  for  marriage,  based  on 
affection,  it  seems  cmel  to  open  no  avenue  for  escape  under  cir- 
cumstances which  plead  for  sympathy  and  relief. 

It  is  useless  to  attempt  the  development  of  love  or  peraonii] 
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respect  bj  Iftw.  A  phjaiological  ailment,  that  celibscj  ie 
unfavorable  to  longevity,  never  hurried  any  one  into  matri- 
mony on  the  ground  that  it  waa  solely  for  the  purpose  of  sftving 
life. 

MoRAT,  Reflections. 

Men  and  women  iiuinarried  have  a  weaker  hold  iijH)n  Iifa 
than  the  married.  Were  the  institution  abolished,  public 
health  and  public  morals  would  reduce  society  first  to  con- 
f  neion,  and  then  to  chaos. 

Mankind  cannot  be  sustained  in  soundness  without  obeying 
laws  on  which  the  perpetnity  of  a  race  depends. 

Marriage,  then,  not  only  elevates  humanity,  bot  also  gives 
us  a  stronger  hold  upon  life.  Single  men  or  single  women  do 
not  live  as  many  years  as  the  married,  all  things  being  equal, 
nor  are  they  as  free  from  indisposition  on  an  average. 

A  minute  ex  em  pi  ifi  est  ion  of  this  assertion  would  be  too 
professional,  hence  illustrations  are  omitted.  Every  medical 
practitioner  could  verify  this  statement  from  the  records  of  his 
own  practice,  were  it  necessary. 

In  1869,  the  following  statistical  information  was  chronicled 
in  Illinois,  abundantly  proving  as  ranch  as  may  be  required  for 
sustaining  an  opinion  tliat  mattecs  are  loosely  conducted  in  one 
State,  if  not  in  all,  calculated  to  rouse  tlie  apprehension  of 
moralists  in  regard  to  the  future  condition  of  a  Cliristian  com- 
munity : — 

"  Two  hundred  and  aeTenty-fonr  aspirants  for  widowhood, 
ont  of  a  total  of  454,  filed  their  palters  in  that  court,  and  195 
discontented  husbands  appealed  to  the  same  tribunal.  The 
whole  niimlier  of  divorce  snits  commenced  in  the  three  courts  in 
1869,  was  723  against  430  tlie  previous  year.  Four  hundred  and 
fifty-four  of  these  were  brought  by  wives,  and  269  by  husbands. 


The  '  better  balf,'  it  will  be  seen  from  this,  ie  the  most  restive  ' 
lialf  in  tbe  hymeneal  eonpling  by  considerable.  Of  the  4 
.  wives  who  sought  release  from  the  yote  of  matrimony,  30-4 
•were  made  happy  by  liberation,  and  150  were  remanded  back 
to  the  galling  bondage.  The  husbandB  fared  somewhat  better  ' 
in  proportion,  as  they  generally  contrive  to  do,  and  191  out  of 
the  total  269  were  sent  on  their  way  rejoicing  to  seek  new 
aflinities."  ' 

Life-insnrance  companies  are  gradually  gathering  in  a  mass 
of  statistical  illustrations  confirmatory  of  these  views,  some 
of  which  are  quite  new  in  their  physiological  bearing ;  at  least, 
they  have  never  been  so  plainly  and  intelligibly  demonstrated 
in  a  popular  form.  Tliey  are  liygienic  discoveries,  sent  forth 
like  pilots  to  guide  those  who  are  authorized  to  take  risks  in 
the  issue  of  policies. 

Unfortunately  for  themselves,  women  seem  to  consider 
maternity  a  disease,  and,  therefore,  accompanied  by  a  hazard 
which  many  are  nnwilling  to  incur.  Confinements,  slight  and 
temporary  as  they  are  in  ordinary  childbirth,  are  contemplated 
by  insurance  offices  as  sickness,  perilling  life.  Cliildhirth  is 
not  a  disease.  It  is  not  a  condition  that  should  give  the 
slightest  apprehension  of  danger.  To  become  a  mother  is 
equivalent  to  having  a  longeriease  of  life.  The  oldest  women 
are  those  who  have  borne  many  children. 

Formerly,  those  who  had  had  the  largest  number  were  moat 
honored.  Xow,  those  having  the  fewest,  or  none  at  all,  are 
complimented  as  fortunate  beings. 


Happiness  in  Children.     • 

Children  are  not  a  curee,  though  they  are  sometimes  sources 
of  great  solicitude  and  care.     On  the  contrary,  they  are  blee 
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ingB,  even  to  those  whose  means  are  most  restricted,  as  might 
be  Bbown  were  it  of  consequence  to  reiterate  what  ib  tmivereftliy 
admitted  to  be  true  in  all  countries  and  among  all  orders  of 


Large  families  present  a  strong  front,  but  a  childless  house- 
hold ia  a  desolate  place  before  the  sands  of  life  hare  ran 
out. 

Children  are  a  national  blessing.  Mothers  of  many  are  the 
safety  of  a  state.  Those  without  them  have  contributed 
nothing  to  humanity.  Who  is  to  rise  up  to  call  them 
blessed? 

Examples  of  extreme  longevity  have  been  recorded  of 
females  who  had  never  been  mothers.  ■  Such,  however,  are  ex- 
ceptions to  the  general  law  of  feminine  life. 

K  it  could  1)6  ascertained  what  the  precise  condition  may 
have  been  of  those  represented  to  have  died  in  childbed,  it  is 
probable  it  would  appear  they  died  in  most  instances  from 
other  causes.  During  gestation,  tuberoulons  affections  of  the 
Innge  and  scrofulous  diflieulties  that  were  undermining  the  con- 
stitution, are  usually  partially  suspended,  that  the  new  being  in 
its  ombryotic  state  in  atero  miy  be  developed.  After  its  birth, 
the  malady  kept  in  abeyance  then  resumes  its  destructive 
course. 

Natnre  steps  in  with  a  helping  hand,  keeping  back  the 
messenger  of  death  till  the  new  candidate  for  life  comes  into 
the  worid  to  be  sustained  independently  of  the  maternal 
system. 

This  is'a  featara  of  such  striking  import,  that  it  cannot  be 
viewed  in  any  other  way  than  a  special  provision  for  meeting 
an  emergency. 

It  is  a  further  subject  of  curions  philosophical  interest,  that 
medical  reminiscences  also  furnish  proofs  of  perfect  restoration 
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to  liealtb,  from  feeLle  emai'iation,  during  the  monUiB  of  gesta- 
tion. Tlie  system  had  time  for  recuperating  during  a  suspen- 
Eion  of  a  disease ;  and,  once  gaining  an  ascendency,  the  vital 
forces  were  able  to  maintain  the  advantage  after  parturition. 


Life  Espectatiok. 

By  marriage,  the  expectations  of  life  are  enhanced  and  im- 
proved.    In  that  relation,  women  live  longer  than  men. 

Widows  have  more  vitality  than  widowers,  all  other  things 
being  equal,  and  a  majority  of  theui  are  alive,  when  wtdowere 
are  very  considerably  reduced  in  numbers,  in  any  given  area  of 
country.  This  difference  is  due  to  the  better  hahits  of  women. 
They  are  more  serene,  secretive,  and  less  exposed  to  debilitat- 
ing excitement. 

Women  are  more  reserved  than  men,  less  frequently  thrown 
into  abandoned  society,  and  when  their  suspicions  are  roused, 
that  contaminating  influences  are  approaching,  they  resist  de- 
moralizing attacks  far  more  heroically,  besides  being  character- 
istically more  consistent  and  conservative. 

Single  ladies,  especially  in  New  England,  are  prone  to  en- 
gage in  reformatory  schemes.  They  are  prodigiously  resolnte 
in  their  efforts  to  compel  the  world  to  believe  in  their  pre-con- 
ceived  standard  of  right 

Other  States  furnish  a  few  strong  female  representative 
minds,  devotedly  working  to  keep  the  social  elements  in  com- 
motion, that  they  may  finally  settle  down  in  conformity  to 
their  theoretical  ideal  of  political,  social,  and  moral  equality  on 
earth. 

Married  lailies  less  frequently  exhibit  themselves  on  plat- 
forms as  agitators.  When  they  do  ascend  the  rostrum,  how- 
ever, and  once  put  their  hands  to  the  plow,  there  is  energy,  but 
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always  less  powerfol  than  exliibitioaa  of  single  womciij  when 
they  are  fnlly  persuaded  tliej  have  a  mighty  missioQ  to  per- 
form. 

When  a  married  woman  dives  into  a  sea  of  political  strife, 
or  rouses  the  community  by  sensational  appeals,  wore  the  pre- 
cise motives  influencing  her  truly  known,  it  would  be  found  it 
was  only  a  safety  valve,  by  whieii  she  endeavors  to  make  an  es- 
cape from  some  domestic  infelicity  at  home,  or  to  divert  tlie  at- 
tention of  the  public  from  herself  to  herself.  It  is  not  applaueo 
that  is  sought.  She  is  striving  to  conceal  something,  the  publi- 
cation of  which  might  pluuge  her  to  the  depths  of  unhappiness. 

The  appearance  of  ladies  in  unnatural  [>OBit:on3,  officiating 
as  political  orators,  reformers,  preaching,  figuring  as  military 
officers,  and  similar  performances,  which  their  orpmization,  thin 
drees,  education,  and  habits  forbid,  in  the  Judgment  of  man- 
kind, and  the  promptings  of  their  own  fomimne  instincts,— it  is 
morally  certain  there  is  something  to  be  concealed. 

On  ascending  the  pulpit  or  the  forum,  either  to  plead 
causes  or  expound  theology,  it  may  be  desnmed  that  those  posi- 
tions are  only  waste-gates,  through  which  are  floated  away 
pent-up  nervousness. 

WouANLT  AFFBcnoxe. 

Yearnings  of  the  heart  in  women  require  objects  on  which 
to  bestow  those  outgushings  of  love,  which  belong  to  their 
nature.  If  disappointed  in  youth,  the  fire  never  goes  out,  even 
in  advanced  age. 

It  bums  with  intensity  in  middle  life,  but  may  be  modified 
by  new  relations,  which  divert  the  mind  from  a  perpetual  con- 
templation of  unrequited  aflfection,  cruel  neglects,  or  slander- 
ous insinuations,  which  embitter  the  soul. 
27* 


"  Eftrtli  hu  no  rngc  like  love  to  hstred  to. 
Or  hell  ft  turj  like  a  womsji  epnnieil." 

In  a  prize  essay  on  the  physical  signs  of  longevity  in  mao, 
poblishcd  in  1869  by  the  Popular  Life  Insurance  Company, 
it  is  laid  down  as  a  remarkable  circumstance,  that  when  the 
glow  and  warm  blood  of  youth  have  cooled  with  an  increase 
of  years,  single  women  are  exceedingly  prone  to  embark  in 
some  radical  scheme  or  iem,  quite  in  contrast  with  their  former  ' 
tenor  of  life. 

If,  says  that  paper,  they  embrace  religious  or  political  doc- 
trines, quite  unthought  of,  or  which,  perliaps,  it'  reflected  upon 
carelessly,  had  made  no  permanent  impression,  there  is  no 
calculating  upon  the  force  of  their  enthusiasm. 

In  Europe,  an  exoess  of  vitality  in  the  sex  is  exliausted  ia 
some  other  direction. 

New-England  women  find  no  outlet  to  their  c 
cumulation  of  mental  force  giving  such  immediate  relief   \ 
facing  assemblies  of  dissatisfied  persons  like  tliemselveB, 

Single  women,  however  mentally  moved  to  revolutionize  a  \ 
village  or  the  State,  with  all  the  strain  brought  to  bear  on  a 
fragile  system  in  the  promulgation  of  the  cause  they  may  have 
eeponsed,  have  a  stronger  hold  on  life,  and  a  better  prospect  of 
old  age  than  single  revolutionary  men,  eimply  because  they 
neitber  smoke,  cliew  tobacco,  drink  to  excess,  carouse  at  places 
of  entertainment,  or  keep  very  late  hours  in  protracted  exdte- 
ments. 

Their  regularity  in  diet,  and  freedom  from  common  disaipa^ 
tions  which  disgrace  men,  are  anchors  that  moor  them  taitAf 
in  a  aea  of  social  commotion. 

"Wliile  on  this  subject,  it  may  be  of  some  service  to  female 
readers  to  have  the  views  of  discreet  medical  statisticians  oa 
conditions  which  are  inherited,  affecting  their  longevity,  diawn 
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from  the  same  Bonrce  from  whence  was  extracted  the  paragraph 
on  female  reformere. 

Probabilitiss  in  Reoakd  to  Life. 

First.  Both  men  and  women,  horn  of  a  parentage  remark- 
able for  long  life,  inherit  vitality,  and  are  generally  tenacious 
of  life. 

They  occaeionally  reach  a  very  advanced  period,  being  rarely 
the  victims  of  acute  epidemic  diseases. 

Second.  Oliildren  bora  of  parents,  one  bnt  not  both  of 
■whom  inherited  long  life,  do  not  equally  inherit  vitality. 

Id  a  considerable  number  of  brothers  and  Bisters  thus  born, 
some  of  them  will  live  to  l>e  aged,  but  not  all. 

Third.  Men  or  women  with  particularly  long  bodies,  other- 
wise well  developed,  and  governed  by  all  the  circumetaneee  and 
couditions  heretofore  noted,  give  satisfactory  physical  signs  of  a 
long  life. 

J^ourth.  Married  women  who  have  been  mothers,  if  in  c-om- 
fortable  circnmstanees,  especially  in  the  country,  have  the 
prospect  of  a  longer  life  than  those  who  have  not  bonis 
obildEen, 

jFJ/VA.  Widows  have  not  the  prospect  of  so  long  a  life  as 
married  women, 

Siwt/t.  Widowers  have  not  a  prospect  of  so  long  a  life  aa 
married  men.  Married  persons,  if  happily  connected,  have  a 
prospect  of  a  longer  life  than  if  nnmarried. 

Seventh.  Unmarried  women,  in  health,  easy  in  their  circnra- 
etances,  and  pleasantly  conditioned  in  eodety,  have  a  prospect 
of  a  longer  life  than  nnmarried  men  of  the  same  social  etaad- 
ing. 

.^hth.  Trnmarried  women,  dependent  npon  tlieir  own  per- 
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sonal  cffortB,  and  harassed  by  anxieties,  have  not  a  prospect  o 
lung  life. 

Ninth.  Excitable,  fractious  men  or  women,  when  married 
who  are  subject  to  paroxysms  of  sudden  anger,  peril  their  pre 
I  J^  spects  of  a  long  life. 

Tenth.  Both  men  and  women,  although   in  easy  cirvuni 
stances,  if  of  a  jealous,  irritable  disposition,  or  subject  to  morosi 
exhibitions  of  temper,  married  or  unmarried,  have  not  a  pre 
i  ;•  spect  of  long  life.     Still,  a  few  out  of  many  may  sometime 

!  live  to  be  aged. 

Eleventh.  Men  or  women  who  have  changed  their  residenc 
from  a  cold  or  moderately  temperate  climate  of  one  contineni 
to  a  similar  one  on  another,  if  comfortable  in  ciroumsftances 
and  industrious  and  correct  in  their  habits,  do  not  have  thei 
vitality  impaired. 

Twelfth.  Men  or  women  who  remove  from  one  continent  t< 
another,  as  from  Europe  to  America,  or  from  America  t^ 
Europe,  if  inclined  to  excesses  which  impair  vital  force  .ma^ 
die  prematurely. 

Excess  of  Female  Population. 

Females  in  the  New-England  States  already  outnumbe: 
the  male  population  at  particular  points ;  and  there  is  a  socia 
cause  operating  that  will  give  a  female  majority  in  all  o: 
them  witliin  a  few  years. 

An  excess  of  females  in  nearly  all  the  large  cities  of  tht 
Atlantic  coast,  from  Maine  to  Wasliington,  is  an  unfortunate 
circumstance  for  the  prosperity  of  the  nation,  as  it  is  foi 
humanity. 

It  is  impossible  for  them  all  to  have  husbands,  simply  he- 
cause  there  are  not  men  enough,  numerically,  to  meet  the  case 
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provided,  in  all  other  respecta,  the  way  were  dear  for  honor- 
able marriage, 

A  discrepancy  is  an  argument  for  providing  for  an  increas- 
ing army  of  females  proper  and  remnnerative  employments.  It 
must  be  done,  or  fearful  conBoquencea,  poverty,  destitntion, 
demoralization,  crime,  and,  indeed,  a  deplorable  moral  deso- 
lation, will  certainly  ensue. 

If  tliey  could  be  induced  to  cast  their  bread  upon  the 
waters  of  hope,  in  the  fruitful  regions  of  the  West,  where 
men  are  vastly  more  numerous  than  women,  their  protec- 
tion would  be  complete,  and  they  might  safely  calculate  upon 
tljat  measure  of  security,  happiness,  and  ultimate  indepen- 
dence, which  flows  from  virtuous  and  well-directed  efforts. 

Here  is  a  statistical  synopsis  of  the  population  of  the  globe, 
with  B  clasfiiflcation.* 


I 


*  There  nre  on  the  globe  1,288,000.000  Bonis,  of  wUlch 

860,000,000  are  ot  the  CauMsikn  nee. 

652,000,000  ue  of  the  Mongol  race. 

100,000,000  are  ot  the  Ethiopian  tace. 

1711,000,000  are  of  the  MaUf  raca. 

1.000,000  are  ot  the  ludo-Ameiioui  race. 

Tht>rGftra  3,543  language  spoken,  and  1,000  dlHerent  religlona. 

The  rearlf  mortalit;  of  the  globe  Is  33^33,833  peisona.  This  is  at  the 
rale  ot  ei,&54  per  day,  3,730  per  hoar,  62  per  minat«^  So  each  pulsation  of 
thii  lifiart  marks  the  decease  ol  some  homan  creatore. 

The  avenge  of  bmnao  life  Js3S  jeare. 

One-tourth  of  the  population  dies  at  or  hefore  the  age  of  serea  jeus, 

Ooe-tialf  at  or  before  seventeen  fears. 

Among  10,000  persona  one  arrives  at  tbe  age  of  100  jwt ;  one  In  SOO 
attains  the  age  ot  80  ;  and  one  in  100 11  Tea  to  the  age  of  SO. 

Married  men  live  longer  than  single  ones. 

In  1,000  persons  OS  marry,  and  more  marriagea  occar  In  June  and  Deoem- 
bcr  than  lo  any  oiher  month  of  the  year. 

One-ughth  of  the  whole  population  is  military.  * 

Professions  exercise  a  great  iaBiience  on  longevity.  In  1,000  individuals 
who  arrive  at  the  age  ot  70  yean,  43  are  prietts,  orators,  or  pnbUe  speakers, 
SO  are  agricolturiats,  SS  aiv  workmen,  32  are  soldiers  or  miUtary  employfa, 
,  M  advocates  or  engineers,  37  proteason,  and  34  doctor*. 
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It  is  evident  that  there  is  no  time  to  lose,  if  there  is  a  ray  of* 
ambition  to  turn  life  to  the  best  account. 

There  is  not  only  a  perpetual  yearning  for  something  more 
than  we  have,  but  a  strife  also  for  positions  that  promise, 
either  truly  or  theoretically,  to  facilitate  the  acquisition  of  that 
in  which  much  happiness  is  imagined  to  exist. 


Those  wlio  devote  their  liyes  to  the  prolongation  of  others  die  the  Boonest. 

There  are  886,000,000  Christians. 

There  are  5,000,000  IsraeUtes. 

There  are  60,000,000  Asiatic  religionists. 

There  are  190,000,000  MahometaxiB. 

There  are  800,000,000  Pagans.         % 

In  the  Christian  Churches^ 

170,000,000  profess  the  Roman  Oatholie. 

75,000,000  profess  the  Greek  faith. 

80,000,000  profess  the  Protestant. 


» 
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Laws  of  D«sconl — Bvoliilion — Marriage  o(  Whites  with  Blacka — Muntal  and 
Phjrical   DeterioratioD — Manly   Perteciiou — InheriWd    Virtuea — Belec- 


Eow  far  and  to  what  extent  we  are  accoantable  (or  what,  to 
onr  8hort4ightedne6s,  Beems  quite  beyond  control,  is  a  qnestion 
to  be  pondered  upon  by  those  who  aseume  to  be  wise  where 
others  are  in  doabt. 

Our  exiBtence  is  forced  upon  ns.  It  is  a  destiny,  and,  there- 
fore, no  way  within  the  sphere  of  our  volitions. 

Were  we  conseiouely  alive  before  being  united  with  perish- 
able Iiumanity,  and  it  were  optional  with  us  to  change  relations, 
and  become  associated  with  a  body  subjected  to  the  vieissitndea 
which  are  inseparable  from  existence  on  eartii,  how  many 
would  probably  hazard  the  enterprise  1 

Kothiug  in  the  divine  economy  is  naorc  marvellons  than  the 
saccesBion  of  animals  and  plants. 

Wonderfully  ingenious  contriranijes  are  invented,  which 
perform  operations  so  complicated  and  extraordinary,  tliat  an 
unsuspecting  observer  would  be  ready  to  admit  that  the  move- 
ments indicated  a  spirit  of  intelligence.  Such  may  be  the  com- 
bination of  wheels,  springs,  and  weights,  as  to  ap[>car  likq  the 
phenomena  of  life.  And  yet,  life  anrpsAsca  the  comprehension 
of  the  profoundest  investigators,  and  the  moat  learned  in  science. 
Ingeniously  devised  as  machines  may  be,  none  of  them  keep 
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themselves  Id  repair,  or  reprodnce  Bimilar  tnachinea  wlien  the  I 
old  ones  are  broken  or  worn  out. 

Nature,  superior  and  supreme,  does  both.  One  geueratioa 
succeeds  another,  supplying  the  world  with  new  and  vigorous 
laborers  for  uniuterrupted  progress.  The  fountain  from  whence 
flows  a  river  of  life  is  exhaustlcss.  Though  man  dies,  and  in- 
dividuftU  are  forgotten  in  the  revolutions  of  time,  jet  while  | 
the  globe  moves  in  its  orbit,  men  will  be  in  existance  to  snper-  ! 
intend  the  domain  to  which  they  belong. 

With  the  progress  of  discovery,  we  have  had  glimpses  of 
wrecks  of  ancient  cities,  and  examined  skeletons  of  monster 
animals,  tliat  once  had  exclusive  possession  of  this  fair  country,   , 
at  a  period  so   vastly  remote,  that  neither  chronologists  nor  I 
geologists  agree  upon  the  number  of  centuries  those  osseous 
remains  have  been  hermetically  sealed  up  in  rocks,  or  concealed  i 
in  the  bowels  of  the  earth. 

Marine  shells  on  the  summits  of  the  highest  mountains, 
raised  to  their  lofty  elevation  by  upheaval  forces  &om  the 
depths  of  primitive  seas,  testify  to  mighty  revolutions  iu  the 
physical  aspect  of  the  land  and  sea. 


EVOLDTlOy. 

A  query  has  been  advanced  as  to  whether  the  lineal 
descendants  of  any  progenitor  in  families  now  recognized  as 
representatives  of  ancient  types,  bear  a  resemblance  to  those 
from  whence  their  existence  was  derived. 

Learned  inquirers  contend  that  there  has  been  a  gradual 
evolution  going  on  from  the  very  creation  of  each  and  every 
race  now  in  existence,  and,  therefore,  the  last  in  the  series  mnst  • 
bo    entirely   different    in    structure,    and,    consequently,   has  I 
modified  tendencies,  instincts,  and  propensities. 
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This  ifl  a  new  doctrine  with  an  increasing  ecIiooI  of  disoipleB. 

From  tlie  simplest  forms,  according  to  tiie  new  tLeory,  com- 
plicated BtructorM  and  exterior  forms  far  more  perfect  have 
been  developed,  and,  therefore,  better  calculated  for  awstaininj 
higlier  relations  than  tljoae  from  which  they  originally  sprang, 
far  back  in  the  realms  of  chaos.  Germs  conld  not  have  pos- 
flcesed  cither  volition  or  locomotive  force. 

AsBiiming  that  man  was  at  first  a  granule,  a  mere  Bpeck,  a 
germ  floating  in  a  fathomlese,  illiniitable  ocean  of  space,  in 
which  was  embodied  an  inherent  vitalization,  alwaja  exerting 
itself  by  unconscious  cflbrts  to  push  out  further,  and  to  become 
larger,  stronger,  and,  perhape,  liave  organs  of  prehension,  it  la 
qnite  as  difficult  to  manage  the  problem  of  a  first  commence- 
ment of  the  spark  of  life,  as  to  acconnt  for  the  nianifestations 
of  intellect. 

IIow  long  men  have  walked  on  two  feet  or  had  a  brain 
capable  of  reasoning,  eludes  the  prying  indnatry  of  paleon- 
ijtologiats.  8ome  are  becoming  bold  in  their  detenninationa  to 
the  Mosaic  co6m<^ny.  They  pretend  to  believe  that 
nun  has  been  on  this  earth  far  longer  than  the  eacred  historian 
repreeenta,  if  a  true  interpretation  has  been  rendered  of  tho 
inspired  narrative. 

If  the  mastodon,  and  the  great  sanrian  reptiles  almost  one 
hundred  feet  in  lengUi,  were  extinct  ten  thousand  years  ago, 
Bome  have  the  presnmption  to  assert  that  man  was  hero  with 
them. 

A  few  uTow-beads,  fonnd  sticking  fast  in  a  aknll  of  a 
gigantic  monster  that,  theoretically,  has  been  dead  ten  thousand 
years,  is  brought  in  support  of  the  proposition.  They  assume 
it  as  almost  conclusive  evidence  that  men  of  those  times  were 
bnntera,  and  that  flint-armed  arrows  were  fabricated  by  them 
for  killing  game.     That  was  the  stone  age. 
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It  might  be  asserted  with  equal  propriety,  that  those  a] 
mala  have  not  been  extinct  one  thousand  jeara. 

Let  all  speculations  of  that  kind  pass,  since  our  geologic 
1 1 1  acquirements  are  not  so  firmly  fixed  but  they  may  undei] 

many  modifications  in  the  progress  of  further  discoveries. 

Theories  are  easily  constructed  and  unceremoniously  aha 
doncd  without  loss.    We  have  penetrated  but  a  little  way  in 
t .  the  crust  of  the  earth,  where  strange  things  will  come  to  tl 

14*  surface  to  astonish  naturalists  at  some  remote  future. 


\ 


-ft' 


'..■'. 


1-3   ■         ., 
i      I 


> 

■1- 

4 


«i 


Law  of  Descent. 


Transmitting  to  «  new  being  some  anomaly  recognized  i 

an  anomaly,  because  of  a  striking  deviation  from  the  type  t 

S-  which  it  belongs,  must  be  received  as  accidental,  and  not  i 

accordance  with  the  laws  of  descent. 

Were  cross-eyed  parents  invariably  to  have  cross-eyed  chi 
dren, — hair-lipped  sons  or  blind  people,  the  offspring  of  person 
thus  uiilbctunate, — it  would  give  some  coloring  to  the  specula 
tions  of  those  who  insist  that  there  were  five  Adams,  progenitor 
of  the  five  known  races  of  men.  There  are  indeed  five  distinc 
races.  There  are  certain  peculiar  characteristics  by  which  the' 
I  1   '  are  readily  distinguished  from  one  another. 

One  is  yellow,  a  second  black,  a  third  red,  a  fourth  white 
and  a  fifth  something  else.  These  are  pei-plexing  facts ;  bui 
on  the  supposition  that  climate  has  produced  alterations  whici 
have  become  pennanent,  is  the  way  the  subject  is  most  readilj 
disposed  of  by  those  who  give  it  the  least  consideration. 
•  According  to  the  record  of  Genesis,  the  first  man,  Adam^ 

was  created  about  six  thousand  years  ago.     That  belief  is  sus- 
tained by  researches  not  to  be  lightly  questioned. 

Ilere  we  approach  stumbling-blocks    that  derange   many 
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finely-drawn  argumentfl,  not  strengthened  by  Bcience.  Revela- 
tion is  one  thing,  and  the  laws  of  nature  something  entirely 
different. 

About  two  tlioosand  years  after  the  creation  of  Adam,  Eome 
of  hie  lineal  posterity  were  singularly  altered,  in  the  color  ot 
their  akin,  if  it  is  assumed  lie  was  a  white  man.  K  the  Cauea- 
Eiian  19  a  type  of  our  Eden  ancestors,  strange  changes  have 
taken  place  in  the  form  of  the  face  of  the  representative  races 
of  men  now  in  existence.  Monuments  are  still  standing,  four 
thousand  years  old,  inscribed  with  characters  which  record,  pro- 
bably, remarkable  events.  Enough  of  eome  of  them  have  been 
deciphered  to  ascertain  their  immense  antiquity,  reachingwith- 
in  two  thousand  years  of  Adam's  lifetime.  And  on  many  of 
them  are  sculptured  facial  outlines,  profiles,  and  human  faces, 
that  show  men  looked  then  just  as  they  do  in  eighteen  hundred 
and  seventy-three.  Five  distinct  races  of  human  beings  on- 
qnestionabiy  existed  tlien,  that  is,  four  tJiousand  years  ago. 

The  negro  features  on  those  monumental  guide-posts  into  the 
obscurities  of  the  past,  were  precisely  what  they  are  in  Africa 
to-day.  The  protruding  jaws,  thick  lips,  and  crispy,  woolly 
covering  of  the  head,  were  then  as  they  are  now. 

How  was  a  change  from  a  Caucasian  type,  if  that  was  the 
original  facial  form,  color,  and  expression,  brought  about  in  two 
thousand  years,  and  from  that  period,  resulting  in  permanent  al- 
terations, that  arrange  mankind  in  five  distinctly  marked  varie- 
ties of  men } 

l^o  essential  physical,  and,  possibly,  no  moral  tendencies  or 
changes  Lave  occurred  in  four  thousand  years,  since  that  grand 
revolutionary  alteration  of  the  primitive  outline  form.  Nor  is 
there  any  reason  for  expecting  further  modifications  in  fonr 
thousand  years  to  come. 

Monster  children  lirely  live  more  than  a  few  bonis  from 
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birth.  Those  born  defective  in  limbs^  or  with  peculiar  maric- 
iiigs,  misplaced  viscera,  harelip,  etc.,  in  becoming  parents,  do 
not  transmit  their  defects  to  tlieir  offspring.  Tliey  are  as  fair 
and  as  beautifully  proportioned  as  the  children  of  syminetrical 
parentage.  The  exceptions  to  tliat  law  are  referred  to  in  an- 
other clmpter,  as  anomalies. 

Chickens  are  liatched  with  two  heads^  four  legs ;  or  a  boy  is 
bom  with  only  one  arm.  But  they  do  not  propagate  those  de- 
viations from  a  normal  pattern,  which  is  characteristic  of  a  spe- 
cies.    They  have  no  descendants  like  themselTes. 

That  would  eventuate  in  confusion.  The  fiiir  world  we  in- 
habit, were  there  no  fixed  laws  respecting  definite  fonn& 
would  soon  team  with  hideous  monsters,  widely  difiSaring  from 
one  another,  both  externally  and  internally. 

Order  being  an  unchangeable  law,  any  deviations  from  a 
primeval  standard,  if  varying  at  all,  must  be  very  graduallv  ef- 
fected, requiring  the  revolution  of  oenturies  upon  centnrie& 
There  is  no  sudden  or  violent  departure. 

A  mule  rarely,  if  ever,  propagates.  While  some  naturalists 
claim  it  possible,  others  are  strenuous  in  the  opinion  that 
it  would  be  impossible,  inasmuch  as  it  would  be  a  violation  of  a 
fundamental  law  of  nature,  perpetually  in  force  to  preserve 
races,  and  to  prevent  anomalous  admixtures  of  blood,  that 
would  lead  to  an  animal  chaos. 

Sterile  as  mules  are,  they  are  influenced  by  instincts  and 
propensities,  peculiar  to  the  two  distinct  stocks  from  which 
they  sprang.  There  is  a  compensation  for  their  anomalous  con- 
dition,— tlieir  longevity  exceeding  both  horse  and  ass.  The  lat- 
ter have  the  pleasure  of  rearing  others  to  take  their  places, 
which  the  mule  cannot  have,  as  the  maternal  parent  has  in 
nursing  and  protecting  her  long-eared  colt,  singularly  unlike 
herself  in  exterior  appearance. 
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An  aes  ia  old  and  qiiitc  etupid  &t  twenty,  although  his  loQ- 
gevity  IB  beyond  that  of  the  horse, 

A  mnle,  not  abused,  ia  hale,  strong,  and  serviceable,  at  Shy. 
They  have  reached  eighty  years.  Though  fariug  poorly,  and 
usually  treated  with  severity,  he  haa  a  couipenaation  in  im- 
munity from  ordinary  eqaine  maladies. 

A  mixture  of  blood  among  different  races  of  men  neither 
promotes  health,  strength,  nor  longevity. 

Some  singular  phenomena  present  ttemselves  in  the  amat- 
gamatioD  of  Asiatics  with  Africans  or  American  Indi.'ins,  which 
have  a  bearing  on  moral  quc8tionB,4hat  must  necessarily  be  met 
by  those  who  are  earnest  for  the  improvement  of  humanity.  But 
it  is  a  topic  to  be  approaclied  with  extreme  caution,  to  avoid 
shocking  the  sensibilities  of  modem  political  philanthropists, 
who  discover  no  difference  in  the  intellectual  calibre  of  tlie 
white,  black,  red,  or  yellow  maiL  , 

That  a  Boul  may  be  encased  in  different-colored  envelopee, 
according  to  climatic  inSucnce,  is  a  doctrine  tanght  by  radical 
social  reformers,  without  affecting  its  powers. 

We  shall  not  discnss  that  subject,  which  has  iavariably 
been  productive  of  more  vindictive  feeling  than  soimd  philo- 
sophy, whenever  brought  forward. 

One  of  the  evils  attending  a  practical  illustration  of  the 
doctrine,  that  it  ia  perfectly  right  and  proper  to  amalgamate 
races,  and  mix  those  of  different  color  and  facial  expression, 
according  to  the  fancy  of  unreflecting  parties,  is  a  positive 
certainty  of  deterioration,  and  the  final  disappearance  of  those 
whose  origin  is  thus  commenced. 

Is  it  no  violation  of  a  natural  law  of  which  each  and  every 
one,  however  low  in  the  scale  of  intelligence,  has  an  instinctive 
appreciation,  for  whites  and  blacks  to  intermarry  t 

Is  it  Dot  wrong  to  rear  families  of  all  intermediate  shadea, 
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whose  parti-colored  appearance  does  not  meet  the  approval  i 
either  party  1 

Their  cliildren  are  bom  to  a  conscious  feeling  of  degradation.  I 


I 
I 


Makriaqe  of  Whites  and  Blacss. 

All  men  are  bom  free  and  equal  in  the  sight  of  God,  and,  j 
in  the  language  of  political  orators,  have  a  right  to  pursne  the! 
way  tliat  leads  to  happiness. 

Cut  where  ia  the  most  devoted  friend  of  the  most  oppressed  J 
and  maltreated  of  all  races,  t^e  negro,  who  would  not  manifest  i 
a  repugnance  to  the  union  of  his  accomplished  daughters  with  J 
black  husbands,  however  onesceptionable  in  manners,  coltnre^  i 
or  ciiaracter ) 

To  pretend  that  no  such  sentiment  as  an  instinctive  objeo-  { 
tion  ought  to  operate  against  it,  would  give  tlie  lie  to  one  of  J 
the  strongest  dictates  of  nature  and  conscience. 

For  the  sake  of  appearing  consistent  in  the  estimation  of  , 
those  who  might  comment  to  the  disadvantage  of  those  pro- 
mulgating the  doctrine,  that  color  should  not  be  objectionable 
in  forming  marriage-ties,  teachers  of  such  abominable  senti- 
ments may  snccessfully  conceal  their  tme  feelings;  but  they 
live  hypocrites,  self -condemned. 

We  cannot  go  counter  to  the  established  laws  of  natnra 
and  morality,  without  having  a  conscious  prompting  of  the 
wrong  we  have  been  doing. 

In  a  first  remove  from  the  mixed  parentage  of  black  and 
white,  the  children  are  not  all  of  the  same  tint.  Among  a 
group  of  six,  for  example,  one  may  be  black,  with  protruding 
lips  and  short  woolly  hair ;  another  will  have  a  retreating  fore- 
head and  lighter  complexion.  Neither  the  features  of  the 
father  or  the  mother  are  distinctly  reproduced  in  either,  while 
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all  of  them  are  marked  deviations  in  form,  Gtature,  color,  and, 
perhaps,  mental  calibre,  from  the  parents. 

Mental  and  Phybical  Dbtkhiobatios. 

Wlien  those  children  in  turn  become  parents,  they  are  less 
fraitfnl.  In  the  next  remove,  they  are  not  well  developed, 
Their  muscles  are  slender  and  flabby,  the  form  inclined  to  be 
gaunt,  and  in  mental  force  they  are  inferior  to  those  from 
whom  they  derived  their  being. 

Besides  a  physical  deterioration,  a  scrofulons  diathesis 
begins  to  appear.  They  hold  oat  longer  than  hybrids  from 
domesticated  animals,  with  the  exception  of  the  mule ;  hut 
according  to  the  remarks  of  Mr,  Forbes,  they  actoally  cciiso  to 
propagate  in  the  lift)i  remove  from  a  union  of  Caucasian  and 
African  blood. 

Manly  Pebfectios. 

Tlie  negro  is  a  man  for  Africa,  tlie  Malay  for  the  East 
Indies,  and  whites  for  temperate  zones  and  hj-perborean  lali- 
tades.  In  the  temperate,  the  white  man  attains  the  highest 
condition  of  which  his  nature  is  susceptible. 

What  is  a  lialf-breed )  In  this  country  it  is  nnderstood  to 
be  a  child  of  a  white  father  and  a  squaw.  They  have  never 
been  raised  to  any  prominent  positions  of  nsefulneee  through  a 
natlvespirit  of  energy;  nor,  even  when  asdstedby  conscientious, 
painstaking  philanthropists,  could  one  of  them  be  made  into  a 
counsellor,  a  man  of  thought,  of  any  valfie  to  the  interests  of 
society. 

No  educational  discipline  conducted  withi  special  reference 
to  proving  their  capacity  for  progress,  or  how  splendidly  they 
may  operate  as  instrumentalities  in  advancing  the  civilization 
of  savage  tribes,  has  ever  beea  successf  uL 
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Thej  liare  never  gone  forward,  aided  by  aucli  facilities  as 
hitve  been  urged  upon  them  by  Christian  charity  and  govem- 
tuental  patronage,  to  the  acliievement  of  any  results,  predicted 
and  hoped  for  by  their  warm  and  sincere  friends. 

Half-breeds  may  be  persuaded  to  reside  in  bouses  anperior 
to  wigwams,  to  <;u]tivate  fields,  and  wear  clothing  more  com- 
plicated than  a  blanket ;  yet  they  do  not  readily  tall  in  with  the 
ways  of  civilization.  They  have  neither  been  made  scbotara  nor 
very  devout  worshippers,  lliey  are  jost  as  near  to  tlie  usages 
of  ordinary  civil  life  aa  they  are  to  the  white  man  in  blood, 
but  no  nearer.  Tliey  have  to  be  sustained  by  unrelaxing 
effort,  or  they  quickly  deteriorate  by  running  into  those  wild 
bahits  of  indolence  which  are  predominant  in  the  nature  of 
the  stock  from  which  they  came,  always  stronger  on  the  Indian 
side  than  on  tlie  other. 

Some  few  individual  balf-breeds  have  been  rather  successful 
in  elementary  agriculture.  They  may  raise  com,  send  their 
children  to  scliools  provided  for  them,  but  no  scheme  has  yet 
been  successful  in  moulding  them  willingly  and  heartily  into 
the  waj'S  and  habits  of  Anglo-Saxons.  They  never  can  be  kept 
up  to  any  standard  of  civilization  to  which  they  have  apparently 
been  raised. 

DiSAPPEARANOE  OF  THB  INDIANS. 


Gradually  and  inevitably  both  Indians  and  tbeir  half-breed 

descendants  will  wholly  disappear  from  the  continent.     A.  few 

centuries  henco  there  will  not  ho  a  remnant  left  of  the  red  race 

which  onco  roamed  with  unrestrHuied  freedom,  like  the  game 

.  tliey  pursued,  on  the  broad  expanse  of  North  America. 

Indians  are  a  pioneer  race,  whose  mission  is  nearly  accom- 
plished. Nations  were  here  before  them.  Millions  of  boman 
beluga,  whoace  only  known   through  the  monumenta  that  ro- 
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main,  the  evidences  of  their  indnstry  and  labors  in  the  rearing 
ol'  monnds  and  earthworks,  which  have  outlived  the  name,  the 
fortunes,  and  tho  history  of  those  who  raised  Uiem,  wore  exter- 
minated by  these  remnantsof  powerful  invaders,  whose  gradual 
extinction  is  certainly  decreed  in  the  court  of  destiny- 
All  such  revolutions, — the  appearance  and  disappearance  of 
raccR, — are  in  conformity  to  a  law  uf  limitation.  Nations,  like 
individuals,  carry  in  their  organization  the  secda  of  dissolution. 

Tendency  10  Dibease  Tbaksmissible. 

Children  of  consumptive  parents  are  bom  with  niiunte 
tubercles  in  their  lungs,  embedded  in  elastic  pulmonary  tiesnes. 
Their  existence  may  not  even  be  euEpected ;  hut  when  exposed 
to  inflneiiees  which  inflame  them,  they  burst  and  ulcerate 
through  the  delicate  air-cells,  and  death  supervenes. 

Children  of  consumptive  parents  rarely  escape  the  fatal 
malady.  Even  if  no  incipient  tubercles  arc  quiescently  slum- 
bering in  their  Innga  up  to  the  middle  age  of  life,  when  reach- 
ing the  period  at  which  the  parents  fell  imder  Uie  disease,  tliejr 
are  pretty  sure  to  pass  away  in  a  similar  manner,  provided  the^r 
remain  in  the  same  locality. 

By  Liking  up  a  residence  where  tlie  atmosphere  is  freer 
from  humidity,  vitality  may  be  very  materially  recruited,  and 
life  prolonged.  But  whenever  tubercles  are  present,  as  a  direct 
inheritance,  no  methods  have  yet  been  snccGssful  in  preventing 
them  from  inflaming,  softening,  and  degenerating  into  pus. 

When  that  stage  is  ushered  in,  the  skill  of  medical  practi- 
tioners avails  nothing.  When  those  organs  in  which  vitality  ia 
nianufaeturod — that  is,  where  oxygen  is  separated  from  atmo- 
spheric air,  and  carbonic  acid  thrown  of! — are  actually  destroyed, 
a  recovery  is  impossible. 
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Deceptions  of  Quacks, 

Nothing  is  more  preposterous  than  the  vaunted  pretensions 
of  those  empirics, — criminal  quacks  who  raise  expectations,  bj 
Bnnonncing  the  restoratioD  of  consumptives  hy  new  methods 
of  medication,  generally  their  own. 

A  destruction  of  the  parts  of  an  oi^n  in  which  vitftlizing 
properties  of  the  nir  are  brouglit  in  direct  contact  with  arterial 
blood,  must  terminate  fatally.  No  regeneration  of  destroyed 
parts  can  be  made  by  any  process  witliin  the  range  of  science. 

Actual  Maladies  Inherited. 

Scrofula  is  transmissible ;  so  are  syphiHtic  taints,  and  some 
eruptive  maladies.  The  latter  are  traceable,  carefully  inves- 
tigated, quite  frequently  to  the  same  source.  Even  a  pre- 
disposition to  deafness,  nervous  irregularities,  distorted  tiogere, 
ineurvated  nails,  enlarged  joints,  St,  Vitus's  dance,  and  all 
shades  of  insanity,  pass  from  family  to  family  for  several  gene- 
rations, rather  gaining  iatensity  than  losing  force. 

A  tendency  to  bleed  profusely,  and  even  to  die  of  hemor- 
rhage from  slight  punctures,  or  the  simple  extraction  of  ft  tooth, 
runs  in  some  families,  without  remedy. 


Inherited  Physical  Excellencies. 

Such  facts,  and  many  more  illustrative  of  the  law  of 
tranamissiou,  are  familiar  to  physicians.  It  is  equally  true 
that  persona!  beauty,  fine  teeth,  a  tall  figure,  a  musical  voice, 
ft  mathematical  brain,  are  inherited  and  propagated,  like 
moral  qualities. 
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IiiPEBFKcrnoij  OF  Art  is  Saving  Life. 

Surgeina,  of  extenBive  experience,  hare  "often  failed  to 
sirefit  bemorrhagea  in  one  of  tboBe  so-called  natural  bleeders. 
Whether  their  blood  ia  deficient  in  that  plastic  element 
which  assists  coagulation,  or  whether  a  retraction  of  the  lips 
of  wounds  in  them,  which  cannot  be  kept  together  by  ordinary 
mechanical  applianc,es,  is  owing  to  some  peculiar  epasmodic 
contraction  of  tiueues,  has  not  been  ascertained. 

Compression,  stj-ptics,  or,  indeed,  any  of  the  commonly 
known  modes  of  arresting  a  flow  of  blood  in  thoee  thus  pre- 
disposed, are  inefiectual. 

Selectioss  :n  Mabriaqe. 

It  behooves  tliose  expecting  to  enter  upon  the  responsi- 
bilities of  marriage,  to  weigh  well  and  investigate  a  family 
history  before  such  relationship  is  formed. 

A  past  and  present  sanitary  characterof  a  family  with  which 
marriage  is  proposed,  is  of  far  more  importance  than  might  at 
first  be  supposed,  since  various  conditions  in  regard  to  body  and 
mind  are  propagated,  aiid  may  lead  to  individual  sufferings  and 
misery  through  generations  in  the  future. 

Such  inquiries,  of  course,  would  have  to  be  conducted  in  a 
very  guarded  manner;  (jtherwise,  not  only  much  offence  might 
be  rooeed,  but  the  wliole  matter  considered  impertinent  and 
ridicnlouB, 

But  a  regard  for  one's  own  comfort  in  the  possible  appear- 
ance on  the  sljige  of  life  of  others  for  whose  well-being,  charao- 
ter,  and  condition,  the  happiness  of  parents  will  he  at  stake, 
fully  justifies  such  inquiries  and  investigations. 

If  a   young  lady   has  ascertained   that  consumption  is  a 
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hereditary  malady  in  the  family  of  the  man  who  proposes  him- 
Bclf  for  a  husband,  prudence  should  influence  her  not  to  peril 
herself,  or  the  Children  she  would  probably  bear,  to  the  con- 
tingencies that  surround  a  family  predisposed  to  a  lingering 
and  fatal  disease. 

She  could  avoid  a  prospective  trouble.  It  ia  oaeleaa  to  ex- 
tend the  argument  against  being  joined  in  wedlock  with  a  man 
who  is  certain  to  die,  as  his  father,  mothe^  brothers  or  siaten 
had  died,  of  pulmonary  consumption. 

PrOGREoS  of  PuLMOKART  CONSUMPTIOir. 

An  amazing  destruction  of  human  life  from  that  incurable 
disease  is  all  the  while  going  on  in  the  United  States^  particu- 
larly in  the  nortliem  parts. 

Without  regard  to  the  laws  of  probability,  or  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  fair,  bright,  beautiful,  and  intelligent,  in  the  b^^- 
iiing  of  life, by  that  malady,  even  to  the  extinctionof  families, 
little  or  no  tliought  is  given  to  that  which  is  pretty  sure  to  oc- 
cur when  marriage  is  proposed. 

Tlie  farmer  selects  the  soundest,  best-developed  seeds  and 
appropriate  soil,  otherwise  the  harvest  would  be  small  and  im- 
perfect. In  the  raising  of  stock,  noije  but  the  soundest  in 
health,  best-formed,  and  exhibiting  indications  of  constitutional 
vigor,  are  allowed  to  propagate.  Thus  the  high-bred  horse,  the 
splendid  ox,  the  finest  sheep,  and  choicest  poultry  are  obtained, 
by  determining  ^rom  what  source  they  shall  .spring. 

Nature  manages  among  birds  and  all  animals,  in  a  way  to 
secure  health  and  strength,  by  not  permitting  the  weak,  feeble, 
puny  males  to  generate  at  all.  They  are  driven  away  and  kept 
at  a  distance  by  the  giants  of  the  herd,  the  flock,  and  in  the 
poultry  yard,  who  alone  are  the  sires  of  each  succeeding  genera- 
tion. 
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Tlie  female  is  passive  in  all  thoee  examplee,  liaving  uo  piir- 
ti»litie8  or  affections  to  gratify  ;  and  thus  the  blood  of  each  is 
kept  lip  to  tlie  liigliest  reqiiireinents  of  an  organic  law. 

If  conauinptivee  did  not  intermarry,  hereditary  consamp- 
tion  would  disapi^ear.  Pecuniary  advantages,  Boeial  condition, 
and  love,  each  acting  willi  peculiar  force,  pay  no  regard  to  tVe 
futtire,  in  respect  to  health. 

Children  are  tlina  bom  to  linger  in  pain,  and  die  early.  The 
necrologii-al  annals  of  this  nation  is  a  melancholy  record.  It 
18  not  diminishing,  but,  on  the  contrary,  increasing  with  the  in- 
crease of  population. 

When  the  celebrated  Spnrzheitn  was  in  this  country,  he 
fearlessly  declared  in  public,  that  the  legislature  should  inter- 
pose its  authority,  by  interdicting  the  marriage  of  conenmptivca. 


Risk  in  M 

Id  cities,  particularly,  ladies  hazard  more  in  entering  upon 
matrimonial  relations  than  in  the  country,  where  tlie  avenues 
to  vic«  are  fewer,  and  dissipations,  generally,  arc  frowned  upon 
with  a  severity  that  inangurates  a  better  system  of  monils. 

Physicians  alone  know  of  the  extent  of  taints  which  fester 
in  the  veins  of  men  in  cities,  who,  perhaps,  are  envied  lor  their 
pOBBCGsions,  their  social  positions,  and  their  influence. 

Men  are  more  prone  to  irregular  lives  than  women.  They 
plunge  into  dissipations,  of  which  their  most  intimate  friends 
hftve  no  knowledge,  and  contmct  diseases,  for  tlie  relief  of 
^hioh  they  dare  not  consult  their  own  physician,  as  it  would 
expose  their  doings  where  tlieir  reputation  is  enshrined  in 
gold. 

Quacks  tamper  witli  them,  get  their  money,  and  keep  the 
secret.     Being  no  way  (jnalified  for  medicating  a  patient  with 
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grave  cutnplaintB,  the  canker  that  gnaws  and  nnderiuines  their 
health  is  not  eradicated,  hut  a  poieoti  is  left  beliiud,  to  annojr 
and  worry  the  einner  the  remainder  of  IiIb  days. 

A  fatlier,  whose  ajsteoi  contains  the  seeds  of  an  eruptive  dis- 
ease, a  scrofulous  tendency,  a  syphilitic  taint,  deep-seated  ulcer- 
ations, unsound  teeth,  an  offensive  breatli,  from  internal  causes, 
which  speak  as  plainly  as  such  complaints  can  annoimce  their 
existence,  will  pretty  certainly  transmit  them  to  his  children. 

Very  many  women  have  contracted  diseases  fi-oiu  that 
Bource,  which  have  made  them  invalids,  and  destroyed  all  the 
comfort  of  life,  without,  perhaps,  ever  suspecting  the  origin  of 
their  pi'otractcd  misery. 

Cities  ahound  with  showy,  flashy,  fascinating  impostors, 
and  women  are  their  dupes.  Fine  establishments,  fashionable 
appointments,  and  costly  equipages,  however,  are  no  compen- 
sation  for  the  losa  of  health.  When  they  become  the  wives  of 
such  men,  they  are  prisoners  in  a  charue!  house. 

A  reformed  rake  is  not  the  material  for  making  a  good  hus- 
band. It  is  the  privilege  of  ladies  to  decide  whom  they  will  have ; 
but  unless  the  candidate  for  their  hand  and  heart  have  a  char- 
acter as  transparent  as  glass,  it  is  for  their  interest  to  weigh 
every  circumstance  with  extreme  deliberation,  before  saying 
yes  or  no. 

Transmissible  Tendency  to  Insanity. 

Insanity  is  another  tranamissihle  misfortune  in  families. 
Beware  of  a  lover  whose  father  or  mother  has  been  a  lunatic. 
Severe  reverses,  loss  of  friends,  peculiar  affliction,  and  nnfoie- 
seen  accidents,  may  give  rise  to  distraction.  Sucli  forms  of  in- 
sanity are  not  without  hope,  when  the  cause  has  been  removed 
that  gave  rise  to  them,  and  should  not  therefore  be  viewed  in 
the  same  light  as  a  hereditary  predisposition  to  insanity.     Kor 
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need  there  be  an  apprehension  of  a  transmiseion  of  any  tempor- 
ary cerebral  irregularities,  the  refinlt  of  each  causes. 

Beware  op  a  Peedisposition  to  Iktemperanck.    . 

A  tjansmitted  predisposition  to  suicide,  a  nmrdcrous  pro- 
peuBity,  and  a  morbid  craring  for  strong  stimulaiitH,  are  each 
of  tbcm  elemeute  that  lead  to  all  imaginable  unbappinesB. 
Avoid  tbcm,  therefore,  in  a  lover. 

Ladies  soraetiiues  marry  men  who  are  known  to  give  mani- 
festations of  those  fearful  conditione,  under  an  impression  that 
they  can  manage  them.  To  marry  an  habitual  drunkard,  when 
the  fact  16  known,  under  an  expectation  of  wielding  an  influ- 
ence that  will  lead  him  to  abandon  a  debasing  vice  out  of 
respect  to  a  wife's  feelings,  is  an  absurdity.  They  have  no 
powers  of  self-restraint,  nor  a  wife  any  influence  with  a 
drinking  husband. 

It  is  an  experiment  without  a  way  of  escape  from  impend- 
ing misery,  shame,  and  degradation,  when  a  lady  of  refinement 
weds  a  diesip-ated  man.  It  is  a  cruel  wrong  when  friends  match 
youth,  beauty,  healtli,  and  accomplishments,  from  sordid  piotivcs, 
to  an  old,  shattered  body.  It  is  a  fearful  plunge  into  an  abysaof 
misery. 

Wealth  Buys  what  cannot  be  Won. 

Such  irrational  marriages  scarcely  diSer  in  moral  turpitude 
from  a  direct  sale.     It  is  a  legalized  abomination. 

rrn])erty  is  the  object  wlieu  a  blooming  miss  in  her  teens 
weds  an  octogenarian.  If  there  were  no  money  to  be  won  by 
a  game  of  chance — for  it  is  one,  in  which  the  bride  fully  expecta 
the  grave  will  quickly  cover  up  the  old  carcase  sho  hates— such 
unions  would  not  take  place. 
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Ambition  to  be  rich  urges  brilliant  women  to  risk   tlii 
liappinoss  on  a  tbrow  of  a  matrimonial  die.     How  frequentli 
tlie  eommuuity  is  astonished  by  such  voluntary  cxliibitions 
unnatuial  alliances, — -a  living  woman  chained  to  a  corpse. 

Where -is  the  tenderness,  the  sympathy,  the  religious  sense 
of  honor,  the  inatinet  of  love,  when  a  woman  in  the  vigor  and 
aspirations  of  youth  sacrifices  all  at  the  shrine  of  money  ? 

In  commenting  on  the  barbarous  customs  of  the  Orient, 
where  females  are  sold  at  prices  varying  according  to  physical 
attractions,  travellere  invariably  express  their  disgijst.     It 
aystein  which  Christian  civilization  frowns  upon  with  indij 
tion.     But  are  there  not  sales  in  the  United  States,  ev 
extraordinary! 

Blue  Beards  are  not  all  dead  yet.  Those  women  in  markt 
waiting  for  the  highest  bidder,  offering  themselves  voluntarily, 
are  neither  sacrifices,  nor  ladies.  They  are  beings  withont 
heart,  without  conscience,  or  a  sense  of  religious  acconntabilitj 
to  society  or  their  Creator. 

A  lady  ia  a  diflerent  being.     When  her  moral  qualities  aofj 
the  attributes  of  her  gentle  nature  act  in  the  sphere  where  i 
ought  to  move,  she  is  recognized  as  the  best  gift  of  God 
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UsnAPPisEas  in  marriage  is  obvioualy  on  the  i 
lamentflbly,  too,  id  the  highest  circles  of  intelligcDce  in  tliis 
country. 

A  direct  evidence  of  thia  statement  is  found  in  the  coorte  of 
law  from  tlie  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  and  from  the  forty-fifth 
degree  of  north  latitude  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Dcmanda  for  separation  from  bed  and  board  have  become 
disgracefully  eommoii  all  over  the  United  States.  Neither 
legtBlatora,  divines,  or  moralists,  have  been  Bacceseful  in  keep- 
ing the  family  fold  in  that  condition  of  contentment,  which  ia 
theoretically,  if  not  practically,  tlie  basis  on  which  reets  tlie  in- 
stitntion  of  marriage. 

Beino  Matched. 

Wlien  contracting  parties  are  only  paired,  but  not  lowngly 
matched,  they  become  estranged,  most  unaccountably  to  them- 
selvea.  Divorces  do  not  appertain  to  any  particnlar  condition 
of  life.  Clergymen,  lawyers,  phyKieianB,  merchants,  bankers, 
actore,  authors,  the  affluent,  the  tall,  short,  fat,  lean,  and  even 
among  the  industrious,  wealth-producing  classes,  quite  down  to 
cellars  under  sidewalks,  all  have  their  representative  diasalis- 
39 
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fied  applicants  for  relief  from   the  self-imposed    shackles  of 
niatriinoDj. 

So  urgent  is  the  desire  for  emAneipation,  by  slipping  their 
necks  out  of  the  conjugal  noose,  enactments  are  nndei^ing 
modifications  in  several  States  to  facilitate  a  retrograde  pro- 
gress in  Christian  civilization. 

Too  Easily  Pbocubed. 

Divorces  are  procured  with  disgraceful  ease,  to  the  amaze- 
ment of  those  who  in  other  countries  have  been  brought  up  to 
hold  sacred  an  obligation  to  abide  by  a  marital  promise,  to  religi- 
ously hold  out,  for  better  or  for  worse,  till  death  doth  them  part. 

A  facetious  story  went  the  round  not  long  ago,  of  a  Massa- 
chusetts man  who  wrote  to  the  clerk  of  the  Legislature  of 
Indiana,  to  ascertain  why  his  petition  for  a  divorce  had  not  been 
acted  upon.  In  answer,  the  official  wrote  back  it  was  customary 
in  that  body  to  proceed  alphabetically ;  therefore  he  must  not 
be  impatient,  as  it  would  be  impossible  to  reach  M  till  late  in 
the  session,  as  they  had  only  reached  B  in  the  regular  order  of 
application. 

Incompatibility. 

A  proximate  cause  of  such  incompatibility,  the  generally 
alleged  reason  for  wisliing  a  dissolution  of  the  bond,  is 
explained  upon  what  is  called  vital  repugnance. 

There  is  a  kind  of  congenital  uncongeniality,  not  to  be  over- 
come or  subdued  by  any  known  process,  says  a  new  theorist, 
])ecause  there  is  a  difference  in  their  predestined  longevity. 

Thus,  if  a  man  is  twenty  years  the  senior  of  his  wife  at  mar- 
riage, they  may  possibly  sail  over  life's  tempestuous  sea  with 
tolerable  equanimity  a  few  years. 
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Going  with  tbe  tide,  however,  is  not  their  lot.  Both  are 
occasionally  rowing  against  a  strong  carrent,  withont  keeping 
time.  Hence  the  boat  is  swayed,  first,  one  way,  then,  in  an 
opposite  direction,  instead  of  gaining  a  peaceful  harbor,  pro- 
tected from  storms  and  tempest  blasts. 


pBOOEESSrVE   INFIB1I1TIB8. 

Aft^r  awhile  the  husband  begins  to  exhibit  the  infirmities  of 
age.  Besides,  he  has  gradually  established  certain  fixed  rules 
whicli,  in  hie  long  experience,  are  considered  fundamental 
principles  necessary  for  repose,  for  propriety,  for  happiness ; 
and  it  very  much  nifflca'and  disgusts  him,  too,  if  others  refuse 
to  conlbrm  to  the  routine  of  regulations  he  resolves  to  establish 
in  hie  own  household. 

Madam  entertains  widely  different  views  of  the  subject. 
She  comments  npon  his  propositions  as  either  preposterous, 
ridiculous,  or  arbitrary.  He  makes  no  allowance  for  more 
yontlifol  foclings,  while  the  wife,  on  the  other  hand,  makes 
no  effort  to  conceal  her  dissatisfaction  in  being  obhged  to  humor 
the  caprices  of  old  age. 

MaTKIMONIAL  BiCKBBlKQS, 

With  occasional  cutting  remarks  to  the  discomfiture  of 
both,  the  ^irit  of  division  obtains  a  foothold.  An  old  husband 
of  a  young  wife  never  inspires  her  with  reverence  for  his  bald 
head  or  gray  haira.  Love  never  was  an  element  in  the  original 
arrangement.  Both  were  deceived  in  snpposing  they  were 
made  for  each  other. 

An  old  man  may  have  n-iedom,  jndgmcut,  and  a  handsome 
eetate,  but  he  cannot  inspire  love  and  the  warmth  of  affection 
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in  a  girl  twenty  or  thirty  years  yonnger  than  himself.     She 
feels  no  sense  of  companionship  in  his  society. 

While  an  old  husband  is  deteriorating,  and  cloBing  gpradnally 
into  smaller  compass,  the  young  wife  is  developing  into  the  ful- 
ness of  commanding  womanhood. 

Reverse  the  circumstances.  The  wife  being  advanced,  no 
longer  throwing  off  those  magnetic  influences  which  are  the 
bonds  of  attraction,  a  want  is  felt ;  but  what  it  is,  words  cannot 
properly  express.  It  is  a  sympathy  only  to  be  engendered 
between  those  nearly  of  the  same  age. 

An  aged  wife,  the  senior  of  the  husband  ten  or  fifteen  jearsL 
may  be  a  model  woman  in  the  management  of  her  domestic 
duties,  prudent  and  eminently  discreet;  yet  they  do  not  har- 
monizO)  though  both  are  good  and  true. 

When  nearly  of  the  same  age,  their  views,  feelings,  and 
opinions  keep  pace  on  the  same  vital  plane.  One  rarely  acts 
without  the  other  in  anything  of  importance,  or  suggests  a 
measure  which  would  not  be  of  mutual  benefit. 

Congeniality. 

There  is  a  complete  oneness  with  them,  when  appropriately 
brought  together.  That  is  matrimonial  happiness  which  we 
read  about,  but  do  not  as  often  witness  in  real  life  as  might  be 
expected  in  a  Christian  country. 

True  unity  of  soul  is  the  foundation  of  all  the  felicity  found 
in  marriage.  In  that  delightful  realization  of  wha^  actually 
belongs  to  marital  relations,  of  which  affection  is  the  bond  of 
union,  one  party  has  not  a  longer  expectation  of  life  than  the 
other, — an  unconscious  harmony  which,  nevertheless,  has  a 
direct  influence  on  their  mental  and  physical  organization. 

Witli  such  a  pleasant  preparation  for  travelling  together  on 
the  highway  of  coming  years,  marriage  is  a  divine  institution. 
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Two  mercliants  of  nearly  the  same  age  agree  togetlier  far 
better  in  tlieir  busineBs  affaire,  than  when  there  is  conBiderable 
diSerence  in  their  probable  tenure  of  life — all  other  things 
being  eqnaL 

CouHEBCiAL  Relations. 

Some  of  the  oldest  and  strongeet  commercial  houses  were 
establislicd  by  youthful  partners,  whose  plans,  operations,  and 
methods  of  conducting  their  enterprises  were  results  of  seeuig 
objects  from  the  beginning  alike,  because  both  were  alike  im- 
pressed by  Ihe  same  surrounding  iiiflueDces. 

Old  capitalists  in  business  rarely  proceed  so  smoothly  Tvith 
a  young  man  as  with  one  of  their  on-n  age.  A  reason  is  sought 
for  in  that  natural  law  of  correspondence  which  is  recognized 
in  various  relations,  but  which  is  extremely  difficult  to  eluci- 
date. There  is  a  parallelism  in  thought,  in  reasoning  prooessee, 
and  a  unity  of  feeling,  in  those  of  neurly  the  same  age.  Having 
lived  about  the  same  number  of  years,  they  reckon  from  the 
Eamo  QVents  and  epochs. 


Children  Requibk  thb  Socirrr  op  Children. 

Children  rec^uire  the  companionship  of  children.  They 
never  establish  the  same  kind  of  familiarity  with  grown-up 
persons  as  they  do  with  those  of  their  own  mental  calibre. 

Impressions  from  common  object*  strike  them  differently. 
The  convcrsatioii  of  an  infant  is  insipid  to  a  man  of  ycara,  while 
the  chat  of  tlie  latter  is  totally  beyood  the  comprehension  of  a 
little  prjttler  at  his  elbow. 

Domueticaled  animals,  to  an  observable  degree,  are  influ- 
enoed  by  the  same  law  of  association.  An  old  ox  takes  no 
iotereet  in  a  calf,  but  lows  at  the  sight  of  a  distant  herd.     Old 
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dogs  hardly  tolerate  the  pranks  of  puppies.  Cows  ooret  the 
ooropan  J  of  cows,  and  old  ainging-birda  appear  to  have  pleasiire 
in  the  society  of  those  similar  to  themselves. 

CoMPANioii^Hip  OF  Animals. 

Some  animals  form  a  warm  attachment  for  each  other,  pro- 
vided thej  have  been  a  considerable  while  together ;  but  thej  are 
not  particular  in  expressions  of  friendship,  if  thej  associate  late 
in  life. 

Coach-horses,  after  having  been  accustomed  to  work  in  the 
same  carriage,  upon  being  put  in  adjoining  staUs,  become  exces- 
sivelv  uneasy  when  separated,  and  exhibit  gratification  in  their 
wliinnyings  of  recognition  in  being  again  harnessed  in  the  old 
way. 

Two  cows  pastured  in  the  same  field,  or  stalled  in  the  same 
stable,  or  two  oxen  accustomed  to  the  same  yoke,  exhibit  veir 
decided  uneasiness  on  being  separated.  Their  nervons  watch- 
fulness,  vigilance,  and  frequent  calls  at  the  top  of  their  voice,  is 
a  language  that  denotes  the  violence  done  to  their  attachment 
to  an  old  friend. 

A  young  weaned  colt  cares  but  little  for  a  sedate  horse ;  nor 
does  a  spavined  hack  in  a  dirt-cart  covet  the  society  of  antic 
nags,  even  when  at  large  in  a  broad  enclosure.  Kittens  are 
repulsed  by  sober  cats.  They  may  tolerate  their  presence ;  but 
when  they  begin  to  take  liberties  in  their  mischievous  capers,  a 
growl,  or  a  blow  with  a  sharp  claw  admonishes  them  not  to 
presume  upon  the  gravity  of  their  seniors. 

Reptiles  without  Attachment. 

r 

Reptiles  do  not  appear  to  possess  social  feelings.  Neither 
do  voracious  fishes,  as  sharks,  wolf-fish,  etc.     On  the  contraiy^ 
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cod,  haddock,  mackerel,  and  many  other  tribes  are  sociable,  and 
range  in  company  over  their  feeding-ground,  and  migrate  in 
immense  armies  for  mutual  protection  and  society. 

Whales  are  social  in  their  nature,  also,  as  porpoises  are; 
both  swimming  amicably  together  In  their  paetimes,  or  in 
pumnit  of  food. 

Whales,  after  all,  are  not  fish.  They  belong  to  the  mam- 
malia.    Tliej  breathe  air  esclaavcly,  and  snckle  their  young. 

When  aged  meu  or  women  advanced  in  the  vale  of  years 
marry  those  younger  than  themselves  by  many  years,  it  is  not 
only  a  gross  mistake,  but  it  is  also  a  violation  of  a  natural  law. 
It  ie  as  true  in  social  science  as  in  homGsopatliy,  that  like  cores 
like.  In  other  words,  a  condition  in  age,  experience,  and  force 
of  vitality,  is  essential  to  that  happiness  which  is  the  incentive 
for  assuming  the  legal  and  all  otlier  responsibilities  appertain- 
ing to  marriage.  Discrepancies  in  those  respects  are  sure  to 
eventuate  in  certain  disappointment  and  marital  wretcheduees, 
where  neither  one  is  influenced  bj  a  highly  developed  religious 
sentiment  of  accountability. 

Wlio  can  doubt  tliat  the  friction  of  a  wounded  spirit,  chafed 
and  fretted  by  an  uncongenial  marriage,  must  be  productive  of 
intensified  mental  misery' t 

Who  does  not  believe,  also,  that  where  a  man  and  woman  of 
sdllable  age,  of  cultivated  lutcllect,  refined  iu  character,  are  lov- 
ingly united,  they  wUI  find  all  that  calm,  ennobling  realization 
of  their  expectations  in  that  relation! 

In  a  felicitous  marriage,  longevity  is  promoted,  health  la  bet- 
ter secured,  and  if  heaven  is  ever  foimd  on  earth,  it  is  in  the 
home  of  such  a  family. 
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WfaM  a  yoong  wodoui  mirriM  «a  i^ed  nua,  rite  perib  bv 
bailth, — iwMlbly,  her  life.  ^  will  impnr^  bet«iMe  Hi  ^m- 
tern  vill  fmUbe  her  litefi^.  if  Mune  kdlet  hvr*  mWMfnt  vi- 
teli^  MenmnUtinft  to  beu-  the  dnft  of  iHut  11117  be  mOed  ab- 
■(Mpti(nk-of.Hfe,  a  fewjeua,  thejnuyoBtUTstibeoIdhiubBDd. 
Ten  £>I1  ly  the  w*j,  howerer,  where  qae  wuri? «■ 

And  in  thoee  cues,  if  it  oould  be  lUi^  esplaiiked  bcrw  Ab 
eieiped  the  p«iul^  of  »  violctedlaw,  it  wotdd  aiiqpieat2oBaU)r' 
be  doeto  an  eetrangemeDt,-— protecting  heESeU  bj-  not  beiw 
•within  the  reaeh  or  Magnetio  oondnetiBg  toroi  of  Ae  bodr 
which  wonld  otherwiae  have  leeeiTed  her  ^ritaUfy. 

Bererse  the  coadittoaB,  and  a  yvong  man  would  peril  1dm- 
idf  precisely  in  the  oame  way. 

Such  are  the  maini^ringa  of  life,  mbOii  and  '""•"rmhiniri  • 
Ue;  bnt  they  are  the  laws  that  InflDanoo  and  govern  ] 
In  67617  cioaatrj. 


CHAPTER  XXXVII. 
The  Longevity  of  Women. 

U/e  a  Preciona  Boon — Modiflc«tionB  of  the  Penal  Code— Ei peri menta— Mini 
Independent  of  Body — Buicide  a  Crime — Women  in  tlieir  DeBperalion — 
Women  Live  Longer  tliHn  Men — Have  Better  Uftbila — Lite  LinutJitioi) 
— Poise — Life  InBonuice  Podtious — Ah  CalliVBitors. 

A  DKSAJ}  of  death  is  implanted  in  every  luiinan  breast 
Even  creeping  insects  have  an  Jnetinctive  apprebcnsiun  of  fatal 
conBeqnencea,  attending  exposuree  to  superior  force. 

A  small  animal  is  in  fear  of  a  large  one.  It  is  a  feeling 
that  cannot  be  overcome,  because  it  is  incorporated  with  their 
nature  as  a  safegaard  to  inspire  vigilance  for  self-preservation. 
Otherwise,  unapprehensive  of  impending  dangers,  and  regard- 
lees  of  consequences  from  a  relaxation  of  that  sentinel  eense, 
thej,  and  man  too,  with  all  hie  calculating  facnlties,  seeing  the 
end  from  the  beginning,  in  his  reasoning  from  cause  to  efftect, 
would  heedlessly  plunge  into  a  vortex  where  certain  destruction 
w««  inevitable,  as  he  would  Uo  down  upon  a  soft  couch  for 
repose. 

Life  is  a  boon  too  predoos  to  he  n^lectod,  or  carelessly 
thrown  away.  It  is  an  imperative  daty  to  live  as  long  as  we 
can,  and  in  all  Cliristian  nations  it  is  considered  a  crime  to  volun- 
tarily destroy  ourselves  or  others. 

A  doctrine  is  obtaining  rapidly,  the'  advocates  of  which  are 
already  numerous,  that  God,  who  gave  life,  has  alone  tlio  right 
to  take  it  away. 

Very  marked  modifications  of  the  penal  code  have  not  only 
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already  been  effected  through  the  Bpreading  inflnence  of  disi 
lievera,  in  tlie  necessity  or  right  to  inflict  capital  puniahi 
and  still  further  alterations  may  be  anticipated. 

Starting  with  that  proposition,  relaxing  the  severities 
punishment  for  several  very  common  crimee  within  the  last  f 
years,— they  are  not  as  frequent  as  they  were.     A  further 
duction  of  legal  cruelties,  unworthy  an  age  of  elevated 
tian  advancement,  will  prove  a  surer  remedy  than  hanging  oa 
gallows. 

Extreme  cases,  characterized  hy  atrocious  barbarities,  and 
premeditated  wickedness  of  the  perpetrator,  should  be  placed 
beyond  the  control  of  executive  pardoning  powers.    A  perpet- 
ual imprisonment,  wholly  and  entirely  beyond  the  reach 
governor  or  a  president,  would  be  so  terrific  aa  to  restrain 
who  have  entertained  an  expectation  of  freedom  at  last, 
under  a  life  ecntenee, 

Peri)etual  incarceration,  without  the  possibility  of  ever 
again  rcetorcd  to  f  i-cedom,  would  be  dreaded  far  more  intene 
by  great  criminals,  than  a  public  execution. 

When  it  was  announced  to  the  tiret  murderer  that,  instead 
of  being  put  to  death,  he  should  live,  and  seven-fold  vengeance 
be  the  penalty  of  any  one  who  injured  him,— a  mark  being 
fixed  on  Ids  person  that  he  might  be  recognized  as  under 
an'ful  sentence,  the  wretched  Cain  exclaimed  that  his  pumsb- 
ment  was  greater  than  he  could  hear. 

Inquisitive  physiological  experimenters  have  intcrroj 
nature  with   a  view  to  ascertaining  whether  life  departs  ii 
atantaneously  with  a  stoppage  of  the  vital  machinery, 

When  a  person  has  been  shot  through  the  head,  heart,  or 
the  Eotiir  or  semi-lunar  plexuses  in  front  of  the  spine  below  tlia 
diaphragm,  does  consciouaness  linger  awhile  and  then  gradi 
ally  take  a  final  departure,  or  is  death  instantaneoua 
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Every  mnsele  has  a  special  life  endowment  of  its  ovra,  quite 
independent  of  ther  will.  After  being  lacerated,  and,  indeed, 
after  being  separated  from  its  connectione,  wbile  there  is  con- 
tractility remaining,  there  is  life  in  it. 

Chemical  decomposition  is  the  only  certain  evidence  of 
death. 

The  conficiouB  sonl  exlubite  its  peculiar  propertieB  through 
the  inetr amenta lity  of  an  organized  body.  In  drowning,  con- 
siderable time  evidently  elapses  before  life  is  extinct.  lie- 
markable  cases  of  enspended  animation  incontestably  prove 
that,  if  the  soul  had  departed  on  its  never-ending  mission  to 
eternity,  it  was  actually  recalled  bact  again  by  the  appliances 
of  art. 

In  drowning,  the  union  of  body  and  mind  is  gradually  dis- 
solved ;  but  it  may  be  interrupted  and  death  prevented,  by 
manipulations  that  set  the  vital  macliiuery  again  in  motion. 

The  mind,  therefore,  is  there  for  a  while ;  and  it  is  probable 
the  same  condition  exists  in  decapitations.  But  violence  inflicted 
on  those  highly- vitalized  Instnimenta  by  which  it  manifests 
itself  In  life,  is  a  shock  dissolving  instantly  tlie  connection 
between  body  and  mind. 

With  the  escape  of  arterial  blood  in  a  gash,  in  cutting  sud- 
denly through  the  neck,  the  brain  is  deprived  of  the  material 
it  muet  have  to  act  at  all ;  and  hence  death  speedily  follows, 
though  there  may  be  an  instant  or  two  of  distinct  conscious- 
ness.  The  Paris  savant  represent  a  decapitated  head  as  en- 
gaged in  thinking  for  a  short  spooe  of  time,  deprived  of  the 
ability  of  expressing  its  wishes. 

There  are  conditions  in  which  all  are  cowards.  Hen  may 
fight  bravely,  face  the  king  of  terrors  at  the  muzzle  of  a 
cannon  ;  but,  when  raising  a  weapon  for  destroying  their  own 
lives,  it  is  with  fear  and  trembling. 
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If  ever  suicide  is  accomplished  with  a  firm,  unfiiucliing  will 
and  a  steady  hand,  it  is  charitable  to  snppoee  the  individual 
absolutely  insane ;  because  the  act  is.  a  notorious  violation  of 
the  strongest  instinct  of  his  nature. 

Women  in  their  distraction  wildly  perform  deeds  of 
desperation  against  themselves.  They  leap  into  abysses  of 
misery  to  avoid  a  foreseen  disgrace.  Nothing  so  nerves  them 
to  face  the  dreadful  alternative  of  death  or  shame,  as  question- 
ing their  moral  purity.  What  is  life  to  thein  without  the  con- 
sciousness of  ufisullied  virtue  ? 

That  is  the  question  with  a  woman  nurtured  in  a  religions 
belief  of  rewards  and  punishments  in  a  future  state ;  and  hence, 
among  professing  Christians,  examples  of  self-destruction  of  fe- 
males are  more  common  than  in  pagan  or  Mahometan  countries. 

Pagan  and  Mahometan  women  rarely  commit  suicide. 
Education,  therefore,  shapes  the  mind,  and  plants  deep  down  in 
the  recesses  of  the  heart,  those  principles  which  both  govern 
and  direct  them  in  their  social  intercourse. 

Whatever  is  instilled  into  the  mental  constitution  of  the 
girl  remains  there  tlirough  all  the  meanderings  of  after  years : 
so  certain  is  it  that,  as  the  twig  is  bent,  so  the  tree  inclines. 

Inquiries  into  the  physical  signs  of  longevity  in  raan  fully 
confinn  the  opinion  that  women,  on  an  average,  live  longer 
than  men.''*" 

They  are  less  exposed  to  dangers  which  sweep  off  men  and 


*  Professor  Faraday  has  given  it  as  his  opinion  that  all  who  die  before 
they  are  a  liundrod  years  old,  may  be  justly  charged  with  self-murder  j  that 
Providence,  having  originally  intended  man  to  live  a  century,  would  allow^ 
him  to  do  so  if  he  did  not  kill  himself  by  eating  unwholesome  food,  allow, 
ing  himself  to  be  annoyed  by  trifles,  giving  license  to  passion  and  exposing 
himself  to  accident.  The  French  savan,  Flourin,  advanced  the  theory  that 
the  duration  of  life  is  measured  by  the  time  of  growth.  When  the  bones* 
epiphysis  are  united,  the  body  grows  no  more,  and  it  is  at  twenty  years  that 
this  union  is  effected  in  man.  The  natural  termination  of  life  is  five  re- 
moves from  the  several  points.     Man,  being  twenty  years  in  growing,  lives. 
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boye  at  sea,  in  annies,  mines,  manufacturing  establiEbnicntB  at- 
tended with  perils,  fta  tLo  making  of  gunpowder,  explosive 
cotton,  nitro-glyccrine ;  and  in  variona  circumstances  of  peculiar 
contingencies,  to  wLich  females  are  rarely,  if  ever,  subjected. 

Then  again,  women,  as  a  body,  always  have  better  habits, 
and  better  morals, — a  sentiment  often  repeated  in  the  pages  of 
this  volume.  Their  vitality  is  not  wasted  in  midnight  carousals, 
nor  are  they  guilty  of  enervating  vices,  which  kill  off  men 
frightfully  fast,  of  which  little  is  known  out  of  the  confidential 
circle  of  tlie  medical  profession. 

They  commence  hfe  under  more  favorable  circnmstances,  in 
some  respects,  in  regard  to  the  preservation  of  health,  which 
thonsands  of  them  fritter  away  prematurely,  in  coming  into 
womanhood.     Still,  more  women  live  to  very  old  age  than  men. 

An  examination  of  a  family's  neerological  record,  if  care- 
fully kept,  discloses  some  curious  facts  illustrative  of  the  tena- 
city of  life  in  females  who  have  escaped  the  tortures  imposed 
upon  the  fashionable  sisterhood. 

Constant  practice  in  the  examination  of  applicants  for  life 
insurance  has  enabled  medical  examiners  to  arrive  at  certain 
interesting  conclusionB  respecting  the  death  period  of  women, 
which  had  escaped  notice  before  those  investigations  were 
idstituted. 

Limited  as  may  be  our  knowledge  of  vital  fore^,  enough  has 
been  ascertained  for  the  construction  of  tables  of  expectances. 
That  is,  if  ft  person  has  arrived  at  any  particular  a^,  it  is 
expected  he  or  she  may  live  a  certain  number  of  years  from 
that  date. 

Physicians  make  mistakes  in  their  estimates  of  the  value  of 
life,  as  well  as  others  not  supposed  to  he  ng  well  informed  in 
oriliuulU.fiTe  timeaiweDtjjura;  lUo  camel  is  eiglit  yCTR  in  growing,  and 
livM  five  times  eight  jnn ;  the  horse  ie  five  ye«rt  in  growing.  Mnd  live* 
twentjr-flve  j^m,  and  «o  on  with  other  animalo. 
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regard  to  the  probabilities  of  life ;  bnt  they  are  {wogressiii^ 
becoming  more  critical^  and  more  aocurate  also,  in  their  inyeati* 
gatioDs.  Their  ears  and  the  sense  of  tonch  are  being  educated 
with  reference  to  discriminating,  with  precision,  between  normal 
and  abnormal  sounds  of  the  heart.  When  caiefbl  in  their 
examinations,  it  is  sm7>ri8ing  with  what  sucoesa  and  readinesa 
they  detect  irregularities  in  the  dreoktion,  that  would  eacKpe 
the  attention  of  those  inexperienced  in  those  pursuita. 

Unfavorable  conditions  of  the  heart,  the  lungs,  kidneys,  etc., 
require  a  very  nice  perception  of  variations  from  their  action  in 
health  or  disease. 

Those  organs  are  exceedingly  over-worked,  and,  therefore, 
driven  into  a  degree  of  unnatural  activity  by  the  habits,  bad 
customs,  imagined  business  demands,  and  vices  of  the  times; 
and  the  consequence  is,  an  increased  mortality  from  those 
sources,  quite  rare  among  our  old-fashioned  ancestoi^,  who  pro- 
ceeded with  moderation  in  their  affairs. 

A  Imrricd  pulse,  far  above  the  ordinary  beats  of  the  heart, 
when  the  expenditure  of  vital  force  is  in  equipoise  with  the 
ratio  of  supply,  tends  to  injury.  We  are  constituted  for  excite- 
ments. If  not  too  long  continued,  no  injury  accrues.  But 
when  the  tension  is  kept  up  continuously,  too  long,  the  next 
phase  is  debility. 

A  preparation  for  being  examined  for  a  life  policy  some- 
times  quickens  the  pulse  exceedingly  ;  and  one  not  accustomed 
to  the  siMden  changes  which  emotions  of  the  mind  may  produce, 
is  liable  to  grave  mistakes. 

Medical  gentlemen  are  occasionally  blamed  for  mistakes,  as 
though  they  were,  or  at  least  ought  to  be,  infallible,  when  in 
the  service  of  insurance  institutions,  trust  companies,  and  the 
like,  where  professional  opinions  are  required  in  granting  their 
favors. 
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Those  vho  have  paseed  through  a  tedious  profeeaional  pre- 
paration for  being  eminently  qaaliiied  to  diBcriniinate  one  Eound 
from  another,  or  determine  hy  pressure  at  the  tip  of  a  linger, 
whether  an  applicant  for  life  insurance  may  live  ten  years,  or 
expire,  in  all  human  probability,  in  ten  days,  are  attended  with 
jaiuful  anxieties,  and  environed  by  more  responsibilities  than 
officers  of  such  institutions  recognize. 

Unfortunately,  tor  the  honor  of  tlie  medical  profession,  the 
qnaMcations  of  medical  officers  are  decided  upon  by  persons 
who  have  not  the  requisite  knowledge  of  the  value  of  science 
for  guiding  theiu  in  a  choice.  A  blockhead  is  quite  as  oflen 
chosen  to  a  responsible  professional  position,  as  a  man  of 
superior  attainments.  A  pecuniary  in£ucnce,  or  relationship  to 
one  of  the  directors  or  an  influential  stockholder,  may  decide  an 
appointment.  Is  merit  ignored  ?  This  declaration  is  abund- 
antly sustained  in  looking  at  the  names  of  some  vlio  are  the 
beet  bowers  of  many  life-offices,  but  who  could  not  pass  an 
examination  for  the  position  of  a  village  pedagogue. 

Admitting  the  capacity  of  women  for  occupying  all  places, 
and  for  engaging  in  almost  all  pursuits  heretofore  considered 
the  special  properties  of  men,  tlie  furtlier  we  proceed  the  more 
openings  seem  to  present  for  them. 

It  is  not  desirable  tliat  they  should  unsex  themselves  for  the 
Bake  of  employments  which  in  ages  past  have  been  denied  them. 
It  is  by  no  means  necessary  tliat  they  should  ride  a  horse  likes 
nioas-trooper,  tend  saw-mills,  hew  stone,  labor  in  quarries,  coal- 
mines, iron-foundries,  or  go  where  their  presence  would  bo 
inappropriate. 

Women  may  be  admirable  gardeners,  florists,  fmit-growera, 
wool-raisers,  cultivate  vineyards,  or,  indeed,  as  many  of  them 
do,  carry  on  extensive  farming  operations.  Fruits  have  always 
commanded  good  prices ;  the  demand,  thus  far,  has  been  greater 

I  the  supply.    They  are  wanted  everywhere. 
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BoccesB,  even  when  the  Live  was  kept  witliin  a  eool  part  of  the 
building,  and  the  foraging  inaecta  went  out  and  in  throngh 
walls, 

Tliroughout  the  country  there  ia  not  a  poor  widow,  a  forlorn 
Bpinster,  or  an  idle  woman,  who  cannot  descend  to  pursuits  be- 
low the  estimate  she  places  upon  her  social  position,  who  might 
not  have  a  pleasant  revenue  from  this  delightful  employment 
of  honey-raising. 

Throughout  continental  Europe,  peasant  women  are  ac- 
ouetomed  to  labor  in  the  field  side  by  side  with  men.  They 
have  the  same  organic  efnictnro,  functional  peculiarities,  in- 
Btincta,  and  necesailiea  of  the  most  elevated  of  the  sex,  yet  they 
are  quite  overlooked  in  researches  for  physical  aigns  of  incapa- 
city for  Buch  lives  as  they  lead. 

Because  women  can  endure  liardships,  can  labor,  lift,  dig, 
saw,  carry  burdens,  and  drive  tcAms,  it  ia  not  an  argument  in 
favor  of  ohli^ng  them  to  do  so,  neither  does  it  accord  with  our 
civilization  not  to  attempt  relieving  them. 

Studying  their  condition  at  every  step,  from  the  lowest  to 
the  highest  ronnd  in  the  ascending  ladder  of  life,  in  all  countries, 
the  conclusion  arrived  at,  in  reference  to  their  longevity,  is 
this :  that  more  women  live  beyond  a  century  than  men,  their 
circuni8taiicc&,  ceterU  parQius,  being  equal.  Both,  however, 
in  communities  most  distinguish cd  for  enlture  and  intelli- 
gence, full  far  short  of  the  years  they  would  hav-o  attained  to, 
bad  they  not  violated  many  immutable  laws  of  health. 

Public  regiiitcrs  abound  with  notices  of  luea  and  women 
who  have  lived  far  beyond  the  eupijosed  ordinary  limit  of 
human  life,  on  the  presumption  that  threescore  auj}  ten  ta  the 
doomed  meaaure  of  our  days. 

The  more  quiet,  unobtrusive,  and  less  eipoecd  way  of  life  of 
women  te  bvorablo  to  their  longevity.  They  are  rarely  sub- 
30 
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jectcd  to  those  sudden  assaults  upon  the  constitntioD,  those  fric- 
tions of  a  rude  world,  or  'those  personal  contentioDs,  which 
wear  away  men.  As  they  are  rarely  exposed  to  etorms,  or 
called  upon  to  test  the  strength  of  their  muscles,  or  perplex 
their  brains  with  problems  and  difficulties  which  break  down 
strong  men  prematurely,  their  chance  for  prolonged  life  is 
better. 

Individuals  pass  through  dreadful  trials  of  bodj  and  mind, 
and  thousands  of  females  throng  madhouses^  the  yictims  of 
cruelty  and  oppression;  but,  as  a  whole,  the  expectation  of 
life  is  altogether  in  their  faror. 

Women  are  less  corrupt  than  men,  even  when  wickedly 
debased  by  vicious  associations.  They  think  less  evil^  avoid 
polluting  influences,  and  thus  are  secured  fi:om  manj  direct 
causes  of  premature  death. 

Were  it  not  for  wandering  too  far  into  the  r^ons  of 
antiquity,  illustrations  of  prevailing  opinbns,  that  females  had 
a  peculiar  tenacity  of  life,  might  be  gathered.  But  we  ascribe 
what  in  the  olden  tjnio  was  thought  an  extraordinary  endow- 
ment of  vitality,  to  their  habitual  sobriety,  propriety,  and 
happy  exemption  from  turmoils  and  excitements  that  wear  out 
men. 

The  book  of  Genesis  gives  a  narrative  of  the  old  age  of 
Sarah,  and  a  remarkable  physiological  revolution  in  her  system, 
perhaps  hardly  ever  paralleled  since.  Becoming  a  mother  in 
extreme  old  age,  is  by  no  means  a  common  occurrence.* 

♦  Mr.  W.  J.  Tlioras'  new  book,  "  Human  Longevity  :  Its  Facts  and  it« 
Fictions/'  demolishes  the  pretensions  of  many  of  the  marvellous  "  old  men  '* 
of  tradition  to^have  lived  a  century  and  upward.  He  clearly  proves  that 
"  Old  Parr,"  Jenkins,  and  the  Countess  of  Desmond,  who  are  reputed  to  have 
survived  to  140  or  upward,  are  cases  of  longevity  resting  upon  no  positive 
evidence.  He  demonstrates  that  the  ages  of  a  more  modem  series  of  cen- 
tenarians were  as   fpllaws  :-r-Mary  Btllinge,  not  112,  but  91 ;    Jonathan 


Erytliea,  the  Sybil,  saya  that  Phlegon  lived  ten  hundred 
years.  In  the  writings  of  Matthew  Paris,  it  ia  asBerted  that  the 
Wandering  Jew  was  recognized  in  1229.  Next,  copying  the 
story  of  a  man  who,  at  the  age  of  three  Imndred  and  thirty- 
five,  was  brought  into  the  august  presence  of  Lopez  de  Caate- 
nada,  while  viceroy  of  India,  and  similar  extravagant  legends, 
a  formidable  array  of  strange  biographies  might  be  collected. 
They  are  of  no  value,  being  curiosities  of  history,  once  believed 
to  be  true,  wlien  a  few  monks  wrote  for  the  aetoniahment  of 
ignorant,  superstitious  millions. 

Whether  persons  in  modem  times  have  attained  patriarchal 
longevity,  admits  of  a  reasonable  doubt.  However,  there  are 
exceptions  to  general  laws ;  and  whenever  a  man  or  a  woman 
passes  beyond  one  hundred  years,  their  vitality  must  have  been 
remarkable, ' 

Henry  Jenkins,  who  in  his  twelfth  year  led  a  horse  laden 
with  arrows  to  the  "battlefield  of  Flodden,  reached  the  age 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  years.  This  case  seems  well  authen- 
ticated, as  the  record  of  his  burial  by  a  national  subscription 
gave  extensive  notoriety  to  his  extraordinary  longevity. 

Thomas  Parr  died  at  one  hundred  and  fifty-two.  He  was 
buried  in  Weetminster  Abbey.  That  circumstance  shows  the 
deep  public  interest  in  the  fact  that  be  had  reached  an  age  that 
created  oniversal  surprise,  and,  therefore,  be  was  entombed 
witliin  the  sacred  edifice,  where  none  but  memorable  persons 
were  honored  in  death. 

Heevoa,  not  I(h4,  but  80 ;  Mary  Donnlon,  nnt  106,  but  100 ;  Joahan  Miller, 
not  in,  but  DO  ;  George  Fletclier,  Dot  108,  but  Od  :  Oeorf,'e  Bmitb,  not  lOS, 
bnt  OS :  Edward  Couch,  not  110.  but  9!i ;  William  Webb,  not  lOG,  but  Oa  ; 
John  Dtiwe,  nut  116.  but  87;  George  Brewer,  not  lOG.  but  1>8:  Mary  Hicks,' 
not  104,  but  DT.  Beaidpa  these,  *.  few  other  otsea  arc  introduced,  of  which 
kU  that  the  anthor  can  nhow  ia,  that  there  ia  no  oonvinciDg  evidence  of  tha 
•averted  age. — He  admilH  aaly  two  ae  proven  out  of  the  long  toll  of  news- 
paper nnlPuarituiB.    We  have  facls  to  confute  Mr.  Thorn. 
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Wlien  Pliilip  d'llerbelot  was  one  hundred  and  fourteen,  he 
presented  a  bonqnet  to  Louis  XIV.  on  his  birthday.  **  What 
have  you  done,"  asked  his  majesty,  ^^  to  have  reached  bo  ^rreat 
an  age  ? "  Tlie  old  man  replied,  being  then  a  government  pen- 
sioner, "  From  the  age  of  fifty,  please  your  majesty,  I  have 
shut  my  heart  and  opened  my  cellar." 

While  the  National  Assembly  of  France  was  in  aession, 
October  23d,  1789,  a  man  at  the  age  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  was  announced.  All  the  members  rose  as  he  entered. 
Amidst  a  whirlwind  of  applause  he  walked  to  an  arm-chair  in 
front  of  the  secretaries.  He  then  presented  a  certificate  of  his 
baptism,  proving  his  birth  at  St.  Sobin,  October  10,  1669.  By 
'manual  labor  he  had  supported  himself  till  the  expiration  of  a 
century.  A  pension  of  two  hundred  livres  per  annum  was  then 
granted  by  the  king.  A  contribution  was  voted  kim,  and  the 
old  man  was  lodged  at  the  public  expense  in  the  Patriotic 
School.     Pupils  of  all  ranks  waited  upon  him. 

When  Napoleon  I.  was  first  consul,  he  decorated  two  men 
on  the  same  occasion,  who  were  one  hundred  years  old,  before 
an  immense  concourse  of  people. 

At  an  inauf;:uration  of  an  equestrian  statue  of  Louis  XIV., 
at  the  Palace  of  Yictories,  Aug.  20,  1822,  Pierre  Huet,  called 
tlie  fatlier  of  the  Fj'cnch  army,  was  present, — being  one  hun- 
dred and  sixteen.  Ills  countenance  was  venerable,  his  voice 
sonorous,  and  a  flowing  wliite  beard  gave  dignity  to  his  appear- 
ance, lie  had  been  a  cotemporary  of  the  king,  whose  i*eign  the 
Bourbon  dynasty  were  commemorating. 

Dr.  Banies,  of  Edinburgh,  gives  a  narrative  of  Kobert 
Boman,  in  the  Philosophical  Journal  of  that  city,  who  lived  to 
be  one  hundred  and  fifteen.  lie  distinctly  remembered  the  re- 
bellion of  1714.  Among  other  curious  recollections,  he  re- 
mcmbered  when  barley  was  three  shillings  for  a  Carlisle  bushel ; 
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^btcen  pence ;  butter,  tlirec  pence  a  poimd  ;  and  eggs,  a 
Jf  ft  dozen.  His  food  Lad  been  principallv  milk,  but  be 
partook  of  whatever  food  was  prepared  for  the  family.  Nei- 
ther tea,  coffee,  or  tobacco  was  ever  need  by  him.  When  hun- 
gry, he  ate ;  retired  early  to  bed,  when  eleepj,  but  had  no  fixed 
habite. 

The  foregoing  eases  of  extreme  longevity  have  been  cited 
to  sliow  that  well  authenticated  eases  are  numerons,  of  life  be- 
ing prolonged  beyond  a  century,  which  haa  been  questioned 
very  frequently  of  lute.  But  a  few  only,  one  in  millions  upon 
millions,  have  had  such  vitality. 

We  could  show,  with  equal  e«rtaiuty,  that;  more  females 
have  reached  an  uncommon  longevity  than  nmlos.  A  very  few 
have  considerably  passed  one  hundred  years,  one  hundred  and 
ten,  one  hundred  and  twenty;  and  the  Countess  of  Desmond, 
one  hundred  and  forty-two ! 

In  the  course  of  one  century,  one  man  in  many  mittiona 
may  arrive  at  the  age  of  one  hundred  years,  while  within  the 
same  period  more  women  live  to  a  full  century  than  men. 

Among  the  Pension  Office  reconls,  at  Washington,  on  a  list 
of  twenty-one  surviving  soldiere  of  the  Kevolution,  a  few  years 
since,  eighteen  of  them  had  reached  100  years,  and  upwards. 
There  were  Sve  who  were  passed  101;  fonr,  102;  two,  103; 
two,  105  ;  two,  100,  and  one,  109. 

In  the  catalogue  of  widows  of  revolutionary  soldiers,  draw- 
ing pensions,  there  were  twenty  who  were  100  years  old,  and 
eleven  who  were  97.  Dinah  Vick,  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  died 
1S71,  at  the  age  of  109.  The  oldest  person  drawing  a  pi-nslou 
was  Cliloa  Flatford,  Virginia,  who  died  at  116.  The  next  per- 
6oa  was  Charity  Flindman,  of  West  Virginia,  who  was  113, 

The  Southern  States  offer  more  examples  of  extreme  lon- 
gevity than  the  Northern.    'Mrs.  McDonald,  of  Tennessee,  died 


470  TMC  WAYS  OF  WOMEN. 

at  106 ;  Mrs.  Sbaw,  of  New  Orleans,  at  107 ;  Mrs.  Thrasher,  of 
Georgia,  103;  Mrs.  Trucker,  of  N.  Carolina,  109,  and  Mrs. 
Harris,  of  Georgia,  101.* 

Were  it  possible,  at  this  moment,  to  gather  a  catalogue  of 
tlie  oldest  persons,  now  living,  the  largest  number  of  the  whole 
would  probably  be  females. 

Ko  particular  system  of  diet  is  superior  to  another,  accord- 
ing to  the  histories  of  those  who  have  had  such  loTkg  leases  of 
life. 

There  is  another  chronicle  of  men  and  women  who  have  vio- 
lated all  the  common  laws  of  health,  having  been  as  irr^uhir 
and  erratic  as^the  wind,  whose  longevity  equalled  thooe  who 
conformed  to  all  the  requirements  of  a  well-r^ulated  life. 

Donald  McDonald,  about  forty  years  ago,  was  sent  to  the 
House  of  Correction,,  in  Boston^  because  he  was  intemperate 
and  quarrelsome,  being  then  one  hundred  and  seven  years  old  I 
His  father  died  in  Scotland  at  the  age  of  one  hundred  and 
tliirty-seven^  in?  consequence  of  an  injury  to  the  spine,  bv  fall- 
ing down  stairs. 

Who  can  doubt  the  transmission  of  vitality  or  vital  force 
from  parent  to  child  I 

Undoubtedly,  the  death  rate  is  accelerated  by  intemperance 
in  this  and  all  other  countries.     We  are  already  called  a  nation 

* 

of  drunkards,  by  those  who  have  not  had  the  good  fortune  to 
become  acquainted  with  the  best  specimens  of  American  so- 
ciety. The  vice  of  intemperance  is  deeply  rooted  in  the  con- 
stitution  of  so  many,  that  its  baneful  and  destroying  influence 
taints  the  blood  of  those  who  derive  their  being  from  such 
polluted  sources. 

*  Hugcr,  a  colored  woman,  recently  died  near  Alexandria,  Ky.,  at  the  ag« 
of  122.  She  was  bom  in  Virginia,  March  21,  1751.  She  had  been  blind 
twenty  years.  Her  memory  was  good.  She  was  presumed  to  be  the  oldest 
person  in  the  United  States. 
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Neitlicr  legialation,  moral  euaaion,  nor  temperauw  reformers 
have  gained  muck  BQCceae  in  tlicir  eSort&  to  stay  the  progress  of 
that  dreadful  vice.  There  are  temporary  lulls  and  loud  expres- 
sions of  enthusiasm  when  some  newly-devised  schemes  for  re- 
form are  proposed.  Alae  1  neither  the  beauties  of  sobriety,  nor 
the  horrors  of  a  prison  make  any  lasting  impression  on  the  case- 
hardened  brains  of  inehnates.  Their  morbid  thirst  is  a  disease 
beyon<l  the  resources  of  medicine,  in  its  present  imperfect 
state. 

There  are  persons  so  organized,  they  crave  unasual  excite- 
ment. Tliclr  temperaments  cannot  be  kept  in  equilibrium  with 
cold  water.  They  will  hatard  reputation,  and  even  life,  for  in- 
dulgenca  The  sober-minded  arc  taxed  for  the  support  of  va- 
gabonds and  criminals,  who  were  made  such  by  intemperance. 

There  is  one  untried  remedy.  When  mild  wines  are  cheaper 
than  beer,  ale,  whiskey,  and  brain-crazing  cordials,  those  who 
•  look  upon  wine  as  a  luxury  beyond  their  reach  will  prefer  it. 
Then  Intemperance  will  he  less  frequent,  and  a  new  condition 
of  society  may  be  anticipated,  most  gratifying  to  philanthro- 
pists, to  Christian  laborers,  in  the  midst  of  wide-spread  vice 
and  dissipation,  but  not  before. 

Wine  can  be  made  In  sufficient  qnantities  to  root  out  the 
undennining  destruction  of  distilleries,  California,  alone,  baa 
more  thab  sufficient  for  the  remedy — but  it  must  be  cheaper. 

Give  those  who  are  maddened  by  strong  potations  some- 
thing superior  to  meet  the  demands  of  a  morbid  craving,  and 
in  fifty  years  the  public  sentiment  will  sustain  tliis  proposi- 
tion. 

Looking  to  an  extended  tenure  of  human  life,  by  conform- 
ing more  anderstandingly  to  the  laws  of  health,  which  are  be- 
ing better  understood  through  the  active  inSiience  of  tlie  prese, 
and  when  women  rise  to  tiiat  social  elevation  they  are  to  have, 
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lougevity  will  not  be  regarded  as  a  wonder,  aa  it  Las  been,  bnt 
a  uatural  coutjequcuce  of  conforming  to  those  principlefi  which 

science  demonstrates  to  be  the  way  to  health  and  long  life.* 

■ —  • 

*  The  Imut  censuB  prrseota  tb«  foUowing  carioai  facta  : 
j  The  total  iHipuUtioQ  of  the  country  b  aboal  38,250,000^ 

P  Total  number  of  deaths  in  the  current  cenaus  jear,  492,268,  or  about  1,SI9 

(!  per  diem. 

Ij  March  8ii*ui8  to  be  the  moat  fatal  mouth,  leading  all  others  bjr  mbaat  1  000. 

^  March,  April,  and  Mav  form  the  moftt  fatal  quarter,  exceeding  anj  other 

three  conetecutive  months  by  over  13,000. 
^  The  births  uumber  1,100,475,  or  about  3,000  j>er  diem. 

The  blind  number  about  ^,000. 

The  di>af  and  dumb  about  16,000. 
V  The  idiotic  about  24,000. 

The  insane  about  37,000,  nearly  one-third  of  whom  are  of  foreign  birth. 

Persons  over  80  years  of  a|re  number  about  150,000. 

PerM>ns  over  90  years  of  age  number  about  7,000. 

Persons  over  100  years  of  age  number  about  8,500. 

Of  those  over  90  years,  the  females  are  in  excess  by  about  1,200. 

Of  those  over  100  years,  the  females  exceed  the  males  by  about  1  OOQl 
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CHAPTER  SXXVm. 


Thkih  Fdtcrb  is  the  Ukited  States. 

I  Women  Considered  in  Law— Polilicil  f^tiu— Mixed  Schools— Vnlgai 
Men— The  Evidence  of  Low  Breeding— Schools  (or  Sepnraliog  Oirlsand 
Boya— Ruflfliio  ApprehenBloii- AnnusJ  Teapot  TeiupcBta — Scliool  Im- 
provemenW — Political  Equality  of  the  Sexes. 

In  every  period  of  hnman  history,  women  liave  been  con- 
[  Bidered  inferior  to  men.  All  laws  for  the  regulation  of  society 
liave  invariablj  been  m  framed  as  to  perpetuate  the  absurd  idea, 
I  that  they  have  neither  capacity  nor  a  right  to  participate  in 
I  concerns  of  common  interest,  which  tradition,  custom,  and  the 
[  Eovereign  power  exdiuively  con£de  to  mate  memberB  of  the 
community. 

Among  eavages  and  barbarians,  where  that  tlieory  must  have 
origiuated,  females  are  estimated  as  necessary  appendages,  but 
not  equals.  Before  the  spread  of  Christianity  their  condition, 
even  under  the  iiiuat  tavorablo  aspect,  was  that  of  slavery.  All 
that  has  been  accomplished  for  their  elevation,  and  protection 
in  the  enjoyment  of  privileges, — such  as  they  are,  even  in  the 
most  enlightened  states  of  Europe  and  the  United  States, — is 
due  to  the  influence  of  Cliristianity. 

Women  will  rise  liigher,  and  be  sustained  in  their  claims  to 

i  an  equal  share  of  whatever  contributes  most  to  the  security, 

happiness,  and  progress  in  the  world,  in  proportion  to  the  heed 

given  to  those  divine  truths  which  were  revealed  and  inculcated 

by  our  Lord  and  Saviour. 

There  have  been  fortunate  individuals  among  women  in  all 
I  ages.  Some  were  bom  to  renown.  Very  few  of  them  have 
■  30* 
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rciKdbed  political  ditdnotrai  hj  the  mera  eseraiB  of  mapeaat 
ddn  or  inteUigenoe,— «iid  dmplj  beeaiiae  banien  wem  imv- 
poeed  between  them  and  the  objeetoof  thdrmiliitibiilgr  liieenf- 
tineas  of  men.  When  they  haTe  hold  the  reins  of  ggommoeak 
hj  hereditaiy  daima  that  eoold  not  be  aet  aaide^  tibegr  lunre  in- 
TariaUy  exhibited  qnalitiea  fliat  inoonteatsUj  psoved  tbeyiran 
not  inferior  to  kinga. 

Kotwithfitanding  the  Qneen  can  do  no  "Wrtrng  under  Aa 
Conatitntion  of  Great  ftitain, — ^the  lawa  <^  E&i^aiid  tdoe  eog- 
nizanoe  of  a  f earfbl  array  of  illegal  acta  iHuch  her  female  eob- 
jeeta  may  oommiti  and  are  poniahed'for,  w^oat  tzoiiblipg  men 
of  low  degree^  who  are  goil^  of  betraying  them  and  deatioyiag 
their  proepecta  and  happineaa. 

A  hoaband  may  cruelly  abnae  hia  own  wife^  boaie  of  hoa 
bone  and  fleah  of  hia  fleah,  and  yetdie  haa  no  redieea^  or  next 
to  none,  in  one  of  the  moat  enlightened  ooontriaa  ^  tb^  i^bbe. 
How  much  better  ia  it  here  t 

What  does  it  amoant  to  towarda  securing  better  treat- 
ment, by  putting  an  infamous,  drunken  husband  under  bonds 
in  the  sum  of  seventy-five  cents,  to  keep  the  peace,  who  re- 
turns home  from  the  police  office  and  breaks  his  wife's  ribs 
in  revenge  for  having  his  conduct  exposed  in  court  ? 

A  woman  is  by  law  held  to  be  inferior  to  a  man  in  this 
blessed  American  Union.  While  single,  she  is  manager  of  her 
own  property ;  but  the  moment  of  entering  upon  the  holy  state 
of  matrimony,  her  individuality  is  lost.  She  is  then  Mrs.  Uq. 
body  in  all  legal  transactions. 

As  a  spinster,  she  is  compelled  to  pay  taxes,  can  be  assessed* 
for  public  expenditures  which  do  not  meet  her  approbation,  but 
she  is  not  allowed  to  vote  for  officers  placed  in  authority  over 
her,  nor  is  she  elegible  to  any  place  or  position  of  honor  op 
trust  imder  the  law. 
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As  a  married  n'oinan,  bIig  loses  tbe  privilege  slie  had  before 
of  deeding  away  land,  making  a  will,  of  doiug  auytliing,  in 
Bbort,  which  her  lord  and  maetcr  forbids.  On  becoming  a 
widow,  slie  regains  her  Biispended  pririlegeB,  and  theh  bays, 
Bells,  and  bequeathes  her  estate  to  whom  she  chooses. 

Women,  certainly,  have  legal  rights"  here,  as  wives,  bnt 
tliey  are  very  much  mixed  and  obst^nred  by  lawmakers,  who 
thofl  far  haVe  contrived  to' keep  the  balance  of  power  in  their 
own  bands. 

In  Turkey,  a  wife  is  property.  If  she  does  wrong,  iLe 
husband,  as  proprietor,  ie  notified,  he  being  accountable  for  her 
acts.  There  are  no  tedious  investigations  into  the  particulars  of 
the  wrong-doing  of  which  she  is  accused.  If,  in  hie  estimation, 
punishment  sliould  be  inflicted,  lie  is  both  jury,  judge,  and 
executive  officer.  The  public  sympathy  is  never  excited  when 
a  member  of  the  harem  disappears,  if  the  fact  is  noised  abroad, 
because  it  is  nothing  that  concerns  the  public  A  Turkish 
gentleman  may  sink  a  woman  once  a  week  in  the  Eosphonis, 
without  disturbiDg  the  placidity  of  her  acquaintances  or  his 


Women  are  worse  treated  where  tbe  standard  of  moral  ac- 
conntability  claims  to  be  far  above  that  of  the  Koran.  Turks 
are  careful  of  their  property.  They  neither  beat,  bruise,  nor 
maim  their  wives.  They  put  them  to  death  when  the  law  re- 
quires them  to  protect  tlie  community  against  a  repetition  of  a 
crime  of  wliich  bis  property, — his  woman,  is  guilty.  That  is 
'  ^vcmmeut  economy,  and  saves  the  expense  of  a  public 
execution. 

PoLmcAX  Statcs. 

We  believe  a  woman  is  man*s  equal,  and  entitled  to  all 
privileges  and  immtmities  accorded  to  men  by  laws  made  for 
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monoiH)lizing  what  by  nature  and  the  eternal,   nnd^mgeable 
principles  of  jostiee,  belongs  to  her,  in  nutlripg  £^  their  own. 

That  doctrine  is  gaining  ground  rapidly.  Until  their  rights 
are  restore*!,  of  which  they  have  for  fifly  centories  been  de- 
prived, civilization  cannot  be  thorough  and  complete.  The 
uiillenniuni  will  commence  when  that  great  day  of  doing  as 
we  would  be  done  by  is  ushered  in,  by  acknowledging  that 
women  are  entitled  to  life,  liberty,*  and  the  pursuit  of  happi- 
ness accorded  to  men,  whether  they  have  brain,  capacity,  monl 
integrity,  or  not. 

Under  no  ancient  or  modem  form  of  government  have 
they  ever  had  accorded  to  them  the  privileges  to  'which  they 
are  entitled.  They  are  of  as  much  importance  as  men.  They 
were  created  for  one  another,  and  must  associate.  Being 
equals  by  nature,  women  should  share  equally  and  equitably 
with  men  in  all  things.  It  is  only  in  a  republic  that  a  pn>- 
spcct  of  restoring  to  them  that  which  has  been  taken,  can  be  ex- 
pected. It  is  rank  hypocrisy  to  boast  of  republican  equality 
when  one  half  the  population  is  exercising  all  the  power,  not 
even  permitting  the  voice  of  the  injured  party  to  be  heard 
w^lien  the  plea  is  simply  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution, 
that  taxation  and  representation  shall  go  together. 

AVe  are  examining  a  fundamental  principle,  not  because  it 
would  be  a  gratification  to  see  half  the  members  of  the  House 
and  Senate  at  Washington  old  ladies,  alternately  taking  part  in 
debates  on  great  national  questional,  and  then  taking  snuff. 
There  are  not  many  women  qualified  for  those  arm-chairs  in 
Congress ;  and  if  there  were,  but  few  would  consent  to  be 
associated  with  such  rude,  boisterous,  uncouth  specimens  of  un- 
polished humanity  as  are  seen  there,  singularly  contrasting  with 
gentlemen  of  talents,  learning,  and  polished  manners,  who  can 
rarely  be  elected. 
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Womea  can  Lave  equal  rigLts  with  men,  without  Etippoeing 
that  every  one  of  them  will  corrnpt  voters  to  get  tliemeelvea 
elected  a  judge,  a  member  of  the  Citj  Council,  or  chief  of 
polica  •  Tlieir  eharactorifitic  honesty  and  good  Beuae  forbids  the 
idea,  that  they  would  stoop  eo  low  aa  to  accept  places  notorious 
for  the  corruptions  of  those  u&ually  occupying  them  in  these 
d(^;enerate  days  of  pohtical  integrity. 


Mixed  Schools. 

Common  schools,  those  elementary,  free  institutions  which 
Are  the  pride  of  the  people,  the  nurseries  of  the  national  mind, 
fountains  from  whence  Sovn  a  current  which  both  develops 
and  fertilizes  every  order  of  intellect,  must  be  sustained,  if  our 
liberties  are  to  be  preserved. 

Throughout  the  interior  of  the  country,  common-echool 
puiiils  are  of  both  acxes.  Boys  and  girls  meet  on  ft  common 
level,  pureue  the  same  studies,  and  stand  in  classea  togetlier. 
Buch  are  called  mi^ed  schools,  and  they  ore  always  the  best, 
distiugaislied  for  the  progress  of  the  scholars,  and  tlie  care  with 
which  they  are  governed. 

Boya  by  themselves,  or  girls  in  B<Jioola  exclusively  for 
thctii,  are  neither  so  successful  in  study  or  discipline,  as  when 
they  arc  associated  in  their  educational  pursuits.  Mised 
schools  exert  a  happy  influence  on  the  sexes  thus  brought  into 
relations  which  refine  their  manners,  improve  their  deport- 
ment, and  lay  the  foundation  for  that  courtesy,  politeness, 
and  civility,  which  gentlemen,  with  the  slightest  preten- 
sions to  good  breeding,  always  manifest  in  the  presence  of 
ladies. 

When  a  man  walks  the  whole  length  of  a  church  witliout 
removing  his  hat  till  he  enters  the  pew,  it  is  c^uite  certain  swJi 
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vulgiiritv  is  in  consequence  of  never  having  had  the  civiliziiig 
eycfl  of  girls  in  a  school-room  on  him,  or  a  Bister  or  mother  lo 
explAiii  to  him  tliat  such  contempt  for  the  usages  of  eodetyre- 
doun(L»  to  his  injur}*.  If  anotlier  strolls  through  a  parlory  in  the 
presence  of  ladies,  with  his  hat  on,  assuming  an  air  of  inde- 
pendent mmc/tafancey  it  is  another  ordinary  phase  of  vulgarity 
comnion  with  men  who  had  no  early  advantages  of  female 
s<X'ietv. 

Those  coarse,  foul-mouthed  specimens  of  ignorance  and 
presumption,  obscn-able  in  men  who  pretend  to  eondder 
women  their  inferiors,  simply  because  they  are  not  in  panta- 
loons, are  to  \>o  commiserated  for  having  had  no  advantages 
accniing  from  female  society  in  their  early  years,  when  impres- 
sions would  have  been  lasting. 

They  are  the  men  who  have  disagreeable  wives,  deserving 
no  others.  Without  circumlocution,  it  may  be  assumed  as  true, 
that,  by  associating  while  young,  boys  and  girls  improve  and 
polish  one  another.  In  large  families  of  brothers  and  sisters, 
they  iuv  usually  far  in  advance  of  those  only  sons,  or  only 
daughters,  who  are  more  remarkable  for  extreme  selfishness 
than  kindjiess,  suavity,  and  consideration  for  others  not  of  their 
kith  or  kin.  . 

Unfortunately,  the  plan  of  separate  schools  is  prevailing. 
It  is  a  mistake.  The  old  system  is  the  best,  and  the  children 
educated  in  mixed  schools  will  have  the  best  culture  and  the 
best  morals. 

This  view  is  beginning  to  be  entertained  in  the  higher 
seminaries  and  universities.  Young  ladies  now  enter  colleot^s. 
The  idea  of  educating  a  woman  as  men  are  educated,  would 
have  been  ridiculed  once  as  preposterous.  One  serious  objec- 
tion to  permitting  them  to  enter,  was  the  shocking  demoraliza- 
tion and  scandal  that  would  follow,  from  allowing  pretty  girls 
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and  sopliomores  to  meet  in  the  eame  recitation-room  together, 
attend  the  nsnal  exercises  under  professorial  ioBtmction,  and 
then  graduate  baelielore, — since  no  diarter  provides  for  a  degree 
sot  conveying  to  the  possessor  distinctions  belonging  to  the 
masculine  gender. 

.All  those  antiquated  objections  have  been  overturned  by 
the  good  sense  and  inlelligenee  of  a  new  generation,  immeasur^ 
ably  in  advance  of  the  buckram  of  fifty  years  ago.  But  there 
they  are,  model  atudents,  above  reproach,  and  bright  examples 
of  what  a  womnii  may  attain  to  in  the  loftiest  regions  of  litera- 
ture and  technical  science.  So  far  frora  exerting,  by  their 
presence,  a  bad  influence  on  frivolous  nndorgmduates,  de- 
corum is  insured  where  formerly  there  were  boisterous 
displays,  and  industry,  where  there  was  formerly  inattention 
and  idleness.  Young  college  ladies  are  a  blessing,  because 
order,  civility,  and  politeness  are  in  the  ascendant  when  they 
appear. 

We  feel  much  pleased  to  express,  here,  our  public  recogni- 
tion of  their  ntility  at  college  in  arresting  the  waves  of  pro- 
fanity, cant  expressions,  and  innuendoes  that  become  epidemic 
■where  young  men  are  exclusively  by  themselves,  however  well 
reared  at  home.  Those  indolent  youngsters  who  used  to 
graduate  blockheads,  will  diminish  in  number  by  the  admis- 
sion of  female  classmates.  They  would  be  stimulated  to  far 
greater  effort,  rather  than  be  eclipsed  by  tlieir  accomplished, 
fascinating  inferiors,  as  women  were  formerly  considered. 
With  all  the  outcry  against  the  claims  of  women  to  political 
equality,  and  the  spirited  determination  of  the  strong-minded 
representatives  of  the  feminine  order  for  a  clear  way  to  the 
polls,  there  is  not  the  slightest  danger  from  granting  them  all 
they  ask.  Not  one  in  a  thousand  would  exhibit  the  slighteat 
ambition   for   positions  they  were  not  abundantly  qualified 
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lor   imryiiiiig  en&Mj  to  ikaamiwm  mmi  Hm  haoot  «l 
tibflir  ooDstitaente.* 

Bnam  is  a  dcupntian,  .  Aqr  MpintioM  Aera  Cir  psfi^^ 
eomnpoiidiiig  willi  the  dereloping  intalUjgeDfis  of  dioM  JeoMb 
8tiideiit8|  seem  to  haTe  alanaed  the  iratdi4cigB  qf  tiie  givPHB- 
ment  ftknol>tan;»obriJetib^rec»diictodlhf^ 

HJhe^lfhiiiitorofPiiMieBistnietkm 
Cpom  the  diattj  hOariij  <tf  a  ft^  P^^tty  miiwoe  at 
•oeh  annhnoMiy  meeliiig  d  antiqiiitod  BpimtUsn  im, 
speetadeB^  wiga^  and  hkKMnfin)  as  prodaim  ibmr  aolwum  Tfwnla 
tioQ  to  lose  the  hone  or  -win  the  aiddle.  m  Kew  Xotk  and 
Boston,  would  ahake  diat  froaea  empae  from  Ua  eeotoe  to  ila 
dicmnferaioe.  Bat  We,  where  we  aie  need  to  mmmi 
ezploaioiis  of  threatened  destroctioii  from  wind-|M^^  Aegr  oid^ 
create  merriment.  The  people  laugh,  the  Adned&irti^tieii 
langhfly  the  reformers  laugh,  also,  and  then  the  tempest  i&  ^m 
teapot,  concocted  by  a  few  dozens  of  old  maids  to  aUaj  their 
nervousness,  subsides,  to  reappear  the  following  season,  as 
hybernating  animals  awake  from  a  winter  slumber. 


*  The  Russian  Qovemment  has  Just  made  a  remarkable  announceznent  Ut 
its  official  organs  relative  to  the  Russian  women-students  in  the  UniYerutj 
of  Zurich.  During  the  last  two  years,  says  this  document,  the  number  of 
young  Russian  women  who  study  at  Zurich  has  rapidly  increased;  there  are 
now  more  than  a  hundred  in  the  University  and  Polytechnic  School  in  that 
town.  It  appears  that  recent  developments  indicate  that  these  womea- 
Btudents  are  politicians,  revolutionists,  radicals,  and  inclined  to  free-love,  he 
coming  by  reason  of  these  things  dangerous  alike  to  society,  morals,  and  the 
government.  The  royal  announcement,  after  reciting  many  of  these  faetB» 
concludes  thus  :  "  In  order  to  put  an  end  to  this  abnormal  state  of  things,  it 
is  hereby  announced  to  all  the  Russian  women  who  attend  the  lectures  at  the 
University  and  the  Polytechnic  School  of  Zurich,  that  such  of  them  as  shall 
continue  to  attend  the  above  lectures  after  the  first  of  January,  1874,  "wrill  not 
be  admitted  on  their  return  to  Russi^  to  any  examination,  educational  estab^ 
lishment,  or  appointment  of  any  kind  under  the  control  of  the  government.** 
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Toung  women  have  gninod  adniiseion  to  medical  colleges 
and  hoHpitalfi,  both  here  and  in  all  the  principal  institntious  of 
that  kind  in  Europe.  There  was  a  prodigious  outcry  ngainst 
such  impropriety  at  first.  Doors  were  closed  against  tliem  by 
the  faculty.  But  the  public  eentiinent  was  stronger  than  the 
obstinacy  of  foeeilized  professors,  and  the  law  compelled  objec- 
tors to  gire  way  to  the  .progress  of  ueefiil  knowledge,  to 
unbar  the  gates  and  let  them  enter,  sit  and  lenm. 

Next,  as  old  cot^ks  crow  the  young  ones  learn,  saj-e  an  an- 
cient proverb.  Ualf-fledged  medical  students  pretended  they 
felt  themselves  insulted  by  the  presence  of  young  female 
students,  whose  purity  of  character,  ladylike  deportment,  and 
aaperior  culture  were  a  reproach  to  their  own  uncoDcealed 
coarseness,  rudeness,  and  vulgarity.  Time  soon  corrected  their 
impressions  of  the  deteriorating  effects  of  the  quiet  attention  of 
feminine  intruders,  as  they  saw,  to  their  extreme  mortification, 
that  the  despised  new-comers  entirely  outstripped  thera  over  the 
course, — won  distinguished  honors,  and  left  those  adf-rightcona, 
complacent  donkios  in  the  rear. 

Precisely  the  same  conflict,  to  some  extent,  has  occurred 
here.  Both  colleges  and  medical  schools  have  fought  bravely 
in  a  bad  cause,  to  prevent  women  from  participating  in  educa- 
tional advantages  which  have  been  too  long  exclusively  con- 
sidered the  birthright  of  men.  The  result  haa  been  to 
bring,  into  existence  medical  colleges  for  women,  and 
more  are  roquired.  With  constantly  incrcadng  onmben 
of  students,  the  demand  for  their  professional  servicea  the  mo- 
ment they  are  qualified,  is  opening  the  eyes  of  the  exelnsives. 
Quite  too  late  for  retrieving  lost  opportunities,  with  a  certaia 
prospect  of  being  outnumbered  in  attendants,  before  many 
eeasona  have  passed,  they  are  now  relaxing, — nnbolting  here 
and  there  a  door.    Collegee  are  all  dtecusfing  the  policy  of 
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Biibmitting  to  what  is  inevitable, — the  admiesion  of   feiuols  j 
pupils.     Medical   schools   arc   loeing   what   they   might   lift  re 
eecured, — the  honor  of  educating  women  to  aseume  higher  uid 
nobler  positions  to  whieh  they  are  called  by  the  voice  of  the  • 
people. 

School  Impuovembnts  Suggested. 

As  no  two  persons  precisely  resemble  each  other  in  ezpti3ft-| 
eion,  so  they  differ  in  their  mental  capacities.     That  school  for   ■ 
girb  will  be  best  which  recognizes  this  fact  by  providing  liberaUy, 
ae  circumstances  will  allow,  for  dovelopiug  and  directing  the 
predominant  faculty  of  the  pupil- 
Heading,  writing,  grammar,  geography,  elementary  arith- 
metic, with  some  few  studies  besides,  comprises  a  common 
Bchool  education.     In  cities,  where  resources  are  greater  than 
in  the  country,  singing  is  tanght ;  sewing,  and,  indeed,  other 
branches  may  be  taught,  supposed  to  be  most  necessary  for 
qnalifjing  pupils  for  duties  that  may  devolve  upon  them  in 
adult  years. 

Some  cliildren,  with  slight  instruction,  would  excel  in 
drawing,  others  in  ntodclling,  their  organs  of  imitation  being 
exceedingly  active, — craving  indulgence.  Instniraental  music, 
too,  should  be  systeraaticglly  taught.  There  are  hundreds  of 
prls  in  public  schools  whose  genius  remains  buried  forever,  just 
because  no  proper  stimulus  to  development  was  ever  presented. 
Musical  instruments  freely  distributed  among  tliose  who  have 
a  taste  for  music,  accompanied  by  daily  instruction  from  a  com- 
petent teacher,  would  bring  to  light  many  to  become  distin- 
^islicd  performers.  It  would  qualify  poor  girls  to  rise  socially, 
to  earn  more  with  less  hard  labor,  than  would  otlienvise  be  their 
lot.  Every  faculty  God  has  blessed  them  with,  should  be  cnl- 
tivaled.     That  is  what  common  schools  ought  to  do,     'VThea 
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tlie  i-icli  are  dietributing  wealtli  tliey  cannot  carry  away  to  a 
world  to  wLich  they  are  LaGtening,  ratlter  than  give  to  iostita- 
tions  burdened  witb  funds,  wliy  not  direct  a  thousand  ordei-s  for 
pianos,  harpa,  accordvons,  music  books,  violins,  guitars,  etc,  to 
distriL^t  or  otlier  common  pcbools,  with  an  express  condition 
tliey  are  for  the  use  of  potir  female  scholars,  to  qualify  tlieni 
to  become  instructors !  Tliat  would  be  a  tme  spccimon  of 
Christian  benevolence. 

Unfortunately  for  the  world,  brilliant  talente  which  tlie 
possessors  were  nnconscione  of  poseeeeing,  often  remain  unde- 
velojied  through  life,  Eimply  because  no  opportunity  for  their 
exercise  was  within  reach  of  the  individaal. 

No  calculations  can  be  made  of  the  amount  of  buried  genius 
that  might  liave  been  roused  into  activity  with  proper  applianeea 
in  early  school-days,  with  systematic  assistance  for  bringing  it 
out.  It  is  a  duty  to  aesiHt,  to  the  extent  of  our  means,  in  the 
cultivation  of  all  the  powers  with  which  girls  and  boyH  are 
blessed.  'VVitliout  aid,  scores  struggle  on,  displaying  extra- 
ordinary natural  gifts  that  i-anuot  be  utilized,  bi'cause  imper- 
fectly educated.  They  know  too  much  of  what  is  unavailable, 
and  not  enough  in  perfection  to  be  instructors  in  branches  for 
which  they  have  a  strong  natural  bias. 

Singing  is  occasionally  tanght  in  a  few  schools  which  are  so 
fortunate  as  to  be  under  the  care  of  gentlemen  and  ladies  who 
appreciate  the  importance  of  having  all  such  branches  taught 
fls  may  be  turned  to  a  practical  purpose.  Some  admirabia 
vocal  performers  have  bad  their  musical  tiUeuta  discovered  in 
those  exen^iscs,  who  arc  now  receiving  Urge  ealaries  in  chorch 
choirs. 

Let  it  be  remembered,  that  a  large  majority  of  all  the 
children  in  all  the  States  never  have  aoceas  to  other  educa- 
tional institutions.     Therefore  let  them  have  all  the  attention 
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a  Eclioole  that  their  clahnG  entitle  them  to  aB  pnbUc 
beneticiarieB.  While  takiDg  lessons  in  reading,  writing,  gram- 
mar, aiithmetic,  etc.,  as  an  agreeable  recreation,  they  could  be 
taught  to  plaj  mueical  instrumente,  and  a  convereatioDal  famili- 
arity with  some  language  besides  their  own.  Severe  stud/, 
long,  tedious  recitations,  committiDg  io  memory  what  they 
cannot  compreheud,  is  not  contemplated  in  this  scheme  for  im- 
provement in  mijied  .schools.  On  the  contrary,  let  them  as 
children  learn  langnnge  by  the  ear,  not  by  grammatical  drillings. 
Music  must  mti  be  taught  in  that  way,  because  they  could  not 
read  notes  if  they  were  not  carefully  taught  the  value  of  each 
character  representing  a  sound. 

Political  Equality  of  the  Seses. 

From  a  close  examination  of  the  great  question  of  the  day, 
whether  women  onght  to  enjoy  the  political  rights  and  priri- 
leges  which  men  exercise,  we  have  arrived  at  a  conclusion  they 
are  quite  as  capable  as  men. 

Four  millions  of  colored  people  were  emancipated  from 
slavery,  and  all  the  inales  above  twenty -one  years  of  age  became 
voters  instanter.  Now,  would  there  be  more  risk  in  granting 
the  same  political  privilege  to  intelligent,  cultivated  women) 

Emigrants  from  foreign  countries,  utterly  ignorant  of  onr  lan- 
guage, and  certainly  so  of  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States,  in  a  few  months  after  their  arrival  become  froemen, 
■voting,  and  may  he  voted  for;  and  yet  one-half  of  the  native 
population,  whose  patriotism,  interest,  property,  and  prayers 
for  the  land  of  their  birth  cannot  be  questioned,  are  resolutely 
kept  under  control  hy  the  law,  as  not  being  as  worthy  to  bo 
intrusted  with  tlie  franchise  as  ignorant  foreigners,  half-br«ed 
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Indiana,  and  negroes  who  can  neither  read,  wi'Ite,  or  know  the 
letters  of  the  alphabet. 

Wherever  the  sexes  mingle,  in  the  family,  primary,  common 
school?,  at  college,  medical  institutions,  and  in  society,  there  is 
most  refinement,  courtesy,  and  intelligence.  One  more  ascend- 
ii^  step  wonld  place  women  where  they  would  have  political 
eqnality,  or  civilization  and  the  genius  of  Christianity  cannot 
progress. 

If  a  concession  is  to  be  made  to  them  anywhei-e,  if  men  arc 
ever  honest  enough  to  acknowledge  the  claims  of  women  to 
eqnal  rights  in  the  pursuit  of  life,  liberty,  and  happiness,  the 
crowning  event  and  the  glorious  tiiumph  will  take  place  in  a 
republic:  and  (rod  grant  tliat  the  honor  may  belong  to  the 
United  States  of  America ! 

The  late  John  Stuart  Mill,  who  dared  to  speak  in  favor  of 
the  elevation  of  women  to  liigher  responeibilitiefl  tlian  the 
jealousy  of  men  in  tlie  old  world  arc  disposed  to  permit,  thus 


"That  everj- step  in  impi-ovement  has  been  so  invariably 
accompanied  by  a  step  made  in  raising  the  social  position  of 
women,  that  historians  and  philosophers  have  been  led  to  adopt 
their  elevation  or  debasement  as,  on  the  whole,  the  surest  test 
and  most  correct  measure  of  the  civilization  of  a  people  or  an 
age.  Through  all  the  progressive  period  of  human  history,  the 
condition  of  women  has  been  approaching  nearer  to  equality 
with  men. 

"  The  profouniiest  knowledge  of  tJie  laws  of  the  formation 
of  character  is  indispensable  to  entitle  any  one  to  affirro  even 
that  there  is  any  difference,  much  more  what  tlie  difference  is, 
between  the  two  sexes,  considered  as  moral  and  rational  beings, 
and  since  no  one  as  yet  has  that  knowledge  (for  there  ia  liardly 
any  subject  which,  in  proportion  to  its  importance,  has  been  bo 
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little  studied),  no  one  ia  thus  far  entitled  to  any  positive  opinion 
on  the  subject. 

"  The  wife  is  the  actual  bond-servant  of  the  husband,  no 
leas  so,  as  far  aa  legal  obligation  goes,  than  slaves  commonly  so- 
called.  Slie  vows  a  life-long  obedience  to  him  at  the  altar,  and 
ia  held  to  it  all  throngh  life  by  law.  Casuists  may  say  that  the 
obligation  of  obedience  stops  short  of  participation  in  crime,  hot 
it  certainly  extends  to  everything  else.  She  can  do  no  act  what- 
ever but  by  liis  permission— at  least,  tacit.  She  can  acquire 
no  property  but  for  him ;  the  instant  it  becomes  her^  even  if  by 
inheritance,  it  becomes  ijiso  facto  his.  In  tins  respect  the 
wife's  position,  under  the  Common  Law  of  England,  is  worse 
than  that  of  slaves  in  many  countries.  By  the  Roman  law,  for 
example,  a  slave  might  have  his  pecitUum,  which,  to  a  certain 
extent,  the  law  guaranteed  to  him  for  his  exclusive  use.  The 
higher  classes  in  this  country  have  given  an  analogous  advantage 
.  to  their  women  through  special  contracts  setting  aside  the  laic, 
by  conditions  of  pin-money,  etc.,  since,  parental  feelings  being 
stronger  than  the  class  feelings  of  their  own  sex,  a  father  gene- 
rally prefers  his  own  daughter  to  a  son-in-law,  who  ie  a  stranger 
to  him.  By  means  of  settlements,  the  rich  usually  contrive  to 
witlidraw  the  whole  or  part  of  the  inherited  property  of  the 
wife  from  the  absolute  control  of  the  husband,  but  tliey  do  not 
succeed  in  keeping  it  under  her  own  control ;  the  ntmost  they 
can  do  only  prevents  the  husband  from  squandering  it,  at  tha 
same  time  debarring  the  rightful  owner  from  its  nse.  Tlie 
property  ia  out  of  the  foach  of  both,  and  as  to  the  income  de- 
rived from  it,  the  fonn  of  settlement  most  favorable  to  the  wife 
(that  called  'to  her  separate  use')  only  precludes  the  hnsbaad 
from  receiving  it  instead  of  her.  It  must  pass  through  her 
hands  ;  but  if  be  takes  it  from  her  by  personal  violence  aa  soon 
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as  she  receives  it,  lie  can  neither  be  punished  nor  compelled  to 
restitution." 

Enlightened  England  1  Such  is  the  Uw.  Is  it,  on  the 
whole,  a  whit  better  among  oar  enlightened  selvee  1 

In  the  Wfstrninai^  Review  oecura  the  following  mortify- 
ing acknowledgment  of  injufitice  towards  women.  It  is  true 
enoogh  to  make  the  eara  of  legislators  tingle : — 

"  This  is  the  wife's  status  with  respect  to  her  individual  in- 
terest, and  her  status  in  regard  to  her  children  is  of  a  pieM 
with  it.  They  are  called  in  law  the  husband's  children,  and  he 
alone  has  legal  right  over  them.  The  wife  can  do  nothing  is 
relation  to  them,  except  by  delegation  from  him,  and,  even  af- 
ter his  death,  she  does  not  become  their  goardian  unless  eha 
Las  been  appoiut«d  so  by  him. 

"  The  natural  sequence  and  copotlsry  from  the  state  of  things 
Iiere  described  would  be,  that  since  a  woman's  whole  comfort 
and  happiness  in  life  '  depend  on  her  finding  a  good  master, 
she  should  be  allowed  to  change,  again  and  again,  until  she 
finds  one.' " 

Here  is  the  opinion  of  another  English  tliinker,  who  fully 
comprehends  a  problem  that  political  demagogues  neither  wish 
to  study  or  understand : — 

Mr.  Herbert  Spencer,  speaking  of  the  rights  of  women, 
saja: — "Three  poaitions  only  are  open  to  us.  It  may  be  said 
that  women  have  no  rights  at  all ;  that  their  rights  are  not  bo 
great  as  those  of  men ;  or  that  they  are  eijual  to  those  of  men. 

"  Whoever  uiaintainB  the  first  of  those  dogmas,  that  women 
have  no  rights  at  all,  most  show  that  the  Creator  intended  wo- 
men to  be  wholly  at  the  mercy  of  men— their  happiness,  their 
their  liberties,  their  lives,  at  man's  disposal ;  or,  in  other  words, 
that  they  were  meant  to  he  treated  as  creatures  of  an  inferior 
order.    F«w  will  have  tlie  hardihood  to  oasert  this. 
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*'  From  die  aecond  propoeition,  that  the  rights  of  women  are 
not  60  great  as  thoee  of  men,  there  immediately  arise  such 
queries  as :  If  they  are  not  so  great,  by  bow  much  are  they 
\es&  i  Wliat  is  the  exact  ratio  between  the  legitimate  claims  of 
the  two  sexes  t  How  shall  we  tell  which  rights  are  common  to 
both,  and  where  those  of  the  male  exceed  those  of  the  female  ? 
Wlio  can  show  ns  a  scale  that  will  serve  for  the  apportionment ! 
Or,  putting  the  question  practically,  it  is  required  to  determine, 
by  some  logical  method,  whether  the  Turk  is  justified  in  plun<y- 
ing  an  offending  Circassian  into  the  Bosphoms?  Whether 
the  rights  of  women  were  violated  by  the  Athenian  law,  which 
allowed  a  citizen,  under  certain  drcumstanees,  to  sell  his 
daugliter  or  sister  I  Whether  our  own  statute,  which  permits  a 
man  to  boat  his  wife  in  moderation,  and  t6  imprison  her  in  any 
room  in  his  house,  is  morally  defensible?  Whether  it  is  equit- 
able that  a  married  wo'man  should  be  incapable  of  holding  pro- 
perty ?  Whether  a  husband  may  justly  take  possession  of  his 
wife's  eai^nings  against  her  will,  as  our  law  allows  him  to  do  ? 
— and  so  forth.  These,  and  a  multitude  of  similar  problems 
present  themselves  for  solution. 

"  In  this  connection  it  is  also  curious  to  contemplate  that  the 
only  things  which  women  are  ordinarily  excluded  from  doing, 
are  just  those  things  which  they  have  proved  thenlselves  best 
able  to  do.  There  is  no  law  or  -custom  in  force  to  prevent  a 
woman  from  writing  plays  like  Shakespeare,  or  operas  like 
Mozart,  but  there  are  laws  and  customs  to  prevent  them  from 
embracing  a  military  or  political  career,  and  Joan  of  Arc  and 
Queen  Elizabeth  are  historical  characters." 

Profoundly  impressed  with  the  importance  of  manfully  aid- 
ing and  assisting  in  the  great  revolution  that  is  to  be  ultimately 
achieved,  we  offer  no  apology  for  strengthening  our  position 
from  any  available  source.    Another  transatlantic  view  of  the 
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women-qtiestioQ,  aa  it  is  called,  here  iDtrodac£<l,  is  too  sound  I 
and  logit-al  not  to  gain  the  approval  of  roaBonable  men  : 

"  WhoBO  urges  the  mental  inferiority  of  women,  in  bar  to  j 
their  claim  to  equal  rights  with  men,  maj  be  met  in  Tarious  | 
waj's.  In  the  iiret  place,  the  alleged  fact  ma;  be  disputed.  A  ] 
defender  of  her  sen  might  name  many  whose  achievements  in  ] 
government,  in  science,  in  literature,  and  io  art,  have  obtained  j 
no  small  share  of  renown.  Powerful  and  sagacious  queens  the  1 
world  has  seen  in  plenty,  from  Zcnobia  down  tu  the  EmprcMoa  I 
Catherine  and  Maria  Theresa.  In  the  exact  ecicnces,  Mrs.  ] 
Sonierville,  Miss  llersche),  and  Mias  Zoi-nlin  have  gained  ap-  I 
plause ;  in  political  economy,  Miss  Marlineau  ;  in  general  philo- 1 
sopliy,  Madame  de  Stael ;  in  poli'tics,  Madame  Roland.  Poetrjr  I 
has  its  Tighes,  its  Homanses,  its  Landons,  its  Brownings;  the  I 
drama,  its  Joanna  Baillies;  and  fiction,  its  AuBtens,  Broniora,  I 
Gorcg,  Dudcvants,  etc.,  without  end.  In  sculpture,  fume  haa  I 
been  acqnired  by  a  princess ;  a  picture  like  '  Tlie  Momentous  I 
Question  '  is  tolerable  proof  of  female  capacity  fop  painting ;  I 
and,  on  the  stage,  it  is  certain  tliat  women  are  on  a  level  witU  I 
men,  if  tJiey  do  not  even  bear  away  the  palm.  Joining  to  such  | 
facts  the  important  consideration,  that  women  have  always  been,  | 
and  are  stilt,  placed  at  a  disadvantage  in  every  department  of  I 
learning,  thought,  or  skill — seeing  that  they  aro  not  admianiblo  | 
to  the  academies  and  Dnii-crsities  in  wliieli  men  get  tlnWr  train- 
ing ;  that  the  kind  of  life  they  have  to  look  forward  to  does  not  I 
pi'csent  so  great  a  range  of  ambitions ;  that  tlicy  are  rarely  ox-  ] 
posed  to  that  most  powerful  of  all  stimulnnta — ncceiwily;  that  I 
the  education  custom  dictates  for  them  is  one  that  leaves  un*  I 
cultivated  many  of  the  higher  faculties ;  and  that  tlio  ]>rejudice  | 
against  blue-stockings,  liithcrto  so  prcvaknit  amongst  men,  liu  I 
greatly  tended  to  deter  women  from  the  porsnit  of  li 
honors :  adding  those  considcrationa  to  the  above  facts,  w 
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see  good  reason  for  thinking  that  the  allied  iiiferiori  tj  of  the 
feininino  mind  ia  bj  no  meana  self-evident.  Their  composi- 
tions are  mostly  based  on  the  existing  fond  of  thought,  and 
their  creations  do  not  deviate  widely  from  existing  types ;  but 
in  point  of  execution,  in  the  treatment  of  details,  and  in  per- 
fection of  style,  their  works  are  quite  (m  a  par  with  those  ot 
their  male  rivals. 

''  They  are  deprived  of  all  the  advantages,  and  most  of  the 
motives,  which  men  possess  for  acquiring  even  a  decent  amount 
of  systematic  education ;  and  if  we  turn  from  philosophy  and 
science  to  literature,  in  the  narrow  sense  of  the  term,  there  are 
other  obvious  reasons  why  women's  productions  are,  in  general 
conception  and  in  their  leading  features,  more  or  less  imitations 
of  those  of  men." 

Finally,  the  signs  of  the  times  plainly  indicate  the  success 
of  importunate  petitioners  and  aspirants  for  eqnal  rights. 
Pioneers  and  public  agitators  in  the  cause  of  woman's  emanci- 
pation are;  indomitable  and  irrepressible.  Concessions  are 
slowly  made  of  unimportant  places  to  their  management,  which 
have  been  singularly  well  sustained,  to  the  mortification  of 
those  who  aie  fighting  windmills.     More  they  will  have. 

What !  if  a  few  women  should  be  sent  to  the  legislature  or 
to  Congress,  they  would  have  too  much  self-respect  to  have 
anything  to  do  w^ith  any  rings  but  diamond  rings,  nor  would 
they  disgrace  themselves  by  entering  into  combinations  to 
defraud  the  Government,  foist  their  imbecile  relatives  into 
office,  or  vote  to  raise  their  own  pay  at  the  expense  of  the 
people  already  overburdened  by  excessive  taxation. 

When  women  vote,  respectable  men  will  be  elected  over 
rascals,  swindlers,  defaulters,  and  demoralized  politicians  who 
are  a  curse  to  the  country. 
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